DOH probes probable SARS victim in Eastern Samar 


Braganza wants out 
for ‘health’ reasons 
By Carlito Pablo 


JUST over four months into his appoint- 
ment as press secretary, Hernani "Nani" 
Braganza now wants out. 

"Health reasons" was reportedly the 
official explanation given for Braganza's 
resignation on Tuesday. But a Palace 
source said there were "unofficial" rea- 
sons as well. 
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Use pork against SARS, 
selon urges colleagues 
By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


MINUS the kickbacks, the pork barrel 
can be used in the fight against Severe. 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome. 

А congressman called on his fellow 
legislators to set aside a portion of their. 
pork barrel to finance the Department of 


Health's campaign to check the spread of. 
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16 dead as 
MILF goes 
on rampage 
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Gov't troops mount 
fierce counterattack 


By the PDI Mindanao Bureau 


D amm TUBOD, Lanao del Norte—In the worst outbreak of fight- 


ing since February, some 600 MILF rebels yesterday staged 
separate attacks in two towns in this province—leaving at 
least 16 people dead and at least 10 others wounded. 

At one point, the rebels held ing active defense against mili- 
‘over 300 persons hostage, but af- tary forces.” But he denied that 
ter retreating in the face of intense any hostages had been taken. 
military counterattacks, aban- Тһе attacks followed a rebel 
doned all but three hostages, allof ambush іп North Cotabato 
them police officers. province on Wednesday after- 

“Our purpose in staging thisse- noon, which killed an anti-MILF 
ries of attacks starting today isto barangay captain, his son, two es- 
cripple the country’s economy" corts, and injured 10 other vic 
the MILF leader who claimed re- tims. Only late last month, gov- 
sponsibility for the attacks, Abdu- ernment and rebel negotiators 
raman Macapaar, also known as meeting in Kuala Lumpur had 
Commander Bravo, said. agreed to resume the stalled 

Eid Kabalu, spokesperson for peace talks. 
the Moro Islamic Liberation _ The MILF attacked Kolambugan 
Front, said the latest offensive town at about 5 am. and Мао 
was part of the MILF's "continu- I6DEAD/AIS 
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Abu beheaded 
her hubby; 
baby rejects her 


By Carlito Pablo 


ONE thought kept Emily Mantic 
going through eight harrowing 
months at the hands of the Abu 
Sayyaf: her daughter Jenny May. 
Tor the 22yearold mother, 
Jenny May was all that was left of 
her world. The Abu Sayyaf be- 
headed her Husband Lionel on 
the night of Aug. 22, 2002—two 
days after the couple and four 
other members of the Jehovah's 
Witnesses were abducted їп 
Patikul, Sulu 
.So when Emily and another 
woman hostage, Cleofe Montulo, 
crawled to freedom on April 18, 
2003, Emily looked forward to 
the reunion with her daughter. 
But Jenny May, now 3 years 
old, has failed to recognize her 
mother. She cries when Emily 
tries to carry her. 


to prevent the spread of the Killer 
disease. She said her administra- 
tion could not “allow indiscipline 
to ride roughshod over the public 
interest.” 

“Those who willfully evade 
health checks at our ports of entry 
or who falsify their health data 
will be charged for violations of 
law. Those who violate quaran- 


By Carlito Pablo 
and Christine О. Avendano 


‘THE GLOVES are off as far as con- 
taining the Severe Acute Respira- 
tory Syndrome is concerned. 
President Macapagal-Arroyo 
yesterday announced the imposi- 
tion of legal sanctions as part of 
asu/aie “stringent yet humane measures" 
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UNSPEAKABLE grief overcomes Orly Marcellana, husband of Eden Marcellana, Karapatan-Southern Tagalog secretary general, on seeing his 


wife's body at a funeral parlor in Oriental Mindoro. 


Metro, Sports, Entertainment reinvented 


LIKE an atypical marriage, the In- 
QuinER is always thinking of the 
many ways to refresh its relation- 
ship with its first love—its read- 
ers. And today, April 25, the readers. 
theingunenis presenting ЭРС ЁТ The homm 
one way to show that it looks af- content remains as is—the result 
ter the needs of its readers. It has of a struggle every single day to 
to do with repackaging the reinvent the paper into an excit- 
Metro, Sports and Entertainment ing cover-to-cover read. 


Check out the Metro section to 
day It returns to its rightful 
prominence—in the back page of 
Section A where it used to be 

when the Inquimex started 
METRO is Mero section in 1991. 

The revitalized Spons and En. 
tertainment sections are wedded 
together back to back in a pullout 
section on Tuesday, Wednesday 


sections. It has to do with orga- 
nizing news and information to 
create more space for more sto- 
ries which are more accessible to 
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TEN civilians killed in Kolambugan town in Lanao de Norte by MILF guerrillas lie in a morgue. The assault 
on the town began at daybreak Thursday. But by early morning government troops had cleared the area 
ofrebels. The escaping rebels took three policemen captive. палыз 


ijing 
seals off 
2nd hospital 


BEUJING—China sealed off a ma- 
jor Beijing hospital yesterday 
swiftly implementing a policy of 
quarantining SARS-affected ar- 
eas to contain a disease threaten- 

ing to erupt across the vast land. 
The hospital, which has at least 
60 confirmed or suspected cases 
among nurses and doctors, was 
the second in Beijing to be closed 
down due to the SARS outbreak. 
‘The People's Armed Police Gener- 
al Hospital shut down in early 

April after staff members fell ill. 
The flu-like disease, for which 
there is no cure or vaccine, yes- 
terday killed nine more people in 
China, Hong Kong and Singe- 
BEIING/AIT 


tine rules will be exposed and 
likewise sanctioned,” she said in а 
statement. 

То provide the framework for 
the tough anti-SARS measures, 
the President said she would is- 
sue an executive order to "consol- 
idate our campaign and beef up 
the capacity of our authorities to 
meet the threat.” 


Her spokesperson Ignacio Bun- 
ye said the executive order would 
be jointly drafted by Presidential 
Legal Counsel Avelino Cruz and 
the government's SARS team led 
by Health Secretary Manuel 

Dayrit. 
“We'll have to put teeth to 
whatever measures will be pur in 
GMA A20 


Abductors 
smashed face 
of rights leader 


By Clarice Colting 

PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
and T] Burgonio 

in Manila. 


BANSUD, Oriental Mindoro—A 
fact-finding mission led by two 
Bayan Muna congressmen found 
indications that slain human 
rights leader Eden Marcellana 
and peasant leader Eddie Gu- 
manoy were tortured and proba- 
bly summarily executed. 
Representatives Satur Ocampo 
and Crispin Beltran were joined 
by members of human rights or- 
ganizations Karapatan, Bayan 
and Anakpawis, lawyers from the 
Public Interest Law Center, ac- 
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Intentional 
sneezing 
| act of terror 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana. 


кунюжоос 


sea of troubles. 

On Friday, Saturday, Sunday 
and Monday, the Sports section 
stands separately on its own. So 
does the Entertainment section, 
On Saturdays, Entertainment 
goes to Saturday Special offering 
weekenders a total diversion 
from the dailiness (and head- 
lines) of everyday living. 


ENTERTAINMENT 


and Thursday. The union of spons 
and entertainment news is the In 
oumens way of saluting and cele 
brating the Filipino as No. 1 fan in 
this sports-n’-showbiz-crazed land 
of the sun returning. Which partly 
explains the Filipino's unsinkable 
resilience though marooned in a 


INTHETIME of SARS, а 
sneeze just might earn you 
the tag of terrorist. 

Speaking Wednesday 
night at the House plenary 
deliberations on the anti-ter- 
rorism bill, Makati Rep. 
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Maynilad accused of overcharging, too 


By Gerald G. Lacuarta 


ТАКЕ Maynilad, too. 

Following a major victory in the case of the P28-billion 
refund against the Manila Electric Co., consumer groups 
are now demanding that the government take over anoth- 
er Lopez-run utility, the Maynilad Water Co. 


Апа Marie Nemenzo, president Parafiaque, Las Piñas, Muntinlu- 
of the Freedom from Debt Coali- ра; parts of Taguig; Bacoor, Kaw- 
tion (FDO), said the water firm it, Imus, Noveleta, Rosario and 
continues to collect from con- Cavite City in Cavite; Malabon, 
sumers up to P240 million Valenzuela and Navotas. _ 
monthly in overcharges, since Maynilad terminated its 25- 
Maynilad continues to operate in year service contract with the 
Metro Manila's west zone. Metropolitan Waterworks and 

‘There are an estimated six mil- Sewerage System last December 
lion Maynilad subscribers in the after only five years, accusing the 
area, which covers Manila, Pasay, agency of seriously impairing its 


viability. The MWSS contested 
the charge, and arbitration by the 
International Chamber of Com- 
merce (ICC) is ongoing. 
Nemenzo said Maynilad was 
“deliberately delaying the arbitra- 
Чоп process because it collects 
P240 million for every month фаг 
itis allowed to operate." The arbi- 
tration period is 150 days from the 
serving of the termination notice. 
The overcharges come from 
the Foreign Currency Differential 
Adjustment (FCDA) and Acceler- 
ated Extraordinary Price Adjust- picketed the Maynilad building at 
ment (АЕРА) that Maynilad in- the MWSS compound in Quezon 
cludes ints billings, she said. Сіу yesterday, lugging empty 
With the АЕРА, water conces- pails to dramatize the company's 
sionaires have been trying to re- alleged failure to deliver efficient 


coup foreign exchange losses 
amounting to P2632 billion 
through Maynilad Water and 
P325.9 million through Manila 
Water; and with the FCDA, Mayni- 
lad has been collecting from con- 
sumers its own forex losses 
amounting to P1.345 billion. 
Bubut Palattao, FDC campaign- 
ег for water, said Maynilad has 
collected a total of P2.6 billion un- 
der the AEPA since January this 
year and the FCDA since 2001 
FDC and Sanlakes members 


se П 


| 


SPEECHPOWER 


SUMMER 2003 ctasses Ё 
Friday-Saturday - [а 
classes begin today [8 


MESSER 


— 


И a ENGLISHCONVERSATIONFLUENCY 
Bm NTENSVEPRONUNCATONCOURSE M 
ENGLISH CONVERSATIONPRACTICE 

В u ENGLISHFOR FOREIGNERS 
ш INTENSIVEGRAMMARREVIEW 
M = BUSINESS WRITING PROFICIENCY 
И = ORALPRESENTATIONSKLLS 
Е = VOCABULARYENRICHVENTCOURSE Щ 
В = SPEEDREADNG& COMPREHENSION Щ 
* CHOICESof CORPORATE 
COMMUNICATION COURSES. Г 
GP SPECCHPOWER 1 
LI 


П Your Best choice 
a |SP-Cubao 


SP-Taft 
Speechpower-loshua Bldg. 2nd Fir. Teenogas Big 
332 Aurora Boulevard 


1810180 TR Ave. cor 
Cutao. Quezon Ciy 


Maipi 3. Maaz Wania 
que onosi es 096 n 
SP£spaña 


LI 
Que | 
SP-Bifian 
Kin Fv, Dota Anparo dg Арла Angetcum Academy Ш. 
España cor Tenino S Golden Meadow Suiv] 
FERE $an Alone Bn, Laguna 
та Nos. 7357256 7 fal Nos. 12 
79 Nos. 7357256 7357312 [o 
sprechpower con. 
Ча пи на ни ис па пи на па на ни ви на 


[B sunny arano 
| comercis Broder 


Tel. nos. 


Davat 


OFFICE CLUB.com 
COMPLETE SCHOOL / OFFICE SUPPLIES, OFFICE FURNITURE & EQUIPMENT 


Eu 


TIENEN WAY-TOORICE_wwwoffceclub.comph 


Uk] 


E 


senses 


2) 


UN. 
Wess боон z 


J 
prsno razed 


DR ийй 


СЙ» 


. VILLA Menez 


nm 


[= Super Exclusive! - Only 75 Homeowners! 
+ 24Hr Water Supply from underground spring, 
+ Underground Electrical system 
+ House & Lot units with 
PVC Casement Windows & 
Landscaped Gardens 
+ Floor Areas range from 
| 105 sqm to 235 sqm 
+ Limited lots left over 65% Sold! 


WERE special Features: 
vasthangen by af & water 


Aucmatcaby regulales 


Lesser energy consumption e - 
Maintenance Кее operaton e 


Crusher 


колен Darby 


1% Stainless Steel, Inc. 
crane € Anang area 1 һа eggs Ps oy 
640-3270 © 
CEBU: Roost | 346-8221 to 23 ө 346-7107 

Tuscon 7 222-1095 e 227-9806 


Consumer say 


ByR.W.Domingo ^ urged Melacafiang 
to create a “con- 
sumer power com- 


mission” to give 


A CONSUMER 
group yesterday 
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service. 

The protest action was held si- 
multaneously with a hearing at 
the Quezon City Regional Trial 
Court on Maynilad's petition for 
injunction seeking to prevent 
banks from releasing the $60 mil- 
lion performance bond it had 
posted upon winning the prime. 
concession in 1997. 

As the government's regulatory. 
body, MWSS intended to withdraw 
from the bond after Maynilad failed 
to pay PS billion in concession fees, 
‘An ICC appeals panel earlier grant- 
ed a temporary restraining order in 
favor of Maynilad. 

‘Along with Sanlekas president and 
FDC vice president Wilson Fortaleza, 


Nemenzo met with MWSS adminis- 
trator Orlando Hondrade yesterday 
and presented the proposal for an im- 
mediate government takeover 

‘A ranking Maynilad official said 
the concession agreement prohib- 
ited the MWSS from drawing 
from the performance bond 
"while there is an unresolved dis- 
pute.” For the same reason, he 
said, a government takeover could 
not be considered at this point. 

About 59 percent of Maynilad is 
owned by Benpres Holdings Corp, 
the debt-laden holding company of 
the Lopez family and about 40 per- 
cent is owned by Ondeo, a French 
multinational group affliated with 
Suez Lyonnaise des Eaux. 


in power issues urged 


end-users a say in 
electricity _ issues, 
such as Manila Elec- 
tric Co.'s multibil- 
lion-peso refund. 

Pete Ilagan, presi- 
dent of the National 
Association of Elec- 
tricity Consumers for 
Reforms (Nasecore), 
proposed the cre- 
ation of the commis- 
sion through an exec- 
utive order. 

In an interview, 
Tagan said the new 
agency could assist 
the Energy Regulato- 


Ty Commission in 
overseeing the imple- 
mentation of the 
Meralco refund. 

"Consumer and 
Civil society groups 
perceive the ERC as 


come up with a for- 
mula for the refund. 
"This would give 
all government agen- 
cies concerned аз 
well as consumer 
groups enough time 
being biased toward to reach a consensus, 
Meralco,” he said. considering that they 
“We came up with all have different 
this idea to protect ideas on how to im- 
the integrity of the plement the refund,” 
ERC.” Tagan said. 
llagan said the Various consumer 
consumer commis- groups have de- 
sion could be given a manded the refund 
non-extendable six- be given in a lump- 
month period to sum payment, via de- 
ductions in the 
monthly ЫШ or 
through the issuance 
of Meralco shares to 
Y the electricity end- 


xs users. 
AES. аан Ina letter to Presi- 
"rr dent Macapagal-Ar- 
2 > me Î royo, Ilagan said the 
power commission 
could also review 
Meralco’s mega- 
franchise, the pur- 
chased power ad- 
Justment (PPA) is- 
sue, the independent 
power producers’ 
contracts with Mer- 
alco and the Nation- 
al Power Corp. as 
well as create con- 
sumer cooperatives 
that would engage in 
power generation 
and distribution 
The Senate had 
passed in March a 
bill consolidating 
Meralco's 50 sepa- 
rate franchises, 17 
of which had ex- 
pired. 
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ment Assistance (ODA) 
financing amounting n" |) р T 
to $1.3 billion that the f 22 D i, A 0 irom 
government will pour 
into the region. 
Mindanao Natin 
will be implemented 
in over 5,000 
barangays of the Au- 
tonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao, Re- ig 
gions IX and ХП, Lanao i bui Е 
del Norte and Damu- 
lag i Bukidnon. ; tigi? so sn Е THE WORLD'S NO. 1 
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"United as a people 
under one flag we 
shall prevail and fulfill 
the promise of Min- 
danao, and thereby our 
full promise asa nation 
and as a strong repub- 
lic” Ms Macapagal 
said. 

The President said 
the 10-point initia- 
tive includes the fol- 
lowing components: 

* Substantial imple- 
mentation of the 1976 
‘Tripoli Agreement that. 
called for, among other 
pueden 9 " Facial Care Centre's 
goverment. 

+. Rehabilitation of 
the so-called Pikit-Pa- 
 galungan-Pagagawan 
cluster and the Car- 
men-President Roxas- 
Damulog cluster, which 
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fighting between gov- 
emment forces and 


Muslim rebels. 
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Expect austere Labor Day, workers told 
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AMBASSADOR Benjamin J. Y. Lo, right, 
hands over the “ampao” (lucky money) to 
the parents of conjoined twins Rachel 
Frances and Lea Grace Lawel, while Alfred 
Lee, second from right, looks on. 


Siamese twins 
to begin separate 
lives in Taiwan 


NINE-MONTH-OLD Siamese twins Rachel 
Frances and Lea Grace Lawel will be getting 
their much-needed surgery in Taiwan, after 
the local chapter of a Buddhist charitable or- 
ganization offered its assistance. 

} The children ofa poor farming couple from 
Kalinga province—Andy and Marietta Lawel 
the girls are joined in the abdomen but 
Have separate sets of organs making surgery a 
viable option. 

1 Their story published in che Inquirer resulted 
ih their getting treatment at the Philippine Chil- 
dren's Hospital in Quezon City It also caught the 
fttention of Alfredo Lee of the Tzu Chi Founda- 
юл, Philippine branch, who made arrange- 
nents with the Tzu Chi Buddhist General Hospi- 
tal in Hualien, Taiwan for the twins operation. 

' Before leaving for Taiwan, the twins and 
{heir parents paid a call on Ambassador Ben- 
Jamin J. Y. Lo of the Taipei Economic and Cul- 
tural Office in Manila. 

7. Saying six was a lucky number to the Chi- 
hese, Ambassador Lo gave the Lawels pocket 
money amounting to "six times six,” since 
there were two babies. 

© The ambassador took the occasion to as- 
bure the family itis safe to travel to Taiwan de- 
pite isolated SARS cases there that the gov- 
ernment is working to contain. 

` Saying Taiwan has had to go it alone in its bat- 
He against SARS due to its non-recognition by 
the United Nations, Lo said it was imperative Tai- 
‘wan be allowed to at least join the World Health 
‘Organization because there was much the island 
ation could share with other countries. 

‘Taiwan sponsored an international sympo- 
bium on the control of SARS in Taipei on April 
20-21 and two leading experts from the 
Philippines participated, he said. 
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7. Teresita Fabian, president of Promat Con- 
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Fernando when the Ingumen called to ask him 

for comment yesterday. 
Agustin told this paper the SC ruling, dated 

‘eb. 14, 2003, was nor yet final and execurory. e 
He said his lawyer filed a motion for recon- нанынан? 

заета йол on March 14 and he would contin- 7 

{ue to work at the DPWH pending the decision 

‘on hie anneal Blanche S Rivera 
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High court rules 
P18-B BF suit 
can continue 
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THE SUPREME Court has ruled with finality that 
Banco Filipino Savings and Mortgage Bank is not 
legally barred from recovering some P18.8 billion in 
damages against former officials of the defunct Cen- 
tral Bank of the Philippines. 

Ina one-page resolution, the high tribunal's Sec- 
ond Division junked the motion for reconsideration 
filed by the CB's Monetary Board, saying there was 
"no compelling reason... to warrant the reconsider- 


ation sought” 

The minute resolution was dated March 5, but re- 
leased only yesterday by Assistant Division Clerk of 
Court Ludichi Yasay-Nunag. 

The CB had filed the motion seeking reconsidera- 
Чоп of the Sept. 4, 2002 high court ruling that was 
favorable to the bank. 

Injunking the monetary board's motion, the SC re- 
moved all legal impediments to the bank's eight-year 
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battle to prosecute former ranking officials of the CB, 
precursor of the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas. { 

The former officials led by then CB Governor Jose * & 
“Jobo” Fernandez had been blamed for the sudden 
closure of Banco Filipino in 1985. The bank re- 
opened in 1994. 

With the final decision, the Makati Regional Trial 
Court сап proceed with the civil case for damages BF had ` % 


fled against Femandez and his heirs. Michael Lim Ubac 
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Intentional 
sneezing ... 


From page Al 


‘Teodoro “Teddyboy” Locsin noted that the mea- 
sure' definition of terrorism could include “in- 
tentional sneezing” as a punishable act. 

He observed that in Section 3 of the "Anti- 
‘Terrorism Act of 2003,” the manufacture, pos- 
session, acquisition, transport, supply, use or 
sale of biological agents, as well as other 
banned materials, was deemed to constitute 
ап act of terrorism, 

“1 would suggest that you qualify biological 
agent] with toxic because, otherwise, sneezing 
will become a terrorist act, especially in a time 
of SARS. Would you agree to that?" Locsin told 
Eastern Samar Rep. Marcelino Libanan, who 
was defending the measure. 

“Jt depends on your intention, Mr. Speak- 
er,” said Libanan, who chairs the House com- 
mittee on justice, “If you sneeze with the in- 
tent of creating common danger, terror, panic 
or chaos to the public or a segment thereof, 
then you can be charged as a terrorist." 

He added that intentional sneezing would 
be terrorism if the sneezer knew that he or she 
was afflicted with SARS. 

Locsin pointed out that sneezing intention- 
ally would be “very hard to do." 

“| understand sneezing is a reflexive act,” 
he said, "but nonetheless...” 

But Libanan insisted: “It depends on your in- 
tention. If you sneeze for е sake of sneezing, 
isnot terrorism. But if you wish to create panic. 
for example, you know that you have SARS.” 

“I am glad, rather, I am alarmed, to hear 
that,” Locsin said, “Well, on the other hand, it 
may just be what we need in this time of 
SARS: to terrify the [people] that they better 
learn their manners.” 


Use pork against SARS, 
solon urges colleagues 


From page Al 


Muntinlupa Rep. Ruffy Biazon said each 
representative should contribute P200,000 
and every senator P500,000 from their Priori- 
ty Development Assistance Funds (PDAF), al- 
so known as pork barrel, for the government's 
anti-SARS campaign. 

Pork barrel is money taken from the national 
budget that funds projects of a member of the 
House of Representatives in a district or of a sena- 
tor in various parts of the country. Last year, a sen- 
ator was allocated P200 million in pork and a rep- 
resentative of a district, P65 million in PDAR A 
sectoral representative was allocated P35 million. 

Though the money is not released to legis- 
lators, it is a source of kickbacks for a number 
of legislators, who are given a percentage of 
the project cost by contractors. 


Senators’ P3-B inserts 

Biazon's proposal came as Assistant Minor- 
ity Leader Abraham Mitra disclosed that the 
PB04-billion budget signed into law by Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo on Wednesday “was 
embedded with pork (for senators).” 

In addition to the pork allocation for their 
pet projects, senators inserted P3 billion in 
the national budget, according to Mitra. 

He said the senators made an "11th hour 
insertion” ofa total of P3.8 billion in pork dur- 
ing the bicameral conference committee that 
reconciled the final budget bill. Of the 
amount, P800 million was in the form of addi- 
tional pork for congressmen. 

Biazon said the anti-SARS fund was necessary 
to enhance the facilities and capabilities of hospi- 
tals, particularly the Research Institute for Tropical 
Medicine (RITM) in his district, which has been 
designated as reference center for SARS cases. 

The fund “will be used for upgrading the in- 
frastructure and facilites of designated SARS 
centers, the purchase of equipment necessary 
for the treatment and care of SARS patients, the 
hiring of additional personnel and the purchase 
of medicines for SARS patients," he said. 


RITM upgrade 

Because of the possibility of a SARS out- 
break in the country, the RITM should be up- 
graded to the standards set by the World 
Health Organization, according to Biazon. 

Mitra said the bicameral conference com- 
mittee increased PDAF to P8.3 billion. Some 
P1.3 billion was added to the budget of the 
Department of Public Works and Highways, 
another source of pork barrel for legislators. 

Mitra, who belongs to the House opposi- 
tion, said the additional P3 billion fattened 
the senatorial pork to P5.6 billion. 

“If a senator has a minimum P200 million 
їп pork this year, then their combined pork 
outlay must be P5.6 billion," he said. 

“But we are talking here of just the mini- 
mum ‘boundary’ (since) some are said to have 
bagged P300 million,” Mitra added. 

He said it was possible that three senators 
would share P1 billion of the additional pork. 

Unlike the “equitably distributed” allocation 
of pork for representatives, spending of pork 
by senators does not follow any prescribed cri- 
teria or pattern. 

"Under the present system, a senator can 
theoretically pour all his marbles in one sitio, 
or let one town swim in a sea of lard,” Mitra 
said, 

"If pork is unavoidable and is here to stay as 
part of the infrastructure diet, we might as well 
impose the condition that senatorial pork be spent 
nationwide on a pro-rata basis,” he said. 

The pork insertion happened even as Sen. 
Panfilo Lacson gave up his P200-million enti- 
dement. 

Lacson's voluntary pork abstinence, as Mi- 
tra put it, brought down the national budget 
that Malacafiang had proposed from P804.2 
billion to P04 billion. 
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Libya bars RP workers 


By Norman Bordadora 


SOME 132 overseas Filipino 
"workers bound for Libya were 
prevented from boarding their 
respective flights after the 
Libyan Embassy in Manila is- 
sued a memorandum advising 
airlines that Filipinos would be 
deported when they get to 
Tripoli. 

The deployment of workers to 
Libya was temporarily suspend- 
ed because of the Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) 
epidemic currently sweeping 
the world. 

Foreign Undersecretary Jose 
Brillantes said the Department 
of Foreign Affairs is conducting 
diplomatic negotiations with 
the Libyan Embassy. He said the 
DFA is also coordinating with 
the Department of Health to 
provide documents to the work- 
ers certifying that they are 


SARS-free to convince the 
Libyan government to allow Fil- 
ipino workers into the country. 

“No airline is allowed to 
transport Filipino contract 
workers bound for Libya, other- 
wise they will be deported back 
to the Philippines and Libya will 
not shoulder their airfare,” said 
the memorandum by Libyan 
Ambassador Salem Adam. 

Overseas Filipino workers at 
the Ninoy Aquino International 
Airport were surprised when 
told by airline representatives at 
the check-in counters that they 
had been banned from report- 
ing to their waiting employment 
in Libya. 

The other day, Saudi Arabia 
missions in China, Singapore, 
Hong Kong and the Philippines 
"were instructed to stop issuing 
umrah, or minor pilgrimage 
visas indefinitely because of 
fears over the spread of SARS. 
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comfortable: 


The Condura EBX has a high Energy Efficiency ratio and 


the lowest operating wattage In Its class. You get the 


cooling comfort you need and the 


low electric bills you want. 


When you want to be 
comfortable while 
saving up to 40%* 
on electrical 
consumption: 


Now you can be cool and comfortable without having 


to worry about your electric bills. The Condura EBX 


CONCEPCION-CARRIER 


0917-8435555 
0918-9175555 


with the exclusive Energy Saving Plug. 


Just plug In. And save, 


*Save at least 


P4,200 


annually 
Versus other regular brands. 
Based on a6 hours a day, 30 days a month. 
computation with the rate of 6.60 
per kilowatt hour. 
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Containment 


ESIDENTS of Barangay Vacante in Alcala, Pangasi- 
R= are mad at just about everybody else. They are 
angry at health officials for ordering a quarantine 
of the whole village. They are angry at town officials for 
declaring a state of "health emergency" They are angry at 
the media for reporting "false information" about their 
neighbors. And they are angry at their town mates who 
avoid them like the plague. "We feel like 

EDITORIAL outcasts in our own land,” said an old 

man. “It’s as if we were lepers,” com- 
plained a young fellow. "People turn away when they see 
us coming." 

But if they had leprosy, they wouldn't be shunned so 
completely by everybody else. Unlike during biblical 
times and up to the early part of the 20th century, people 
now know that leprosy cannot be acquired by simply 
coming close to a leper. And they also know that there is a 
cure for the disease. 

Which is not the case with atypical pneumonia or 
SARS. Five months after the first case of this modern dis- 
ease was detected in China, doctors are still not sure ex- 
actly how it is transmitted. Their educated guess is that it 
is transferred from a sick person to a healthy one by 
coughing or sneezing or by touching or handling things 
earlier touched by someone afflicted with SARS. Worse 
than not knowing how SARS is acquired is knowing that 
no cure for it has been found yet. And it is this fear of the 
unknown that is fueling panic not only in our corner of 
the world but in many other places around the globe. 

It has been Vacante's bad luck to have had one of its ba- 
likbayan guests come down with symptoms associated 
with SARS and die. Adela Catalon, a long-time resident of 
Toronto, Canada, came home early this month to have 
her cancer-stricken father treated. Eleven days later she 
was dead. At first, health authorities flatly denied that it 
was SARS that killed her. But when four relatives, includ- 
ing her father, developed high fever, the government was 
forced to concede that Catalon was a “probable” victim of 
SARS. (Her father also died last Tuesday, but health au- 
thorities said it was due to colon cancer.) 

„ Only then did the authorities order the entire barangay 
of some 800 people kept in quarantine. But by then, resi- 
dents were already feeling like they were being ostra- 
cized as some television channels had started broadcast- 
ing what residents called “misinformation.” People from 
neighboring villages would not go near them for fear of 
contamination. Health personnel doing the rounds of 
houses to check on everyone's health donned masks and 
plastic coats, “as if our village is a very dangerous place,” 
said one angry resident. 

Maybe Vacante is not “a very dangerous place.” Maybe 
no one has contracted SARS. But that is exactly the prob- 
lem: No one can say with absolute certainty that Catalon 
had not contaminated anyone she came in contact with 
during her brief homecoming or about 250 other people 
she met during a wedding and as she went to several oth- 
er cities and towns looking for a doctor who could heal 
her father. So painful as the isolation and snub may be, 
the people of Vacante should bear it with understanding 
and patience. If the situation had been reversed, they 
probably would have behaved the same way as their 
neighbors and demanded that similar precautionary 
measures be taken by health and local government au- 
thorities. 

This is one time when prudence dictates that if the gov- 
ernment must er; it should do so on the side of prudence 
to prevent what could be a bigger tragedy not only for the 
town or province but possibly the whole country. In the 
absence of a сше, containment is the only available reme- 
dy to check the spread of this mysterious disease. 


Worst option 


НЕ BEST way to conduct a humanitarian campaign in Iraq 
would be under the auspices of either the UN or Nato. France. 

and Germany appear to be helpful, and this would be the best 
option for the campaign aims and for transatlantic diplomacy. But 
‘American intransigence toward France raises 

doubis as to whether Washington will consider 
these options. Without them, America and its 
“coalition of the willing” would be alone to carry 
out the humanitarian campaign. This would be 
the worst option; it would increase the distance 
between “old” and “new” Europe, making it impossible to achieve a 
‘common foreign policy, and bolster French, German and Belgian ini- 
tiative to create a European army. Il Messaggero (Коте) 
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TODAY we will give the floor to some personal- 
ities who have been the subject of some of our 
columns, to give them the opportunity to air 
their sides and be fair to them, even if am not 
convinced by their excuses. 

‘The latest to send an excuse is Agriculture 
Secretary Luis P Lorenzo Jr. Last April 16,1 
asked why Lorenzo is sitting on the replace- 
ment for DENR's DAO 17 which set the guide- 
lines for the delineation of municipal fishing 
waters. Municipal waters are reserved for sub- 
sistence fishermen and is off-limits to commer- 
cial fishermen. 

Sometime ago, the Department of Justice is- 
sued a legal opinion that the DENR is not the 
proper agency to issue these guidelines but the. 
Department of Agriculture. So Environment 
Secretary Elisea Gozun revoked DAO 17 and 
asked Secretary Lorenzo to issue his own. This 
angered the subsistence fishermen who said 
that the revocation was Gozun's payment for 
her confirmation by the Commission on Ap- 
pointments, one of whose leaders is Rep. 
Brown Sandoval of Palawan, among the 
biggest deep-sea fishermen in the Philippines. 
‘The angry fishermen wanted Gozun out of the 
DENR if she did not reimpose DAO 17. 

T said the fishermen are barking up the 
wrong tree. Why are they zeroing in on the 
DENR when they should be demonstrating at 
the nearby DA to prompt Lorenzo to hurry up 
and sign DAO 17? Why is he being so slow 
about it and why are the fishermen treating 
him with kid gloves? 

In his excuse letter, Lorenzo admitted that 
DAO 17, “despite all its perceived flaws, was a 
positive згер toward providing a fair solution 
tothe problems attending the controversial de- 
lineation of the country's municipal waters.” 

As 1 see it, to cool down the angry fishermen, 
ali Lorenzo has to do is affix his signature to the 
DAO 17, which was already being implemented 
‘until the DOJ made its legal opinion. But Loren- 
то said that he “has formulated a carefully craft- 
ed strategy that involves proactive consulta- 
tions with all stakeholders, a process that is, of 
course, both deliberate and continuing." 

Translation: It would be a long, slow process 


1 REMEMBER reading some time ago how 
many of the great black musicians in the Unit- 
ed States got hooked on drugs and died from 
them. That was the case with Billie Holiday, 
that was the case with John Coltrane, that was 
the case with Miles Davis. The reason for the 
epidemic had little to do with the culture of 
jazz, or if it did, it was not because they fell 
prey to it but because they built it with their 
tears and lamentations. 

Most of those black musicians were incredi- 
bly gifted, some like Davis were absolute ge- 
niuses. Yet though they were so, they suffered 
constant humiliation from being black. This 
was so particularly in the 1950s and 1960s, 
when racism rioted like weeds in an untended 
garden, and particularly in the South, where 
many of the black musicians came from. Being 
blessed with abundant gifts yet cursed by 
equally abundant scorn by society (once they 
stepped out of the stage, they reverted to folk 
that had no business living in white communi- 

it drove them to anger, despair and drugs. 

Nina Simone took a quite different route. 

She was, like Holiday, Coltrane and Davis 
gifted beyond measure. She was probably the 
last of the great black women singers which in- 
cluded Holiday, Ella Fitzgerald and Sarah 
Vaughn. But she had more than а voice most 
singers would die for, big, husky and lush, 
which she used the way sculptors used their 
cutting tools to create forms from shapeless 
mass. She also had prodigious playing and 
composing skills. 

Nina Simone was born Eunice Kathleen 
Waymon in North Carolina, the sixth of eight 
children. She was a child prodigy, showing her 
musical abilities early on. She gave her first pi- 
апо recital at 10. In her teens, she managed to 
land a spot in Julliard in New York, one of few 
black people to do so. Another notable was 
Miles Davis. 

‘Alter her family moved to Philadelphia, to 
support herself and her music studies, she ap. 
plied for a job as a pianist in a club in Atlantic 
City. The club owner, who wanted to hire only 
one performer instead of two, snid she had to 
sing as well She Jil stored ag bosat 


2. 
€ 
Neal H. Cruz PA 
before the fishermen will get a new DAO 17, 
which could be different from the old one. 

The DENR had already held long consulta- 
tions with all stakeholders before DAO 17 was 
issued. Why repeat that tedious process? Both 
sides would simply repeat what they said the 
first time. Why not just look at the DENR's min- 
utes of those consultations? 

Perhaps the reason, said the fishermen’s 
groups, is that Lorenzo has not yet been con. 
firmed by the Commission on Appointments. 
With Congressman Sandoval and his friends 
there, he may not be confirmed if he issued an 
order that is not favorable to the deep-sea fish- 
ermen. On the other hand, he would be 
lynched by the subsistence fishermen if he is- 
sues an order vastly different from РАО 17 and 
disadvantageous to them. 

Lorezo's solution: Delay, delay, delay: 


On April 9, this column dwelt on the mine 
tunnel collapse in Mt. Diwalwal, Compostela 
Valley where 19 miners were trapped. Seven- 
teen of them were eventually rescued but 
two are still missing and presumed dead. 
This column said the facts seem to pin- 
point responsibility for the tragedy to the 
DENR's Mines and Geosciences Bureau 
(MGB) headed by Director Horacio Ramos. I 
enumerated these facts, the most significant 
of which was that Ramos’ MGB was made the 
project director of the gold rush area, the 
principal purpose of which was to assure the 
"sustained livelihoods, health and safety" of 
the miners. When President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo visited the Diwalwal gold rush area оп 
Nov, 5, 2002, Ramos assured her that the 
safety and well-being of the small scale farm- 


A legend passes 
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much as her audience. It was there she adopt- 
ed the name Nina Simone from “niña,” Span- 
ish for little girl, and "Simone" from actress 
mone Signoret. 

1n 1973, she left the United States—it would 
turn out for good—and lived variously in Bar- 
bados, Liberia, Switzerland, Paris, the Nether- 
lands and the South of France. The last she 
made her permanent residence. That is the 
reason she is not particularly known here, 
compared to Holiday, Fizigerald and Vaughn 
But her talents were by no means less, one 
could even make a case for them being more 
plentiful 

Her reason for leaving the United States was 
the same reason Davis and others took to 
drugs: racism. I saw a feature of her on BBC a 
couple of years ago—she had put on weight 

id smoked a lot, but she remained regal and 
imperious, a dominating figure ull the 
end—and she was still bitter over it. Asked by 
the interviewer if she would consider going 
back to live in the United States, she said not 
until Americans learned to see people beyond 
their skins. Despite the improvements, she 
said, the undercurrents of racism continued to 
тип torrentially in the underbelly of America. 
She would have none of it 

She had had her share of it in her lifetime. 
‘The first time she saw it was when she played 
her first recital at 10: Her parents were asked 
to give up their front-row seats to a couple of 
whites, After they moved to Philadelphia, 
armed with her stint at Julliard, she applied for 
a scholarship at the Curtis Institute but was re- 
jected. For not being good enough musically! 

Bur unlike many of her illustrious predeces- 


nd sanempemrice Simone did new rake 


ers “will be protected by his office.” 

Four months later, on March 12, 2003, a 
mine tunnel in the gold rush area collapsed, 
trapping the 19 miners. 

You be the judge: Were Ramos and his 
MGB remiss in their duty? 

In his excuse letter, Ramos admitted 
“most of the facts you mentioned (are) in- 
deed true." He refused, however, to take re- 
sponsibility for the tragedy. He- passed the 
buck to the Natural Resources Development 
Corp. (NRDC), also of the DENR. 

‘Washing his hands of responsibility, he 
said: “I would like to emphasize that the 
DENR, through the (МЕРС), is primarily re- 
sponsible for the development and utiliza- 
tion activities in Diwalwal. The role of the 
MGB is to provide technical assistance to 
the NRDC." 

This, in spite of the fact that responsibili- 
ty for the “health and safety” of the miners 
was placed by the DENR secretary on the 
shoulders of Ramos and the MGB, which he 
acknowledged, even assuring the President 
that his office will “protect... the safety and 
well-being of the small-scale farmers.” 

In an even earlier column, 1 reported that 
the Department of Justice has sent a letter to 
the US Department of Justice asking ifthe l 
ter wants the extradition of Isabela Gov. Fausti 
no Dy Jr. who, according to records, is wanted 
in Los Angeles. Along with three other Fil- 
pinos, he is accused of stealing rented cars and 
shipping them to the Philippines. The three 
others have already been tried, convicted and 
sent to prison, but Dy, according to the records, 
evaded arrest by escaping to the Philippines. A 
warrant of arrest has been issued for him and 
bail recommended at $750,000. 

The US DOJ has not yet answered, but Gov- 
егпог Dy, in his reaction, said that he has gone 
back to the United States after the alleged ar- 
rest orders but was not arrested, so the reports 
could not have been true. He showed photo- 
copies of his passport with US visa, plane ticket 
and boarding pass. 

Only the US DOJ can clarify this. 


a self-destructive path, she fought back, She 
became an outspoken figure of the civil rights 
movement, putting her protest across in the 
best way she knew how—in song. She wrote 
опе of her best known songs, “Mississippi God- 
dam," when the Ku Klux Klan bombed a church 
in Birmingham in 1963, killing four black chil 

dren. “This is a show tune,” she says sardon- 
ically in her live version, "but the show hasn't 
been written for it yet.” She wrote several 
more civil rights songs, among them: "Why? 
The King of Love is Dead," after Martin Luther 
King was assassinated, "Brown Baby" "Im 
ages,” "Go Limp," "Old Jim Crow,” and "To be 
Young, Gifted and Black,” based on a play 
which became the national anthem of blach 
America. 

In 1998, she was the special guest in Nelsor. 
Mandela's 80th birthday party. 

But in the end, 1 figure Simone triumphec 
over the intolerance of her time far less in he 
contributions to the civi rights movement 
though they were formidable, than in her contri 
bution to popular music itself. She was a uniqu 
talent, one who had remarkable vocal range anc 
musical imagination. Her arrangements ranget 
from Kurt Weill and Bertoldt Brecht “Pirate Jen 
ny” (from “Three Penny Opera") to George Наг 
rison’s "Here Comes the Sun." She could be the 
ашса! and lyrical, angry and sad, tearful and eu 
phoric, often at the same time. Her version ^N 
Me Quinte Pas” (translated into English as “If Yo 
Go Away") is one of the best Ive heard. She sing 
it with such ache and longing, her voice тет 
bling like an anxious, or deserted, lover, but als 
"with great power and strengt, like someon 
who has seen so many storms in life, she wi 
weather this one. This is no tremulous soul wa 
lowing in self-pity. 

unice Kathleen Waymon, aka Nina Simon 
died last Monday in her home in the south c 
France. You might want to spare a thought c 
prayer for her if you have the time. Better stil 
you might want to dust off those old recore 
and send them spinning again in the curntabh 

‘That you have to make time for. 


Comments та decuiros@info.com.pht 


FRIDAY, APRIL 25, 2003 


= PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Lo OPINION _ 


A leadership's failure to inspire 


EAST Asian economies had clawed back to eco- 
nomic recovery from a regional average of 3.5 per- 
cent in 2001 to nearly 6 percent in 2002, but these 
gains now face being wiped out by two shocks in 
3003—the uncertainties of the Iraq war followed 
in quick succession by the SARS epidemic. 

"The World Bank and economists of private com- 
panies are now reassessing the economic outlook 
Of the region and are trimming growth forecasts 
for the year and years beyond. Economists have 
pared down gross domestic product growth rates 
of East Asian economies within a band of between 
0.1 percent and 2 percent, 

One forecast predicts a 0.1-1.0 percent con- 
traction of the Philippine GDP smaller than rates 
forecast for Hong Kong and Singapore, with 
Hong Kong being one of the hardest-hit by SARS. 
‘The finance department believes that the Philip- 
pines would fare better than most East Asian 
économies because its economy is less dependent 
оп exports and its tourist industry is smaller than 
that of Hong Kong, Singapore and Thailand. 

We had a better than expected growth rate last 
year and the government's projected GDP growth 
Tate of 5.2 percent is on the high end next year, 
compared to 4.6 percent last year. The optimism 
of the government in the midst of global econom- 
icshocks and gloom is both admirable and worry- 
ing. It echoes the governments attitude nurtured 
in the aftermath of the 1997 Asian financial crisis, 
in which we said the economy escaped the worst 
impact of the meltdown and did better than most 
East Asian economies. But we failed to build up 
on that advantage, and by the year 2002, our 
growth rate was overtaken by that of most East 
Asian economies. 

The Macapagal administration is walking into 
the SARS health crisis which has certainly been a 
setback for our economic expansion, as it has 
been for the other Asian economies. We don't 
know how long the SARS uncertainty will last 
and what will be the effect of the new economic 
downturn on the political fortunes of the Maca- 
pagal administration as it lurches from one crisis 
(the Iraqi) war to the next. 


THE STORY of the last days in the life of Adela 
Catalon, the “A.C.” identified as a "possible SARS 
case" who died at the San Lazaro Hospital last 
April 14, is a testimony not just to the difficulty 
involved in imposing a total quarantine on gre- 
garious and sociable Filipinos, but also to the in- 
credible sense of filial loyalty and devotion of Fil- 
ipinas, which Adela certainly embodied. 

А caregiver and nursing attendant for more 
than 20 years in Canada, she went home to Al- 
cala, Pangasinan to look after her father who was 
dying of colon cancer. In the nine days she was in 
the country, Adela traveled practically the length 
and breadth of Luzon in search of a cure for her 
father. She brought him to Manila to consult with 
а specialist, staying with and visiting relatives in 
the city in the process. When the prognosis from 
doctors wasn't too hopeful, Adela and her father 
then went in search of alternative cures, search- 
ing for albularyos or faith healers in Tarlac and 
Baguio. Why, she even found time to attend the 
high school graduation of a niece and stand as а 
sponsor at a relative's wedding in Baguio! 

АТУ report quotes health authorities as being 
“astounded!” by the number of people Adela came 
in close contact with in just over a week's stay, 
which they now estimate to be around 800. In- 
credibly, relatives say Adela was already running 
a fever when she arrived from Canada. One won- 
ders where she found the energy to go to all the 
places she did with her ailing father before the 
symptoms of possible SARS got the better of her. 
MY suspicion is that Adela dug from the same 
bottomless well of devotion to her family that 
led her to seek employment abroad in the first 
place. Ican just imagine Adela deciding to take 
things in her own hands and making the long 
trip to Alcala to personally look for а cure for 
her father. Like many who become the de facto 
head of family because they're looked upon as 
the source of financial support, Adela may 
have thought her father's survival necessitat- 
ed her personal care and vigilance, believing 
she should take a more aggressive approach in 
the search fora cure. 


ANALYSIS 


The Iraqi war delivered a shock to the popular- 
ty rating of the administration, if we are to be- 
jeve the explanation of the Social Weather Sta- 

tions. In the March 2003 SWS survey, President 

Macapagal-Arroyo's net satisfaction rating 
lunged to a record low of -14 percent, down 

From the +6 percent in December 2002. The SWS 

blames the fall of the rating to the administra- 

tion's alignment with the Iraq war policy of US 

President George W. Bush. 

But now that Bush has swiftly won his war on 
Iraq, will that military victory translate into tri- 
umphalism that will lift the continuing sag of 
President Macapagal's performance rating? 

‘With the military campaign behind us, alignment. 
ofthe Philippines ro the US war policy сап no longer 
be used as an excuse to explain the Presidents 
plummeting popularity rating. But she has been 
supplied with another possible explanation, if her 
popularity continues to tumble—and the explana- 
tion is the economic impact of the SARS shock. 

External shocks or contingencies cannot al- 
ways be used as an excuse for poor leadership 
performance. Pretty soon, the President will run. 
out of exogenous events that grab the headlines 
and divert attention away from unsatisfactory 
performance. When these run out, the adminis- 
tration will have to face the domestic political re- 
ality,of not having been able to galvanize the na- 
tion to political and economic dynamism that was 
expected to follow her decision to withdraw from 
the 2004 presidential race. 

‘The purpose of her withdrawal, according to 
her declaration, is to reinvigorate the presidency 


Adela’s last days 
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If indeed Adela had come down with SARS, 
and if she had infected her father and this, not 
the cancer, had ultimately killed him, I'm sure 
Adela would have been the first to realize the 
irony of the situation. 

But that shouldn't detract a bit from Adela's 
heroism. SARS or no SARS, she deserves the 
gratitude and love of her family and the admi- 
ration of her countryfolk. And there are thou- 
sands, maybe hundreds of thousands, of Pinays 
like her, often forsaking personal happiness 
and fulfillment to help their families financially 
and otherwise, and taking personal responsi- 
bility for the welfare of aging parents and the 
education of younger siblings and relatives. 

SARS may have punctuated Adela's life with 

a sad, ironic and premature ending. But it was 
not what her life was all about. 
REP Jun Lozada has filed a bill that would give. 
the government, specifically the Department of 
Health, more powers in imposing and maintain- 
ing a quarantine on individuals, homes and com- 
munities suspected of harboring an infectious dis- 
ease. 

The impetus for the legislation is the SARS out- 
break, but the bill, if passed, may be used for the 
containment of other infectious diseases. 

Ihave yet to read Lozada's bill, which allegedly 
has the support of Health Secretary Manolet 
Dayrit, but | can only hope its provenance in this 
time of panic and paranoia has not influenced its 
contents, allowing for more drastic and draconi- 
ап measures than are necessary or sensible. 

Reports say that in China, “special squads” have 
been sent out to round up people displaying symp- 


by putting her administration above the poi- 
sonous atmosphere of partisan politics and by 
building a consensus for reform in the remaining 
months of her administration. 

The revitalization of the presidency has not 
happened. True, she packaged an agenda of leg- 
islative priorities, but if one examines the result, 
only a few items have been translated into legis- 
lation or executive programs. The fact that the 
administration managed to push through 
Congress the anti-money laundering law among 
а number of key reform measures, does not re- 
fect a reinvigorated presidency that has gained 
the initiative and the capacity to get things done 
asa result of her self-abnegation in the presiden- 
tial succession. One of the measures which the 
public has been anxiously following for re- 
‘sults—the computerization of the election mech- 
anism—has stalled painfully in the Comelec. 
True, finally the bidding process has started, but 
the process is not moving fast enough, reflecting 
the leadership vacuum that has developed after 
her withdrawal last December. 

There has been a suffocating intensity of 
rhetoric of a "strong republic" that was expected 
to emerge from her political self-denial, but Iam 
afraid she and her ideologues have confused 
empty rhetoric for a strong state. 

‘The continuing decline of her popularity can- 
not accurately be attributed to foreign policy sup- 
porting Bush's war on Iraq. It is only part of the 
explanation. There must be some underlying 
causes for her failure to take off in her quest to 
shake the nation and galvanize public support be 
hind her programs. ‘The failure to take off is 
symptomatic of a failure of providing inspiring 
and strong leadership. No one seems to take her 
seriously and follow her bidding. Everyone seems 
to be biding his time, waiting for a new gale of 
"winds to gust up after May 2004. 

It is а pity that her withdrawal from presiden- 
tial succession has become a wasted opportunity 
to move the nation out of lethargy and divisions. 
President Macapagal has been reduced to merely 
being a caretaker of the nation. 


toms of SARS. In Singapore, authorities have 
vowed to jail suspected SARS victims or those who 
have come in close contact with them who violate 
their quarantine restrictions. Given human nature, 
1 can only guess that such threats and sanctions 
will only drive SARS further underground, making 
it much more difficult for public health authorities 
to track down possible carriers. 

In Alcala, Barangay Vacante where the Catalon 

family lives has been put under quarantine. Pan- 
gasinan Gov. Victor Agbayani has asked for rein- 
forcement from police and soldiers to ensure the 
quarantine is observed and “maintain calm" in 
the village. But already resentment is brewing 
among the Catalons’ neighbors. 
EARLY interviews with the Catalons and their 
neighbors revealed their fears of going hungry 
or losing their sources of income. When ven- 
dors and storeowners heard that they were 
from Barangay Vacante, they said, they were 
shooed away, with doors shut in their faces. 

Food shortage and insecurity about their 
livelihoods would not make it likely that Va- 
cante residents will take the quarantine with 
calm or a sense of civic duty. Perhaps the first 
thing that authorities should do when impos- 
ing quarantine is to reassure the residents that 
they will have plenty of food and water during 
the duration of the quarantine, that the quar- 
antine is only temporary, and that they can 
protect themselves from the disease. 

It's not enough to tell people to stay put so 
that they don't spread the disease to others. 
They must also be assured that they don’t have 
to just wait for death to knock on their doors, 
that there are precautionary measures they 
can take to ward off infection, and that they 
have a good chance of surviving the disease 
should they come down with an infection. 

And as our photographer Val Handumon's 
account reveals, the public seems to be getting 
the wrong messages about SARS. Hysteria and 
shunning will only slow down and not speed 
up the containment of an infectious disease 
like SARS. 


Unfinished manuscript 


WHILE people argue whether T am correct to as- 
sert that the unfinished Rizal work “Makamisa” is 
indeed the beginnings of a third novel after “Noli 
Me Tangere” and “El Filibusterismo,” I continue 
to mine Rizal's works for material about his life 
and times. The tuktukan game described in last 
Wednesday's column continues with Cecilio tak- 
ing up the challenge of Silvino: 

“Very well then, tuktukan! 1 accept your chal- 
enge. {Cecilio} retorted helplessly, yet looking 
quite impassioned. ‘Who will hold the egg below 
my hand?" 

"You will, replied Silvino. 

“No, you will be the one above, he said while 
tying to tes the strength of his eggshell by gently 
hitting it against his front teeth to assure him of 
its resistance. He likewise made slight and deli- 
cate blows or golpecitos on the elongated portion 
ofthe egg. 

“Well, your suggestion is well taken,’ replied 
Silvino quite generously, "ЇЇ hold my egg below 
your fist. 

"He grasped the elongated part of the egg firm- 
lyin the palm of his hand, leaving only a very tiny 

ortion of it exposed between his thumb and 
forefinger. These boys knew by experience that 
between two eggs of equal resistance the egg 
placed below the hand usually loses. strength 
since jt receives the hardest blow. 

"But the young boy suggested that they follow 
the rules of the game strictly, and first examine 
the eggs to be used. The young boy was glad, so 
that he could first test the strength of the eggshell 
by pounding it slightly against his teeth. 

"Silvino also brought out his winning egg and 
tested it against his teeth. He opened his eyes 
wide to attract more attention from the onlook- 
ers. Upon testing, the egg gave a sharp and resis- 
tant sound; he was exceedingly glad that it was 
really an extraordinary egg for the contest. 

"Well, now my friend, allow me to examine 

= your winnlng egg? [Cecilio said as] he extended 
is hand to Silvino. 

"You have already examined mine!’ 

“Tm giving you your option, whether I am to 
be below yours, replied the young boy. 
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“I can even get somebody to confirm that my 
egg is unbreakable. I'll pay him a real for it. If 
you wish ГЇ strike it against my teeth. Listen 
carefully and you can hear its sharp tinkling 
sound.” 

"Silvino struck the egg once more against his 
teeth and it really produced a strong tinkling 
sound. The young boy, who had not had so much 
tuktukan experience, was readily convinced and 
nodded his approval for the contest to begin. Sil- 
vino firmly grasped his winning egg in the right 
position and smiled maliciously. [Cecilio] 
grasped the elongated portion of his egg with his 
right hand, when suddenly Silvino struck a strong 
blow against his opponents egg, producing a 
cracking sound. [Cecilio] suddenly turned pale, 
while Silvino laughed sarcastically. 

“Give me that egg" [Silvino said] as he sud- 
denly seized it from Cecilio, who gave it to his op- 
ponent willingly without uttering a word. Tears 
welled in his eyes. Meanwhile Silvino vietoriously 
kept on shouting loudly 

“Tutukan, tuktukan! who wants to challenge 
те?” 

“At this point Cecilio asks for bigger bets—two 
pesos and the cracked egg to the winner—and all 
the boys gather round the ruktukan champions of 
the town: 

“first, we will entrust the money agreed upon 
to this fellow here,’ Cecilio said pointing to anoth- 
er boy nearby. 

“Naku! the parish priest and your father might 
see us. Watch out! Silvino shouted. Sensing that 
he would surely emerge the winner, he took two 
pesos from his pocket and took the winning egg 
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same thing. Silence reigned momentarily even if 
all seemed to be at the height of their excitement. 
Silvino bit his lips and gazed intently at the four 
pesos he was about to win, but Cecilio stood 
silent and motionless. ‘Shall we test the eggs 
again?’ he asked. 

"What for?’ [Silvino replied and tried to divert 
attention by asking] ‘Now what do you want? 
Who will hold the egg below and who will hold it 
above?" 

This was settled simply by tossing a coin—cara 
о cruz—and: “Cecilio held his egg below his op- 
ponents hands [thus like the first try]; it would 
receive the hardest blow. A diabolical smile 
brightened Silvino's face as Cecilio protected his 
egg, holding it carefully with both hands and 
showing only a very tiny portion of the elongated 
part of the egg, such that Silvino could hardly 
touch the tip. Silvino became angry, since he 
could not even hear the slightest ticking sound of 
hisblow. 

“Both eggs are winners he decided quite 
hastily. 

“Both? Cecilio asked, quite surprised. 

There was a momentary silence, then Silvino 
tried to test his egg by striking it against his teeth 
опе more. He stood up and made heavy blows on 
his opponent's egg repeatedly. Neither of the eggs 
cracked. However, they heard a faint cracking 
sound with the last blow. 

“is already broken” Silvino shouted tri- 
umphantly while looking at Cecilio's cracked egg 
with disdain. Your eggshell was already cracked." 
Silvino glanced once more at the egg in his hand 
and noticed that the tip of the egg had indeed 
cracked. 

"Lintikl he exclaimed angrily. He suddenly 
turned pale and looked at his opponent scornful- 
ly Insults turn into blows not on the eggs but on 
the faces of Silvino and Cecilio. Worse, their fa- 
thers join the fray.” 

What is the game really like, we will never 
know except for what is left for us in an unfin- 
ished manuscript by Rizal. 
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ГІІ take Manhattan 


MANHATTAN, NY—So goes the song, but its really not that 
way about Manhattan. It takes you. In every great city in the 
world, there's always a center of gravity that swings and siz- 
zles and captivates. Or, intimidates, if you don’t like dizzying 
“skyscrapers, for instance. 

Manhattan does all that and more. And everyone has an 
opinion about this territory even if they haven't been here. 
before. 

On а personal 
mote, this was my 
City of Refuge from 
freezing upstate 
New York many win- 
ters ago as a gradu- 
ate student in Cornell. Everybody's favorite was the Empire . 
State Building on 34th Street and Sth Avenue, even after the 
World Trade Center, completed in 1970, had already opened. 
Unknown to many New Yorkers of later generations, who 
certainly are not familiar with King Kong movies as well, a 
plane crashed into the top floors of Empire State in the "40s, 
as though foreshadowing the terrorist attacks on the World 
Trade Center some 60 years later. In the 1970s, the top 30 
floors of the Empire State's 102 stories were illuminated in 
color. And the view from these floors was truly awesome. 

Manhattan of old, as in the '605 and '70з, radicalized а 
whole generation of Americans and non-Americans alike as 
the “new politics" marking the confluence of civil rights, an- 
ti-Vietnam war resistance, feminism and radical student 
tivism emerged. Times Square, that fabulous, seedy strip of 
honky-tonk roughly encompassing 42nd and 47th Streets, 
would erupt with the fury of militant rhetoric covering just 
about everything, from bringing the boys home from Viet- 
mam to sexual liberation. We rushed-down from Cornell to 
Manhattan one time to witness the symbolic burning of bras, 
high heeled shoes and other objects of sexual oppression. Ev- 
erybody's mantra was Kate Millers landmark book, “Sexual 
Politics,” newly minted from her doctoral dissertation in 
Yale. 

There was so much passion, so much anger, so much angst 
appropriately matching the intensity of Times Square. It was 
the beginning of the end of Old America. 

Many decades later, as in this very moment just a few 
days after another war, this time against Iraq, has been de- 
clared by the world's only remaining superpower, Manhat- 
tan is a shadow of its old militant self. Other cities in the 
world, such as Berlin, Rome, Paris and London have mobi- 
lized more impressive and contentious demonstrations. 
The closest approximation to the street politics of ће '60s 
was the arrest last week of some 200 demonstrators arqund 
Rockefeller Center in midtown. The police hauled away 
scores of “die-in” protesters who were lying on the streetty- 
ing up traffic. This was reminiscent of the “teach-in” phe- 
nomenon in the “60s when students abandoned the class- 
room for the more heady experience of the streets in the re- 
al world. But in those days, anti-war demonstrations and 
teach-ins could pull in easily a couple of hundred thousand 
at least. In public squares, in churches, in university audito- 
riums. 

You walk around asking, like Rizal did, where are the 
youth who would die for their country? Is youthful passion 
gone? Could it be true what everybody. says that after the 
"60s and '70s, the “me generation,” the “yuppies” have chan-- 
neled their energies to the power of corporate America? Or 
are people just glued to their TV sets feverishly wondering. 
when Baghdad would fall and Saddam would finally keel 
over? 

Meanwhile, another kind of politics is playing out on the 
streets of Manhattan. Just about every corner, one sees huge 
billboards advertising a TV movie about former New York 
City Mayor Rudy Guiliani. USA Network's "Rudy: The Rudy 
Guiliani Story" is airing shortly. Guiliani is best known for 
cleaning up New York, prosecuting mobsters and white-col- 
lar criminals. He started the secret grand jury investigation 
of Ferdinand Marcos, who was subsequently indicted under 
the RICO Act. 

‘Actor James Woods, a Guiliani fan, traces the legendary 
political career of the hard-hitting mayor, from his days as i 
tough-as-nails justice department official and US attorney to 
the downcast hero on that fateful day in September, in which 
he gained the ultimate triumph for his heroic handling of the 
twin towers disaster. The movie is bound to be a blockbuster 
what with all the other crises—prostate cancer, marital 
woes, acrimonious divorce, problems with a new girl- 
friend—he has had to endure or resolve. 

Does this mean anything larger politically? Of course. Af- 
ter 9/11 Guiliani looked presidential material. Now, with 
current Сом George Pataki unable to run constitutionally for 
another term, Guiliani is looking good for a possible guber. 
natorial run. Pataki, in turn, could only go up, but so far, he 
ог anybody has not declared any intentions of challenging 
George W. in the next Republican convention. 

Manhattan is somewhat saddened in the midst ofall these. 
war jitters by the death of New York's former US Sen. Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan. Known as the "intellectual statesman, 
Moynihan was а scholar-politician who was instrumental in 
shaping US liberal thinking on critical domestic issues and 
foreign policy. 

Unlike privileged intellectuals with a pedigree and elite 
credentials, Moynihan rose from the mean streets of New 
York's “Hell Kitchen” to become a Harvard professor. Before 
becoming senator, he was a “sometimes-controversial advis 
er” to four presidents, both Democratic and Republican, in 
the '60s and "70s. He also served as ambassador to India and 
the United Nations. “Ever the pedagogue,” observes Gannett 
journalist John Machacek, “Moynihan dazzled colleagues 
“with his wit and wide knowledge of global affairs.” His policy 
proposals always provoked lively debates on welfare reform, 
race, poverty and ethnicity. 

One usually high-profile politician, US Sen. Hillary Rod- 
ham Clinton, has been uncharacteristically quiet in these 
days of turmoil and disquiet. She hasn't said much about the 
war situation. She's out-of-the-sixties vintage, and if she 
were not in politics right now, she would have a very, very 
different perspective. Does power make previously ra 
cal/liberal firebrands mellow and closer to the center even- 
tually? The senator would only say of Moynihan’s death that, 
“we have lost a great American." 

From Vietnam to Iraq. Two wars to compare on the streets 
of Manhattan. The former seemed so long ago. But for the. 
latter, how long? 
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Do Pandacan oil depots 


have to move out? 


DECADES ago, I used to live in the 
Paco-Pandacan district where the 
depots of the three major oil con 
panies are situated. These instal- 
lations, as they are known, have 
been in operation for over 80 
years. now. That nothing disas- 
trous has happened during that 
period is not just a matter of luck 
It is a matter of acting responsibly 
all the time. 

People love to bash ofl compa- 
mies because they make life hard 
for all of us who have to buy fuel, 
But like many of matures re- 
sources, oil is a commodity that 
сап be wielded for good or for evil 
ends 

What many overlook is that the 
ой majors, as they are commonly 
referred to, are multinational or 
transnational corporations that 
must function within the law in 


order to make profit for their 
stockholders-owners. In this glob- 
alized era of cyberspace, the repu- 
tation of a business firm is even 
more important than the dollars 
ог euros flowing into company 
coffers. 

Manila Ordinance 8027 re- 
zoned the Pandacan depots’ in- 
dustrial premises into a commer- 
cial/residential area. It did not 
make the operations there unsafe, 
butrather, inappropriate fora per- 
mit. 

It is standard operating proce- 
dure for multinationals to ensure 
their operations are at the highest 
state of international safety stan- 
dards. It would be plain suicide for 
any corporate man, as well as the 
oil company he represents, to cut 
safety corners. 

The lengthy underground pipe- 
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line that pumps petrol from 
‘Batangas City to Pandacan, Mani- 
la is ample proof of that commit- 
ment. The major drawback could 
be the security angle, considering 
that we are today under threat 
from Islamic extremists and com- 
munist rebels. But if 1 am not mis- 
taken, even such risks have been 
considered in the equation. 

In short, why do city officials re- 
ally want the Pandacan ой depots 
to move out? Wouldn't it be more 
practical to just push adjoining 
communities, say, a hundred me 
ters away? 

—BASILIO H. ALO, 
21 Matalino St. Diliman, 
Quezon City 


ACCs are not redundant 


WITH REFERENCE to the INQUIR- 
en's editorial last April 12, we find 
it unfortunate that the well 
meaning objective of our govern- 
ment in establishing Area Coordi- 
mation Centers (ACs) through- 
out the country for the purpose of. 
reducing our communities’ vul- 
nerability to disasters, cnses and 
emergencies has been given a 
flawed and derisive interpreta- 
tion. 

The editorial viewed the set- 
ting up of ACCs as a case of “mis- 
management of resources" as 
these centers allegedly merely 
duplicated the functions of our 
police and military. It likewise 
Suggested that they are being 
used by Defense Secretary Angelo 
Reyes as a machinery for his polit- 
ical agenda. 

Because of these conjectures 
and unfounded views, it is neces- 
sary that this be explained and 
clarified. 


First of all, the establishment 
of ACCs as a vital mechanism of 
our National Internal Security 
Plan (NISP) finds legal basis in 
Executive Order No. 21, series of 
2001. Being an arm of the МВ 
the ACC helps the internal securi- 
ty committees, spearheaded by 
the Cabinet Oversight Committee. 
оп Internal Security (COCIS), di- 
rect and coordinate local and na- 
tional efforts, assess the peace 
and development situation and 
evaluate the effectiveness of pro- 
gram coordination and integra- 
tion. It is the vital link among the 
security, ^ socio-economic/psy- 
chosocial, political and informa- 
tion entities of the government, 
the NGOs and local officials to en- 
able them to mount a coherent 
and efficient collective effort to 
address internal security con- 
cerns. 

It should be stressed that the 
‘ACCs are not controlled by or un- 
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der the direct supervision of the 
Department of National Defense 
orthe military ACCs are managed 
and run by local government offi- 
cials or designated crises man- 
agers. 

Secretary Reyes, as vice chair! 
of the COCIS, is fully aware of the 
significant function that ACCS 
play in making our communi 
stronger, less vulnerable and” 
more prepared against threats 
posed by internal security prob- 
lems as well as natural catastro- 
phes. He is merely doing his job 
and to accuse him of using the 
АССз to advance his political am- 
bitions is unreasonable and un-* 
called for x 

IT. COL. DANILO M. SERVANDO 
(GSC) PA, chief, 
Office for Public Affairs, . 
Department of National Defense, z 
DND Building, 
Camp Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo, 
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Holidays can be 
time well spent 


1AM reacting to the letter of Rudy Coronel, en 
titled “The hypocrisy in Proclamaiton No. 
354^ 

Special days-off officially declared are spent i 
at the discretion or according to the inclination 
of each Filipino, whether it is for purely spiritu- 
al endeavors, family get-togethers, to unwind 
or to relax, missions or ministry work or even « 
adding to the trafficjam on the highways. One 
has to be family-oriented to understand these 
Filipino ways and not to scoff at our cherished 
holidays. 

If we are to measure days as work hours, 
special holidays would be a loss for some or 
even to many, but time spent with family, 
friends and even officemates is priceless. We 
all just have to spend the time well. 

TIM GARCIA, 
HDLC Homes, Marikina City 


SARS in the 
Philippines 


WHO will lead the world in fighting Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS)? Just like 
AIDS, probably the World Health Organization 
(WHO) and America where the Center for Dis- 
ease Control (CDC) operates in Atlanta, Geor- ^ 
gia, will lead the fight. Coordinating with the 
WHO and other health agencies worldwide, 
the CDC works round the clock to map out pre” 
vention, contro}, — 
diagnosis апі : 


cure for 

SARS—all forthe VOICES 
benefit of human- i 
ig sonetingwe ONINQT.NET? 
must all be thank- 

ful about. 

Afterchought: Let us honestly look at Ameri- 
сїў role in our lives. She is a devil for many 
people, but she might be one of the few good 
devils around in times of difficulty and pesti- 
lence. —PT 

A few days ago, President Macapagal-Arroyo 
scared many people when she revealed that 
there was a probable SARS case (a German) here 
їп our country, But several seconds after her rev- 
elation, she concluded we are now “again SARS- 
free.” In the first place, that German only had the 
fiu, not SARS, so 1 felt disappointed when she 
leaked that irrelevant news item. She already 
knew it was nor a SARS case, so why did she 
have to "leak" it to the public? That was not 
news, but scary entercainment.—Polo 

‘That disclosure was done in the interest of - 
transparency, Any probable or confirmed 
SARS case must be reported, and to withhold 
critical information such as that case would be 
irresponsible and might endanger public ` 
health —phval 

Maintaining the Philippines SARS-free is 
not only a test for the Department of Health, 
but a gift for our long-suffering culture. This 
will translate into an economic boom, but the 
herculean task of keeping the country “clean” 
lies not only with our leaders but also with our 
people as well as the sacrifice of our overseas 
Filipino workers —benjietom 

‘The behavior ofthe Filipina from Canada who 
went around so many places before she died of, 
the disease is unfortunate. The over 2,000 Fil- 
ipinos who came within her reach are potential 
habitats of SARS at this time. Quarantine is very 
difficult to achieve for these people —PT 

Health professionals will ultimately be 
among the high-risk carriers if SARS is not con- 
tained. 1 hope and pray it will be contained. 

On a limited scale, this has been shown by 
fearful reactions toward some health practi- 
tioners who work with SARS patients. An un- 
fortunate situation, | dread the day when 
health workers might abandon their jobs and 
miss out on their duties to quarantine them 
selves because of the disease. This can pose a 
logistical nightmare in our health system if the. 
disease is not promptly controlled. The out 
look is more serious in countries with few re- 
sources to effectively fight the disease. 

‘Ona personal note, a dentist | know in New 
York opted to temporarily stop working for 
three mouths after а bout of community-ac- 
quired flu, She is now well at home. Without 
any sign or symptom of SARS, she regretted 
her officemates’ expressed paranoia that she 
had SARS (not to mention her losses in earn- 
ings from the job). This illustrates that even 
health workers are not immune to the fear and 
stsceputuur, 1 “ 
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US says 4 more key 
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TWO OF THE COUNTRY’S MOST POWERFUL VOICES...TOGETHER AT LAST! 
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Iraqis іп custody 


‘WASHINGTON—Four key members of 
President Saddam Hussein’s toppled 
government, including the leaders of 
military intelligence and the chief of 
air defense, have been taken into cus- 
tody by the US military in Iraq, de- 
fense officials said on Wednesday. 
‘Three of the men are part of the deck of 


ty and no friendly casualties,” according to 
the statement by Central Command spokes- 
person Jim Wilkinson. 

Naqib gave an interview to the Los Angeles 
‘Times in Baghdad before turning himself in, 
the newspaper reported on its Web site. It said 
Naqib did not apologize for his participation 
in Saddam’s government, depicting himself 
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cards listing the 55 most-wanted members of 
Saddam's government. The fourth was an 
Iraqi intelligence official who was captured in 
a special forces raid in Baghdad. 

“They're collapsing like a house of cards,” 
said Army Lt. Col. Tom Kurasiewicz, a Pen- 
tagon spokesperson, of the wanted officials. 

‘A Pentagon official said US forces now have 
11 of the 55 in custody, with three others dead. 

Gen. Zuhayr Talib Abd al Sattar al Naqib, who 
headed military intelligence, surrendered volun- 
tarily to US forces in Baghdad, a defense official 
said, speaking on condition of anonymity 

Naqib was listed as No. 21,on the US list of 
wanted Iraqi officials. He is the Seven of 
Hearts on the deck of cards. 

Another US official said Zuhayr was the 
rector of the directorate of military inte 
gence since 2002. He was a regular Army offi- 
cer, not from the Republican Guard. The di- 
rectorate's responsibility was to "keep an eye 
оп the troops, to monitor the activities of the 
regular army for loyalty and keeping them in 
line,” the official said. 

US Central Command also said Muzahim Sab 
Hassan al-Tikriti, Air Defense Force commander 
and No. 10 on the US military list of wanted 
Iraqis, “is under coalition control.” Central Com- 
mand did not give details about his capture. He is 
the Queen of Diamonds in the deck of cards. 

‘Central Command added that Muhammad 
Mahdi al-Salih, the Iraqi minister of trade and 
No. 48 on the wanted list, also is in US military 
custody. He is the Six of Hearts in the deck. 

Tn addition, US special forces in the Iraqi 
capital captured Salim Sa'id Khalaf AlJu- 
mayli, the former chief of the Iraqi Intelli- 
gence Service American desk, US Central 
Command said. 

“He is suspected of having knowledge of 
Iraqi Intelligence Service activities in the 
United States, including names of persons 
spying for Iraq. There was one enemy casual- 


US warns Iran: 
Don’t interfere 
in Iraq affairs 


‘WASHINGTON—The United States 
Wednesday it had warned Iran against "any 
outside interference” in Iraq and began mili- 
tary patrols near the border, amid concerns 
that Tehran may have sent agents possible to 
push its brand of Islamic government. 

“We have well-known channels of com- 
munication with Iran and we have made 
clear to Iran that we would oppose any out- 
side interference in Iraq's road to democra- 
cy" said White House spokesperson Ari 
Fleischer. 

“Infiltration of agents to destabilize the 
Shi'a population would clearly fall into that 
category" Fleischer said, amid media reports 
that Tehran had dispatched agents to shore 
up its interests in Iraq. 

Fleischer would not explicitly confirm the = 
reports, and dodged repeated questions on as = s 
she precise nature of Washington's message to € J оочу Fr m» 

But US Central Command said Marines С tM 
have begun patrolling stretches of the Iraqi f mi 
border with Iran in order to screen border 
traffic for hostile infilerators. 

‘The patrols involve members of the 4th 
Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion at- 
tached to Task Force Tarawa and have been You're succeeding as a professional, It's time to make your mone) 
inde Pu northeastern Iraq since Monday, work harder for you. Invest it in the Equitable PCI Bank 

"The patrols were designed to maintain I mn E 
Iraqi territorial integrity and will simultane- 
ously assist Iraqi expatriates to return home 
to their loved ones as well,” the command 
said in a statement, 

‘The White House rebuke recalled a similar 
warning in the aftermath of the US-led cam- 
paign in Afghanistan, when Washington cau- 
tioned Iran nor to seek to expand its influence 
ineastern areas. 

Earlier, The New York Times, citing US offi- 
Ча, reported that Iran-trained agents were 
crossing into southern Iraq to promote friend- 
ly Shiite clerics and possibly an Iranian model 
of Islamic government. 

‘The unnamed officials told the daily that, 
based on intelligence reports, some agents 
were members of the Badr Brigade, the mili- 
tary wing of an Iraqi exile group operating 
from Iran, and irregular members of a special 
unit of Iran's Revolutionary Guards. 

Fleischer downplayed concerns that Iran 
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would win a warm welcome in Iraq, even 
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Suicide bomber hits Israeli train station 


KFAR SABA, Israel—A Palestinian е station as other soldiers tried As he тап to help the injured, assault on innocent Israeli civil- and a powerful former Gaza secu- in Ramallah after five weeks of 
‘Sickle bomber blew himself up at to staunch their wounds. A dazed he realized he too had been hit. “1 ians,” said David Baker an offialin rity chief as sought by Washington wrangling, Abbas will hold on to 
an imel ain station duringmom- security guard stumbled down started feeling pain in my back, Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's and international mediators. It will the Interior Ministry, while Mo- 
‘ng rush houron Thursday Kilinga the steps, groping in pain at a glass and nails in my skin. There office. “The frst item of business of go to the Palestinian legislature for hammed Dahlan, the powerful 


security guard and injuring 13 peo- swollen, bloodied eye. 


ple, police and medics said. Witnesses said two security clothes,” he said. should be to stop terror” 


were pieces of flesh on my the new Palestinian government ratification early next week. 


ex-Gaza security chief, will be in 


The cabinets confirmation was charge of internal security 


“i was the first such attack іп. guards stopped the bomber as ће Police said they believed the Palestinian negotiator Saeb expected to trigger release of the — Dahlan's appointment was cru. 
side Israel in nearly a month and tried to enter the station, prevent- bomber was an 18-year-old fom the Erekat said: “We condemn any at- “road map,” a staged peace plan cial to the cabinet, since one of 
Mme after an agreement on ing him from reaching а platform Balata refugee camp near the West tack on civilians, whether they drafted by the United States, the the first challenges for the Abbas 


Wednesday on the formation of a crowded with passengers. А guard Bank city of Nablus, but there was аге Palestinian or israeli.” 


the way for a new US-led peace killed along with the bomber. 


United Nations, the European government will be cracking 
mew Palestinian cabinet, paving who blocked the man's path was no immediate daim of responsibility ‘But in Gaza, Abdel-Aziz alRantis- Union and Russia. 


down on militants waging an up- 


Palestinian militants waging а si, a senior official with the Islamic White House spokesperson Ari rising for independence. 


initiative which Palestinian mili: Rotem Alf, 22, an offduty 30-month-old uprising have de- group Hamas, signaled that mili- Fleischer said the road map Arafat was initially against 


tants fiercely oppose. 


glass doors and sprayed blood and wearing sunglasses and along coat moud Abbas, which was formed tance will continue,” he said. 


guard, said he saw a young man of nounced the new cabinet under tants would keep up their attacks. would be published following the granting Dahlan a cabinet post. 
"The explosion shattered plate- "Middle Eastern appearance” prime ministerdesignate Mah- ‘As long as there is occupation resis- Palestinian cabinets ratification. 


Hamas, which has spearhead- 


The plan envisions measures фас ed the suicide bombing cam- 


Body parts across steps at the en- walk up to the security checkpoint under intense international pres- The bombing followed an agree indude a halt to Palestinian violence paign, said it would not be cowed 
amel to the station in the central and reach his hand into his pocket sure on Palestinians to purge cor- ment between Mahmoud Abbas, а and an end to Jewish settlement by the new government, 


Israeli town of Kfar Saba, which asif to pull out an identity card. 


ruption and end attacks on Israelis. prominent moderate, and Pales- building in the West Bank and Gaza Israel and the United States 


lies close to the dividing line be- “He must have detonated the The last suicide bombing in Is- tinian President Yasser Arafat that Strip, paving the way for Palestinian have demanded Palestinians 
tween Israel and the West Bank. bomb from his pocket,” Alf said аз rael was on March 30 when 30 defused a power struggle on the statehood in the two territories by sideline Arafat, whom they blame 


Та the aftermath of the blast, he was treated at a local hospital. people were injured in the sea- formation of Abbas's cabinet. 
two women soldiers lay on a “There was a big explosion. I flew side town of Netanya. 
blood-drenched sidewalk outside ілю the air and fell on the ground." 
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more enjoyable environment in which to live. And it was all made possible because of the extraordinary 
show of support from our hosts in Pandacan. A place we've called "Home" for 80 years. 


2 о р 


unr 


2005. Israel has said it has several for much of the violence, before 
"The cabinet lineup will include reservations about the plan. 
"The Kfar Seba attack is another some of Arafat's critics, reformists,  Underthecabinet deal reached nied the accusations. — Reuters 


talks can resume. Arafat has de- 


US tells France 
its opposition 
to Iraq war will 
have ill effects 


WASHINGTON—US Secretary of State Colin 
Powell told his French counterpart, Dominique 
де Villepin, Wednesday that France's opposition 
to the war in Iraq will have negative and palpa- 
ble consequences, the State Department said. 

State Department spokesperson Richard 
Boucher said the phone conversation between 
Powell and de Villepin, visiting Amman, Jordan, 
as part of a Middle East tour, was “reflective of 
the current relationship we have with France.” 

He described the relationship as uneasy, say- 
ing the nations remain allies with certain shared 
values, but ties have been badly damaged by re- 
cent “serious and difficult" disagreements. 

“Understand that we did have these dis- 
agreements, understand that they were seri- 
ous and difficult and that that has conse- 
‘quences for the future," Boucher said. 

“There is obviously an effect on the rela- 
tionship, on how we look at things, how we 
evaluate things and how we look at things we 
might want to do as we move forward.” 

Ar the White House, spokesperson Ari 
Fleischer downplayed the idea that Washing- 
ton was seeking to punish Paris but acknowl- 
edged France would feel the consequences of 
its anti-war stance. 

“Issue by issue, different issues will arise 
and will be judged on the merits,” he said. 
“And we shall see when that happens.” 

Neither Fleischer nor Boucher would say 
what measures Washington would take. Se- 
nior State Department officials earlier said 
Powell was not in a position to rell de Villepin 
exactly what they would be. 

But those officials said steps under consider- 
ation included sidelining France at Naro and 
excluding Paris or limiting its presence at US- 
sponsored end -hosted international forums. 

Оле possibility would be to expand the so- 
called informal “quad” grouping of Nato's 
biggest and most influential members Britain, 
France, Germany and the United States—to in- 
clude ау, Poland and Spain, they said. 

The quad is widely believed to be a major 
force in shaping Nato policy but it activities 
are kept low-key so as not to offend other al- 
liance members. 

So the first public manifestation of the mea- 
sures will likely be at Nato, where one official said 
‘Washington might bypass the alliance's traditional 
governing body, the North Atlantic Council, in fa- 
vor of the Defense Planning Committee, from 
which France resigned in 1966. AFP 


No new shuttle 
flights until 
2004, Nasa says 


WASHINGTON—US space shuttles will re- 
main grounded because of the Columbia dis- 
aster until at least the start of 2004, Nasa said 
Wednesday. 

The announcement was made as the head 
of the shuttle program Ron Dittemore re- 
signed from the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (Nasa), though he in- 
sisted he had planned to quit before shuttle 
disintegrated on reentry Feb. 1, killing all sev- 
en crew on board. 

“I think flying within a year of the event is 
possible" said Michael Kostelnik, Nasa's 
deputy associate administrator for the shuttle 
program. 

"Willi be likely or nor, we'll have to wait 
and see what the board determines to be the. 
cause, and the recommendations they make," 
hesaid. 

Concern has been expressed that a prolonged 
suspension of the shuttle flights could affect the 
orbiting Intemational Space Station (155). 

"If we are able to return to flight in the Jan. 
wary February, March time frame, which 
hopefully is possible, that would take a lot o: 
pressure off having to resupply” the ISS, the 
Nasa administrator said. 

Kostelnik’s estimate of when flights could re 
sume was more conservative than one las 
month in which he spoke of flights by the end o 
the year, but which he retracted last week, AFI 
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тышканы Te WORLD... 
Nokor tells 

US: Change 

hostile policy 


BEIJING/SEOUL—North Korea said on Thurs- 
day the key to nuclear talks in Beijing with the 
United States would be Washington's willing- 
ness to change what Pyongyang sees as a hostile 
policy toward the communist state. 

The statement carried on the official KCNA 
news agency came as US and North Korean 
negotiators headed into a second day of talks 
on Thursday aimed at defusing mounting ten- 
sions over Pyongyangs suspected nuclear 
‘weapons program. 

In the first North Korean report on the 
talks, KCNA said the United States had used 
verification about weapons in Iraq as a pre- 
text to start the US-led war that ousted Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

The KCNA report, clearly a reflection of Py- 
ongyang's official view, said the United States 
should renounce its "hostile" intent before 
there could be discussions about dismantling 
the North’s suspected nuclear weapons pro- 
gram and verification. 

US Assistant Secretary of State James Kelly 
made no comment ashe left his Beijing hotel for 
the talks, maintaining а wall of official silence 
that has surrounded the first formal negotia- 
tions between the United States and North Ko- 
rea since the crisis erupted in October. 

Few expect a breakthrough from the talks, 
which opened on Wednesday at the invitation 
of China, with the ultimate outcome likely to 
bea pledge for more talks. 

‘The KCNA report, echoing the North Korean 
Foreign Ministry's stance about the talks, said 
Washington should "make a bold switchover” 
in its “hostile policy" and “prove it in practice." 

"This is the master key to making the talks 
fruitful to satisfy the expectation and concern 
of the international community" 

KCNA said relations between Washington 
and Pyongyang had “hit rock-bottom” after US 
President George W. Bush described the North 
аз part of an “axis of evil” along with Iran and 
pre-war Iraq for trying to develop weapons of 
‘mass destruction and proliferate them. 

Participants in the talks in Beijing gave no 
details of Wednesday's talks, but South Kore- 
an newspapers gave some insights from diplo- 
matie sources. 

The leading newspaper Chosun Ilbo quot- 
ed diplomatic sources as saying Kelly had de- 
manded North Korea dismantle its nuclear 
development plans "in a verifiable and irre- 
versible way.” 

The daily said North Korean negotiator Li 
Gun had said: "The lesson from the Iraq war is 
that we need to sign a nonaggression treaty to [e 
Pus oe дс э м A егт wt be conducte at pm иы Ё би, to Twat Ayain vena Mata Cy srg а 
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than expected et 
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Defense and budget analysts agree the price 


tag for Iraqi reconstruction may well be at the 
lower end of estimates ranging from $50 bil 
lion to over $400 billion in coming years. 

The final ЫП depends on many variables, in- 
cluding how many peacekeeping troops stay in 
Iraq and for how long; better assessments of in- 
frastructure damages; post-war security; and mov Pedieab 
Iraqi resistance to foreign occupying troops Dey 

“| think you're looking at $20 billion to $30 7 May 28 оз | вайа Store Showcase ? 
billion a year for at least five years,” said Keith эмиз a 
Ashdown, defense analyst with Taxpayers for June Ah 2003 Jansh Model XVR 
‘Common Sense, an independent think tank. оларын ia 
"Ies pretty much a good news story" I re 

“The United States will likely bear the brunt 
of the military costs, given its leading role in 
the war, and most of the initial reconstruction. Molortrade VR sam no. T ste 
expenses. Beyond that, much will depend on ; ÍANGHE Se deni 
US efforts to persuade other nations to con- 
tribute to the reconstruction effort and pro- 
vide peacekeeping forces. 

Japan and Canada have pledged $100 mil- 
lion and $65 million in aid, respectively and 
Italy offered to send up to 3,000 troops to 
help in humanitarian work. Reuters 
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Probable SARS case in E. Samar probed 


By Joey A. Gabieta, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Its А 
TACLOBAN CITY—A domestic helper 
from a coastal town in Eastern Samar 
пем Те has exhibited symptoms of ће dread- 
ed Severe Acute Respiratory Syn- 
drome (SARS), days after she arrived 

from Hong Kong. 

p 


E N Ligaya Anacta-Acosta, Department of 
Р Health information officer for Eastern 

27 Visayas, said she һай sent a team from her of- 
fice to fetch the 41-year-old woman from her 
pene in Maydolong, 224 km east of 

еге. 

Karina (not her real name) will be confined 
in one of the isolation rooms of the govern- 
ment-run Eastern Visayas Regional Medical 
Center (EVRMC) here, which has been desig- 
nated as SARS center by the health depart- 
ment. 

Dr. Roberto Aniceto of the EVRMC said 
blood samples and fluids would be taken from 
Karina, which would be sent to the Research 
2 5 J Institute for Tropical Medicine (RITM) for 
Be in full swing with a twist of total comfort. : ҖЕ e басота epee pete 

= : 2 ү g ie said this would be considered а “proba- 
All with the complete line of National Twister Elect Ё BET - С bie SARS case" pending the release of the 
Now, you can breathe an air of Optimum Power, з laboratory results. 
Unmatched Durability and Elegant Design in all directions. : Acosta said they learned about Karina's 
" case from the Provincial Health Office of East- 
National Twister Electric Fan. : : у аы 


F : Based on the information relayed to their 
It's N new ease of complete innovation. office, Acosta said Karina arrived at the Ninoy 


Aquino International Airport from Hong Kong 
оп April 9. She said Karina might have stayed 
in Manila for a few days because she report- 
edly arrived in Maydolong only last April 12. 

“And according to our information, she 
went to our (Eastern Samar) provincial hospi- 
tal last April 14 for a medical check-up and it 
was there that she was discovered to have ex- 
hibited pneumonia,” Acosta said. 

Based on Karina's x-ray results, Acosta said 
Karina developed atypical pneumonia and a 
fever reaching 39.6 degrees. 

“We can say that she isa probable SARS vic- 
tim. We based our conclusions on two things. 
She came from Hong Kong, an area where 
SARS cases is so widespread and where she 
could have made contacts with persons suf- 
fering from SARS. And two, she developed 
pneumonia and high fever, two of the signs 
and symptoms of SARS,” Acosta explained. 


Expected 
e y » She said Dr. Nicolas Bautista, chief e 
it Sa ‚Ж demiologist ofthe DOH-8 and Boyd Cerro, 
Durable Matsushita Motor РО j gional sentinel nurse, left for Maydolong yes- 
for years. " Р terday to fetch Karina and bring her to the 
EVRMC. They are expected to arrive here to- 
day. 

Acosta said the two were each given pro- 
tective gears like the N95 mask and goggles 
before leaving for Maydolong 

She said she could not say if the area where 
the woman lives would be placed in a quaran- 
tine as she would wait first for Bautista's rec- 
ommendation. 

Acosta said Bautista's group would also 

‘Spoke Wire conduct “contact tracing” in Maydolong to 

Gies an air S safety for your children о ace on m шук 

а ыле vun. was in contact with since she arrived from 

Manila so they, too, would be checked for 
symproms of SARS. 

Dr. Adelaida Asperin, EVRMC chief of hos- 
pital, said a different entry and exit points 
have been set up in the hospital, which would 
be used exclusively by SARS patients. 

Suspected SARS patients would enter in a 
small stainless gate, а few meters away from 
isolation rooms that are located in the annex 
| building ofthe EVRMC. 

Starting yesterday all hospital staff mem- 
bersand personnel would be required to wear 
protective masks. Visitors and in some cases, 
the patients, might be required to wear pro- 
tective masks too. Е 

But the report that Karina would be con- 
fined at the EVRMC, the biggest hospital in 
Xm. Eastern Visayas, did not sit well with Leyte 
FASPFL 23 Gov. Remedios Perla. 

Asperin said she received a call from Petil- 
la, asking her not to accept the probable SARS 
victim. 

"The governor wanted her confined at the. 
provincial hospital in Borongan, 196 km from 
here. 
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Ilocos provinces 
seek SARS funds 


SAN FERNANDO CITY— Various health units 

in Ilocos Norte and Pangasinan have yet to re- 
` ceive the funds promised by the government 
MECHANICS for the conversion of their facilities into isola- 
1. This nationwide promo is open to all buyers of any model tion rooms for suspected Severe Acute Respi- 


and all sizes of National Electric Fan (except Ventilating ratory Syndrome patients. 
Fans) from April 1 to May 31, 2003. This situation arose as the need for “techni- 
2, For every purchase of any National electric fan, cal quarantine” or the isolation of large 
buyers are entitled to one specially designed Vacuum Pillow. - groups of possibly SARS-infected persons 
3. Premium tems wil be given immediately upon purchase. шей in the Ilocos region after thé death of 


4 Premium items are non-convertible to cash. В | 
Pi nursing aide Adela Catalon of Alcala, Pangasi- 
Vacuum Pillow 


: April y 31, 2003 nan, from probable SARS. 
fo every puras of апу Nitional-etacira far ree forl ону Dr. Eduardo Janairo, regional director of 
ET uer the Department of Health, said the Mariano 
Marcos Hospital in Batac, Ilocos Norte, need- 
ed about P1.7 million for the construction of a 


"except ventiatng Per OTINCR Permit No. 0527, Sores ot 2003, | technical quarantine facility, Gia Damaso- 


Dumo, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER mm — 


Acro 085 the NATION .. 


NC 


FRIDAY, 
APRIL 25, 2003 


up for their food ration in Pikit, North Cotabato. 


Moro women Pikit evacuation 
march for peace, 
deaths now 46 


dev't in Marawi 
PIKIT, North Cotabato—The 


By Grace Cantal-Albasin and 
Jeffrey Maningo, PDI Mindanao Bureau ik (all ii armas асма 

centers here has continued to in- 
crease as their sanitary condi- 
tions have deteriorated, a govem- 
ment relief agency said. 


health office have intensified 
their vaccination activities. Re- 
ports, however, surfaced that the 
women preferred not to have 
their children undergo preven- 
tive medication. 

Fr. Bert Layson, the town's 
parish priest, said the entry of for- 
eign non-government organiza- 
tions was of great help in address- 
ing the health needs of the chil- 
dren evacuees 

Layson said the declaration of 
a cessation of hostilities and the 
immediate return of the evacuees 
to their communities would help 
prevent more deaths. 

“Day by day, the condition in 
refugee sites gets harder," Layson 
said. 

Latest DSWD reports showed 
that only about 7,000 families 
had remained in the evacuation 
centers scattered all over the 
town center. Edwin Fernandes, 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


MARAWI CITY—Not minding the distance 
from their places of origin and the hazards of 
travel, Moro women belonging to different 
indigenous tribes in Mindanao gathered at "Since Feb, 11, when the exodus 
the People's Park in Barangay Sabir here tof Moro farmers from the town's 
des the Ist Bangsamoro Women Assem- far. fung villages started, a total 

у 

The secretariat recorded about 20,000 par- 9246 deaths have been reported, 
ticipants, including the Iranun, Yakan, Samal, ot Tana social welfare di ans 
Maranao, Maguindanao, Ips and Tausug у Central Mindanao. 
women from as far as Tawi-Tawi who built ишн repons fom social 
makeshift shelter at the park. Ксы. DEM mec cl heres 

Prof. Abhoud Syed Lingga, chair of the юле Тана were due to vari. 
Bangsamoro People’s Consultative Assembly, Pus iiinesses brought about by 
described the event asa historic gathering of = difficult conditions in the refugee 
women. i 

“I could not remember any women gather- =“ The Jeadi > е 
Ing as huge as this crowd where the Moro p, "te айр causes, of deaths 
women took care of everything from the secu- The youngest fatality was * 
rity to billeting. We (the men) felt our pres- Td baby while the oldest 
ence was purely on the maintenance and Was 70 years old, 
technical aspects as we ran errands for them,” “he Department of Health re- 
Lingga said. ра снега 

ms Alonto, vice chair of the бора ойк aad бе INCUN. 
Bangsamoro Development Agency, said the 
gathering showed the Moro women’s political 
‘maturity as they were now very willing to ex- 
press themselves for the good of the 
Bangsamoro homeland. 

For Anisa Taha, representative of the Mo- 
ro women in Maguindanao, the assembly 
might not get what it desired for the 
Bangsamoro homeland but they would end- 
lessly repeat this gathering to attain the 
peace. 

“We strongly and always believed that 
these wars and conflicts whether global or 
domestic could be solved in peaceful dia- 
logues through а United Nations-supervised 
referendum in Bangsamoro areas for us to be 
given the opportunity to determine our polit- 
ical status whether to remain part of the 
Philippines or to be independent,” Ustaza 
Saguira Pendaliday, chair of the assembly, 
said. 

The gathering culminated with a “march 
towards peace and development,” which 
incided with the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front rebels’ attacks in Maigo, Lanao del 
Norte. 

“We don't have any idea why these (at- 
tacks) happened,” said Cabaybay Abubakar, 
one of the organizers. 

“But I hope that the MILF and the govern- 
ment will stop the fighting. We can talk 
things over. They should not fight over Min- 
danao, because it is rich in resources enough 
for the Muslims and the Christians,” she 
said. 

‘The resolutions drafted by the delegates 
will be presented to President Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо. 


Europe’s No. 1 Steel Pressed Bathtub 
Now In The Philippines 


KALDEWEI 


Made in Germany 


———Ó € 


KALDEWEI 

Europe's No. 1 manufacturer of steel 
enamelled bathtubs is pleased to 
announce Dexterton as its sole agent 
for its products in the Philippines. 


Аме Size: 
Tox Oem 
450270 om 


570009 
5.05000 


or sizes are siso avaiable by special order. 


DEXTERTON CORPORATION 


157 Sgt. E. Rivera St. (Near Damar Village) Quezon City 
611111 ; 361-60 Fax No. 362-0524 
E-mail: dextarton@de> 
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3 Salad Plates Frees Rx 


for a min. Php 2,000.00, uu 


(CR Permit #A3-260 Sorios of 2008 
uw ш 
To be held at: 


Ceram Trading, Inc. c/o Noritake PMI Compound, J.P. Rizal St. Concepcion, Ma 
Tel. Nos. 948-4876 • 941-6829 + 942-1185 
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_ Airborne 
Diseases! 


Carrier 

31CSA1203D 

* HEPA (High Efficiency Particulate Air) Filter. 
able to retain particles larger than 0.3 micron 

« Developed to deliver 5 ACH (air change/hour) 

« "Pure Check" microprocessor indicating light, 
that reminds you to check your filter near 
replacement time. 

* Recommended for 16sqm? room area 

* Has 2 step filter process: capture larger 
particles with carbon-activated pre-filter then 
HEPA filter for microscopic particles. 


CASH "2000 


Р 927 .10/mo. 


For 24 months using Citibank 


"Whirlpool 


SEAP 

* Exclusively has Filtrete” True HEPA 
(High Efficiency Particulate Air) Filter for ЗМ“ 

+ Captures 99.97% of airborne particles 

* Captures as small as 0.3 micron from air 
passing through the filter, such as 
cigarette smoke 

+ Captures: smoke, dust, pet dander, pollen, 
mold spores and fabric fibers 

CASH^11970 


r 701 .o5/mo. 


For 24 months using Citibank 


National 


F-04PHX1 

* HEPA (High Efficiency Particulate Air) filter 
captures 99.97% of 0.3 micron particles 

+ Capture 99.99% of 0.01 micron particles 

+ Catechin filter can inactivate virus 
promotion and is able to eliminate 
airborne particles 

* Odorex deodorizing filter 

* Air quality monitor 

* Recommended for 22-23 M^ area. 

* Filter check function to remind you when 
to change the filter 

CASH°9900 


P579.s1/m 


For 24 months using Citibank 


FU-40SE-S 

* Anti-Bacteria Apatite HEPA filter cleans air 
from dust, pollen, molds, dead ticks and 
pet odors 

* PLASMA cluster ion shower reduces floating 
molds and spores in the air 

« Reduces odor causing molecules 

°1083.37 ‚mo. į 

For 24 months using Citibank 
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GREENHILLS UNIMART 
Tels. 721-0590 / 54 


ROBINSONS ERMITA 
Tels. 536-8029/ 536-7917 


GLORIETTA 1 
Tel. 816-3991 


ST. FRANCIS SQUARE 
Tel, 633-1362 to 64 
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Tel. (049) 545-7035 


SHANGRI-LA PLAZA 
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SM CITY CARPARK 
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926-8829 


STA. LUCIA 3 CAINTA 
Tels. 681-5301 


ALABANG 
Tels. 850-8848 to 50 


HARRISON PLAZA 
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Basta ampalaya para sa diabetes, | RPA-ABB rebel killed, 


. ang rekomendado nami'y 
walang iba kundi... 


arantid’ 


AMPALAYA FOOD SUPPLEMENT 


Kaming mga doktor sa 
AMHOP ang namamahala 
sa mga municipal health 
center sa ating bansa. 

-Napatunayan namin na ang 
Charantia ay mabisang 
tulong sa aming mga 
pasyenteng may Type 2 
diabetes. Matapos uminom 
ng Charantia araw-araw 
kasama ng ehersisyo, 
tamang diyeta, at kanilang 
gamot, bumaba ang 
kanilang blood sugar at 
nakaranas ng panibagong 


5 en 
Sa 


Loose Tea Bis 


Dr. Guia G. Abad 
AMHOP President 


Available at all §{morcury drug branches and other 
loading drugstores and selected supermarkets nationwide. 
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3 captured in N. Ecija 


CAMP OLIVAS, Pampanga—A member of the. 
Revolutionary Proletarian Army-Alex Bon- 
cayao Brigade (RPA-ABB) was killed while 
three others were captured on Wednesday 
when they fought with policemen and Army 
soldiers in Zaragoza, Nueva Ecija, reports 
here said. 

‘Miguel Guevarra, spokesperson of the RPA- 
ABB Luzon command, on Thursday con- 
firmed the death of Miguel de la Cruz, alias Ка 
Eagle. Guevarra did not identify the three 
RPA-ABB members captured by government 
soldiers. 

But in a report here Senior Supt. Luis 
Palmera, Nueva Ecija police director, identi- 
fied the captured rebels as Raymond Tolenti- 
no, 22; Joebert Dual, 19; and Jong Francisco, 
19. 

Guevarra disputed the claim of Army and 
police officials that government troops en- 
countered RPA-ABB rebels at Sitio Pugo in 
Barangay Sta. Lucia Young in Zaragoza. He 
seid their unit was ambushed. 

Last year, the RPA-ABB signed a prelimi- 
nary peace talks agreement with the govern- 
ment. 

Guevarra said the incident would have im- 
plications on the peace pact, but he did not 
elaborate. 

While Guevarra had admitted that those 
killed and captured were his comrades, Maj. 
Gen. Alberto Braganza, chief of the Army's 


7th Division, claimed that the four men be- 
longed to the Red Vigilante Group. 

‘The RVG, Braganza said, was а criminal 
group tagged as brains behind a string of 
killings in Nueva Ecija since 1998. 

RVG leader Ric Peralta said his group, com- 
posed of former New People's Army rebels, 
had executed only drug traders and crimi- 
nals. 

Col. Jovenal Narcise, commander of the 
702nd Infantry Brigade that supervises the 
71st Infantry Battalion involved in the en- 
counter, said the four men were members of 
the RHB-ABB-RVG. 

The RHB or the Rebolusyonaryong Huk- 
bong Bayan is a rival faction of the NPA. It 
denied having ties with the RPA-ABB or 

IG. 


Narcise said a policeman, identified as 
SPO3 Rocco Matic, was wounded during the 
encounter that began at the boundary of San 
Leonardo town on Wednesday noon and end- 
ed before 4 p.m. in the nearby town of 
Zaragoza. 

Narcise said the suspects, possibly led by 
Peralta, fled aboard a white Ford Expedition. 
The car was seen speeding toward Bulacan, 
hesaid. 

The Army reported seizing four M-16 rifles, 
an M-14 rifle and two baby Armalite rifles. 
Tonette Orejas and Anselmo Roque, PDI 
Central Luzon Desk 


NPA recruitment plan bared 


LEGAZPI CITY—Maj. Gen. Alfonso Dagudag, 
newly installed head of the Southern Luzon 
Unified Command, has warned against the 
"massive recruitment" being conducted by 
New People's Army fronts in Southern Luzon. 

Citing military intelligence reports, Dagu- 
dag said the communist-led NPA was espe- 
cially targeting teenagers in provinces in 
Southern Tagalog and Bicol. 

He advised the people not to beli 
“propaganda and other colorful prom 
fered by the rebels. “We can work it out if only 
the people will cooperate and do not coddle 
the (тере), he said. 

Since last week, the NPA has staged a se- 
ries of offensives, including a Maundy Thurs- 
day attack that resulted in the death of five 
Army soldiers and the wounding of eight 


To our Valued Clients and to the General Public: 


others 

‘On Black Saturday, about 30 NPA rebels 
burned the Globe cell site in Castilla, Sorso- 
gon 

Dagudag also condemned the “rampant ex- 
tortion activities” of the rebels in the form of 
“revolutionary taxes,” which, he said, scared 
away possible investors. 

Last month, Col. Pedrito Magsino, head of 
the 901st Infantry Brigade based in Daraga, 
Albay, said that NPA operations in Bicol had 
already destroyed about P6 million worth of 
government and private-owned installations 
and property. 

Magsino also reported that the rebels had 
collected about P14.6 million in “revolution- 
ary taxes.” Michael Jaucian and Joyce Mejil- 
lano, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau. 


GOLDQUEST BIOTECHNOLOGIES, INC. takes the utmost exception to allegations aired against its wholly- 
owned companies Quest Diagnostic Systems and Microbio Specialists, Inc. over ABS-CBN Channel 2’s program 
Mission X last Tuesday, April 22, 2003. We warrant that these allegations are baseless, and that the concerned 
television program has been misled by an individual or individuals solely motivated by malice. Furthermore, we are 
saddened that these companies were not accorded the similar opportunity to properly present their responses 
over Mission X. 


Both Quest Diagnostic Systems and Microbio Specialists, Inc. DO NOT sell expired chemical reagents. For 
several years now, both companies have worked harmoniously with client hospitals and laboratories, under the 
regulatory watch of the Bureau of Food and Drugs (BFAD). The track records of these companies remain 
unblemished and pristine. 


While we appreciate the spirit of public service that motivates the producers of Mission X, WE STRONGLY 
REFUTE ALL ALLEGATIONS OF ILLEGAL PRACTICES ATTRIBUTED TO BOTH QUEST DIAGNOSTIC SYSTEMS 
AND MICROBIO SPECIALISTS, INC. 


Moreover, WE REQUEST THE PRODUCERS OF MISSION X TO ALLOW US AMPLE AND EQUAL AIRTIME TO 
NEGATE THE MALICIOUS CHARGES LEVELLED AGAINST US. 


Lastly, WE ASSURE YOU, OUR VALUED CLIENTS AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC THAT ALL OUR PRODUCTS 
PASS THE STRICT QUALITY-CONTROL MEASURES PROVIDED FOR BY THE BUREAU OF FOOD AND DRUGS. 


In the midst of this crisis we face, we ARE nevertheless heartened with humility that many of our clients, business 
partners, suppliers and friends in the industry have expressed their steadfast support for us, and have remained 
firm in their belief that we will never engage in acts that are contrary to law and the standards of medical practice. 


REST ASSURED THAT THE TRUTH SHALL BE MADE KNOWN TO EVERYBODY AND WE SHALL OVERCOME 
ALL ODDS. 


THANK YOU FOR YOUR UTMOST UNDERSTANDING 


The Management 
GOLDQUEST BIOTECHNOLOGIES, INC. 


PAID ADVT. 
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Singapore has highest SARS mortality rate 


NO one is above Singapore's stringent anti-SARS campaign. Even Prime 
Minister Goh Chok Tong gets his temperature taken on arrival at Parliament 
House on Thursday. All attending parliament had to go through the same 


procedure. 


Beijing seals 


pore, pushing the worldwide death toll to 
261. About 4,500 people have been infected 
in at least 30 countries, 

Hours after the World Health Organization 
advised people against visiting the city 
took positions around the 1,200-bed Be 
University People's Hospital in the middle. Ê 
night to stop people going in or out, 

“No one is allowed to enter or leave,” a 
‘member of the 2,300-strong staff told Reuters 
by telephone. “There are policemen and secu- 
rity guards standing outside.” 

Tt was the latest dramatic action by a gov- 
ernment which declared war on Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome last week, five months 
after the virus first appeared in the southern 
Chinese province of Guangdong and started 
spreading around the world. 


Outrage in Canada 

There was outrage in Canada as the WHO 
added Toronto to a list of places to avoid be- 
cause of SARS, in addition to Beijing, Hong 
Kong, Guangdong and Shanxi provinces. 

“Where did this group come from? Who did 
they see? Who did they talk to?” asked a vis 
bly angry mayor of Toronto, Mel Lastman, re- 
ferring to WHO. 

"Let me be clear If it's safe to live in Toron- 
to, its safe to come to Toronto. I dare them to 
be here tomorrow." 

Canadian officials said they would challenge 
the travel warning in a formal letter to WHO. 

"There is no evidence of casual transmis- 
sion of the disease in Toronto," Dr. Paul Gully 
of the government agency Health Canada 
said. “We challenge the WHO's assertion that 
Toronto is an unsafe place to visit.” 

Canada has 330 cases of SARS and 16 
deaths, most of them in Toronto. 


Beijing in panic 

In Beijing, anxious residents were clearing 
supermarket shelves of food, stocking up on 
rice, cooking oil and frozen and dried food 
amid unease about possible shortages. 

‘At an outlet in northeastern Beijing of the 
Jingkelong Supermarket chain, business was 
heaviest last Wednesday. when the store was 
packed and eggs sold out, said a clerk. 

“You should have seen it. Lines at the cash 
registers stretched all the way to the store's 
back wall,” said the clerk. 

The airport and train stations were packed 
with people fleeing the city. 

Beijing authorities issued assurances that 
there was plenty of food in the stores and that 
there was no truth to rumors that the city 
would be sealed off. 

But they said anybody suspected of having 
SARS and any area where the virus had been 
found would be isolated. Anybody who vio- 
lated the order would be “severely punished.” 

‘The first victims of the measure were the citys 
prisons where employees have been banned from 
leaving and family visits have been stopped. 

China's national library was also shut down. 
for two weeks. 


More SARS cases 

Yesterday, China announced that another 
125 people came down with SARS and four 
more had died, most of them in Beijing. That 
took the national number of SARS infections 
to 2,422, and the death toll to 110. 

Beijing, a city of 14 million people, report- 
ed 89 of the new cases and all four of the 
deaths. There have been 39 deaths in Beijing 
which now has 774 cases. 


SINGAPORE has a higher SARS mortality 
rate than elsewhere, with 8 to 9 percent of 
patients dying. The average global fatality 
rate for SARS is 6 percent. Singapore's 
higher death rate might be related to the 
way it is calculated—by dividing the total 
number of reported cases by the number of 
deaths. Singapore has а relatively low 
number of SARS cases. 

In Hong Kong, the death rate from SARS 
has incteased to 7.2 percent, from about 5 
percent earlier in the crisis. Some health 
experts fear it may end up around 10 per- 
cent. 

Singapore taxis began plying their 
routes with windows rolled down after 
health experts said ventilation could ease 
the risk of passengers getting the SARS 
virus. Taxi companies said they were en- 
couraging drivers not to use their vehi- 
cles’ air conditioning following the ad- 
vice of experts from the National Univer- 
sity Hospital. Drivers have also been 


asked to put boxes of tissues in their vehi- 
cles. 

Australian scientists hope to import a 
specimen of the SARS virus and infect 
chickens, pigs and cats with it in hopes of 
learning how the disease originated and 
spread. Scientists at the government's top. 
research organization, CSIRO, said the ex- 
periment would be carried out upon the re- 
quest of UN agencies and in conjunction 
with researchers in Canada. The ехреп- 
ment would be conducted to discover if the. 
disease originated im animals and then 
jumped the species barrier to humans. 

Fear of catching the deadly SARS virus 
has reached the mountain dwelling of the 
Dalai Lama and his Tibetan followers, who 
have been advised by traditional medicine 
practitioners to carry а small red pill and 
sniff it to ward off the disease. There has 
been no case of SARS in the northern 
mountain town of Dharmala, and only four 


cases in all India, but people were extreme- 
ly worried because it is a tourist destina- 
tion. 

Insurance companies said no airplane 
exists to safely repatriate SARS victims in 
accordance with international guidelines 
The WHO and the US Centers for Disease 
Control require such aircraft have two ven- 
tilation systems to totally isolate the pilots 
cabin from that of the patient. "Such a 
plane, civilian or military, doesn't exist," 
said Arnaud de Courcy medical director 
for Europ Assistance, the only insurance 
company in France to have been asked to 
repatriate a SARS sufferer. 

Representatives from the International 
Air Transport Association (Tata) are set to 
hold crisis talks with the WHO over SARS 
‘which is causing passengers to cancel thou- 
sands of flights. The lata will discuss "cost- 
reduction measures to allow the industry 
to survive.” Reports from АЕР AP 


We've built this community 


China's state-run media issued a rallying 
call to the nation against what it called “a sav- 
age attack against mankind." 

Premier Wen Jiabao said the consequences 
of eruptions in rural China “could be too 
dreadful to contemplate.” 

"This is an out-of-the-ordinary test, a severe 
test facing China's new collective leadership at 
the central level and the broad masses," the 
‘Communist Party mouthpiece People's Daily said 
‘of new party leaders installed only in November. 


Mang Pacifico represents four generations of the Eugenio family who call Pandacan "Home." "It's secure and it's 

safe. All this fear about fire, the companies have trained the residents to guard our homes and how to take our 

children to safe shelter. Fact is, there's never been a problem in my 77 years. And with the new park they're 

building, our children will have a place to play, just like | did years ago when they were huge open fields." 
Mang Pacifico is just one the 70,000 reasons we should continue to call Pandacan "Home." 

In Hong Kong, four more SARS patients 


have died, bringing the toll to 109. Thirty new e «m D 


cases were also reported. CALTEX PETRON 

‘The latest fatalities were all men, ranging 
in age from 39 to 71, who had been afflicted 
with other chronic illnesses. Reports from 
Reuters. AFP AP 


gapore, Hong Kong 

Singapore reported another SARS death, 
taking the total to 15 known fatalities and two 
suspected ones, 
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Abu beheaded her hubby ... 
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no hospitality 
eT flies out of window 


even if she doesn't want me,” Í 7 By Joyce Mejillano 
Emily, breaking into tears, said р Н : and Gil Francis Arevalo 
in Malacafiang after she and т 
Cleofe were received by the 
` President. 
That Benjamin Montulo, Cle- 
ofes husband, can carry Jenny 
May in his arms only adds to her 
frustration, she said. 
“They don’t even know each 
other but she goes to them (the 
Montulos)," Emily said. “Tm her 
mother and she doesn’t want me. 
But that’s okay because at least 1 
can now see her” 
After Lionels death, she re- 
called, she resolved to do every- | 
thing to escape, if only to be re- | | 
EE. 


united with their daughter. 1 
“I thought of all means to es- FINALLY, former Abu Sayyaf hostages Emily Mantic and Cleofe Montulo can smile again, espe 
company of President Macapagal who met with them on Thursday at the Palace, together wit 


cape for the sake of our child," 
Emily said. "She was my sole Jenny May Mantic (right), who is in the arms of Benjamin Montulo. 


spiration and I tried everything 
because she was the only treasure 
Thave left.” 

Emily said they made their 
captors believe they were not go- 
ing to escape, to make them low- 

. er their guard. 

The Abu Sayyaf had threat- 
ened that if they escaped, the 
gunmen would hunt them down 
as well as their families. 

"They got the names of our 


government, and who invited the 
delegates for the signing ceremo- 
ny. ‘At first they didn’t want to ac- 
cept what I proposed, but later 
they agreed,” she said. 

The resolution containing the 
invitation was approved by the 
Sangguniang Panlalawigan as 
early as Aug. 13 last year. 

Manzanilla said the Chinese dele- 
gates would still come to the Philip- 
Pines, but only up to Manila. She 
Said she was able to convince them 
to hold the signing ceremony there. 
. She said she also asked the 
DILG Philippine International Sis- 
terhood and Twinning Association 
to entertain the visitors in order to 
preserve the good relationship be- 
tween the two countries. 

Vice Gov. James Calisin, to- 
gether with the Sangguniang 
Panlalawigan members, earlier 
asked Manzanilla to cancel the 
planned visit 

"We cannot sacrifice the health 
of our constituents just for the 
sake of that sisterhood program,” 
Calisin said. 


Abductors smashed ... 


From page Al 


LEGAZPI CITY—Thanks but no, 
thanks. 

A long-planned visit here by a 
nine-member delegation from 
the Lanzhou Municipal People's 
Government in China has been 
scrapped by the provincial gov- 
ernment of Albay because of the 
scare sparked by SARS. 

The delegates were due to ar- 
rive on April 29 for the signing ofa 
sisterhood agreement with Albay. 
‘They were to stay in the province 
for seven days, in time for the cele- 
bration of the Magayon Festival. 

Board member Gigi Manzanilla 
said she frankly told Wy Shenlu, di- 
rector of the Foreign Affairs Office 
of Lanzhou, not to come after Albay 
residents and officals expressed 
vehement opposition to the visit for 
fear ofa SARS outbreak, 

It was Manzanilla who au- 
thored the resolution for the sis- 
terhood project with the Lanzhou 


3-year-old 
EDWIN BACASHAS 


family members so they (Abu 
Sayyaf) could negotiate for ran- 
som,” Emily said. . 

Immediately after their cap- 
ture, she said, they told the Abu 
Sayyaf they were poor people 
without the means to pay ran- 
som. 

Cleofe said that they were not 
harmed. "They did not hurt us be- 
cause perhaps they were expect- 


ing us to be ransomed,” she said. 
But no ransom was ever paid. 
Emily said the bandits told 
„them that they were abducted be- 
cause they were suspected of be- 
ing military “intelligence agents.” 
Emily said that was the same 
reason the bandits gave for be- 
heading Lionel last Aug. 22, and 
another companion, Lemuel 
Montulo, Cleofe's brother-in-law, 


FIRST SEMESTER 
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ENGINEERING AND ARCHITECTURE (5 Years) 
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the next day. 

‘Their other companions, Flori- 
da Montulo and Nori Bendijo, are 
still in the hands of the Abu 
Sayyaf. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo 
expressed elation that Emily and 
Cleofe were finally reunited with 
their families, She promised that 
the government would help them 
return to normal life. 


Braganza ... 


From page Al 


On Wednesday, the same source said, Presi- 
dent Macapagal met with Braganza but no de- 
tails have been released, particularly if she 
had asked him to stay at his post. 

Braganza, formerly the secretary of the De- 
partment of Agrarian Reform until his ap- 
pointment to the press office in January, is re- 
portedly afflicted with diabetes. 

А source said that doctors recently discov- 
ered complications in Braganza's carotid vein 
and that he is currently under treatment. 

Braganza hasn't been around much at the 


are the soldiers and Gloria," said 
an angry, sobbing Orly Marcel- 
lona, Eden's widower. 

“We have to show this to (De- 
fense) Secretary Angelo Reyes. If 
necessary, we would bring the cas- 
kets inside, Р. К you, Reyes,” he 
hollered before a phalanx of sol- 
diers wielding shields and sticks 

Orly also demanded the relief 
and summary execution of Pal- 
paran, asserting that the torture of 
his wife and the fatal shooting of 
‘Gumanoy were “not the work of sol- 
diers in their right minds.” Palparan 
has denied the charges against him. 

"Tm asking for his head. The NPA 
should execute him and let his head 
roll. This brigade under Palparan 


tivists of militant organizations in 
Southern Tagalog, and relatives 
ofthe victims. 

Doctors from the Commission on 
Human Rights (CHR) and Commu- 
nity Health Development (CHD) 
found marks on the wrists and 
knees of the victims, showing that 
they had been hogtied and were 
kneeling while they were being tor- 
tured. 

Marcellana's body did not have 
bullet wounds but had two stab 
marks in the face and two in her 
upper back. Her face was shat- 
tered, her nose bridge broken and 
she almost had no teeth left. 
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Palace since his appointment due to his health 
problems. 

A third Palace source noted that in Bragan- 
таз absence, it was Presidential Chief of Staff 
Rigoberto Tiglao who has been “assisting the 
OPS" (Office of the Press Secretary). 

Tiglao and Braganza, both anti-Marcos ac- 
tivists, have had a running feud over who gets 
to hold office in the former bedroom of 
strongman Ferdinand Marcos. 

At one point, Tiglao and his staff found 
themselves locked out of the Marcos bed- 
room. The two men had also fought in front of 
President Macapagal, who reportedly kept 
quiet throughout the turf war. Tiglao is now 


A post mortem done by the doc- 
tors showed that a heavy object 
was probably used to bash Marcel- 
Лала? face while she was kneeling 
orlying down, according to Danny 
Beltran of the Ecumenical Move- 
‘ment for Justice and Peace. 

Gumanoy suffered two bullet 
wounds—one in the chest and 
опе in the face, believed to be the 
fatal shot. 


Kneeling down 
Beltran said the wound and the 
marks on Gumanoy's knees indi- 


should be punished,” he said, 
adding: "Many others will suffer the 
same fate if this were not done." 
Gumanoys daughter Rose 
Ann, echoed Orlys sentiments, 
“Those people responsible for my 
father’s killing and Palparan 
should be punished,” said the 
teary-eyed 16-year-old girl. 


Skepticism 
Both Orly, who brought along 


his two young daughters, and 
Rose Ann viewed with skepticism 


President Macapagal's order to 
Justice Secretary Simeon Datu- 
‘manong to look into the murders. 

“| would only start believing if 
they pull out the 26 battalions of 
the military and jail and subject to 
court martial Colonel Palparan." 

Rose Ann, for her part, sought. 
Ms Macapagal's ouster. "We can't 
‘expect her to help us. What hap- 
pened to my father was her wish 
in the first place,” she said. 

Amid the skepticism over her or- 
der to create a task force to investi- 
gate the murders, the President 
vowed yesterday to bring the killers 
of Marcellana and Gumanoy to the 
bar of justice. She condemned “this 
heinous act" as she expressed con- 
dolences to the victims’ families. 

“The long arm of the law will 
go after the perpetrators, no mat- 
ter who they are, and bring them 
before the bar of justice," she said 
ina statement. 

She said the same after the 
murders of communist leaders 
Felimon "Popoy" Lagman and Ro- 
mulo “Rolly” Kintahar, Reform 
the Armed Forces Movement 
spokesperson Baron Cervantes 
and Senior Supt. John Campos. 
The killings remain unsolved. 


cated that he was shot while 
kneeling, 

Gunpowder burns were also 
found on Gumanoy's head, show- 
ing that he had been shot at close 
range. 

Marcellana, Gumanoy and three 
others were seized Monday night 
by masked men while on their way 
to conduct fact-finding missions on 
military abuses in Oriental Min- 
дого, The two were found dead in 
Bansud town the next day while 
the three others were found 
hogtied in Bongabong town. 

A worker at Funeraria Marasigan 
here, who took care of the bodies, 
said Gumanoy was found lying face 
down four meters from Marcellana. 
‘The site had blood stains. 

‘The worker said police were al- 
ready atthe site when he arrived 
to bring the bodies to the funeral 
parlor. 

“We hope that the local govem- 
ment and regional government of- 
ficials of Mindoro, including the 
congressional representatives, as- 
sist the families of the victims in 
finding out what really happened 
to their loved ones,” Ocampo said. 

At about 1 am. yesterday, the 
bodies of the two slain militant 
leaders arrived at the Batangas City 
pier, accompanied by their close 
relatives and the fact-finding team. 

Holding banners and placards, 
jeeploads of militants from Bayan, 
Gabriela and Anakpawis accom- 
panied the hearses ina “death car- 
avan" from Batangas to the UP 
Chapel in Quezon City, where ser- 
vices will be held for three nights. 


Rally at Camp Aguinaldo 
Before proceeding to the chapel, 
militant groups stopped in front of 
Camp Aguinaldo, headquarters of 
the Armed Forces of the Philip 
pines, and staged a rally. They de- 
manded the relief and court mar- 
tial of Col, Jovito Palparan, chief of 
the Army's 204th Infantry Brigade 
in Oriental Mindoro, who was 
blamed for the murders. 
“(President) Gloria (Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo) has ignored the prob- 
ems of the farmers in Southern 
‘Tagalog. Many has been killed; 
the toll has reached 64, including 
my wife and Ka Eddie, We 
brought them here to show to our 
countrymen that the terrorists 


occupying the Marcos bedroom. 

‘Another Palace source said that Braganza 
hasn't “exactly been happy with how the com- 
munications program in Ма!асайап is being 
run.” м 

It is well-known that while Braganza is the 
press boss, his duties are limited to running the 
agencies of the Office of the Press Secretary. 

The over-all public communications pro- 
‘gram of Ms Macapagal is managed by an in- 
formal 10-member advisory group headed by 
Executive Secretary Alberto Romulo. It in- 
cludes private public relations practitioners 
and members of the Cabinet. 

"But when there are boo-boos, its Bragan- 
za who gets the blame and unfairly so,” the 
second source said. 

Braganza replaced then Press Secretary Ig- 
nacio Bunye, who in turn became presidential 
spokesperson, the post held by Tiglao before 
his appointment as Palace chief of staff. 
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Silver 

‘The Promotion of Church Peo- 
ples Response (PCPR), a member 
‘of the fact-finding mission, said 
Palparan and his special agent Ani- 
ano “Silver” Flores collaborated in 
the abduction and execution of 
Marcellana and Gumanoy. 

PCPR documented the testi- 
monies of the three companions 
of the two slain human rights ac- 
tivists who recognized the voice 
and face of Silver as he did not 
cover his face, while the other ab- 
ductors wore bonnets. 

It is no secret in Mindoro that 
Silver works as a special military 
agent, after he was presented by 
Palparan as a rebel returnee a few 
years back, according to PCPR. 

Silver was also identified by wit- 
esses as one of the triggermen in the. 
killings of Ronald "Choy" Napoles, 
the Albarillo couple and other Bayan 
Muna leaders. With reports from 
Christian V Esguerra Christine О. 
Avendano Philip C. Tubeza, and Al- 
cuin Papa in Manila; and Delfin 
Mallari Jr: and Romulo Ponte, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 
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16 dead as 


From page Al 


town about an hour later. The attacks, occurring 
‘on opposite ends of Maigo's borders, were ap- 
parently aimed at leading to a full occupation of 
the municipality, in the same way the rebels oc- 
cupied Kauswagan town in March 2000. 

Maigo is two municipalities away from the 
capital town of Tubod, which is hosting the 
Palarong Pambansa from May 4 to 11. Itisnot 
yet known if the national games, which will 
attract some 5,000 athletes, will go on as 
scheduled. (See story on Page А25.) 


Kolambugan 

The rebels attacked Barangay Kulasihan of 
Kolambugan town before daybreak, targeting 
a police detachment which was defended by 
only four policemen. 

Residents told reporters the rebels, num- 
bering about 300, were sighted in the area as 
early as two hours before the actual assault. 

‘According to one of the police officers man- 
ning the detachment, the rebels started the 
assault with B-40 rocket fire, which torched 
the detachment structures, a policeman's jeep 
and a service motorcycle. 

‘The outnumbered policemen yielded their 
position after a 30-minute firefight, paving 
the way for the rebels’ takeover of the nation- 
al highway and a bridge some 30 meters from 
the detachment. 

‘The skirmish left an MILF fighter killed, 
said a civilian witness, one of those early 
morning travelers who were stranded. No fa- 
talities were reported on the part of police. 

But the clash left 10 civilians dead, among 
them a 3-year-old child and a Dipolog City- 
based businessman, Rally Falame, 49. 

‘After taking control of the highway, the 
rebels stopped passing vehicles and used these 
to block parts of the road and the bridge, ap- 
parently to block government reinforcements, 

The child was among those aboard a fish 
delivery vehicle whose driver refused to heed 
the rebels’ order to stop. 

The jeepney driver, Angga Saitas of Bala- 
gatas, Maigo, died as he forced his way across 
the bridge. He was later found sprawled on 
his bullet-riddled seat, bathed in blood. 

‘As reinforcement troops arrived and moved 
in to retake the highway, the rebels took more 
than 30 stranded travelers hostage, forcing 
them to lie face down on the asphalt road, said 
Jerry Arcadio, one of the hostages. 

Arcadio said the rebels escaped by comman- 
deering three of the stranded vehicles lined 
along the highway including a government ser- 
vice car. The vehicles were later abandoned. 

By 9 am., Kulasihan was free of rebel 
presence. 

А military intelligence source disclosed that 
the rebels took three policemen captive, one of 
them identified as a certain SPO2 Clapano. 

‘The source said the policemen were still in 
the custody of their MILF captors. But Supt. 
Sarip Laut, Lanao del Norte police director, 
denied any policemen were still missing. 


Maigo 

At 6 a.m., a similar number of rebels occu 
pied the stretch of the national highway that 
passed through Maigo, as well as a bridge in 
Barangay Barongison 

They then commanded passing vehicles 
to halt. 

When a Super 5 Transit bus from Iligan City 
refused to heed the order, the rebels sprayed it 
with bullets, killing its driver, Raymart Duhay- 
lungsod Pasko and a passenger, Emilia Vidal 

Pasko and Vidal were hit in the head. 

Commander Bravo, head of the MILF's 
303rd Brigade based in Lanao del Norte, said 
the rebels were forced to fire at the bus be- 
cause it refused to stop. 

“The MILF leadership has ordered us to 
launch the attack. We did not mean to hurt 
the bus passengers but it (bus) did not stop so 
we were forced to strafe it,” Bravo told the IN- 
uren іп a telephone interview. 

“Ten other passengers and three soldiers were 
treated for bullet wounds, said Col. Emesto 
Boac, commander of the 401st Infantry Brigade. 
‘Two rebels were also reported killed 

The rebels took some 300 persons hostage. 
But they were not able to pursue a takeover of 
the town hall because of the fierce defense 
put up by policemen and Army troops sta- 
tioned in the town. 

The rebels inflicted damage on the 
Barongison bridge, however, and blocked it 
with the Super 5 bus and a 10-wheeler truck. 

The rebels started streaming to safer 
ground when two helicopter gunships began 
pounding their positions. 

‘At about 2 p.m., a military “mopping-up 
operation" led to skirmishes in the hinterland 
portion of Barangay Barongison. 

Boac said government troops had re- 
gained control of the highway and were 
“clearing the area from the rebels to restore 
normalcy” 

“The two towns were cleared around 
10:40 a.m., and the highway was opened to 
traffic,” Armed Forces spokesperson Lt. Col. 
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Daniel Lucero said. 

In the Carmen, North Cotabato am- 
bush, barangay chair Dionisio Villaver 
was killed, together with his son Jimmy 
and two security escorts. 

Maj. Gen. Generoso Senga said 
their private jeepney hit a land mine 
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which knocked it on its side, after 
which MILF forces blasted the strick- 
en vehicle with rocket-propelled 
grenades and rifle fire. 

Kabalu, admitted that the MILF was 
behind the ambush, saying they target- 
ed Villaver because he had supported a 


MILF goes on rampage 


military offensive against the rebels. 
"They are Army allies, they are militia- 
men and armed.” 

Carmen police said Villaver led а 
band of village defenders last month in 
thwarting an attempt by the MILF to at- 
tack Barangay Ranso. In that incident, 


two MILF fighters were killed. Ryan D. 
Rosauro, Hernan P. dela Cruz, Grace 
Cantal-Albasin and Lullie Micabalo, 
PDI Mindanao Bureau; with reports 
from Edwin O. Fernandez, PDI Min- 
danao Bureau; AP AFP Reuters; Mar- 
tin Marfil 
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A PHILIPPINE Airlines flight to 
South Korea returned to Mani- 


day evening after one passen- 
ger was discovered to be il 
"With SARS-like symptoms, offi- 
cials said. 

"The unidentified South Kore- 
ап man was taken to the Re- 
search Institute for Tropical 
Medicine in Alabang for exami- 
nation after Flight PR416 to Pu- 
san, South Korea, returned to the 
‘Ninoy Aquino International Air- 
port at around 6:15 p.m. The rest 
ofthe plane's 147 passengers and 
eight crew members were taken 
to a holding area, Health Secre- 
tary Manuel Dayrit said. 

Airport quarantine duty offi- 
cer Dr Clodualdo Mortel said the 
Boeing 737 pilot decided to re- 
tum to Manila after the man was 
found to be suffering from chills 
and running a 40-degree fever. 

Airport manager Edgardo 


Sick passenger forces 
PAL plane to turn back 


Manda, who was called by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo 
for details on the incident, said 
the 31-year-old man was part 
of a South Korean tour group. 
He said there were 125 Korean. 
and 22 Filipino passengers on 
the flight. 

Dr. Remigio Olveda, RITM 
director, said upon questioning, 
the Korean tourist said he had 
traveled directly йїп South 
Korea, which is SARS-free, to 
the Philippines where he visited 
central Cebu City: 

He said other details about 
the man’s medical history were 
still being taken late Thursday. 
Officials will later determine 
whether he could be a suspect- 
ed SARS case and when the 
other passengers could be re- 
leased from the holding area. 

Airline spokesmen were not 
immediately available for com- 
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GMA bares tough 


From page Al 


place,” Bunye said at his regular media brief- 
ing А 

‘Asked what legal basis the order would 
stand on, Bunye said the government could 
“always invoke the public welfare clause,” ap- 
parently referring to the Constitution. 

In her statement, the President appealed 
for the cooperation of the public: “We can on- 
ly contain this threat to the extent that every 
citizen is willing to do his or her share. I ask 
our people to conscientiously follow the advi- 
sories and procedures prescribed by the 
health authorities.” 

She said all law enforcement agencies and 
local government units down to the barangay 
level were obliged to support ће “disciplinary 
campaign," but assured “those subject to tem- 
porary containment measures” that the gov- 
ernment would provide “all the assistance to 
alleviate the inconveniences.” 

She also said Malacafiang would work 
closely with Congress for the passage of 
“long-term measures requiring legislation.” 

The President's statement came а day after 
the Senate passed a resolution calling on the. 
Department of Health to implement immedi- 


ate anti-SARS measures. 

The resolution also called on the DOH to be 
“truthful, open and transparent” about the 
state of the country vis a vis the killer disease, 

In a speech yesterday before the Philippine. 
Ambassadors Association, National Security 
Adviser Койо Golez said the government was 
not attempting a coverup. 

“We are not just waiting for SARS to come 
into the country. We are actually looking for 
‘cases of SARS to further prevent its spread,” 
said Golez, who serves as adviser of the SARS 
crisis committee. 

Golez said the necessary announcements 
would be made to keep the public informed. 

“SARS is a national security concern that is 
greater than any threat of terrorism on the 
country” he said. “It is being treated as such 
by the government.” 


No need for new laws 

Negros Occidental Rep. Apolinaro Lozada 
Jr. has filed House Bill No. 5937 establishing а 
mandatory quarantine program for the pre- 
vention of SARS and other highly contagious 
diseases. 

Lozada filed the measure saying voluntary 
quarantine was insufficient to curb the spread 


SARAH PALOMAR 
GRADUATE OF THE PROFESSIONAL 
CAREGIVER PROGRAM 


{Espana rae 


TACLOBAN + QUEZON CITY - 
[BATAAN < UROANETA » BAGUI 
Fairview NTROS13060008 « Par 


ITESDA for tho following branches. CALOOCAN sch aat 
PASAY» 


sque NTRO213032146 + 


Fass: MAKATI 88 5099 FAIRVIEWLAGRO 481-3793, 401785 - PARARAQUE 54-4500 + ZAMBOANGA (062) 984-1829 1o 22 Pert application pending wilh 
) 324067. (00) 722-1095» 57А. CRUZ 1040 20 
согор Geruite ol TVET Program Registrato: (Еврабз) Recto, Manlia NTRO213020097 * 
Zamboanga NTRO2090401030 + WW 
ASIA'S PIONEER AND LARGEST IN PROFESSIONAL CAREGIVING AND PRACTICAL NURSING 


SAN FERNANDO, PAMPANGA + BATANGAS - 


jo NTRD100051008 - 0; 


“око (033) 829-5020 * DAVAO 1082) 228-1800 
NTRO313050004 
NTROS 1042013 


St Augustine G 


Ro ces oce 


A mentar el AMA Eisen Syta 


a With SK A's integ 


ated lessons 


Math, Science, Read 


Meratur 


а brighter future 


Mrs, 


FRIDAY, APRIL 25, 2003 ** 


measures 


of SARS. t 

But according to Senate President Frankdin 
Drilon and Sen. Aquilino Pimentel, there is no 
need to enact new quarantine laws, ; 

Drilon said forcible quarantine for suspect- | 
ed SARS cases could be “justified under the 
police power of the state,” and Pimentel said 
the Constitution provides the state powers 
“for purposes of protecting the health of our 
people.” 

Sen. Manuel Villar Jr, however, said pre- 
sent laws merely imposed quarantine on air- 
ports and sea ports. 

“The SARS problem has awakened us to 
the weakness of our existing laws on quaran- 
tine," he said in a statement, "The passage of a 
forced-quarantine law should be prioritized 
by Congress.” 

Drilon told reporters that the government 
had the right to forcefully confine suspected 
SARS cases. 

He said he was calling on police authorities 
to strictly enforce the isolation of three zones 
in Barangay Vacante in Alcala, Pangasi- 
nan—home village of Adela Catalon, who 
died of probable SARS on April 14—"because 
this is within the residual power of the state.” 

Drilon also said people should "not be зо. 
sensitive about individual freedoms, because 
in a democracy you should always have the 
general welfare over and above individual 


freedoms.” Я 


No SARS symptoms 
Pangasinan health officer Nemesia Mejia: 


said no one among the residents of Barangay: 
Vacante, where 169 families had been or-: 
dered isolated by the DOH, had developed 
fever or other SARS symptoms. 

"The medical team assigned in the village 
reported that as of Thursday, the residents, 
who are under medical observation, are 
healthy,” Mejia said. 1 

The 14-day quarantine period that began 
on April 12 will end midnight of April 26, ac- $ 
cording to Dr, Eduardo Janairo, DOH regional 4 
director for the Ilocos. i 

Alcala Mayor Juanito Collado said food : 
packs and basic household supplies from the 
local government had been distributed to the 
residents. He said sacks of rice and food packs 
promised by Gov. Victor Agbayani would be 
distributed shortly. 

Provincial administrator Virgilio Solis also 
promised to send pork and vitamins for chil- 
dren to augment the food rations. 

Collado said Pangasinan Rep. Mark Co- 
juango had promised to give a kilogram of 
chicken and pork to each of the quarantined 
families. 

On Wednesday, the PhilHealth sent 500 
snack packs to the villagers, according to 
Mejia. 

Collado said that with the food assistance, 
there was no more reason for the residents to 
defy the quarantine order. y 

The regional police office in La Union has 
sent a team to beef up the local police force 
enforcing the quarantine. 

"They first sent seven policemen, then an- 
other 14,” Collado said. “Bur 1 thought the 
number was too much, The people might pan- 
ic if they see many policemen in the area, so I 
said the seven-member team was enough.” 

Collado thanked those who had been ex- 
tending help, but said he was disheartened by 
the way other people were treating the resi- 
dents of not only Vacante but also of the entire 
town. 

“Its terrible how Alcala people are treated 


[ now," he said. With reports from Norman 


Bordadora in Manila; Yolanda Sotelo- 
Fuertes, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
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in SRA 


she found а way to link several subjects, 
creating continuing interest, connecting 
theory with application, resulting in 
better understanding of the lessons 
Her strategy proved to be effective, with 
her students getting higher grades upon 


using SRA materials. 
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NBI busts 
drug ring; 
seizes shabu 
worth PIM 


By Philip C. Tubeza THE SUPREME Court has or- 

dered a Manila regional trial 
AGENTS of the National Bu- 
reau of investigation seized РІ 
million worth of shabu and ar- 
rested five suspected members 
ofa drug syndicate said to be 
‘exporting the illegal substance 
to the Persian Gulf state of 
Bahrain. 

NBI Director General Reynal- 
do Wycoco identified the sus- 
pects as Rolando В. dela Cruz, 
37, of Bagong Silang, Caloocan 
City Renato Р. Calugdan, 30, of 
Golden City, Imus, Cavite; Mai- 
mona A. Mandia, 34, of Sultan 


P11,000 after he was found guilty 
of gross inefficiency. 

In a decision released in 
Baguio City on Tuesday, the SC's 
third division also issued a wam- 
ing to Judge Vicente Hidalgo for 
his failure to resolve a motion 
within the period prescribed by 
the Constitution. 

Hidalgo, who was investigated 
by the office of the court adminis- 
trator (Ocad), failed to act on a 
motion for reconsideration filed 
by complainant Aurora Gonzales. 

In the motion, Gonzales asked 


WYCOCO shows the new material used to make shabu. 


Esmael, Dasmarifias, Cavite; 
Genalyn S. Garcia, 19, San An- 
tonio, Bifian, Laguna; and Mari- 
cel G. Pacayra, 22, of Elvinda 
Village, San Pedro, Laguna. 
‘Wycoco said Dela Cruz was 
an overseas contract worker in 
Bahrain, who brought several 


MAS 


grams of shabu there on three 
‘separate occasions and who 
sold the drugs to his Filipino 
contacts in Bahrain for P50,000 
per gram, He said the group 
supposedly got the shabu from 
another drug syndicate in 
Metro Manila. 
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Hidalgo to reconsider his Dec. 4, 
2001 order granting a writ of pre- 
court judge to pay a fine of liminary injunction on the sale of ruled that Hidalgo could not use 
properties of the Development In- 

surance and Surety Corp. (Disco). 

Disco earlier posted bond of solving the motion. 
683,101.38 with the court to stall 
the enforcemeht of an ejection suit 
Gonzales had won against Nabil 
Magdy Ali Ibrahim El Halawanay. 

"When asked by the Ocad to speedy disposition of their cases,” 
comment, Hidalgo pleaded for the decision said. 
understanding, saying he failed 
to act on the motion on time be- 
cause his sala did not have a clerk 
of court, a legal researcher and an 
additional stenographer. 

But in a 10-page decision 
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Мапйа judge fined - 
for inefficiency 


penned by Associate Justice 
Artemio Panganiban, the SC 


the lack of manpower in his court. 
as an excuse for the delay in re- 


"Failure to resolve a case sub- 
mitted for resolution within the 
required period violates the con- 
stitutional right of the parties to a 


It added that Hidalgo could 
have simply asked the court for 
an extension to resolve the mo- 
tion, which “for good reasons is 
normally granted.” Delmar Cari- 
no, PDINorthern Luzon Bureau 
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THIS SUMMER, cool down with 
Automatic. Centre’s Cool Summer 
Scratch and be one of our lucky 
customers who have won for themselves 
appliances instantly! 


Customers of various branches 
have become instant winners of 
numerous appliances: stand fans, desk 
fans, blenders, hot and cold water 
dispensers. VCD players, cassette 
recorders, cordless phones, coffee 
makers, rice cookers, 2-bumer gas stoves. 
electric kettle, flat iron, and many more 
items. 


You, too, can be as lucky аз 
them! You can win the videoke 
microphone, digital eamera, foot spa. 
more electric fans, etc. 


For а minimum purchase of 
P500 at any Automatic Centre or Sogo 
branch, you get a scratch card in which 
you can win instant prizes. Plus, you can 
also join in the grand raffle wherein you 
can win various home appliances! The 
top prize is a 43” projection TY. Other 
major prizes include а 1һр 
airconditioner with timer, videoke 
microphone. 2-door refrigerator, digital 
camera, fax machines, hot and cold water. 
dispensers, portable VCD players and 
cordless phone. 


Promo is until June 30, 2003, so 
hurry and be cool and lucky this summer 
season with Automatic Centre's Cool 
Summer Scratch! 


“0% Interest” 
Appliances in 
SHOP ‘n SWIPE @ 
GLORIETTA 
EXHIBIT 


THIS SUMMER, enjoy the best and the 
latest in home entertainment and cooling 
appliances as Automatic Centre presents 
“Shop ‘n Swipe @ Glorietta” 
Appliance Exhibit, 


The sales exhibit, which will run” 
from April 26 - May 9, 2003 at the lower 
level of Ayala Mall Glorietta 3 in Makati 
City, is the discriminating buyer's chance. 
to own the finest appliances at very 
affordable prices. Come and see a wide 
апау of top brands for your home, offices 
or business. 


What's more, you can enjoy 
reduced interest rates on installment 
when you purchase with your credit card 
Best of all, various appliances are 
available at “0% Interest" installment 
plan: Aiwa DVD and VCD mini 
components, Elba cooling ranges, JVC 
color TV's, video cameras and VCD 
players, Kolin airconditioners, LG 
aircons, refs, washing machines, flat TV 
and DVD systems, Panasonic video 
camera, Philips projection TV and flat 
TV's, Pioneer home theatre and VCD 
system, Sony Handycam and Cybershot 
models and Whirlpool appliances. 


Participating brands include 
Carrier, Condura, Dowell, Kelvinator, 
Krups, Moulinex, National, Omron, 
Regal, Sochnle and Thermos. 


This is your chance to own your 
dream appliances! Come to Automatic 
Centre's "S Swipe @ Glorietta 
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Death of a heroine 


‘THE TEXT message, sent yester- to kil her died a true heroine. who was slain with four others in mother now dead, they have 
day morning, said it all: "Ate 3 a military operation in Daet a lit- z likewise been reduced into eter- 
Eden defended King until the Thatwasnotverysurprising. tle over two years ago, Marcel- nal refugees. 
end. She repeatedly told the mil- This reporter happened to lana was there ahead of us in à 
itary to spare King, explaining have met and talked with Mar- Tagkawayan, Quezon. x d Second time | met Ate Eden Coworkers stressed that Mar- 
that he was just a volunteer cam- cellana at least a couple of times. She had already talked and Recah ^ waslast year, during the showing cellana always ensured the secu- 
eraman from Manila.” She was a lovely, quiet, com- made arrangements with local урар at the Miriam College in Quezon rity and welfare of volunteers. 
‘Ate Eden was Eden Marcel- posed lady who sincerely ad- authorities. s City of the prize-winning docu This great trait, of course, was 
lana, 31, sec-gen of the human mired heroism. ++ “Alingavengaw ng Mga Punlo,” a confirmed by the text message 
rights watchdog Karapatan- The heroine in Eden Marcel- It was the first time I met her. provinces, like Mindoro. film produced by Southern Taga- which said she pleaded for the 
Southern Tagalog who was ab- lana, therefore, did not come by And she readily struck me as a Late last year, I met these chil- log Exposure that detailed the life of the cameraman who ac- 
ducted and later found dead accident. selfless, dedicated soul who drenwhostayinsideacampusin savagery behind military opera- companied them on their mis- 
with two gunshot wounds in the ^ She was often at the forefront would never hesitate to stand for Dasmariñas, Cavite. tions in the countryside. sion to Mindoro, 
head in Mindoro Oriental. of her group's fight for the rights of the poor and oppressed. It was however only yesterday No, Marcellana, who helped She knew she would die but 
Killed with her was peasant poor victims of military atrocities. 1 would learn later that she that learned Marcellana wasal- gather and piece together details she chose to die with dignity. 
leader Eddie Gumatoy, chair of ‘She was mainly instrumental was married, with two kids. so instrumental in ће relocation for the stirring documentary, She refused to be anybody's 
the Katipunan ng mga Sama- in the documentation of human Isawthepicturesofhergriev- and care of these “internal was not at the Cultural Center of running dog, be it George Bush 
hang Magbubukid sa Timog rights violations, personally ñl- ing children yesterday, in a des- refugees" who were forced to the Philippines when Alingaw- or GMA, until the very end. 
Katagalugan. ing complaints at government perate embrace with their fa- leave their localities at the ngaw was honored with an Marcellana was too good tobe 
As confirmed by King Catoythe agencies. ther, and I was reminded of the height of military operations. award. Shewasoutinthefield. — true, as far as the military was 
cameraman identified in the text When we searched for the children of peasants who have Unlike the uprooted children, It was said that, as sec-gen of concerned. 
message, Marcellana, obviously body of my brother-in-law, Gil, а been uprooted by widespread Marcellana's kids may not have her group, she was very strict They kill born heroines, don’t 
aware that her abductors were out dedicated fighter for the masses military operations in the to leave home, but with their when it came to workattitude. — they? d 


It was however noted by co- 
workers that she always made 
sure that everyone else had eat- 
en before her 


Elorde widow almost 
duped by 2 ‘actors’ 
By Christian V. Esguerra 


ACTOR “Mark Anthony Fernandez” phoned 
Laura Elorde, widow of the late boxing great 
Gabriel "Flash" Elorde, in her home in 
Parafiaque last April 16. 

The actor told Elorde, 55, that he was 
soliciting money to help his friend comedian” 
Anjo Yilana raise funds for a sports program. 

Mark Anthony, however, turned out to be 
Reggie Peña, 30, who was acting himself to 
trick Elorde into giving him money. 

But police arrested Pefia on Wednesday 
during an entrapment operation and found 
on him a marked P1,000 bill and checks that, 
Elorde had issued to him. 

Police said Elorde had also received a call 
last April 15 from a man who claimed to be 
from the office of Yllana, a city councilor. But 
when she called up city hall, she learned that 
the councilor was not soliciting money for any 
sports program. 

Peña also admitted to police that he-used 
the actors’ names to dupe the widow. 


SARS scare 


From page A24 


the timely and proper response in case of an? 
outbreak of the deadly disease in the city. 

In Manila, the city council yesterday adopt-i33 
ed a resolution requiring all people working ^ 
in private and government hospitals, clinics: = 
and similar medical institutions to wear face“; 
masks while on duty. 

“With the fear and dread that this disease- 
continues to sow among our people, seriou: 
and stern efforts must be made to protect resi 
dents from contracting the illness by requir-25 
ing all medical personnel to adopt stringenti 
measures to protect the public at large,” said 
Councilors Julio Logarta Jr. and Casimiro Si- 3 
son, authors of the measure. * 

The two councilors said doctors, nurses 
and other medical staff should wear masks at 
all times when in contact not only with sus- 
pected SARS victims but with all patients who ; 
may have undetected symptoms. 

‘The Department of Health is also watching” 
over an X-ray technician at the San Lazaro 
Medical Center in Sta. Cruz who got sick after 
tending to Catalon. 

Third district councilor Bernardito Ang has, 
also proposed to authorize the mayor to use 
the city's calamity fund “to institute immedi- 
ate and serious remedial and emergency mea- 
sures" to check SARS. 

The measures may include SARS screening 
methods, quarantine in case of outbreak, and 
setting up of isolation wards in city hospitals. 

Angs proposal has been referred to the 
committees on laws, appropriations and 
health for further study. 


Typhoid 


From page A24 


In a letter to Oliveros dated April 22, the 
firm contested the order, claiming that no wa- 

ter sample had been taken from Pump No. 6. . 3 

“Our pipelines are interconnected and wa-~ 
Mag Green Cross ter coming from these wells are likewise inte 


"ts нир * mixed,” said general manger Fernando Javier” * 
para mapanatiling malinis ang inyong mga inthe letter, 


kamay. It kills 99.9% of germs na “indeed there was contamination in oney® 
8 i streer it should have dissipated to other areas. 
maaaring magdulot ng sakit However, bacteriological tests taken at ran“ 
dom on several dates proved otherwise." 
But residents of Evelyn Camus, Evange- 
К line Pascual and Yolanda Dominguez 
Mag Greenex Streets in BF Resort Subdivision have been 
para laging malinis ang kusina at banyo. struck hard by the typhoid outbreak, said 


i 1 village official Santos. 
Siguradong patay ang germs kaya ligtas 5 ‘About 80 percent of the 500 people living 
ang buong pamilya sa sakit. ; оп Evelyn Camus Street have already been. 
WE | downed by high fever beginning early this 
month, he said. 
v, Santos added that the number of victims» 
Mag Zonrox f could easily be at least 1,000 because the vil- 


А ке :] lageha ighly 5,000 households. 
i ji n Ayon sa DOH, mabisang pang disinfect A Р 2 She Department of Health yesterday sald 


ang bleach. Kaya sa Zonrox, magiging à 1 к, е te 
ji it pati oid outbreak from local health officials. 
d germ-free ang mga puting damit pati Pas Pinas City health officials have been’: 
: buong bahay. silent about the typhoid outbreak. 
City health officer Oliveros and her assis-« 
tant Dr. Eliezer Natividad could not bes 
reachedfor comment yesterday, 
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Car thieves know when, where to strike 


By Ma. Ceres P. Doyo 
First of three parts 


А JOURNALIST parks her car in 
front of her friend's house for a 
Christmas holiday lunch. Emerg- 
ing from the gathering an hour lat- 
er, she finds her car gone. A speedy 
trip to the police precinct and then 
on to the anti-camapping task 
force that sends out a nationwide 
alert, yields no trace of the car. 

A doctor leaving his home very 
early in the morning, for an emer- 
gency call perhaps, is stopped by 
armed men. At gunpoint, his car 
is forcibly taken away from him 
rightathis gate. 

‘A family goes to a mall and 
parks the van in the guarded pay- 
parking lot. Several hours of 
shopping later, the family finds 
the van gone. Mall management 
takes no responsibility for stolen 
parked cars and please, the car 
‘owners ate told, next time read 
the fine print on the parking stub. 

Life-threatening or not, the ex- 
perience of being robbed of a 
sizeable, expensive property, 
such as a motor vehicle, leaves a 
victim traumatized. 

What is the car theft capital of 
the Philippines? Where in Que- 
zon City is your car likely to get 
stolen? Where might you find 
"chopped up" parts of your stolen 
car being sold as “original?” How 
does your stolen car get resur- 
rected and acquire a new identi- 
ty? Has a car thief ever been con- 
victed and sent to prison? 


government agencies, car thieves 
cannot thrive and indulge in a lu- 
crative criminal activity. In this 
case, stolen vehicles could be- 
come cash only if it goes through 
"legal" processing in government 
agencies, if government func- 
tionaries and law enforcers per- 
form shut-eye operations. 

The case of the journalists car 
disappearing in the place where it 
was parked is classified, in police 
parlance, as “stolen while 
parked" or SWR 

‘The car being taken from the 
doctor at gunpoint at his gate is 
classified as “forcibly taken” or FT. 

When rent-a-car operators lose 
vehicles to car renters, the сазе is 
listed under “failed to retum” or 
FTR. The last one could fall under 
qualified theft. 


Stolen while parked 

‘There are many ways to lose a 
car as there are many ways to die 
by murder. The most common, as 
police blotters show, is SWP This 
could happen in open public 
places, guarded parking lots, 
around churches, — hospitals, 
restaurants, in front of homes. Ve- 
hicles are also taken from inside 
people's homes. Car thieves go in- 
side, open the gate and drive away. 

Car thieves know when and 
where to strike. 

So cars dozing in the home 
garage are not 100 percent safe. A 
‘couple living on Malakas Street in 
Quezon City heard sounds coming 
from their driveway one night. 
When they peeped through the 
window, they saw their Pajero qui- 
etly moving out of their gate. When. 
the Pajero reached the road, some- 
thing must have locked the wheel 
and itcouldn't be moved. Ев movers 
fled under the cover of darkness. 

The number of vehicles stolen 


Connivance 

Among the many crimes that 
are committed blatantly and 
commonly every day, car theft 
stands out as the one that cannot 
be done alone. 

Without the connivance of 


ALABORATORY technician of the Philippine National Police in Camp Crame looks over a stolen vehicle that has been recovered. Recovered 
vehicles are hardly worth anything for these, most often than not, turn up battered and bullet-ridden after having been used in a criminal activity. 


while parked is higher than those 
forcibly taken. While poking a 
gun could produce faster results, 
stealing a parked car could be 
easy if one knows how. 

Its practitioners have fine- 
tuned the operation so that all it 
takes is a click, a kick and a snip, 
ifno one is watching. 

Itstarts with a click of the keys 
or instrument to open the car 
door, then a kick on the anti-theft 
gadget if there is one. And, given 
a little more time, they even dis- 
able the anti-theft alarm system. 


The M streets 
А young lawyer sent this e-mail: 
“My husband, a one-time contribu- 
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Quezon City: Carnap capital of RP 


THE TRAFFIC Management 
Group (TMG) reports that from 
January to December 2002, a to- 
tal of 2,707 motor vehicles (MVs) 
were reported stolen. 

This translates to 7.4 MVS 
stolen every day. This is higher 
than 2001 (2,504). 

‘As expected, Metro Manila or 
the National Capital Region, with 
its 13 cities and 4 towns, leads the 
country’s 16 regions in the car 
theft department with 1,819 
stolen МУЗ. 

Next is Region 3 (324), fol- 
lowed by Region 2 (285), Region 
6 (121). Region 10 (46) is a far 
fifth, followed by Regions 8 and 
11 (14 each). Regions 13 and 14 
have zero each. They don't steal 


cars over there as kidnapping 
pays more. 

NCR figures for 2002 tell their 
own story (see table). Quezon 
City (743 stolen MVs) is tops in 
Metro Manila and the whole 
country, earning the title “carnap 
capital of the Philippines.” It is 
followed by Manila (200), Makati 
(183), . Pasig (169), Caloocan 
(93) and Marikina (69). 

Although the word "carnap" 
should apply only to four- 
wheeled vehicles, motorcycles 
are included in the list of stolen 
motor vehicles. 

Motorcycles stolen in 2002 
(1,049) were up 116 percent 
when compared with 2001 (927). 

This could be attributed to the 


Gov't to set up bomb agency 
to deal with terror threats 


By Philip Tubeza “While the local police would se- 
сше the bomb site, the (PCPBD 
teams would collect the scattered 
bomb parts and other evidence." 
Wycoco said only Metro Manila and 
the armed forces Southem Com- 
mand Headquarters in Zamboanga 
City have explosives and ordinance 
experts that could adequately deal 
with terrorist bombings. 

“When there are bombings (in 
other parts of the country), these 
teams have to fly first into these 
places,” he said. 

Wycoco said the PCPBI teams 
would be based in Metro Manila. 
and Mindanao. 

He said the center would be 
headed by a police official with a 
ranking armed forces officer as 
his deputy. 

Wycoco said that the center 
would be under the Office of the 


‘THE GOVERNMENT is planning to 
create an agency that will deal 
specifically with terrorist bombings 
anywhere in the country. 

National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion Director Reynaldo Wycoco 
said a proposal has been submitted 
to President Macapagal-Arroyo to 
create the “Philippine Center for 
Post-Blast Investigation (PCPBI).” 

He said the proposal came 
from government security agen- 
cies in response to the recent 
bombings in Davao. 

‘Wycoco said the agency would 
be made up of “qualified, highly 
trained, and fully-supported” mo- 
bile teams. 

“they would be patterned after 
the FBI (US Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation) and (United Kingdom's) 
Scotland Yard,” Wycoco said. 


= . 


increased number of two-wheel- 
ers in Metro Manila and the 
Northern Luzon provinces where 
smuggling thrives. 

Stolen while parked vehicles 
comprised 767 percent of stolen 
vehicies in 2002, with motorcycles 
‘on top of the list, followed by vans, 
then by cars (including taxis), pick- 
ups, trucks, jeeps and jeepneys. 

In the TMG report, Toyota cars 
and Yamaha motorcycles ranked 
highest among stolen vehicles. 
These are good picks because of 
their maneuverability and sala- 
bility. 

Саг theft is slightly high on 
‘Tuesdays. Also, thieves prefer to 
operate after midnight. Ма. 
Ceres Doyo 


Cop hurt in robbery 
РОЗ ANEMIO Manubin of the Manila 
police was seriously injured when he 
{ried to fight off seven jeepney rob- 
bers in Quezon City yesterday. Manu- 
bin, 47, of Kamias Road, Quezon City 
and assigned to the Wester Police 
Districts Mobile Division, was on 
board a passenger jeepney on his 
жау home when the unidentified sus- 
pects struck at around 5 a.m. at the 
corner of Seattle and Aurora Boule- 
vards in Cubao. After taking the cash 
and valuables of the other passen- 
биз, the robbers turned to Manubin. 
But the lawman refused to give in and 
tried to fight off the suspects. Three 
suspects then took turs stabbing the 
policeman. After the suspects fied, 
the other passengers took the victim 
to the UERM Hospital in Sta. Mesa. 
Alcuin Papa 


Man killed in QC 
DOMINGO Teresano, 39, was stabbed 
to death by his brother-in-law, Roder- 
ick Terra. in Quezon City on Wednes- 


tor to the Inqumer’s Youngblood 
column, lost our white 1996 Civic 
УЧ, with plate number ULX 110, 
last Now. 18, 2002, while it was 
parked at the comer of Matalino 
and Malakas Streets at the parking 
lot of McDonald's. 

“He attended a meeting at Sulo 
Hotel at around 8:30 p.m. He was 
shocked to discover it was miss- 
ingat 10:30 p.m. 

"Since your vehicle was stolen 
‘on the same street, maybe we may 
even have the same perpetrators.” 

After a week, on Jan. 10, the 
same letter writer wrote again to 
say that she heard the news that 
“a сатаррег named Wengweng 
Lazatin was arrested the previous 
week in the area where our cars 
were stolen.” 

“He was beaten up by several 
people after he was caught in the 
act of stealing another Honda. 
My husband inquired at Camps 
Karingal and Crame as to Weng- 
weng's whereabouts, but nobody 
seemed to know where he was 
detained. Maybe it's hearsay or 
maybe its a lead." 

What is it about Malakas Street 
and the streets at the back of Que- 
zon City Hall? The streets in 
Barangay Pinyahan and in Teach- 
ers Village with the names of Fil- 
ipino traits that start with the letter 
M are the favorite of car thieves. 

The police blotter at Precinct 10 
(where car thefts in the area are 
reported) is full of street names 
that start with the letter M, edify- 
ing names like Malakas, Matapat, 
Matalino, Matino, Marunong, 
Matimpiin, Matipuno. 

‘On the other side of Edsa in Que- 
zon City car thieves favorite haunts 
are Barangays Sacred Heart and 
Laging Handa, which have streets 
named after the Boy Scouts who 
perished in an air crash several 
decades ago. Tomas Morato and 
Timog avenues, which run through 
these barangays, are OCS lively 
restaurant and happy-hour strips. 
More vehicles are parked here on 
any given night than in other roads 
in Metro Manila. 

tCar thieves have many vehicles 
to pick from. 


Recoveries 

But it is not all bad news, as 
The Traffic Management Group 
(TMG) would like to stress. 

The TMG, headed by Chief 
‘Supt. Danilo Mangila, is the police 
agency tasked to oversee police 
‘operations related to transporta- 
tion. Under TMG is Task Force 
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day. Teresano's brother, Santiago, 28, 
was also injured in the incident, said 
РОТ Rommel Merino. Santiago was 
having an argument with Domingo's 
son when Terra arrived and tried to 
break off the fight at around 5 p.m. in 
the victim's house on Everlasting 
‘Street, Upper Payatas-A, police said. 
But Domingo turned on Terra and, to- 
gether with Santiago, they started to 
beat up Terra. The suspect was forced 
to take out his knife and stab the vic- 
tims, Terras stil at large. 

Alcuin Papa. 


Fires raze 2 shops 
APLASTICS company and a turni- 
ture shop in Valenzuela City yester- 
day were razed in separate fires. Ar- 
son investigators pegged combined 
damage to property at P20.1 million. 
The first fire broke out at the НОРР 
Plastic Products owned by Romeo 
Renta at 2:45 a.m. yesterday. Grace 
Савіо, 25, told investigators that 
she was segregating assorted plas- 
tie products In the shop in Barangay 
Rincon Malinta when she saw fire 


How do car thieves operate? 


ORGANIZED gangs of car 
thieves are always on the look- 
ош for cars to steal, according 
to Chief Supt. Danilo Mangila of 
the Traffic Management Group. 

“Parang nagsa-shopping sila 
Ges like they're shopping).” 

Once they have decided on 
their prey the car thieves swoop 
down. Ifthey decide to do an FT 
{forcibly taking), they use guns, 
intimidation and physical force. 
Ies really a holdup or, in Ameri- 
can parlance, a “carjack.” 

They point a gun at the driver. 
ofa parked car, orat the driver 
and passengers as they alight 
from or board their vehicle. 
Lucky are those whose vehicles 
are simply taken without they 
being harmed. With resistance, 
the situation could turn messy. 

Most carnappers who do an 
FT also take the valuable pos- 
sessions of their victims. Or 
worse, as in the case of a cou- 
ple who visited their kin's 
grave ata cemetery, the wife 
was also taken by the car 
thieves ro ensure, they warned 
the husband, thathe would 
not report to the police right 
away. The abducted wife was 
released the following day. 

‘Some car thieves tend to 
chase their chosen prey, usual- 
lyin deserted streets, closing 
in on their victims and then fir- 
inga bullet or two. The fright- 
ened prey either steps on the 
brake and runs for his life, or 
hesteps hard on the gas until 
he reaches a crowded street. 

Why the violence? Because 
the vehicle the thieves spotted 


could be the right model and 
the right color, which they need 
to get. This is the "order" that 
has to be delivered to a client. 

But that is not always ће 
reason for the gun-poking or 
the chasing. It could simply be 
the easiest way to steal a car at 
a given moment because the 
driver and passengers look vul- 
nerable, that is, they are in the 
“right place at the right time.” 

Like in the case of the monks 
who were driving home from 
the airport one night. Armed 
теп caught up with them on 
the highway not far from the 
airport, made the victims lie face 
down on the pavement, then 
took the van and their money. 

‘Another reason could be the 
need ofthe moment. How many 
taxis and cars on the road have 
been stopped, their drivers and 
passengers kicked out, and their 
vehicles used ав а getaway ina 
crime just committed or to be 
committed soon? 

A nun recalled how, some 
years ago, the car of her moth- 
er was stolen in Metro Manila 
then found several weeks later 
in the Ilocos region. 

"It had blood splattered on 
the seats,” she said. "It was 
used for a criminal activity" 

Stealing motorcycles at gun- 
point has lately been on the rise, 
with Indian nationals as victims. 
These victims not only lose their 
motorcycles, hey also lose their 
daily collection from their “five- 
six" lending system and, some- 
times, their lives. Ma. Ceres R 
Doyo 


Limbas which deals with car theft, 
highway robbery and hijacking. 

In 2002, 463 stolen motor ve- 
hides (MVs) were recovered. 
This figure does not necessarily 
correspond with the same MVs 
stolen in the same year. Many ге- 
covered MVs have been on the 
stolen list for a number of years. 

But figures on recovered vehi- 
cles are no comfort for those whose. 
vehicles are never recovered. Or, if 
recovered, say, after years, months 
Or just weeks after they were за 
stolen, they are hardly worth any- 
thing if they are bloodied or bullet- 
ridden and abandoned after having 
been used for a criminal activity 
like bank robbery or assassination. 


Carina Agarao, head of Cru- 
sade Against Violence, said that 
their small family car was stolen 
many years ago in Metro Manila 
when her husband, lawyer Cla- 
rence, was still alive. 

“The car was recovered about 
six years later in Cebu in the pos- 
session of the family of an ambas- 
sador” Agarao wanted it back for 
old time's sake, to remember her 
husband by. 

“Before returning it,” Agarab 

“they stripped it of every- 

the tires and accessories 
they said they putin.” 

‘The car was as good as junk 
when it was brought back to 
Manila. (To be continued.) 


ness Nicanor Villaraza told investi- 
‘gators that the fre originated from 
the stockroom of the 3-story estab- 
lishment on T. Santiago Street, 
Veinte Reales, at 4:14 p.m. 

‘Anne Luisa Villarico 


ALA convention 

THE AMERICAN Legion Auxiliary, 
Philippine department, will hold its 
37th annual convention on April 26 
and 27 in Dagupan City. Loreto In- 
day" D. Melencio, ALA president, 
has asked Sen. Ramon B. 
Magsaysay, Jr. to be Quest of honor. 
Other guests are Defense Secretary 
Gen, Angelo Reyes, Speaker Jose de 
Venecia, USDVA Director Barry 
Barker, Asst. Director John Skelley 
ofthe US Embassy, VFA President 
Col. Emmanuel de Ocampo, PVAO 
Administrator Col, Wilfrado Pabalan, 
VMMC Director Dr. Liberato Casi- 
son, Gov. Victor Agbayani and Dagu- 
pan Mayor Benjamin S. Lim. Presi 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, who wil be 
їп Dagupan for the “Bangus Fiesta,” 
willbe greeted by ALA members. 


coming out of the stockroom. The 
fire spread to a 15-door apartment 
anda food products shop next door. 
‘The fire was put out at 8 a.m. On 
Wednesday afternoon, another fire 
gutted the OSY Furniture House of 
Melchor Ong, said F02 Marlon Sison 
of the Valenzuela Fire Station. Wit- 
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A PASSENGER is subjected by a health worker at the Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport to a forehead fever scan as part of measures to 
ROGERMARGALLO 


help check the spread of SARS here. 


Frantic search for Catalon’s contacts continues 


By Philip C. Тибета, Leila B. Salaverria 
and Jerome Aning 


AUTHORITIES in Metro Manila have drawn 
up strict measures to prevent the possible 
spread of the deadly Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome (SARS) virus in the metropolis. 
The measures include, among others, a 
frantic search for people who had probably 
met with Adela Catalon, the Filipino nurs- 
ing attendant who arrived here from Cana- 


daon April. 

Catalon died allegedly of SARS in a Manila 
hospital on April 14. 

Before her death, however, Catalon report- 
edly visited relatives and contacted some 
er people in at least three places in Metro 
Manila. 

Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay yesterday or- 
dered barangay officials to identify faith heal- 
ers and relatives whom Catalon might have 
met there before she died. 
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She was then searching for people who can 
help cure her ailing father. Catalon's father 
died Tuesday—officially of colon cancer but 
he was considered a suspected SARS case. 

Aside from Makati, Catalon was reported 
to have gone also to a barangay in Quezon 
City and visited relatives in San Juan, 

The report prompted the barangay head of 
the Quezon City area to call an emergency 
meeting yesterday morning to find out where 
particularly Catalon went and met, so proper 
action could be done. 

Meanwhile, National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion Director Reynaldo Wycoco yesterday said 
he has ordered all NBI regional offices to track 
down and monitor possible carriers of SARS. 

‘Wycoco said NBI agents are also on the 
trail of all the persons who made contact 
with Catalon. 

“The DOH (Departmet of Health) might 
not have enough personnel to do the monitor- 
ing so we are helping them," Wycoco said, 

He said that the NBI would inform the DOH 
once probable SARS carriers are tracked 
down. It would be up to the health agency to 
quarantine these persons, he added. 

Binay, for his part, said barangay leaders 
should immediately notify the city’s Health 
Department once they had identified the per- 
sons whom Catalon had been in contact with 
so that health officials could implement the 
necessary safety measures. 

Atthe same time, Binay asked the public to 
be calm while reports of SARS infections are 
still being verified. 

“1 would like to appeal for calm and sobri- 
ety. The report needs to be verified by our 
people, and the residents and transients. of 
‘Makati should refrain from reacting to unver- 
ified reports, especially those sent through 
text messages,” he said. 

He added that the health department and 
the private sector have taken steps to ensure 
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Typhoid hits 
Las Pinas 
subdivision 


By Christian V. Esguerra r 


TYPHOID fever has killed a barangay watch- 
er, and about 300 residents of BF Resort Sub- 
division in Barangay Talon II, Las Piñas City 
have been downed by the disease, according 
tovillage officer Gerald Santos. 

At least 10 typhoid fever patients from the 
city were admitted to the Las Piñas Doctors 
Hospital last March, said Amy Bandala of the 
hospital's records division. 

Maiko Abe, 12, and her brothers Yoshiki, 9, 
and Leo, 3, were confined at the Las Pifias 
Doctors’ Hospital for a week because of ty- 
phoid fever. 

“Doctors said we got the disease from the 
water we were drinking,” the young Abe told 
the Inquinen. 

The typhoid outbreak started early this 
month when the BF Waterworks, a private 
firm, began operating Pump No. 12 on 
Barcelon Street in Phase 4 of the subdivision, 
said Santos. 

The residents started suffering from high 
fever, nausea, loose bowel movement, and 
other symptoms of water borne diseases, he 
said. 

ВЕ Waterworks provides the main water 
supply for BF Resort Subdivision. 

But Engineer Henry Mercaida, head of the 
firm's distribution and customer services de- 
partment, yesterday denied that water from 
their pump was contaminated and triggered 
the typhoid outbreak. 

He said water from Pump No. 12 went 
through standard treatment procedures. 

But Mercaida admitted that the operation 
of Pump 12, which pushes 220-250 gallons 
per minute, could have blown off sediments 
in previously dormant pipelines and flushed 
the particles out of the faucets. 

“We were expecting that the sediments 
would be shaken,” he said, “But we were not 
expecting that it would reach this extent.” 

Mercaida maintained that the water from 
Pump No. 12 went through standard treat- 
ment procedures. The residents had also been 
properly advised about the possibility of dirty 
water coming out of the faucets for a given 
period, he said, 

Last April 14, the city health office issued а 
sanitation order showing that BF Waterworks 
pump on Yolanda Dominguez Street was posi 
tive for fecal coliform, the bacteria that could 
cause diseases such as hepatitis. 

In the order, city health officer Esther Oliv- 
eros asked the firm to stop supplying water 
from that pump and to "re-pipe all the affectec. 
areas (and) disinfect or chlorinate" its water. 


TYPHOID A2: 
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By Marc Anthony Reyes 


OFFICIALS of Palarong Pam- 
bansa host Lanao del Norte and 
the Philippine Sports Commis- 
sion are looking“with deep con- 
cern” at the spate of violence 
that struck the province yester- 
day and could affect the holding 
of the annual games. 

Sports officials said “they are trying 
to assess the situation in coordination 
with the military and police" even as 
they await formal statements from 


Lanao del Norte Gov. Imelda Quibran- 
za-Dimaporo and PSC chair Eric 
Buhain. 

‘The annual Palaro is slated May 4-11 
in Tubod, Lanao del Norte. 

Only President Arroyo has the power 
to decide whether to hold, delay or scrap. 
the Palaro, which Lanao del Norte had 
been trying to host as early as 1977. 

Members of the Moro Islamic Libera- 
tion Front launched two attacks in the 
province yesterday and threatened to 
wreck the long preparation for the 
Palaro. (Story on page A1) 

Lanao del Norte Rep. Alipio Badelles 


described the attacks as tragic in the 
province's bid to host the Palaro. 

“It would be the biggest loss for 
Lanao del Norte if the Palaro will not 
push through," he said. 

The province has already built the 
Mindanao Civic Center, which will 
serve as major venue of the Palaro, at a 
cost of P500 million. 

Located near scenic Panguil Bay, the 
MCC boasts of world-class sports facili- 
ties over an 18-hectare complex that 
now serves as a top local attraction. 

It was at the same MCC where Gov. 
Dimaporo had presided over a recent 
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conference where she declared “it was 
all systems go” for the Palaro. 

She and her husband, Rep. Abdullah 
Dimaporo, had been trying to bring the. 
games to Lanao del Norte but their efforts 
had been derailed by politics financial: 
crisis and the insurgency problem. . 

At least 5,000 student-athletes have, 
already confirmed their participation t 
the Games this year. 

Lanao del Norte military chief Col 
Emesto Boac and policeregional director 
Laut Sarip had earlier planned to staré 
implementing coordinated security meas 
sures before yesterday's attacks... = 
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Rampaging Red Bull goes for10th straight 


VILLANUEVA 


GAMES TODAY (Philsports Arena) 
5:00 p.m.—Shellvs FedEx 
730p m.—Red Bull vs Talk Text 


STANDINGS w 
Group A 
Alaska 

Sta. Lucia 
FedEx 

San Miguel 
Group B 
Red Bull 
Talk N Text 
Coca-Cola 
Ginebra 
Shell 


By Roy Luarca 


HOMER Se and Enrico Villanueva 
provided a glimpse of the future for 
Batang Red Bull last Sunday. 

Tonight, they try to prove that 
they could really help carry the 
‘Thunder to even loftier heights in 
the PBA Samsung All Filipino 
Cup. 

Red Bull, riding on a franchise- 
record 9-game winning run, is aim- 
ing for a sure top-five finish when it 
battles Talk М Text at 7:30 at the 
Philsports Arena in Pasig City 

Apart from Willie Miller, last 


ONE ON ONE: MIKE CORTEZ 


It’s Cool Cat, 
not Cool Cash 


By Alaine Antonio 


(mike cor-tez /mik kor-tez/ n. 
1 Mike Salonga Cortez. 2 known 
for his knee-high socks. 3 famous 
for his smooth moves syn. Cool 
Cat) 


AFTER a full hour of pre-in- 
terview jitters (32 minutes 
of roundtrip bathroom vis- 
its and 27 desperate sec- 
onds of atempting to re- 
member basketball jargon) 
Mike Cortez walked in for 
our much-delayed inter- 
view at the Moro Lorenzo 
Sports Center . 

Its my first official assignment 
for the Philippine Daily Inquirer 
as a student trainee and, despite 
the anxiety, it could not be any 


better. 

The opportunity to interview 
Mike Cortez was a bonus. 

Since his introduction at the 
UAAP I began invading the bas- 
ketball world where the testos- 
terone level is high. 

Being a rookie to basketball 
mania, lam on my way to becom- 
ing one of its fanatics. And 1 am 
fortunate enough to meet the 
man who first fueled my interest 
inthe game. 

A review of his achievements 
showed that 15 years of playing 
had brought Cortez various 
awards. 

He earned titles such as UAAP 
2000 Rookie of the Year as well 
making itto the Mythical 5. 

He was UAAP Sportsmanship 
‘Award recipient and Finals MVP 
in 2001. 

The following year, he brought 


CORTEZ as a Green Archer: miss La Salle. 


SARS threatens Asian cage invitational 


THE SARS menace is threat- 
"ning to wreak havoc on the. 
Asian Invitational tourna- 
ment which the Philippine 
Basketball Association is set 
vo stage middle of this year. 


Officials of the Japanese" 


Basketball League (JBL) yes- 
terday expressed reserva- 
‘tions on sending a club team 
‘overseas at a time when the 
Severe Acute Respiratory 
‘Syndrome outbreak is at its 
meanest. 

In an official communica- 
tion to PBA commissioner 
‘Noli Eala, Takehiro Senshu, 
‘manager of public relations 
and international affairs of 
the JBL, inquired whether the 
‘PBA could postpone the stag- 
ing of the invitational series 
until the SARS outbreak 
Asia has subsided, 


home PBEs Best New Comer 
Award, while making it to the 
Mythical 5 on the 65th season of 
the UAAP 

Soon enough, Cortez, now 
gaining a reputation as a Cool 
Cat, became a household e 
name. 

Not difficult to see why. 
However, with every stretch 
of fame came intrigue. Catching 
bad publicity while playing for the 


years MVP and his usual starters, 
Red Bull coach Yeng Guiao will be 
pinning his hopes on Se, the 
promising sophomore, and Vil- 
lanueva, the prized rookie. 

The 25-year-old Se and the 22- 
year-old Villanueva are both 
wide-bodied 6-foot-Ss. Both are 
known for their tough defense 
and rebounding prowess. 

Against the Tigers, they also 
showed their offensive sock with 
Se, formerly of the Cebu Gems in 
the defunct MBA, topscoring with 
18 and Villanueva, last years 
ЧААР MVB contributing 14. 
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La Salle Green Archers until 2002, 


Cortez was accused of selling whi 


аг 


Ateneo, in the meantime, was only 


too happy to end their 15-year 
drought. 

"Td like to deny that" Cortez to 
repeating a firm stand made in pre 
interviews. 

He did leave the country in г! 
tempt to escape the controversy oni 
to return later as this season's № 
PBA draft pick. 

And, as evidenced by his rise. 
the pro league, the basket is sti 
good for Mike Cortez... in green. 
er pasture. 

“Overwhelming! Its one of 
my dreams. | didnt really 
think Pd go number 1," Cortez 
bared. 

Of course, despite being 
rated the top pick, he still 
managed to stay grounded. 

“I don't really look at it as 
being number one. Because 
being number one or being on 
the last page [means] you still 
got to show that you play” 

Instead of finishing his last 
year in La Salle University, he 
Signed up with the Alaska Aces. 

But, looking. back, was his 
decision to leave an attempt to 
wash off the bitter aftertaste of 
the rumors? 

“Not at all,” he stressed. “I 
miss them [La Salle] a lot anc 
wish 1 could play for them one 
more year,” Cortez said, 

He also assured that he was not 
giving up his studies. "I didnt give up 
college. Im still planning to go back” 

In the meantime, he is putting 

education on hold to concentrate 
on playing for the Aces and to 
spend more time with his family 
(Cortez, 22, is married to his high 
school sweetheart, with whom he 
has an 11-month-old boy). 

Out on the playing court, he 
continues to climb up the ranks as 
опе of the top performing rookies 
this season. 


title 


CORTEZ: ‘just wanna win." 


Tim Cone, his coach at Alaska, 
would be the least surprised if 
Cortez bags this year's rookie award. 

"Mike is very special. Нез done 
all the things we expected him to 
do, actually even more. 

With an average of 13.6 points, 
4,8 assists and 1.4 steals per 
game, Cortez could indeed land 
the coveted award. 

Even Ali Peek, Cortez's team- 
mate at Alaska, had nothing but 
good words for the fast-rising ris- 


Se and Villanueva were 
pleased with their efforts against 
the Tigers, but they promised to 
do even better in the remaining 
games of the elimination round, 

"We really need to step up in 
every game to help our team," 
said Villanueva. 

For Se, working out with the 
team's big guys (Davon Harp, 
Mick Pennisi and Nelson 
Asaytono) during practice is a 
motivation. 

"Мете being pushed during 
practice. All of us really give it our 
best to help one another im- 


ing rookie. 

“1 didn't realize he was able to do 
some of the things he's getting away 
with. There's nothing but greater 
things to come in the future as far as 
Mike's concerned," Peek explained. 

Explained Cortez himself; “1 
don't wanna be cocky. It's still a 
long way until they decide. I'm 
not really into individual statis- 
tics. 1 just wanna win because if 
we win, then everyone's happy.” 

Sitting across Mike, listening 


prove," Se said. 

The Thunder are on track in 
eclipsing the Alaska Aces 13- 
game winning streak set in 1996,! 
but Guiao isn't putting pressure. 
on his wards. 

All he wants them to do is play. 
doubly hard whenever fielded. 

Thus far, Guiaos formula is 
working. 

The offensive load has been’ 
well-distributed and many play- 
ers get ample playing time. 

Guiao gave Se and Villanueva a’ 
break, He was satisfied with what- 
hesaw. 


tohisslang accent, I have decided 
to write-off my initial impression 
of ~ LATE COMER - and replace it 
with something else. 

Once subjected to intrigue and 
labeled as Соо! Cash, he man- 
aged to surpass all trials. Yes, call 
him Cool Cat. 

(mike cor-tez /mik kor-tez/ n. 
1 future business owner. 2 devot- 
ed father. 3 affectionate husband. 
4 down-to-earth superstar 5 a 
success story.) 


"News of the SARS out- 
break is always on Japanese. 
television," the JBL official 
wrote. "Is there а possibility. 
of postponing the rouma- 
ment?" 

But Dave Coros of the PBA 
media bureau said there is no 
way the league can grant 
JBls request since a post- 
ponement would disrupt the 
schedule for the rest of the 
season. 

If worst comes to worst, 
Coros said they would most 
likely scratch out a Japanese en- 
try from the Asian Invitationals, 

The JBL is supposed to 
send the Niigate Alberox, a 
top team in the Japanese Su- 
per League, to the nine-team 
tournament tentatively set 
for July 20 to Aug. 15. 

"Commissioner Eala un- 


derstands the JBL's concern," 
said Coros. "But there is no 
way we can postpone the 
staging of the tournament 
since the schedule for the sea- 
son is already tight as it is." 

"The PBA, though, is looking at 
other options for the three spots 
alloted for foreign entries, hav- 
ing extended invitations to top 
university squads from Canada, 
lub teams from Australia and 
Italy and a dub team from the 
South Korean commercial 
league. 

According to the PBA media 
bureau, the league is expecting 
a response soon from the Simon 
Fraser University and the Uni- 
versity of the British Colombia, 
which is reportedly led by a FI 
Ат player, as well as from the 
‘Australian, Italian and South 
Korean basketball federations. 


Јорп-О closes in on semis berth 


GAMES TODAY (li Cebu City Coliseum) 
5p.m.—Viva Mineral Water vs ICTSI 
7 p.m—Nutriicious vs Hapee Toothpaste 


JOHN.O's fluid running game 
wore down Montaña Pawnshop, 
81-64, yesterday as it closed in 
on an automatic semifinals 
berth in the Sunkist-PBL 2003 
Unity Cup at the Makati Colise- 
um. 

With Marc Macapagal and Celino 
Cruz spearheading the attack, 
John-O netted 13 points on fast- 
breaks and 14 ón turnovers en 
route to its sixth win in eight 
games. 

Macapagal contributed 15 
points, 13 of them in the second 
half, and Cruz added 14. 

Dennis Madrid and Ricky Cal- 
imag chipped in 13 points each 
while Ranidel de Ocampo, paceset- 


ter in the MVP race, contributed 12 
as John-O showed its depth. 

Montaña, which got 16 points 
and 12 rebounds from Jon Dan Sal- 
vador, feli to 3-4. 

Earlier, Welcoat Paints applied a 
suffocating full-court pressure to 
beat Blu Star Detergent, 88-76. 

National pool member Willy Wil- 
son topscored for Welcoat with 21 
and was supported by Ariel Capus 
with 19. 

The 6-foot-3 Wilson, who made 
10 points in the final quarter, also 
grabbed five rebounds, issued five 
assists and had three steals. 

Welcoat improved to 3-5 and 
must hurdle its last two matches 
against John-O and ICTSI to keep 
its bid for for the three automatic 
semifinal berths. 

The Detergent Kings are also at 
3-5 following their fourth consecu- 


tive defeat. 

“I commend the boys for step- 
ping up in this game, especially 
Wilson and Capus. Nakita rin 
namin yung weak points ng Blu 
in its game against LBC-Batan- 
gas so we went for a full-court 
man-to-man because we saw 
their players couldn't sustain 
their momentum under tough 
pressure for the whole 30 min- 
utes,” said Welcoat coach Leo 
Austria, 

Scores: 

"МЕ СОАТ 88— Wison 21, Capus 19, Pin- 
‘otis 12, Latoreno 10, Patrimonio 9, Tangkay 
5, Torrente 5, Kalaw 3, Oracl 3, Santos 1, 
Garcla 0, Cuan 0. 

BLU 76—Do la Cuesta22, Pascual 16, Prl- 
or 14, Codamon 8, Buenaventura 5, Taguines 
5, Gamboa 4, Hernandez 2, Garcia O, Lopez 0, 
Mendez 0, Gatumbato 0. 


Quarters: 19-19, 42-94, 67-56, 88-76. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 25, 2003 


PHILIPPINE DAILYINQUIRER = 


Т SPORIS 


Paradorn in Top 10: A dream come true. 


LONDON А year ago Parador Srichaphan 
was languishing at 68th in the world rank- 
ings, litle known even in his native Thailand 
where tennis was a minor sport played by an 
elite few. 

But a second-round Wimbledon meeting 
with a certain Andre Agassi last June not only 
ended his anonymity but also propelled him 
up the rankings. 

The promise Paradorn showed in his stun- 
ning dismantling of Agassis game on a warm 
summer's day was finally realised on Monday 
when he become the 
first Asian man to 
enter the world top 
10 since rankings 
were introduced in 
August 1973. 

“It has always 
been my dream to 
reach the top 10. It 
is extra special for 
me as 1 am the first 
Asian to ever 
achieve this,” 

Paradorn told 
Reuters in an inter- 
view on Wednesday. 

“If I look back 
over the recent 
years when this has 
been my goal, after 
а lot of hard work 
the results have 
come and I have be- 


bowing to the crowd at the end of each game, 
Paradorn is proving to be the role model that. 
Asian tennis has desperately needed. “Earlier 
Asia adopted (American) Michael Chang but. 
that was only the next best thing,” said 
Ramesh. 

“It is good (for Asia) someone like 
Paradom has come through now. You need 
someone from your own society (to provide a 
boost for the sport)” Ten months and three ti- 
Чез on from that Wimbledon upset victory, 
Parador mania grips his home country and 

Thai children are 

begging their par- 

ents for tennis rack- 
es. 

“I hope that I 
have set a prece- 
dent for all the 
young Asian play- 
ers. оре they will 
see what 1 have 
achieved and think 
that if can do it, so 
can they" said 
Parador. 

As a sign of his 
growing stature in 
Thai society, 
Paradorn was pre- 
sented with a red 
diplomatic pass- 

1 port by the Thai 
prime minister last 
year. 


1 


ead 
gun to win a lot of PARADORN: First Asian in tennis Тор 10. sums _ The 23-year-old 


atches.” For Asia, 
it has been a long wait. 

Before Paradorn came on the scene, India 
had been at the forefront of Asian tennis with 
Ramanathan Krishnan reaching the Wimble- 
don semi-finals twice in the 1960s before the 
advent of rankings. 

Krishnan’s son Ramesh also broke into the 
top 30 in the 1980s while Vijay Amritraj 
achieved a career-high 16th in the world 23 
yearsago. 

More recently, Leander Paes and Mahesh 
Bhupathi have been the toast of the continent 
after their success on the doubles circuit, 
which includes three grand slam wins togeth- 
er 

But none of the Indian players have come 
anywhere near to breaking into the elite top. 
10 singles club. 

With tennis considered one ofthe five most. 
popular sports in the region, it was perhaps 
surprising that a breakthrough at the top had 
not been achieved earlier by the men — espe- 
cially since Japan's Kimiko Date had cracked 
the women's top 10 in January 1994. 

But Paradorn finally rectified that situation 
this week. 

"He is definitely a top-class player" 
Ramesh Krishnan told Reuters in an inter- 
view. “Last year certainly was his break- 
through year and this year he has been able to 
consolidate фаг.. (апд) he has shown his 
ability to play under pressure.” The soft-spo- 
ken Thai started off 2003 in sparkling form, 
triumphing in Chennai in January, and 
reached the semi-finals of the Nasdag-100 
Open in Miami last month. 

Having charmed fans around the world 
‘with his Thai “wai” 

‘greeting, putting his hands together and 


Dream 
rematch: 
Weir vs 
Mattiace 


BARRINGTON, 
Rhode — Island— 
Masters champion 
Mike Weir could 
have a rematch 
against Len Matti- 
ace in June. 

Both will play in 
the $1.2 million 
CVS Charity Classic 
June 23-24 at the 
Rhode Island Coun- 
try Club. Weir beat 
Mattiace in a play- 
off to win the green 
Jacket earlier this 


Parador was also 
named "Thai of the Year" 

in 2002, ahead of several pop stars and 
politicians, after taking his maiden ATP title 
in Long Island and winning the Stockholm 
Open. 

Paradorn has also captured the imagina- 
tion with his superstitions, pulling on a red 
shirt when attempting to close out a match 
and using the same changing cubicle 
throughout a tournament. 

While Paradorn’s achievement is taking 
Asian tennis in the right direction, he believes. 
plenty more still needs to be done to develop. 
theright pedigree of players 

“If | compare Asian tennis to European or 
‘American tennis, we have a long way to go," 
said the world number 10. 

"The competition isn't there. Asia doesn't 
have many tennis players or tournaments. I 
hope my success will contribute to raising the 
level of Asian tennis" Ramesh agreed: 
"Things have changed somewhat from our 
time. 

But the problem still is to get good training, 
sparring partners etcetera. At some point one sil 
has to leave home and go to Europe if he is to 
make a name for himself” For Paradom, this 
weeks breakthrough should provide him with the 
ideal platform to take his game to the next level 

The only way he can do that, according to 
Ramesh, is to prove himself in the grand slam 
events, where he has yet to progress beyond 
the third round. 

“His performances in grand slam events 
have not been that great,” said Ramesh. 

“Не needs to be up there with the Lleyton 
Hewitts, Marat Safins and (Roger) Federers. 

“The name of the game is how you play in 
the grand slams. Reuters 


Kitefest Info Bits 
Flying Around the World 


month. In China, the ninth day of the month is a 


"I think a lot of 
fans would love to 
see a dream pairing 
of Mike and Len 
Mattiace,” said 


"Kite Day’ and is considered a big holiday. 


Balinese Hindus believe that kite-flying is one of the 
favorite hobbies oftheir gods. 
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In the traditional Korean kite-flying season, kites With the 
words "Bad Luck Away and Good Luck Stay" are flown 
as high as the line will allow and then released. 

Its believed that each of these freed kites will 
carry away its owner's bad luck. 


Brad Faxon, tourna- 
ment co-host and 
PGA Tour veteran. 
"Both the fans and 
(CVS CEO) Tom 
Ryan would love 
that. But we want 
everyone to be com- 
fortable. 

“We will talk to 
Mike and to Lenny 
before we set the 
pairings and see 
who they would 
like to play witl 

‘Another possible 
pairing could be Weir 
and Rich Beem, the 
reigning PGA cham- 
pion, officials said 

Reuters 


In Santiago de Secatepequez, Guatemala, people 
celebrate “All Saints Day” by flying large circular kites 
over the graves of the departed, "to release their souls”. 


Kite “dog fights" are popular in eastern 
parts of the world, especially in India and Japan. 
In the competition, kites with ground glass glued 
to their lines try to cut the lines of other kites, 
sending them crashing down. The last kite 
left flying is declared the winner. with the only car freshener 


with real perfume. 


Watch out for BEAR BRAND KITEFEST 2003! 
Happening next at Baguio on April 27, 2003. 
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Pistons overcome McGrady, tie series : 


AUBURN HILLS, Michigan—Tracy Mc- 
Grady scored 46 points, but five Pis- 
tons scored in double figures Wednes- 
day as Detroit beat the Orlando Magic 
89-77 in Game 2 to even their first- 
round playoff series. 

Richard Hamilton had 30 points one game 
after scoring 28 in his playoff debut. Detroit's 
FIRST ROUND (Best-of-7) + Chauncey Billups had 15, Corliss Williamson 
Saturday, April 19 added 13, Ben Wallace, who won the NBA De- 
New Jersey 109, Milwaukee 96 ^ fensive Player of the Year award earlier in the 
Boston 103, indiana 100 дау, scored 10 points and grabbed 16 re- 
Phoenix 96, San Antonio 95, OT ` bounds, and Cliff Robinson scored 10. 
Dallas 96, Portland 86 McGrady's teammates combined for just 31 
Sacramento 96, Utah 90 $ points. 3 
Sunday, April 20 3 "The NBAs leading scorer broke the Magic 
Orlando 99, Detroit 94 playoff scoring record he set Sunday with 43 
LA. Lakers 117, Minnesota 98. points. His 46-point performance also tied 
Philadelphia 98, New ‘The Palace scoring record in any game shared 
Orleans 90 by кын O'Neal, Jerry Stackhouse and 
1 Grant Hill. 
CR AUR Game 3 is Friday (Saturday in Manila) in 
series tied 1-1 — Orlando. 


Indiana 89, Boston 77,series = = THE Los Angeles Lakers try to bounce back from 


tied 1-1 
Wednesday's 19-point rout by the Minnesota 
Bira DEMANS, Timberwolves in Game Three of their first round 
Sacramento leads series 2-0 i HBA Playoffs series today (Friday, April 25) live 
Tuesday, April 22 at 11 a.m. on Solar Sports. Replay Is at 9 p.m. 
Milwaukee 88, New Jersey 85, 
series tied 1-1 Тбегѕ 90, Hornets 85 
Minnesota 119, L.A. Lakers 91, In Philadelphia, Allen Iverson backed up a 
series tied 1-1 brilliant 55-point performance in the playoff 
Wednesday, April 23. opener to score 29 points as Philadelphia beat 
Philadelphia 90, New Orleans Ме Orleans. 
85, Philadelphia leads Kenny Thomas had 17 points and 16 re- 
series 2-0 bounds as the 76ers took a 2-0 lead in the 
Detroit 89, Orlando 77, series Eastern Conference series. 
tied 1-1 Game 3 is Saturday (Sunday in Manila) in 
Dallas 103, Portland 99, Dallas. New Orleans. 
leads series 2-0 Derrick Coleman had 12 points and six as- 
Thursday, April 24 sists and Keith Van Horn added 11 points for the 
Indiana at Boston Sixers. Thomas, Van Hom and Coleman, 
New Jersey at Milwaukee Philadelphia's starting frontcourt, had 11 points 
Minnesota at LA. Lakers combined in Game 1. They got 40 Wednesday. 
Friday, April 25 David Wesley had 24 points for New Or- 
Detroit at Orlando leans. Jamal Mashburn scored 14, but only 
‘San Antonio at Phoenix опе point after dislocating his right middle 
Dallas at Portland finger in the third quarter. ч 
Saturday, April 26 The Hornets were without Baron Davis, 
New Jersey at Milwaukee their second-leading scorer who was out with 
Philadelphia at New Orleans a left knee injury. Mashburn sat out the final 


‘Sacramento at Utah 6:49. 


= 
In Dallas Steve Nash and Michael Finley 
он ы, Lakers provided key plays as Dallas overcame a ca- 
etrolt at Orlando reer-high 45 points by Bonzi Wells beat Port- & 
Dallas at Portland —- land. ا‎ M. 
San Antonio at Phoenix Dallas now takes a 2-0 lead in the best-of- м askê Se Ь 
Monday, April 28 seven matchup, with Game 3 scheduled Fri- KENNY Anderson (left) of the New Orleans Hornets looks for an open man as Allen Iverson of the Philadelphia 76ers defends, 


Philadelphia at lew Orleans дау (Saturday in Manila). АР TheTéers won 90-85. т 
Sacramento at Utah 


Tuesday, April 29 2: 
Phoenix at San Antonio 24? 
(haa etroit's Wallace name 
Milwaukee at New Jersey 
Boston at Indiana. 
Wednesday, April 30 


тм ! NBA top defender anew 


necessary 
Portland at Dallas, if necessary 
Utah at Sacramento, if ч AUBURN HILLS, Michigan-Ben the most dominant defensive 
necessary LUC Wallace of the Detroit Pistons player in the league again this 

Thursday, May 1 won the NBAs Defensive Player year" said Joe Dumars, the Pis: 

y, May ч d 

Indiana at Boston, if necessary 3 of the Year award for the second tons president of basketball op- 
New Jersey at Milwaukee, if straight season Wednesday. erations. “I'm happy to see that 
necessary Р f ‘Wallace became the sixth play- people around the league have: 
San Antonio at Phoenix, er to win the award in consecu- recognized him once again." 
if necessary i tive seasons, receiving 100 out of Wallace, who averaged a team- 
Minnesota at L.A. Lakers, 4 а possible 117 first-place votes high 39.4 minutes, helped Detroit 
(spere froma panel ofsports writers and limit opposing teams to a league- 

Friday, May 2 broadcasters. Ron Artest of Indi- low average of 87.7 points during; 
Detroit at Orlando, if necessa ana, Kevin Garnett of Minnesota, the regular season. 
PEELE Ne rans Tim Duncan of San Antonio and The 28-year-old Wallace be- 
еа ^ Я Doug Christie of Sacramento came the first undrafted player to. 
denn 4 rounded out the top five. be voted an All-Star starter this 
speed iud 2 Wallace averaged а league- season. He played in the game 
Hae ae best 15.4 rebounds, the highest one day after his mother's funer- 
Dallas at Portland, if necessary d Up акы. dues 

Saturday, May 3 Dennis Rodman’s 16.1 in 1996- i 
Boston at Indiana, if necessary 97. Wallace averaged 3.15 sprained ligament in his left knee, 
Milwaukee at New Jersey, blocked shots, second to Atlanta's Wallace finished with 13 re- 
Bed Theo Ratliff, who averaged 3.23 bounds and three blocked shots 
A Lakers at Minnesota, blocks. in the Pistons' loss to the Orlando. 
TONG Sidney Moncrief, Dennis Rod- Magic on Sunday in Game 1 of 
tiled at San Antonio, man, Hakeem Olajuwon, Dikem- their first-round playoff series. 
necessary be Mutombo and Alonzo Mourn- Before getting injured, Wallace 

Sunday, May 4 ing also won the award in consec- was on pace to become the first 
New Orleans at Philadelphia, if d layer in NBA history to lead the 
: ү utive seasons. player in NBA history to lea 
necessary Last year, Wallace was а nearly league in rebounds and blocks 

y d п 
Orlando at Detroit, f necessary unanimous choice after becom- twice, Last season, he joined Ka- 
Portland at Dallas, f necessary ing just the fourth player to lead reem Abdul-Jabbar, Bill Walton 
Utah at Sacramento, If the league in rebounding and and Olajuwon as the only players 
necessary shot blocking. tolead in rebounds and blocks. 
CONFERENCE SEMIFINALS “Ben has proven himself to be 
(Best-of) 


ыкы Detroit Pistons’ Ben Wallace pulls in an offensive rebound in front of Sacramento Kings Peja Stojakovic, i Robins on: Th ings are 


going good for Spurs 
Villamayor draws Torre, rules rapid chess | тошкон amon i sav ne it, mc tin we 


cautiously optimistic that he will ing good. If I can come out and 
By Roy Luarca Grand Finals yesterday and Тһе three GMs, Paragua and Cruzwillcompeteinbothevents. | Бе able to play Friday night (Sat- contribute on Friday, thard be 
spearhead the national team to ММ Ronald Dableo, who ruled _ Thesololeaderasearlyasthe | urday moming in Manila) in great. I think we're pretty close to 

FOR Grandmaster Bong Villa- the Vietnam Southeast Asian the Shell National Open Chess 11th round, the 35-year-old Vil | Game 3 of San Antonio's playoff being on track for that.” 
mayor, making it to the Philip- Games in December. Championship, will also see ac- lamayor finished with 15 points, | series against the Phoenix Suns. Robinson scored 18 points on 8., 
pine team wasn't enough. He Joining Villamayor, amember tion in the classic (long game) опе up on Antonio, to claim the Robinson has partially torn for-8 shooting in Game 1. Facing 
had to finish on top. of the Philippine Air Force team, category. P70,000 champion's purse. cartilage in his left knee, the re- retirement, he doesn't want to rush 
Villamayor agreed to а quick to the S-man rapid chess event The women's team composed Pressing for a win, Antonio | sult of an offensive foul he took Бас too soon and find his career 
draw with GM Eugene Torre in ofthe SEA Games are Torre, GM of WIM Arianne Caoili, WIM Bev- lost by time forfeit to IM Nelson | against the Suns Stephon Маг. end before the Spurs season does. 
the 22nd and final round to сар. Joey Antonio and international erly mendoza, WIM Cristine Rose Mariano in the final round and | bury in Game 1, but jogged and “Obviously, 1 want to help the 
ture the Shell National Open masters Mark Paragua and Mariano, WFM Sherrie Joy settled for the runner-up prize | didsomelightworkatpracticeon team,” Robinson said. "I know they 
Rapid Chess Championship Jayson Gonzales. Lomibao and WNM Kathryn Алп of P50,000 in the toumament, | Wednesday in San Antonio. can win without me, bur want tobe 
"We're still taking it day by ina positon where I can help them". 
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MALOLOS DUAL MEET 


pugs battle Taiwanese 


SPORTSWATCH 
Top seed advances 
"ТОР seed Bien Zoleta hurdied fifth pick Alyssa 
Labay, 6- yesterday to enter the girls’ 
18-under semifinals of the Luis Hilado Memorial 
Cup at the Rizal Memorial Tennis Center. Zoleta 
will face Ana Ysabel Soriano, a 7-5, 6-3 winner 
over Amanda Romero. Also advancing was sec- 
ond seed Catherine Flores, who beat Kristel 
Samala, 6-0, 6-3. In the 16-under division, Bambi 
Zoleta outlasted Ivy de Castro, 6-4, 3-6, 6-4, to 
Join top seeds Bien Zoleta, No. 2 Catherine Flores 
‘and No. 4 Ana Micayabas in the Final Four. Sev- 
enh seed Nico Rago De Dios upset fourth sed 
Laurence Magaway, j-1, to reach the boys" 
‘under semifinal 


Bosco leads winners 

NAGA CITY—Don Bosco, Abcede Strikers and 
Sta. Cruz whipped their respective rivals Wednes- 
day at the start of the Camarines Sur tournament 
of the Red Ribbon Bakeshop Under-14 Football 
Festival at the provincial high school field here. 
The DB Knights swamped the Abcede Smitters, 
3-0; the Abcede Strikers clipped the Goa Goalers, 
5-2; and the Sta. Cruz boys routed the Maramba 
Elementary School squad, 13-0. Over in Masbate, 
Balocaue blasted Milagros Football Club, 4-0, 
while the two other matches pitting Mandaoan FC 
against Emilio S. Bro FC and Uson FC against Di- 
masalang Kickers both ended in scoreless draws. 
Meanwhile, the Bukidnon leg of the tourney orga- 
nized by the Philippine Football Federation and 
‘sponsored by Red Ribbon Bakeshop unwraps to- 
day at the Camp Phillips field with 10 teams vying 
for honors. 


Spring vs Indonesians 
- AS part of its prepar: is for 
the NBL (National Basketball 
League), reigning Interclub 
champion Spring Cooking Oil 
will play the Indonesian nation- 
al team on April 30 and May 1 in 
jf Jakarta. The NBL national 
RA championship starts on May 10 
PADILLA in Ozamiz City. Owned by na- 
tional shooting champion Nathaniel "Tac" Padilla, 
the Spring squad 15 scheduled to fly to Jakarta on 
April 29. The delegation is headed by NBL secre- 
tary general Tito Palma. The other members are 
head coach Bobby Parks, assistant coach Ricky 
‘Magallanes and players Erwin Luna, Eric Reyes, 
‘Tyrone Bautista, Rolly Menor, Marlo Reyes, Mur- 
phy Limbo, Rodel Manuel, Theody Habelito, 
Bernard Tanpua, Matt Makalintal, Loreo Soriano 
iland Jay Lapinid. The two-game series will high- 
light the start of the 10-team Indonesia Basketball 
League. “This trip will test the strength of our 
team, which has recently been revamped by our 
new coach, Bobby (Parks),” said Padilla. 


Тай cagers wanted 

"TUKLAS Taas," the nationwide search for the 
tallest athletic Filipino youngster for the RP-Burling- 
‘ton Youth Team to the 2004 Seaba Junior Basket- 
ball Championships, will be launched in May. This 
was jointly announced by Christian Tan, EVP of the 
Basketball Association of the Philippines, and Rudy 
Tan, general manager of Burlington. Interested play- 
ers should submit ther full-size picture, NSO birth 
Certificate and signed bio-data to Unit 222 Cityland 
8, Buendia, Makati City and attend the try-out near- 
est their place of residence. “Tuklas Taas" is part of 
the long-term development plan of the BAP headed 
by its president, Tiny Literal. For further details, 
please contact 894-3014 or 894-3576/ tuk- 

las, taasD3 yahoo.com. 


4-cock derby on tap 
WELL-known cockers field their bets in tonight's 
“POCA 4 - Cock Derby" at Pasay City Cockpit. 
Sponsors are sagupaan Mite Free Shampoo, 
Sagupaan 8-50 Forten and Sagupaan Hammer 
Dewormer. At stake is a cash prize of P300,000 
while entry fee is P10,000. Pit managers Oscar 
Gonzales, Eric dela Rosa and Butchoy Olano said 
more than 50 fights are lined up. Competition in 
the PCCA Cocker of the Year 2003 race is also be- 
‘coming more intense. Currently leading is the 1s- 
lander RB (14.5 points) of Vice Gov. Mario Es- 
pinosa and tabloid executive/columnist Rey 
Briones. For details, please contact 843-1890, 
843-1746 and 816-6750, x. 


‘Balikatan’ meet set 

AFTER the successful Largahan 5 -Cock Derby 
(204 entries) in March, Roligon Mega Cockpit 
presents another sure crowd-drawer dubbed 
"Balikatan 5 - Cock Derby" on May 6, 8 and 10 
with Thunderbird Platinum as major sponsor. Top 
promoter Rolly Ligon, who guarantees all the 
prizes in his derbles, will be supported anew by 
general manager Danny Ty and Roming Vergara. 
At stake is a guaranteed prize of P1.2 million 
‘while entry fee is only P6,600. A bonus of 
1,000,000 per day will go to elimination round 
‘champions (May 6 and 8) plus P25,000 for 
fastest kill champions. For other details, please 
contact 833 - 2275 and 833-1638. 


Makati cagefest up 

THE ANNUAL Makati Inter-Village Summer Basket- 
ball Tournament will commence on April 26 at the 
Barangay Bel Air covered court with eight famous 
villages of the city participating in two categories. 
Bel-Air Village, Palm Village, Forbes Park, Dasmari- 
fas Vilage, Urdaneta Vilage, Magallanes Vilage, 
San Lorenzo Vilage and San Miguel Vilage wil 
have teams in both the bulilit and mini-midget bas- 
Кеа! tournaments for both boys and girls. Wel- 
соте remarks will be delivered by Barangay Bel-Air 
‘Chair Constancia О, Lichauco. Elmer Yanga, RFM 
manager, ls the guest speaker. SK Bel-Air Chair 
Karen Mendoza will lead the invocation, while the 
team captain of the Forbes Park/Urdaneta Vilage 
combined team vil lead the oath of sportsmanship 
among the participating teams. 


Chessfest tomorrow 

THE SECOND leg of the 2003 Philippine Executive 
Active Chess Express (PEACE 2003) gets under 
way at 1 p.m. on April 26 at the Land Bank Plaza 
in Malate, Manila, PEACE 2003 ls бепо organized 
by the Active Chess Center of Asia (ACCA) with 
the support of Belgosa Media Systems Inc. and 
Land Bank. It is sanctioned by the National Chess 
Federation of the Philippines. Executives who 
wish to join the event may contact the Acca at 
892-8759 for other deta 
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THE RP-Taiwan Friendship Ama- 
teur Boxing card takes the spot- 
light when the “Go for Gold” 
boxing festival goes to Malolos, 
Bulacan, today. 

Coinciding with the St, Joseph fiesta. 
celebration, the slugfest will have 12 
exciting bouts, three of them featuring 
women boxers, to be hosted by Malolos 
‘Mayor Danilo Domingo at the Panasa- 
han basketball court starting at 5:30 
pm. 

“The Abap is glad to have Malolos 
as the host of this important dual 
meet between our country and Tai- 
wan. With the help of Mayor Danilo 
Domingo, we could show the folks of 
Malolos what out local boxers are 


Sp GRIST En PETER A. 


made of. This team from Taiwan is 
strong,” Abap president Manny 
Lopez said. 

“This dual meet will not only give our 
local boxers the chance to gain experi- 
ence but will also strengthen our tes 
with the visitors who are our partners in. 
trying to upgrade amateur boxing in 
our region,” he added. 

The dual event, supported by Re- 
vicon, Pacific Heights, Family Rub- 
bing Alcohol and Waterfront Hotel 
and Casino, will see local women 
boxers Noemi Peking, Alice Kate 
Aparri and Annaliza Cruz facing Tai- 
wanese Chou Szurin, Chou Hsiuchen 
and Lee Chiman, respectively, in the 
last three bouts. 

Also seeing action are national 


training pool members who will mix 
it up with their Taiwanese counter- 
parts. 

Pinweight Albert Pabila tangles 
with Liu Weihao, light flyweight 
Lhyven Salazar faces Wu Lienhuei, 
flyweight Warlito Parentas tests Liu 
Shihjung, featehrweight Genebert 
Basadre tangles with Chung Chu- 
nan, lightweights Alkim Naguila and 
Esmael Bacongon fight Lia Kuo Fu 
and Liao Shenghao, respectively; 
welterweight Florencio Ferrer bat- 
Чез Ku Chungkuang, and mid- 
dleweight Maraon Goles meets 
Chien Chihuang. 

“Go for Gold" is being shown on ABC 
5 on Saturdays from 11 p.m, to 12:30 
am. 


What Drives You 
p 


se Getting to work on time 


Who hasn't overslept? But it won't 


change that 8 a.m. meeting. That's 


why Vortex High Performance Fuel 


gives you extra pick up when you 


need to put your foot down. 
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Tour Pilipinas hits 
the road tomorrow 


Davadilla, Guieb picked in 18-day bikefest 


By June Navarro. 


LEGASPI — CITY-Certified 
stars, grizzled veterans and 
young upstarts make up the 
roster of team captains, 
who will be the focus of at- 
tention when the Tour Pilip- 
inas 2003 presented by Air 
21 kicks off here tomorrow. 

Warren Davadilla, who ruled 
the last Marlboro Tour in 1998, 
and Carlo Guieb, a former back- 
to-back champion, are high in the. 
list of favorites in the 15-lap, 18- 
day bikathon that offers a record 
Pi million to the team winner 
and P200,000 to the top individu. 
alrider. 

Davadilla will spearhead Intel 
while Guieb, a mountain special- 
ist, will led the Eco Savers of the 
Department of Environment and 
‘Natural Resources. 

The other veteran riders serv- 
ing as team captains are Arnel 


PILIPINAS 


Querimit (Tanduay Distillers), 
Renato Dolosa (Gilbey’s Island 
Punch), Nicanor Ramos (Sam- 
sung), Enrique Domingo (Depart- 
ment of Transportation and Com- 
munication Postmen), Placido 
Valdez (Department of Interior 
and Local Government Drug 
Busters), Bernard Luzon (DILG 
Patrol 117), and Felix Celeste 
(Bureau of Internal Revenue's 
VAT Riders), 


Rhyan Tanguilig, described аз 
the second coming of Guieb had 
the old Tour stayed in the scene, 
gets the shot to fulfill his promise 
‘as he spearheads Pagcor Sports. 

‘The most feared rider among 
the upstarts is a strong uphill 
climber, who will be backed by 
national team standout Lloyd 
Reynante, a time trial specialist, 

‘Another dark horse is Tour of 
Calabarzon champion Santy Bar- 
nachea, who will skipper the 
Bowling Gold team, 

Also rated as a 
PLDT-NDD skipper Albert 
Primero, who surprised every- 
body with a strong finish in the fi- 
nal lap of the Calabarzon race last 
year. 

While unknown riders have 
emerged as Tour champions, the 
team skippers enjoy a built-in 
edge in the individual race since 
they normally get full and com- 
plete support from their respec- 
tive squads, 


contender is 


Baseball squads visiting 
Toronto warned on SARS 


NEW YORK-When the Kansas 
City Royals play in Toronto on 
Friday (Satruday in Manila), 
they'll be cautious about where 
they eat meals, with whom they 
spend time, and how they sign 
autographs for fans. 

Major league baseball warned 
teams to take precautions when 
playing the Blue Jays in Canada 
after health officials posted advi- 
sories about the dangers of SARS 
inthe area. 

Players were told to avoid 
crowds and contact with fans as 
the city deals with 140 cases of 
severe acute respiratory syn- 
drome and 16 deaths. 

Canada has been the most 
SARS-affected area outside Asia. 

"The fact is SARS is there,” said 
Dx. Elliot Pellman, MLB's medical 
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adviser, “The other fact is there 
are 11 1/2 million people in On- 
tario, 2 1/2 million in the greater 
Toronto area. Take those figures 
and it's not an epidemic or the 
black plague. With proper pre- 
caution there is very little risk. Is 
there some risk? Yes." 

Teams will be told to avoid 
crowds, hospitals and public 
transportation. If they want to 
sign autographs, Pellman said, 
players should use their own 
pens. 

Baseball originally said it 
would advise players to avoid 
signing autographs, but later 
amended that. 

"While it is a concern, the risk 
of actual infection is still incredi 
bly small," said Rob Manfred, 
ecutive vice president of labor re- 
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lations for the commissioner's of- 
fice. “The advice we're giving to 
the teams is basic health advice: 
wash your hands, avoid sharing 
food." 

Toronto pitcher Тапуоп 
Sturtze agrees with the precau- 
tions. 

Complete results: 

National League--San Diego 2, 
Chicago Cubs 0; Atlanta 4, St. Louis 
2; Cincinnati 3, Los Angeles 0; 
Philadelphia 6, Colorado 4; Arizona 
6, Montreal 2; NY Mets 4, Houston 
2; Florida 5, Milwaukee 4 (12 in- 
nings); San Francisco 4, Pittsburgh 
3 (18 innings) 

‘American League--Tampz Bay 4, 
Toronto 3; Baltimore 7, Chi White 
Sox 1; Texas 6, Boston 1; Seattle 4, 
Cleveland 0; Detroit 4, Oakland 1; 
NY Yankees 9, Anaheim 2; Minneso- 
taat Kansas City (postponed) 
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PADILLA: Success story beyond compare. 


Padilla sees promise 
in cycling revival 


By June Navarro 


ALL for the love of cycling. 

This was how former Tour of 
Luzon champion Cornelio 
Padilla Jr, described his long af- 
fair with a sport where his suc- 
Cess story remains 
beyond compare. 

Now а noted 
lawyer and legal con- 
sultant of the Nation- 
al Book Store Group 
of Companies, the 56- 
year-old Padilla credits most of his 
accomplishments to cycling. 

*1 gained self-discipline, deter- 
mination and confidence from my 
exposure in cycling. It motivated 
me to reach greater heights,” said 
Padillaywho became the second 
back-to-back champion of the gru- 
eling multi-stage Tour of Luzon in 
1966 and 1967 then used his eam- 
ings to pursue a law degree at the 
Far Eastern University. 

Padilla started in the sport as 
a newsboy also delivering 
comics and magazines while 
riding on a second-hand bike. 

It was about this time that he 


WHERE ARE 
THEY Now? 


Joined the training sessions of cy- 
‘ding groups in Metro Manila. Не 
‘was so talented he later became а. 
member of the national team after 
winning the 1964 National Ama- 
teur Championship in Lingayen, 
Pangasinan, 

Аз a national cy- 
lis Padilla known as 
Paddy to his close 
friends, landed 52nd 
ina field of 180 in the 
individual road race 

at бе То 
Olympiad. 


ining the national team is 
a personal sacrifice. I even quit 
school for two years to repre- 
sent the country” said Padilla, 
who received the Presidential 
‘Award for Meritorious Service 
in Sports in 1967 from former 
President Ferdinand Marcos. 
‘The Philippine Sportswriters 
Association, the oldest media 
organization in the country, al- 
so bestowed on Padilla three 
major awards-amateur cyclist 
ofthe year (1964), professional 
cyclist of the year (1966) and 
athlete of the year in 1967. 


Ошу one other multi-stage 
cycling was held after 1969 and 
when Tour founding father Ger- 
ry Lacuesta revived the event in 
1973,Padilla made a comeback 4 
and placed fourth overall. 

It was Paddy's last bikathon. 3 
“тией my eamings in that Tour 
to pay the bar examination fee and < 
buy law books for my review! said 
Padilla, who passed the bar the fol- 

lowing year. 

Still, the call of cycling beck- 
опей. 

While sharpening his legal 
skills Padilla helped formed the 
Professional Cycling Associa- 
tion of the Philippines and 
served as its president from 
1986-1996 Padilla then ran ran 
the Tour as its director-general 
until 1998 when its major spon- 
sor backed ош. 

"When Bert Lina of FedEx decid- , 
ed to assume the role of cycling 
godfather last year, Padilla was 
tapped to help resurrect multi- 
stage cycling with a four-day kick- 
off race known as the Express Tour 
of Calabarzon under the sponsor- 
ship of Airfreight 2100. 


Forest Hills hosts Invitational 


‘THE GOLF season heats up as Forest Hills Golf 
and Country Club prepares for the Invitation- 


tion, the member and his guest would have 
the freedom to choose from 9 adidas models 
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PEACE & PEDALS 


PARTICIPANTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO WEAR 
NATURE OR CLEAN AIR-INSPIRED COSTUMES. 
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al’ a unique member-guest tournament, 
scheduled on May 15-18. 

According to sports and games committee 
chair Victor de Guzman, the Invitational, ап 
appreciation tournament by the Forest Hills 
Board and officers to its members for their 
continued support of the club's programs, isa 
much-awaited event every year. 

"As a matter of fact, fifty percent of the 
available slots have already been filled up af- 
ter just two weeks of registration,” de Guz- 
man said. 

De Guzman also added that upon registra- 


of golf shoes for their giveaways. 

TaylorMade adidas and Golforce are this 
year’s presenters while Turf Co. and Rudy Рто- 
ject head the list of early sponsors. 

The four-day tournament will be a 36-hole 
modified Stableford competition among two- 
man teams. Forest Hills members will use 
their April 2003 handicaps while their guests. 
must use their lowest April handicap indices. 

There will be a double shorgun-6:30 a.m. 
and 12:30 p.m. Teams teeing off in the first 
day will play best ball on first day and aggre- 
gate on the second day. 


Stallion Cup gets under way today 


MEMBERS of De La Salle Lipa's Batch '78 lead 
a field of more than 140 players teeing off to- 
day in the 2nd Silver Stallion Cup golf tourna- 
ment at Mount Malarayat Golf and Country 
Club in Lipa City. 

Beautifully crafted trophies and round-trip tick- 
ets to Hong Kong are at stake in the fund-raising 
event organized by Р157в alumni silver jubilarians 
and supported by Caltex Phils, Globe Telecoms, 
Cebu Pacific Ай, che Philippine Daily Inquires, 


Boysen Paints, Montenegro Shipping Lines and 
Primera Agro Development Corp. 

Part of the tournament's proceeds will go to 
the Bro. Jaime Hilario Learning Community, 
the free five-year night school of La Salle Lipa 
for poor but deserving students, said Batch 
778 president Oscar Olmos. 

Registration starts at 6 a.m. and tee-off is 
from 7 to 9 a.m. The System 36 mode of scor- 
ing will be used. Teddyvic Melendres 


Soriano, Sudario lead golf winners 


ОСА Soriano clinched low gross honors while 
Ferlu Sudario and Nanie Cruz took the low 
net titles in the recent Invitational senior golf 
tournament sponsored by the Mizuno group 
of Benny борел, NGAP Secretary-General 
and President of Riviera seniors, at the Riv- 
iera Golf and Country Club. 

Participated in by 125 senior golfers repre- 
senting 17 chapters of the Federation of Senior 
Golfers, the tournament was efficiently man- 
aged by Riviera President Commodore Danny 


Pizarro and his staff, it was announced by Cong. 
Frisco E San Juan, Federation president, 

Age group winners were Charles Betts, 
Group 1; Alex Santos, Group Il; Pastor Zame- 
sa, Group Ш; and Domingo Cera, Group IV. 
Fernando Airbase, composed of Alex Santos, 
Domingo Cera, Victor Torrado, and Fil Landi- 
cho won the team championship; while Team 
Riviera was second, whose group was made 
up of Pastor Zamesa, Job Abundo, Deepak 
Sen and Philip Judan. 


PSC swimming festival unfolds 


THE Ist PSC Chairman's Cup national swim- 
ming competition-the biggest gathering of 
swimmers on a national scale-gets under way 
today at the Rizal Memorial Sports Complex. 

More than 1,000 athletes and coaches 
from within and outside Metro Manila 
have completed their entries го the com- 
petition, described by event organizer 
Aquatic Consultancy Group as a tune-up 
event for the Palarong Pambansa slated 
next month. 

PSC Chait Frie Buhaln. a farmer swimming 


champion, will be the guest of honor of the 
event ending on Sunday (April 27). 

ACG head Carlos "Pinky" Brosas said the 
different clubs and teams were invited to the 
three-day event to gauge the current condi- 
tion of Philippine swimming. 

Teams may contact ACG at 787-0269 to re- 
ceive an invitation through fax. 

The Ist PSC Chairman's Cup is sponsored 
by Centrum (the official multivitamins of 
‘Team Philippines), Air Philippines and 
Speedo swim wenr 
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SPORTS . .... 


IT rained yesterday at the place 
where 1 live, which is not far 
from Congress. I applauded, like 
T just saw Rich Alvarez score his 
fourth dunk for the night. 

When I looked out thé win- 
dow, I marveled at the drops of 
rain racing from the sky like ar- 
rows darting into parched land. 
With each drop that hit the sun- 
baked asphalt road, smoke emit- 
ted. It was that hot before the 
rain came. 

If you can't love the rain, 
you're incapable of loving any- 
thing. 

Even when you are on the 
beach, its a nice feeling when it's 
raining. You allow your face to 
catch the raindrops, and each 
pelt gives you a sensation as 
though being pricked gently as 


in acupuncture. 

Children love the rain as much. 
аб teenets do. Rain is the 
farmer's best friend. 

Many poems use rain for 
rhyme. Many poets rain us with. 
lines that belie pain. Composers 
and singers like rain as the 
theme of their songs. Bacharach 
has “Raindrops keep faliing from 
my head.” The Cascades did the 
hit “Listen to the rhythm of the 
falling rain.” 

Like composers, singers and 
poets, the super athletes can also 
weave magic. Michael Jordan 
exhibits e.e. cummings poetry 
with his repertoire of shots. In 
his hey day, Samboy Lim was the 
skywalker like no other; he flies 
like “images of a broken light 
which dance before me like a 


This changing world 
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million eyes” as the Beatles sang 
it 

Itused to be that the first rains 
of summer would come in May. 
With yesterday's raindrops, the 
world cycle has changed anew. 

Such is the universe, a contin- 
ing mystery better appreciated 
than understood. 

Neil Bravo, the former 
sportswriter, popped up yester- 


day to say the Mindanao Games 
will be held in Mati, Davao Ori- 
ental, in October, 

‘Through a text message, Neil 
said my piece on Tubod, Lanao 
del Norte, being the host of the 
Palarong Pambansa on May 4-11 
was a pitch for peace in war-torn 
Mindanao. Alice Andrada of Ili- 
gan also “texted” to say the same 
thing. 

“Tam also glad to tell you that 
Тат now the public information 
officer and provincial sports co- 
ordinator of Davao Oriental,” 
Neil said. 

There could be no better 
choice than Nell, a hawlceyed 
journalist when he was still 
pounding the sports beat in 
Davao City and stringing for 
Malaya. The newspapers loss is 


Davao Oriental's gain. 

1 had occasion to renew ties 
with a dear friend the other 
night. The guy isa first cousin of 
Fernando Poe Jr, filmdom's fore- 
most action king. 

“I think he is not entirely clos- 
ing the door on the possibility of 
running for president next year,” 
my friend said. “First, he has 
overcome his fear of flying and. 
he has gone to the Visayas and 
Mindanao on board a chopper, 
feeling the pulse of the people. 
Second, he keeps saying that if 
and when he will finally run, he 
will not do it because of Erap but 
because ofthe people.” 

Itis common knowledge that if 
FPJ will run, his main mission af- 
ter victory is to free Erap from jail. 


“People who say that don't re- 
ally know my cousin,” said my 
friend of FPJ. "T know him since 
our kiddie days. Ronnie has al- 
ways been pro-masa. In fact, 1 
can tell you he is more pro-peo- 
ple than pro-Brap.” 

1 asked him when would FPJ 
finally say he is running or not. 

“Before the end of the year,” 
he said. 

Some say FPJ will never be 
ready for the presidency as he 
has no experience whatsoever in 
politics. But say that in polities, 
one does not need a college de- 
gree to master it. 

Listen to Robert Louis Steven- 
son: “Politics is perhaps the only 
profession for which no prepara- 
tion is thought necessary." 

Amen to that. 
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BASKETBALL: МВА 
Playoffs - Nets vs 
Bucks, Game 3, 
830 am. (r- 9 
p.m), Star Sports, 
Timberwolves vs 
Lakers, Game 3, 
1030 алт. (r- 8:30 
рт), Solar Sports 

World Pro Basketball 
Challenge, 10:30 
a.m. (r), ESPN 

NBA Inside Stuff, 8:30 
pm, Star Sports 

GOLF: LPGA Office De- 
pot, 230 pm. (r), 
ESPN 

POOL: 2002 Interna- 
tional Challenge of 
Champions, 430 
p.m. (r), ESPN 

SOCCER: Goals!, 12 
noon (r-5:30p.m.). 
ESPN 
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Race 1--1. Brute Force 
2. Gigs Gold 3 
Bridegroom 

Race 2--1. Dow Jones 
2. Propensity 

Race 3-1. Southern 
Charm 2. Burning 
Light 3. Haz It All 

Race 4-1. Ganda 2 
Gossip Column 3. 
Enjoy D View 

Race 5-1. Rose and Toy 
2. Sham Sham 3. 
Hezabellagio 4 
Richie Rich 5. Silver 
Lining 

Race 6-1. War Hero 2. 
Sister Act 3. Aba 
Aba Aba 4. Worlh 
Ur While 5. Top 
Most 

Race 7-1. Voice of Des- 
tinyMinning Heart 
2. imus Emper- 
or/Shuttle's Rianne 
3. You and Me 4. 
Currency 

Race 8-1. Buena Sera 
2. Velocity 3. Hack- 
er 4. Cryplorose 

Race 9-1. D'Mianows 
2. High Typhoon 3. 
Scene Stealer 4, La- 

2 dy Victoria 5. Run 
Doding Fy 6 
Pabuya 
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Hetiasifound:the permanent 


(CTR ™) TRANSDERMAL HAIR RESTORATION 
Vigorous life styles! 


We welcome you to the high-tech 
‘word of Transdermal Hair Restoration. 
Most permanent hairloss Is due lo 
heredity, it is dictated by genetic 
make-up. Science has not yet 
discovered a way to halt altem of 
Py, baldness. What today’s technology 
developed, however, is a remarkable, 
permanent solution using Transdermal 


ДС) Fair Restoration, a non-invasive 
194 skin graft 


CALL US HOW FOR FREE CONSULTATION 


Makati Office: Suite 714 Herrera Tower, 
98 Herrera Cor. Valero Sts., Salcedo Village, 
IMAGE Makati City Telephone Number: 845-0879 


ASSOCIATES 1 845-1663 Fax: 845-1711 


Quezon City Office: Suite 401-402 Columbian Bldg. 160 West Ave, LC. 
Micphone Number: 924-1894 / 924-1895 Fax: 924-1896 


Cebu Office: Ma, Cristina Bldg. 1, Suite 408, Fuente Osmefa, Cebu Ci 
(32) 256-0047 Telefax: (032) 256-0320 ” 


SERIPAK ROSALES 


By Jong Arcano American team as an alternate in 
the Solheim Cup last year. 
NEGOTIATIONS have start. Chances are Rosales will be 
edforaone-on-oneduelbe- Pting for Manila Southwoods 
tween Korean superstar Se Which she considers her home 
Ri Pak against local hotshot course. Most of her handlers, in- 


5 cluding Bob Sobrepena and his 
Jenny Rosales in Septem- swing guru Bong Lopez, are tied 


up with the Fil-Estate club. 
Reliable sources said that it Rosales'stint in the 2003 LPGA 
was Рак camp through the Inter- season is being partly funded by 
national Management Group Pagcor through the initiative of 
(IMG) which sent the feelers to First Gentleman Mike Arroyo and 
Rosales who instantly accepted  Southwoods member Dr. Jack Ar- 
the challenge. Toyo of the American Eye Center. 
Paks negotiators have already А Rosales-Pak duel is a sure- 
asked Rosales course of prefer- fire blockbuster not just because 
ence and the possible talent fee of Rosales’ big following here but 
for the one-on-one which could also because of a big community 
even become a home-and-away of Koreans expats and golfing 
duel of the two prominent Asian tourists. 
aces campaigning in the LPGA — Fresh from a ninth place finish 
‘Tout. Rosales is reportedly asking in the LPGA Takefuji Classic in 
for $50,000 (about P2.5 million) Las Vegas, Rosales joins the 
as guarantee money for the duel. Chick-fil-A Charity Champi- 
The first round will be played onship hosted by Nancy Lopez 
in Manila and the other in Seoul, starting tomorrow in Stock- 
Korea. The date being targetted is bridge, Georgia. She is currently 
the second and third weeks of 26th in the money list with win- 
September when most of the nings of almost $65,487 (about 
Asian aces will be оп а break due 3.4 million) in five starts. De- 
tothe Solheim Сир. lasin is in 19th spot with 
“It will thus become a business $79,405. 
and leisure homecoming for both Pak, ranked second behind An- 
Se Ri and Jenny," said the source. ріка Sorenstam in the money list 
The source also added that with earnings past $300,000, is 
Dorothy Delasin, the Filipino- also in the field along with 13- 
American who had two sensa- year-old Michelle Wie, the sensa- 
tional starts in the LPGA, was not tional eight-grader from Hawaii, 
considered by ће Pak camp since who will be competing in her 
she is now an American citizen fourth LPGA event under a spon- 
and had actually joined the ѕог exemption. 


Agojo, Ardina, Superal 
book trip to San Diego 


By Jong Arcano 


AS SISTERS Linnel and Debbie de 
Villa kept their chances of becom- 
ing siblings in a national contin- 
gent, Jayvie Agojo, Dottie Ardina, 
Wolen Juan Superal and Jik Jik 
Abdon appear to have booked 
their trip to San Diego, California 
for the Junior World golf champi- 
onship. 

This loomed yesterday in the 
penultimate round of the Call- 
away Junior World golf champi- 
onships qualifying event in vari- ARDINA 
ous venues. 

Debbie de Villa was on her way even widended her lead to 15 
to a big upset in the girls Class C over Maret Salivio after a 78-224 
as she raised her lead to nine while Abdon remained 13 shots 
strokes over Mia Pico with an ahead even with his first over-par 
81-243. In contrast, Linnel has a score in three days of 77-218. 
bigger task ahead after the fan- The other age levels in the boys 
cied Geleen Handog drew level in division are headed for an excit- 


cR f girls Class B. ing windup. 
o e Linnel yielded two strokes with Miguel Tabuena, called the Lit- 


даа 
g д = 2 her 84 and will tee off today play- tle Tiger by President Arroyo, and 
„Pampanga Finals =e ә ing scratch with Handog who the upset-conscious Bino de la 
= Date: April 25 - 26, 2003 turned in an 82, her best score in Paz shared the lead in boys Class 


> three rounds. E, club bet Miko Alejandro was 
Time: 9:00 am to 6:00 pm ا‎ E Barring any major collapses, ahead by just three strokes in 
Venue: Robinson's Starmills, Pat panga B today’s final round will more like- Class B, while Justin Tambunting 


ly be a leusirely walk to victory seized a five-shot lead after a 
for Ardina, Agojo Superal and Ab- two-under 70-219. 
don. Electrobus Consolidated, the 
2 Wasa The72-holeeventservesasthe local distributor of Junior World 
МБА ee 22 third leg of the Samsung Jungolf tide sponsor Callaway, will pro- 
UL ze 6 Tour. vide prizes to the tournament 
seer OE wn mc ay osram йз | Ardina will definitely make a winners today. The regular co- 
dst? Шауа ала ае Mottet com З т. 3 rerum stint to the Junior World a sponsors of the Samsung Jungolf 
asy тс» و‎ ree year after her smashing triumph. Tour are Philippine Airlines, Ait- 
> rs Aone-over par 55 gavehera172 lift Asia, Air Liquide Phils., Global 
aggregate and the largest of leads Lighting and Exito Manufactur- 
among the third round frontrun- ing. Pisanti Golf, Bellevue Mani- 
ners -34 strokes- in girls Class D. la, Third World Eximport, HBW 
‘At the same Riviera executive Enterprises, MCCI Corp. and BF 
course, Kristina Potenciano (58- Technology are minor sponsors, 
171) went up by eight over Andie Тһе event is being held to de- 
Unson in girls Class E. termine the 24 members of the 
Just as overpowering were Philippine delegation to the Ju- 
‘Agojo and Abdon who settled the nior World championships in San 
issue one round early in girls Diego, California this coming Ju- 
Class A and boys Class С, respec- 1y. All division champions will be 
tively, despite turning in their given free tickets to Los Angeles 
worst scores in three блуз. Agoio by PAL. 
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‘of the Philippines 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


INTERNATIONAL credit rating agency Standard and 
Poor's (S&P) yesterday downgraded the Philippines’ long- 
term sovereign credit rating to ‘BB’ from ‘BB plus’ due to 
concerns on the government's fragile fiscal position. 


S&P also announced that it had 
lowered the short-term foreign 
currency rating to “A-3” from “А-2” 
even as it affirmed a "stable" out- 
look on the long-term ratings. 

Investment bankers said the 
downgrade had resulted in the 
"dramatic" widening of spreads 


of Philippine debt papers while 
the government said it was unde- 
terred by the latest rating. 

In a statement, S&P said the 
‘country’s sovereign rating was con- 
strained by a high fiscal debt and 
fiscal inflexibility, narrow tax base 
and heightened risk from contin- 


Editor Raul O. Marcelo @ Assistant Editor Corrie S. Narisma 


gent liabilities in the utility sectors: 

‘The announcement was made 
a few days after the government 
admitted that it had overshot its 
budget deficit ceiling in the first. 
quarter by P3.7 billion as over- 
spending offset overperfor- 
‘mance in revenue collection. 

S&P noted that the Philippine 
governments deficit was likely to 
remain high at about 5 percent of 
gross domestic product this year 
‘compared to 5.4 percent in 2002 
largely due to weak tax collection. 

“The weak fiscal profile and 


shallow domestic capital markets 
force continuing dependence on 
‘external capital to accelerate eco- 
nomic growth, raising the vulner- 
ability of Philippine financial mar- 
kets to adverse external develop- 
‘ments and constraining macroe- 
conomic stability" S&P said. 

It noted that the government's 
debt, excluding amounts guaran- 
teed and lent to public sector cor- 
porations, was nearing 85 per- 
cent of GDP this year compared 
with the average of 50 percent for 
similarly rated sovereigns. 


World Bank cuts 
growth forecast 
for RP East Asia 


THE WORLD Bank has scaled down its eco- 
nomic growth forecast for this year for most. 
East Asian countries including the Philip- 
pines—due to external shocks arising from 
the Iraq crisis and the SARS outbreak. 

Ina simultaneous videoconference with re- 
porters from Jakarta, Tokyo and Manila, 
‘Washington-based World Bank officials noted 
that uncertainties hounding the region would 
likely slow down economic growth in East 
Asia to 5 percent this year from 5.8 percent 
last year. 

The new outlook released yesterday was a 
downgrade from the earlier forecast of 5.4 
percent for the region. However, the bank 
said a rebound to a 5.7-percent growth was 
likely by next year as the uncertainties from 
the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome virus 
were likely to be temporary 

‘The bank acknowledged, however, that the 
SARS outbreak had replaced the war in Iraq 
as the region's most pressing concern. 

“Since the short-run economic impacts are 
almost entirely based on public fears, infor- 
mation policy will play a critical role. Frank- 
ness and transparency in public information 
will be critical in building trust and minimiz- 
ing the economic costs of SARS,” World Bank 
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Gee sock market report on Pa 2) 
Stocks drop 1.24% 
on deficit, SARS fears 
STOCKS fell yesterday, extend- 
ing Wednesday's sharp decline, 
as worries about the country's. 
budget deficit and SARS added 
toa more cautious outlook. 

The main index dropped 13.43 points or 
4.24 percent to 1,070.45, breaching initial 
support at 1,080. But the Index, which fell 
nearly 3 percent on Wednesday, is still up 
5.11 percent so far this year. 

"Sentiment is affected by the first-quarter 
budget deficit which exceeded the govern- 
ment's target and by the probable presence 
of SARS in the country,” said BPI Securities 
stocks analyst Roberto Cano. 

‘Turnover dropped to P211.37 million 
from Wadnesday's P243.56 million. Losers 
 clobbered gainers 46 to 20 and there were 
24 stocks unchanged 
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Interest rates are thus seen 
gobbling up about 38 percent of 
the governments revenues this 
year, up from 22 percent in 1999. 
It also noted that the narrow tax 
base was contributing to weak 
public finances as tax revenues 
have fallen by more than 3 percent- 
age points as a share of GDP since 
1997 due to shortfalls incurred by 
the Bureau of Internal Revenue. 
“The growing difficulty in imple- 
menting ambitious structural re- 
forms in the energy sector, as well 
as delays in restructuring some 
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public sector enterprises, such as 
National Power Corp, raises the 
likelihood of the government as- 
suming more of these entities debt 
incoming years," S&P added. 
On the positive side, S&P 
the ratings were supported by ad- 
equate external liquidity, with to- 
tal debt service as a share of cur- 
rent account receipts at 32 ре 
cent or at par with peers while to 
tal external debt was projected at 
114 percent of exports this year, 
compared with the average level 
зарае 
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2-DAY ADVANCE 


SAVINGS 


Cebu - Puerto Princesa м 


2,499 


18% 


| Gebu Zamboanga v: 


2,319 


14% 


Cebu - Davao v.v. 


2,249 


1396 


Cebu - Butuan’ v.v. 


1,499 


1896 


Cebu - Iloilo v.v. 


1,759 


12% 


Cebu - Bacolod ум. 


1,539 


12% 


Manila - Davao v.v. 


3,239 


22% 


Manila - Zamboanga v.v. 


3,239 


22% 


Manila - Butuan vv. 


3,239 


21% 


Manila - Cagayan de Oro wv. 


3,239 


22% 


Manila - Dumaguete v.v. 


2,569 


20% 


Manila - Puerto Princesa v.v. 


2,499 


1896 


Manila - Cebu vv. 


2,569 


2096 


Manila - Tacloban v.v. 


2,569 


1896 


Manila - Bacolod v.v. 


2,449 


1696 


Manila - lloilo v.v. 


2,449 


16% 


Manila - Roxas v.v. 


2,149 


7% 


Manila - Kalibo v.v. 


2,569 


2096 


Davao - Zamboanga v.v. 


2,319 


14% 


* For travel effective May 1, 2003 


\escity shall bo 3 months trom the date of cket issuance. 


No discount shel apply on tts fare. 
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Summit World (Manto) 636-8118 1021 


|. Tickets are refundatio, upgradeabio and reroutabie subject to appicabie penal, 
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Ramar Services (Dumaguete) 

Maves Group Services (loto) 
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East Аза Ticketng Services (Patewenl 
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СЕВИ РАСЇНС 
Men above all. 


Ontime * GreatValue + Warm&CaringService 


(034) 434-2020 to 24 
(032) 231-2113 
(035) 226-6850 
(033) 329-4660 
(036) 268-7264 
(036) 621-0307 
(053) 326-7747 to 48 
(046) 433-5641 


MINDANAO 


Marian Air Inc. (Butuan) 
‘Summit World (Davao) 
‘Summit World (Cagayan) 
‘Summit World Zamboanga) 


(oes) 341-8879. 
(082) 224-0961 lo 62 
(08822) 726-698 
062) 993-1166 
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By Elena R. To 


GMA Network Ine, the second 
largest broadcasting company in 
the country, sees profits hitting at 
least P640 million this year on the 
back of strong growth in the first 
quarter. 

їп a press briefing yesterday, 
GMA officials announced that the 
television network posted а net 
profit of P164 million, a reversal 
from the P600,000 net loss in- 
curred in the first quarter last year. 

"They also reported that gross 
airtime revenue for the quarter 
surged 65 percent to P1.2 billion 
from P722 million in the same pe- 


riod last year. 


Officials attributed the im- 
proved performance to increased 
investments in production of in- 
novative programs, which eroded 
its major competitor's stronghold 
through higher program rating 
and increased audience share. 
“Ifyou use the first quarter as a 
base, easily we will hit P640 mil- 
lion,” GMA Network senior vice 
president for finance Felipe Ya- 


long told reporters. 


period last year. 


PLDT, Panay telecom firm to 


By Abigail L. Ho 


INDUSTRY leader Philippine 
Long Distance Telephone Co. has 
formed a partnership with Panay 
‘Telephone Corp. for the provision 
of Internet and other data ser- 
vices to establishments on the is- 


In terms of operating expenses, 
GMA was able to control these at 
P649 million or 35 percent higher 
than the P481 million in the same 


land of Boracay in Aklan. 

Under the agreement, PLDT 
will provide data solutions to re- 
sorts in Boracay while Pantelco 
will provide the last-mile connec- 
tivity within the island, 

As Pantelco has a franchise for 
local exchange services in the 


Meanwhile, GMA vice presi- 
dent for finance Ronaldo Mastrili 
said the network was looking at 
higher revenue and stronger op- 
erating cash flow this year as it 
undertook more innovative pro- 
gramming and expanded and up- 
graded its operations. 

For this year, Mastrili said the 
GMA would set aside P204 mil- 
lion in capital expenditures main- 
ly for maintenance expenses. The 
figure was lower than the P242 
million in capital expenditures it 
set aside last year. 

Mastrili disclosed that based on 
officially accredited ratings figures 
from AGB Philippines covering the 


area, it will also act as PLDTs 
channel partner there. 

Aside from Internet access, 
Boracay resorts can also avail 
themselves of Internet protocol- 
virtual private network and 
property management services 
that can make their operations 


ES CHINABANK 
CHINA BANKING CORPORATION 


8745 Paseo de Roxas corner Villar St., Makati City 


A full-service, universal bank serving you thru 139 branches and 163 ATMs nationwide 
Celebrating 82 years of service since 1920 
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MEMBER: BancNot & PDIC (Maximum Insurance deposit for each depositor - 100,000.00) 


ofit 


6 am. to 12 midnight viewership 
of roughly eight million house- 
holds in Metro Manila and outlying 
provinces, leading broadcast net- 
work ABS-CBN Broadcasting Corp. 
had a rating of 14 percent while 
GMAS rating was 13 percent. 

This showed that GMA had 
narrowed the rating gap from 

. ABS-CBN's 18-percent rating in 
the first quarter of last year 
against СМАЗ 13-percent rating. 

In tems of audience share, 
GMA also closed in on ABS-CBN to 
bring up its share to 36 percent 
from 31 percent as the Lopez-con- 
trolled media giants share fell to 
39 percent from 45 percent. 


provide services to Boracay 


more efficient. 

PLDT senior vice president and 
corporate business group head Al- 
fredo Panlilio said these new data 
services on the island would help 
Boracay keep up with the competi- 
tion from other tourist destinations 
in Asia and the world. 


"PLDT and Pantel- 
co believe in the full 
potential of (infor- 
mation and commu- 
nications technolo- 
gy) in the tourism in- 
dustry which has not. 
been fully realized in 
the Philippines. With 
the partnership, we 
put communications 
technology _ tools 
within the reach of 
many tourism-relat- 
ed establishments" 
he said. 

Pantelco general 
manager Сейіс 
Sazon added that it 
had now become crit- 
ical for the tourism 
industry to have 
timely transmission 
of information to 
their main offices аз 
this helped tourism- 
related establish- 
ments compete and 
make their opera- 
tions more efficient 
and profitable. 


ICTSI eyes 
4 foreign 
projects 


AGRESSIVELY pursu- 
ing its expansion 
overseas, intema- 
tional Container Ter- 
minal Services Inc. is 
looking at four ports 
in the Middle East 
and Africa including 
Umm Qasr in Iraq. 

їп a briefing with 
reporters yesterday 
following the compa- 
пуб annual stockhold- 
ers meeting, КТЫ 
chair and chief execu- 
tive Enrique Razon Jr. 
said the company was 
eyeing the Beirut port 
їл Lebanon and ропз 
in Kenya and Rwanda, 
aside from the Umm 
Qasr port. 

Razon noted that 
Kenya and Rwanda 
were “high-growth” 
countries. 

Regarding Паф 
Razon said: “We are 
definitely interested 
in doing business in 
the port there. We 
will closely monitor 
that in the coming 
weeks, months, how- 
ever long it wil 
take.” 

In the meantime, 
Razon said that ICT- 
Sl was focusing on its 
business in the Baltic 
Container Terminal 
in Gdynia, Poland 

Razon said the 
company hoped to 
start operations of the 
Polish port this June. 

То acquire the port 
operations, ICTSI is 
spending $40 million. 
from internally gen- 
erated cash and from 
borrowings. 

“Weare very excited 
about Gdynia, particu- 
larly as Poland is 
scheduled to become 
the EU's (European 
Unionis) newest mem- 
ber in 2004. We see 
tremendous growth 
opportunities with 
Poland's entry into the 
EU Razon said 
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.. DISCLOSURES _ 


ELECTED directors of Trans-Asia and Energy Development Corp. were Ва- 
mon del Rosario, Oscar Hilado, Antonio del Rosario, Magdaleno Albarracin 
Jr, Ramon del Rosario Jr., Francisco Viray, Reynaldo Paulino, Alfredo Ve- 
Jayo, Raymundo Feliciano, Ricardo Camua and Epifania Godinez. 

ABS-CBN Broadcasting Corp. will hold its annual stockholders" meeting 
оп May 29, В a.m. at Studio 1 of ABS-CBN Broadcast Center Complex, 
Quezon City. Only stockholders of record as of April 15 are entitled to no- 


tice of and to vote at the meeting. 


BANKARD Inc. will hold its annual stockholders’ meeting on May 29, 
2:30 p.m. at St. La Salle Hall, Tower Il of RCBC Plaza, Makati City. Stock- 
holders of record as of April 29 will be entitled to notice of and to vote at 
the meeting. Compiled by Maricar D. Tolosa, PDI Research 
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Dumped in Dasma 


‘THE oral arguments originally scheduled for 
yesterday regarding the ejectment of socialite 
Diana Jeanne "DJ" Lopez from her long-time 
home in Dasmarinas Village has been post- 
poned by the Supreme Court to a yet-to-be 
determined date. 

Lopez had been living in the Paraiso 
Street house since the 1980s until late last 
year when the alleged new owners, ex- 
Citibanker Edilberto Pozon and his wife 
Eveline (the latter is the mysterious lady in 
black who shared the Edsa II center stage 
with GMA), obtained a lower court order 
ejecting the socialite. 

This prompted Lopez, the mother of mod- 
el/boutique manager Claudia Bermudez, to 
seek judicial relief from the higher courts. 

Without going into the thicket of legal ar- 
guments, this apparently was what hap- 
pened: 

е Lopez, “assisted” by her friend Rodolfo 
Cuenca, acquired the house and lot at 2149 
Paraiso St. from Don Enrique Zobel sometime 
in August 1980. 

Cuenca, who was the construction king- 
pin at that time, instructed his lawyer (now 
deceased) Cesar Beltran “to organize a corpo- 
ration for Ms Lopez to be owned by her which 
would hold the property” 

The property "is solely owned by Ms 
Lopez," Cuenca declared in his 1996 sworn 
statement. "She purchased it for value and 
in good faith." 

e With the government's takeover of the 
debr-ridden Construction and Development 
Corporation of the Philippines, Cuenca's con- 
struction conglomerate, and Cuenca's fallout 
with the Marcoses, the construction tycoon 
was forced to go into overseas exile. 

Sometime during his exile, Cuenca's 
son Roberto forced open his dad's safe and 
seid he found the title to the Paraiso proper- 
ty, which he dutifully turned over to his 
mother, Jasmine. 

As Cuenca the father later discovered 
after he returned from exile, instead of fol- 
lowing his instructions, his lawyer Beltran 
and his law partners "by means of de- 
ceit...caused the property to be registered in 
their names, their nominees, and in manners 
suggesting that they themselves had owner- 
ship and control of the property" 

e In the meantime, the title to the Paraiso 
property changed hands thrice since the 1980 
acquisition, with the Pozons finally buying it 
in December 1986 despite having been ap- 
prised ofits entanglements and without hav- 
ing set foot inside the house. 

* Edilberto Pozon told the court that Cuen- 
ca the father went in early 1987 to see him in 
Hong Kong, where Pozon was then based, of- 
fering to return Pozon's money so Lopez could 
“get the property in her name.” Having al- 
ready acquired the property heavily discount- 
ed, P2 million, ће Pozons refused. 

* Right after the Cuenca visit, the Pozons 
sued the vendor, including the lawyer-nomi- 
nees, for specific performance but without 
impleading Lopez. Pozon won financial com- 
pensation although the 1990 Makati Region- 
al Trial Court judgment did not expressly 
grant possession of the Paraiso property to 
the Pozons. 

* Lopez, fearing she would go homeless 
in her retirement years, sought to protect 
her ownership of the property by filing an 
action, still pending in another branch of 
the Makati Regional Trial Court, for quiet- 
ing of title. 

* Before he died, Beltran wrote to assure 
Lopez that “as soon as the case is finally ter- 
minated and ownership of the property is 
recognized, you can count on our firm com- 
mitment that we shall execute the necessary 
deed of absolute sale [where] by such deed 
‘ownership over the property shall be con- 
ferred on you and the title thereof registered 
in your name.” 

Beltran's letter was co-signed by his law 
partner, Cesar Diomampo. 

Meanwhile, Cuenca the father has been 
forbidden by his wife and children from com- 


municating with Lopez ever again. 


Heard through the grapevine 
SEN. Gregorio Honasan, businesswoman Nora 
Bitong and former Inquirer chair Eugenia Apostol 
are now buddies again, their common denomina- 
tor being they all now find themselves estranged 
from their ex principal Juan Ponce Enrile. 
(Cocktales may be reached by e-mail at cock- 
tales pdi@yahoocom ог at cok 
tales_pdi@hotmail.com.) 
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Stocks drop 1.24% dc 


From page BI 
Finance Secretary Jose Camacho 
earlier said the government would 
review its economic targets this 
year to consider the possible im- 
pact of an outbreak of Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). 
The Philippines, which has sev- 
eral probable but as yet uncon- 
firmed cases of the deadly virus, 
is targeting growth of 4.2 to 5.2 


percent this year. The economy 
expanded 4.6 percent in 2002. 

AB Capital economic analyst 
Jose Vistan expected the market 
toremain weak. 

“There will still be a downward 
bias but the decline won't be 
steep. The corrective days of the 
market are almost over,” he said. 
“We see the markets immediate 
support at 1,060.” Reuters 
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Open a Priority One Checking 


You've worked hard to get where you are, and there's no better time to enjoy life but now. 
PNB Priority One Checking Account is a checking account that offers a rewards program 
to help you get the most out of your hard work and foster even greater relations with the bank 


that knows how to serve you well. 


Designed to fit your specific financial needs, PNB Priority One comes with a power-packed 
convenience of a personalized Checkbook, ATM card and Phone Banking access. Earn 


rewards points (every P1,000.00 Year-to-Date ADB = 1 point that 
= Air miles for both domestic and overseas trips ма PAL 


* Dinner gift certificates at select star botels and restaurants 


Account now! 


are convertible to: 
and Air Philippines 


For an initial deposit and minimum balance of P25,000.00, enjoy unlimited 
privileges and increased banking amenities such as P/00,000.00 maxina daily 
withdrawal thru the ATM, 1.25% interest per annnm, and Personal Accident 
Insurance coverage 

For more inquiries, visit any PNB Branch near you or call Tel. Nos. 526-3471, 
573-4335, and Trunk Lines 891-6040 to 70 and 526-3131 to 68 loc. 2013/4335. 


With PNB Priority One, 
best out of life. 


"s our way of saying you deserve the 
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We manage risks, 
we provide opportunities 


wwwpnb.com.ph 
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Making room for you in our fully renovated and expanded BMW sales and serv 
facilities—already, the biggest in the country. 


Like Mario. Mario M. Glona, Vice President for Vehicle Se 
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Call it caring. Or call us by our new name. 
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MALACANANG PALACE 
‘MANILA 


{extend my warmest felictalions to 
the local officals and townspeople ol he 
Municipalty og Taguig аз you celebrate 
your 416th Founding Anniversary. 

s Tesi manifests your commitment to community 
progress. May he exclng activites hightghing the history, people. 
places and accomplishments ol your municipality make for a joytul 
andmeaningil celebration. 

Птаїтотутйўай he remaining months of my Administration 
tostrengthening the economy, healing tha deep divisions within 
‘ut society and to working for cean and honest elections in 2004 
‘ust that you are one with me in this endeavor. 

Arduous and dificult challenges e belora us, but with our. 
combined ers and self sacrifice, we shall rise above hem and 
‘surge ahead in moving our nation forward, Let this momentous 
event spur each otus to build a strong Philippine горке, 

Mabuhay kayong lahat! 


GLORIA MÁCAPAGAL'ÁRROYO 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR 
AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 


OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 


[wish o convey my warmest facil- 
tation lo the oficiais and good people ot 
the Municipalty of Taguig as they hold 
ег 416th Founding Anniversary on Apri 25, this year. 

“The Deparimen of Interior and Local Govemment lakes cog- 
izanes of your accomplishments and endeavor to undertake ways 
Inproviding elective delivery of basic services to our people. The 
enthusiasm you have shown in undertaking this activity reflects 
the commitment ot your leaders and residents in bringing forth in- 
{agra development to our locally. 

May tls year's celebration inspire your leaders and the 
‘people to further strive far excellence in governance towards he 
overall effort to bringing progress and prosperity particularly in 
your area, and in bulding a Strong Republic. 


mabuhay po kayong aha 


Sec 


MUNICIPALITY OF TAGUIG 
Office of the Mayor 


May warmest greetings to our 
tomnmates onthe celebration of our 46th 
founding anniversary. 

Today, thank ће people of Taguig 
fr your tust and confidence in ту lead- 
ership; your unwavering suppor in my 

abit to lead the town towards the path to growth and develop- 
met 

The road to peace and progress is not always easy but 

0 with our combined efforts, your unsining commitment and coop- 

eration, success could not be far behind. 

Let peace reign in our hears. Let us continuously join hands 
In moving our municipal forward. Let transparency in gover- 
nance andthe sincerity to work for the belerment ot aach other's 
ife be our inspiration for a better Taguig. 

Forward Taguig! 


‚ = 
SIGFRI EDDIE” R. TINGA 
fayor 


Mayor Tinga unveils his 1 


program for 


TAGUIG has achieved усал success his ivelotrarsfom tse 
froma own into a busting metropolis in the National Capital Region 
(NCF), and perhaps become the region's last fonfer or улыл. 

Toensure that Taguig woud eventual be he growth center ot 
the NCR, the administraton, under the leadership ol Mayor Sigo 
‘Freddie Tinga, has drawn up whalhas been dubbed as a шертти for 
gyom wih equ which guarantees trat progress redounds tothe best 
fieret ofits residents, and nat merely appropriated by a few. 

A prosperous urban center is expected io take care o! he heath 
and sociai needs olis people, ала hatis precisely he frstpoint o he 
program designed by Mayor Tinga. As a result this, Taguig devised 
is oun health carde, nd 4,000 such cards were detî buted п August 
200210 bene 20,000 people. This year an dottore 6 00beneicanes 
wilge hei heath cards. 

More heath centers wil be buit in addition tothe 21 already 
ising lo provide beter heath care to more people. Regular medical 
ara also conducted io depressed neighborhoods and 45 such missions 
havebeenunched inccoperaion wih cvic ard cause-onented groups. 
The Taguig Heath Department aiso achieved 100 percent 
ficiency n айтылар oral рой vaccine and cen 
have been vaccinated ogpistubelss, dphier and 
measles. 

Education is the second thrust ol the 10-point 
program. There are now 83 day care center rom 30 
during he previous adrinisiraion and hey serve 8000 
різ The pan iso increase he number futher o 130. 
Ofrateus the commitment of he Tinga adninisrlon to 
reduce he classroom shortage that has led toa rai of 
1:100, or one room for 100 students. To sobe this 
problem, Taguig secured aloan kom Be Logoind Project 
to finance the construction of 140 elementary 
Schoorooms, and two more schoobui Noh 
Daang Нал and Napindan—are being buit. Existing 
‘structures are also being refurbished to accommodate 
more classrooms. 

The Taguig Science High School was also 
organized for students who excel in science and 
mathematics. As scholars, each ol he 86 members ot 
Бейт вакд has been gven a monthly stpendol P500 
în acion to free bool, notebooks and oher educatonal 


In its desire to bring infotech education to all 
students, Taguig has launched a computer ieracy 
programin pubic schoo, wit 103 computers dette 
lo seven elementary schools that now give bes 
computer laboratory classes o Grades 5 and 6 pupis. 

Youhend spots development is fhe ird element 
in the program pushed by Mayor Tinga. The Taguig 
Basketbal Association (TBA) has become the biggest 
tasketbal league in al ol Asa, win 165 teams comensed 
2,324 players trom 18 barangays paricpaing.Aloal 
of 860 players rom 54 teams are regstered with he 
“Taguig Volleybal! Association (TVA) the biggest such 
league inthe county. 

More covered curs and multi-purpose hals 
have been constructed, wih lour in Barangays Upper 
Bicuan and Signal Vilage. Two other courts are abou lo 
be completed n Barangays West Bicutan and Bagong 
Tanyag. 

In seting role models for he youth, Mayor Tinga aiso formed 
the Taguig Outstanding Youth Leaders, whichis the crème ol the crop 
in Taguig. Members of ins group wi be deployed to promote he values 
the youth need io excel in dierent heids of endeavor. 

Peace and order is another mater hat has been addressed by 
the Tinga program. Since Taguig has one ofthe lowest poice 10 
populaton raio of 2580.1, he mayor devised he Taguig Outpost Patrol, 
Mofwfichhave been estabished out ol me 50 on the planning board. 
These outposts woud immensely heip п crime preventon. Apar trom 
these, he Special Response Team (SAT) was aiso organized io receive 
and act upon complaints and delver basic services as wel 

The Taguig Anti-Drug Abuse Counci also implemented 
mandatory drug tesis among all municipal ficis and employees, he 


Recall move fimiesom, ZS 


Taguigeiios rejoice 


А most important development happened in Taguig 
recently, and it concerns the bitterly contested campaign 
to recall Mayor Freddie Tinga launched by his political 
detractors. 


The Commission on Elections (Comelec) saw | 


through the maneuvers that attended the Cayetano drive 
to oust Tinga using the Preparatory Recall Assembly 
(PRA) and the en bane decide 1d by a majority vote in late 
March to finally drive the final nail on the coffin of the ill- 
thought and ill-motivated scheme. 

In its 18-page decision, the Comelec declared PRA 
Resolution No, 02-1 as invalid for two reasons. 

First was that the resolution did not comply with the 
notice requirement to all members of the PRA. 

‘Second was that ће PRA did not attain the required 
majority votes of 82 out of the 162 PRA members in 
Taguig. 

These determinations hewed closely to the 
arguments of the Tinga camp that the PRA could not 
have been legally convened since the conditions that 
attended the so-called meeting were fraught with legal 
infirmities, 

Comelec Chairman Benjamin Abalos took 
cognizance of the recall petition initiated by the foes of 
‘Tinga and named lawyer Esmeralda A. Ladra, to verify 
whether the signatures of the PRA members were 
authentic. On September 25, 2002, those who attended 
the PRA were haled by Ladra to appear before her and 
verify their signatures and thumbmarks on the recall. 
resolution. 

Ladra eventually found out that out of the 162 PRA 
members, two were not sent notices of the assembly. Only 
103 members were validly served such notices, she said. 

Worse, two of the signatories to the resolution— 
Kagawad Agapito S. Herrera of Barangay Sta. Ana and 
Kagawad Alma S. Abbilul of Barangay Maharlika— 


did not appear during the verification of signatures and Î 


instead executed affidavits withdrawing their signatures 
on the recall resolution, claiming they were against the 
move and were only forced to sign the resolution 
because of their trip to Subic, where the PRA member 
‘were treated to а supposed seminar and “quarantined 
for three days. 

These two barangay officals were also joined by 
two other councilmen— Khalid Abu Hashim of Barangay 
Maharlika Village and Ricardo S. Batobato of Barangay 
Ligid-Tipas—who also junked their signatures on the 
document. 

The signatures of two other PRA members- 
Barangay Bambang Kagawad Cesar V. Franco and 
Barangay Signal Village Kagawad Mauro C. Lino- 
appeared to have been dubious. 

“Tinga counsel Sixto Brillantes also said that the Comelec 
decided corectly since Ladra discovered that the PRA was 
not convened in a public place and that the genuineness of 
the signatures in the petition were not established. 

Comelec stressed that given these rock-hard findings, 
the recall resolution championed by Mayor T 
detractors. was doomed. И was invalid. "As such, without 
а valid recall resolution to initiate the recall of Mayor 
Tinga, Comelec cannot give due course to the recall 
election in Taguig." 


Fourteen sub- precincts wi be estabished iain lo he seven 
already exising, hus banging o 21 the number ol precincts serving 18 
barangays. Hand-held rads have been given to the poice п adóiton 


و 

د ر 
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light the torch during the opening ceremonies of 
the Taguig Basketball Association (TBA), the 
biggest local basketball league in Asia. ы 


Bringing government closer to the people 


to patrol cars to enhance 
visbily and quick response to 
emergencies. 


Housing and shelter 
arene sos serous 

need in the metropolis and 
Taguig tasresponded otis by 
coorcnaing win Наба tor È 
Humanity in launching mass | 5 


ошоп pecs. Two such j а 
precis are set to start in ang 
Pragsama Voce n Barangay 
Wesiem Bicutan ard in Barangay Bagumbayan. 
Teutanpoor heve been the main beneicares clhe socaized 
housing program launched through a oen from the Natonal Home. 
Morgege and Finance Corp. (NHMFC). The Community Mongage 
Program (OMP) hasbeen implemented in Barangay Calzada m Tipas, 
andin Barangays Sia. Ana, Bagumbayan and Bagong Tanyag. 


Mayor Tinga thanks the people of Taguig 
for thèir trust and confidence in 
Mayor Freddie Tinga says his administration owes a lot to the 

unstinting support of the people of Taguig. 

“Had our constituents not been committed to our collective 
desire to push programs and projects designed to streamline the 
bureaucracy and promote a culture of efficiency and sincerity 
Taguig would not have launched and succeeded in pushing the 
condition for growth in the town,” the mayor adds. 

Tinga has thanked the overwhelming majority of the people of 
Taguig for rejecting the recall move launched aginst him by his 
political detractors. 

This show support and belkief in him has pushed him to 
work hárder and better to prove that all his critics are wrong, 
and by attacking his administration and undermining it, they 
are working against the best interests of Taguig. 

‘The young mayor, a frist timer, has pledged to heed the сай of 
the people of Taguig for the promotion of transpareny and honesty 
in public service. 

“it will be an article of faith for me,” Tenga explains, “never to 
compromise the interest of Taguig to the powerful cliques that have 
wantedto render the local leadership incapable of pursuing its mandate." 

Tinga is now working feverishly to promote the 10-point programe 
designed to make Taguig a prosperous, just and progressive town 
and eventually as a city, and probably as the last frontier of economic 
development on the National Capital Region (NCR). 

The mayor admits that without the support of the people of 
Taguig, his administration would be battling the mindless and 
malicious trades by political personalities who have done their worst 
against the very government they are supposed to help, promote 


‘The Tinga administration also passed an ordinance allowing 
(he vanslomaton ol ide farmlands nio resdental areas in coordination 
with the Department ol Environment nd Natural Resources (DENA) 
and the Department of Agrarian Relorm (DAR). 

To ensure that Taguig is always clean and green, which is 
necessary lo prevent flooding and ensure thal the town is never 
inundated, Mayor Tinga deciogged, dredged and cleared ай creeks, 
fivers and walerways,resuling in cieanng 80 percent o he Taguig 
Fiver and about hail oi he Tipas River ol water les and sold waste. 
Since over 75 percent о! waterways have been cleaned, no flooding 
has occurredin Taguig lately. 

“Taguig olicals and employees have also been instructed lo 
render community sence, seting he example n cleaning up creeks, 
canals. vers and waterways and idyng up the entre town. Garbage. 
colecion has been improved and an educatonal campagn has been. 
launched o mprove dsopine among the people n dsposingol her 
waste. A total of 288 sireetsweepers usng 150 garbage volleys have 
been deployed lo keep the sireets and sdewaiks dean. 


Mayor Freddie talks to a constituent 
in one of his "dalaw barangay” rounds. 
: ead 

Infrastructures and ties are a main concern of the Tinga 
administration. Wih these in place, Taguig can be expected lo act 
тоге investors and drawin more businesses. 

Noles an 322250 welseel amps have beeninstaled along 
(CSsscotterasesin coordination wih he Metro Manila Development 
Authority (MMDA), Pagcor and the Department ol Public Works and 

Highways (DPWH). Taguig pays lor he monthly 
весы. 

Атда of 381 intesnuctureprojcishave 
been accomplished by ihe Tinga admnistaton, 
ranging from upgrading to building road 
networks and bridges, pathways, school 
buildings day care centers, basketball courts 
andmul-purpose hals, playgrounds, drainage 
systems, rip-rapping of creeks and instalaton 
of water supply systems. The total cost ofall 
these projects was P129,752.653.78 

Much has been done to solve the 
problem of inadequate water supply in several 
barangays through the laying ol pipes by 
Mania Water. The laying of these pipes, long 
the request ol the residence in Barangays 
Western Bicutan, Lower Biculan, Signal 
Village, Bambang and along C-5, has been 
completed, Local organizations, under the 
guidance ofthe Local ity Board, have been 
tapped to ensure that payment of minimal 
Tales by subscribers wil be made promptly. 

Employment generaton is another key 
elementin the 10-pon program. No less than 
‘9.466 pbseekers wereplacedinlocalandioregn 
corporations through the Taguig Public 
Employment Services Office (PESO). By 
Sepleriber27,200. some 4.195 appicanishave 
been sel or nleview and posse pb placement. 
Job lars have been held reguafy wie studens 
were given summer jobs under the Special 
ProgramfortheEmplymentol Students (SPES). 

A professional bureaucracy tht is 
transparent, eticentandhonestisa crucalfactor 
inensuing he promoten business and good 
‘governance Thisis recognized as a vial cog ol 
the 10poil program pursued by Mayor Tinga. 

nefe he noreased tax colection rom 
„January 1, 2002 to December 30, 2002, which 
mouris to P584 635 miionwasa testament he 
ıetioency ol he ocal government uni headed by 
Mayor Tinga. The amount represents a 2831 percent jump from he 
P440046 mdloncolectoncoleciedby he previousadminsraton forthe 
euicbrtperodesoteadeoeasei ho lax ales. Tag 6 setlo breach 
hePS00-milon mark ncolecions. 

Trga dsoimgroved he vañousolicesunderhimand placedthem 
inareas more aocessibie tothe people. fus ensuring smoomer Now ot 
trarsacions Tolufher hasten ansackons, heresorted io compvterzaton 
@твепвеһлваәсасу fushotennphespenolreneededicorpets 
rnsocionstoiebenefcl personnel and resdents lie. 

investors have been drawn to Taguig because ol he efficiency 
engendered by he Trgaadminsreton, wich has made ta caviral le lo 
compat kor he bggestand mostpb-riensve vestments hereabouts. 

Tinga has also brought his administration coser lo the 
people by his regular "dalaw barangay," which allows him to deal 
directly with his constituents and address ther problems, He has 
also insituionalized “ulat sa bayan” which informs the people 
abou te achievements of the government and what has been 
done to salve outstanding issues in a siraighlorward manner. 

"Iagughas also updated is vi regsty system, ensuring hat 
allrecords are kept secure and ready for release to consent. Al 
records [Ыт and deaths are kept and updated and submitted lo 
properauhontes ike ne Commission on Becton (Comelec) Records 
‘olmamages are aiso kept, whe changes inci registry records have 
been made under а new iaw governing changes on account of 
typographical ето. The town has alo launched mass weddings to 
leçalze he unonsol umamedcowplesandthuslegtmze her ofsomg 

Práein Taguig is regarded as sacrosanct by is leaders, and 
the program cralte by Tinga precsely promotes юса traditions, 
staring wih reigous casts to honor patron sants ike Sto. Niño in. 
Sena Vilage and the Sia. Anang Banakin Barangay Sta. Ana, which 
is perhaps he олу ual processon indigenous o Metro Mania. 

inculcating civi dein Taguigis parto ne 10-point program, 
and this pride s shown nthe way fe people ol the town chensh their 
\racitons and okays. maters thal he Taguig Tourism Counc! knows, 
codd be parlayed inio someting postive and productive, 


FrCenteris a boon lor Tagulg taxpayers. 

‘One program fat has become ahaimark 
of Taguig Mayor Freddie Tinga is the Fast 
Transactions (FT) Center. 

FT Carters actualy groups al тойота 
taxpayers have to deal with in one place, thus 
saving taxpayers their valuable time wile 
ensuing hat sence wil be ast and eficient. 

“Taxpayers and investors using FT Centers 
sre bus realed oan press lane ype saven, 
wich guarantees them swat processing and 
eliminates the necessity of fxers and other 
"ernedares. 

{nis manner, gati practicaly eliminated. 

Under the system, all employees and 
officials in FT Centers are given ideniicaton 
cards, 

"A those who do not have such identity 
cards are thus weaned away trom the express 
lane and their extraneous services rendered 
unnecessary 

Tinga said hat he less number of people 
handling оса! government business at FT 
Centers has led o a most efficient system of 
processing papers and other maners that 
‘otherwise woud have taken longer under he oid 


He hopes FT Centers would become a 
model for ai oficesin Таш. 

“Tinga snot new o beng a model or beng 
anawardos. 

Recenti, the President bestowed upon 
him the Apolinario Mabini Award for 
championing the cause of the disabled in 
Malacahang. 

He was cited for providing valuable 
assistance to the Goodwill Industry ol the 
Phippines (GIP), an organization that has been 
жоюп for the disabled and tno disadvantaged 
папи. 

Tinga has been cited fr his skis trairıng 
program forthe disabled, ob placements and 
rehabıltaton serves, He aso pronded doctors 
‘and nurses for GIP. 

He was also cited for providing 20 
wheelchairs for those who need them in Taguig 


and for helping 183 cleft palate palients in his 
Operation Simse. 

Tho award was launched in 1974 by the 
Philippine Foundation tor me Rehabé&taton of he 
Disabled, Inc (PFRD) 


Mayor Tingauses air waves 
p serve hts consutwemts better 

One ol te few muniopalexccuvesin he 
country ever o use a rado program on a regular 
basis Tagug Mayor Fredde Tinga. 

Hs show is aired every Wednesday kom 3 
pm ю4рл\ on DZAR- Angel Rado. 

“The show has a caichy name: “Freddie Ka 
Na Ba Tinig No Taug” 

Tinga's show (s unique in that it has 
sniting venues, and each week's show is Eka 
no other 

‘Abe barangays in Taguig. and there are 18 
item, ae sted one aier anoiner, ensumg Bat 
forth entre year. the mayor woud be айе lo vst 
ach one al least vez 

‘One sacon othe show scaled Isangguni 
Mo Kay Mayor” which ques al constituent he 
hance o lak drecy mih Taga. 

‘By heanng and acing on e probiems right 
on the ste. Tinga hopas lo give a dear signal lo 
‘everyone at re 52 ocal execute who goes coun 
oto grassroots, and delvers seces without 
тетедалет 

Another program that Tinga bas employed 
to generate popular entrusasm is FT Nights, or 
Fray Talent Nights, heh ams lo discover ihe 
besl sngors trat fe 18 barangays in Tagug could 
de 


Stxtedon March 7,FT Nehishasbeenpacking 
hemin ping hebestsingexs rom each barangay O 
bate win heren бей vera ens. 

Opentoal ol as constiuents rom age one to 
91, FT Nights has become a much-awated weekly 
event Tayug. 

Winners at he barangay level competitions 
iake home cash and other przes. 

Те grand га о! he weekly sngng contest 
be hekî n December 2003, and bg przes авай 


{he best othe best signers ol Taguig. 
FortBonitacio joins Taguig celebration 

Fort Boniano is par ol Taguig and an 18- 
pago order handed down by Pasg Слу Regional 
Tnal Cour (RTC) Branch 153 Judge Brico Ygaña 
олу affirms what had been the firm beef by 
everyone—ihal the sprawing miliary reservation 
is whin the termtory ol the town. 

Judge Ygaña had thus torpedoed the bid of 
Makati City to stop Taguig from exercising йз. 
|ssicion over the big piece oi prime property. The 
judge earlier enjoined Makati from exercising 
Jurisdiction over Fort Bonitaco but the issue was 
appealed, олу tor the magistrate to deny the samo, 

Taguig oficials exuited over the order, noting 
that ihe decision viral vindicales Mayor Fredde 
Tings's insistence for the town to exercise its 
‘prerogatives over a contested area. 

Former Taguig Rep. Dante Tinga sald the. 
orderis remarkable in at di not ony conlim the 
jurisdicion of Taguig over th property othe Bases 
Conversion and Development Authority (BCDA) 
and the Global City Project but aiso "clarified that 
‘what Макар cals ‘Barangay Southside is also within 
‘Tagug’sjutecicton.” 

“The judge said that the injunction must stick 
Since there was nothing unlawîuî done by Tagus. 
He added: “Taguig Is authorized to exercise 
Junsciction over the area in question. There was 
пол uniewtul and improper for the plaintit 
(Taguig) to put a росе station in any part ol the 
Inner Fort” 

He stressed hat tis but logical since the Inner 
FotisinFat BonfecoandFor Bonfaco spat 1а) 

Truly, the ВСОА, the Fort Bonifacio 
Development Corp. (FEDC) and othar entis insido 
the Global Слу pay taxes in Taguig. 

Moreover, Presidents Fidel Ramos and Gloria 
Macapagal Arroyo have issued pronouncements 
солт iha taci that Fort Bondacio ıs ın Taguig. 


Taguig pursues cityhood hid 

lagu stil pursung ts campagn to elevato. 
the monzcoskty то а сиу. which would vastly 
improve ds tax colectons and hie 4s share of 
ттт revenue aloiment (АА) and thus bong o 


fein ts lanto estatllshltsell as a growth center 
in Metro Mania. 

However he adninisraton of Mayor Fred 
Tinga has to overcome opposition from the usual 
chorus ot detractors. 

For this reason, Taguig residents have 
lamented the oppostors to the ciyhood knowing 
{uly wel the benefi that would rodound to them 
ike enjoying a higher increase of RA and the right 
‘oredalm soma land rom Laguna de Baylor oun. 
use. 

However, he Supreme Cour (SC) ited the 
Injuneton and alowed tho piebıscila to push though 
on Apri 25, 1998. 

Nevertheless, regulares attended the 
plebiscite, prompting the fing of a petition fora 
recount wich was subsequently dismissed by the 
Cometac aleging fat he pol bodyasnojursdcson. 
over the case. 

Tha uproar over the decision was notlimitod 
to Tagug but also tothe Ofico ol he Soiolor General 
(OSG), which pracicaly questóned ће wisdom ot 
the verdict, caling "highly untenable.” 

Former Taguig Hop. and now Dean of the 
Polytechnic Universit ol the Phiippines (PUP), 

ther Taguig legal luminaries 

ofcityhood jomed la fling a 

petition before the SC questioning the Comoiec 

decision and asking that the same be 
overturned. 

‘The OSG, through Solicitor Genera Aledo L. 
Benipayo. himsel a отет Comelec cham sad 
ihe 'ponertoasceran he rue resuts ol he pibsete. 
Isnecessany nchdedinthepower o ertorce alius 
Talava otha conduc ot the plebisote." 

What Dean Tinga and the inervenors inthe 
casa wants smoly lor the Comelec to check wheihor 
mdespread fraud was commited dunng the 
ıpiebısot andcoroct he resuts by ascortarıng he 
"до he electorate 

OSG cemed hal he petion is notan coal 
protest but smoly tha renson ol lebscto rests. 
Through an exarmnaton ol tho balons No ho eg. 
cours bul he Comac las Ва sole prsdcton over 
ıhe caso sco penans toa recounl афет! 
"oit casn ho peosctod Ap, 1998 ado. 


му! 
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BEER sales of food and bever- 
age giant San Miguel Corp. 
grew at a double-digit pace for 
the first three months of the 
year due mainly to improved 
distribution and marketing ef- 
forts. 

San Miguel said its beer unit 
posted volume sales of 23.5 
million cases in the first two 
months and revenue of P4.8 
billion, up by 10 percent and 
12 percent, respectively over 
the previous year's levels. 

‘March volumes are expected 
to surpass the average for the 
first two months with sales ex- 
ceeding P7 billion. 

San Miguel attributed the 
growth to the strengthening of 
the distribution network and 
highly focused marketing ef- 
forts. Central Luzon, Visayas 
and Mindanao yielded the 
highest volume growth. 

‘San Miguel said beer sales 
were above expectations as de- 
mand usually tapers off after 


the he 


SMC beer sales up 
12% in Ist quarter 


у season. 
San Miguel has invested 
heavily in the strengthening of 
its dealership network nation- 
wide over the past two years. 

In 2002, San Miguel gener- 
ated a 4 percent growth in vol- 
umes from 2001, a reversal 
from volume deficits in previ- 
ous years. 

San Miguel is the country's 
leading beer manufacturer ac- 
counting for more than 90 per- 
cent of the market led by its 
flagship San Miguel Pale Pilsen 
brand. Other products are San 
Mig Light, Red Horse, Gold Ea- 
gle, Superdry, Blue Ice, Cerveza 
Negra and the Miller draft beer. 

In 2002, SMC posted a net 
income of P6.63 billion, up 2.8 
percent from the previous 
year's P6.45 billion. 

The company said its consol- 
idated net income before re- 
structuring cost was P7.2 bil- 
lion, or 40 percent higher from 
end-2001 figure. 


inpinon geothermal 


In a telephone 


World Bank cuts growth ... 


From page BI 


vice president for East Asia and the Pacific Je- 
mal-ud-din Kassum said. 

Kassum noted, however, that while eco- 
nomic growth in the region would likely slow 
down this year, East Asia still had “fundamen- 
tal strengths that should enable it to with- 
stand these short-term shocks and grow faster 
than any other region in the world.” 

“Like the Iraq crisis, SARS is in principle a 
temporary shock, although there is a great 
deal of uncertainty as to how large the SARS 
crisis will be in the end. Countries with high 
foreign reserves and a decent fiscal position 
may well be inclined to consider carefully de- 
signed policies that support economic activity 
during the shock,” Kassum said. 

Homi Kharas, the bank's chief economist 
for East Asia and the Pacific region, added 
that stronger flows of consumer and housing 
credit have helped underpin stronger house- 
hold consumption and housing construction 
in the region. 

"SARS may have a severe effect over the 
short term but it is unlikely to stop the dis- 
cernible underlying trend toward a gradual 
strengthening of East Asian domestic demand 
and activity” Kharas said. 

China, the epicenter of the SARS virus, is 
still expected to grow at robust rates as the 
country is seen banking on strong domestic 


demand to hedge against slow growth in the 
rest of the world. Nevertheless, the World 
Bank scaled down its gross domestic growth 
(GDP) forecest for China to 7.2 percent from 
the earlier expected growth of 7.5 percent. 

Based on the World Bank report, the Philip- 
pines is forecast to grow this year by 4 per- 
cent, slower than the earlier forecast of 4.3 
percent. But growth is expected to pick up to 
4.5 percent by 2004. 

‘The Philippines and Malaysia were the only 
Southeast Asian countries downgraded by the 
bank. 

Malaysia is forecast to grow by 4.2 percent 
this year, down from the earlier expected 5 
percent. 

On the other hand, Indonesia is projected 
to grow by 3.3 percent and Thailand by 4.5 
percent this year, an upgrade from the bank's 
earlier forecasts of 3.2 percent and 4 percent, 
respective! 

In particular, the bank said the Philippines, 
which exceeded its first-quarter deficit ceiling 
due to overspending, muist work hard to meet 
fiscal targets this year. 

“This is particularly the case given the 
downside risks to the global economy, exacer- 
bated by the war in Iraq and the spread of the 
SARS virus, and the uncertain repercussions 
оп the Philippines in terms of exports, oil 
prices, remittances and access to global capi- 
tal,” the bank said. 


BUSINESS _ 
POWER PLANT IN NEGROS 


PNOC to bid out P1.4-B project 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


STATE-OWNED PNOC Energy De- 
velopment Corp. yesterday said it 
was inviting foreign firms, includ- 
ing Japanese and European, to 
build a P1.4-billion power plant in 
line with the expansion of its Pal- 


field in Southern Negros. 
PNOC-EDC chair Sergio Apostol 


said the firm had opened this 
week the pre-qualification of 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


prospective bidders for the 20- 
megawatt project. 

“This (prequalification) would 
take us about a month and we ex- 
pect to award the contract to the 
winning bidder by mid-July” 
Apostol said. 

‘The contract will cover the 
construction of the plant and the 
transmission line, and the devel- 
opment of the steam field. 

Apostol said PNOC-EDC was 
expecting the participation in the 
bidding of companies from 


production 


interview, 


blue ribbon committee in the 
hope that the Supreme Court 
would go the way of the Senate 
blue ribbon committee report. 
Why else would he reprint old 
"news?" Cunanan asked. 

The Supreme Court has yet to 
decide on four petitions question- 
ing the validity of the concession 
contracts between the govem- 


S&P ... 


From page BI 


of about 117 percent. 

Reacting to S&P's action, Finance Secretary 
Jose Isidro Camacho yesterday said the rating 
agency would have come up with a different 
view had it sent a team to evaluate the coun- 
try onthe ground. 

"We were hoping that S&P will come but 
unfortunately, because of the SARS concern, 
they postponed or cancelled the visit. I think 
their view of the economy might have been 
different had they been able to come here be- 
cause they would have seen what is happen- 
ing on the ground particularly on what the 
BIR and the BOC (Bureau of Customs) are do- 
ing,” Camacho told reporters. 

In the next few months, however, S&P's ob- 
servation would weaken amid positive macroe- 
conomic and fiscal developments, he said. 

"jt is unfortunate that the recent revision of 
S&P's rating on the Philippines did not consider 
recent developments, particularly in the improv- 
ing revenue collections that have been the linch- 
pin of the governments macroeconomic pro- 
gram and in light of the positive developments 
‘with the passing of the Iraq crisis,” he said. 

Despite the downgrade, he said he was 
pleased with the pace of reforms to increase 
tax collection efficiency particularly under- 
taken by the BIR and the BOC. 


Ii 


On April 14, Apostol said, 
PNOC-EDC had secured a P14, 
billion financing facility from the; 
Development Bank of the Philip 
pines for the project. The loan will 
mature in 15 years with an 8-per4 
cent interest for the first 10 years 
and 11 percent for the remaining 
fiveyears, Apostol explained. 

He said the fund would also cov 
er the cost of developing the site as: 
‘well as the installation of transmis” 
sion lines to connect the new pow- 
er plant to the main power grid. 


Japan, France, Italy and Germany 
aswell as Australia. 

He added that a power plant 
usually took four years to built, 
but said this could be shortened 
to two years for the new Palin- 
pinon plant. 

"We expect Palinpinon Ш to be 
operational by 2005,” Apostol said. 

PNOC-EDC's Palinpinon 
geothermal field currently hosts 
the National Power Corp.’s 192. 
megawatt power complex, which 
was commissioned in 1983. 


Yasay told to respect independence of court 


NAIA IPT 3 general manager 
Guillermo G. Cunanan yesterday 
criticized the MIA-Naia Associa- 
tion of Service Operators and its 
chair Perfecto R. Yasay Jr, for 
their alleged attempts to influ- 
ence the Supreme Court. 

“He (Yasay) is selectively re- 
hashing misleading information 
submitted last year to the Senate 


ment and the Philippine Interna- Сипалап accused Yasay of at! 
tional Air Terminals Co. to build tempting to influence the 
and operate Terminal 3 of the Ni- Supreme Court to rule against Pi 
noy Aquino International Airport. _atco in these cases. 
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Prulink Bond Fund 1.04853 1.04667 
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109478 1.03304 


UNIONBANK 


OF THE PHILIPPINES 
NOTICE TO ALL STOCKHOLDERS 


April 22, 2003 
For All Stockholders, 3 


Please be informed that the Bangko Sentral n 

IPSP) has approved the fy centavos P030] per share cash divivend 
jeclaration 

of UnionBonk of the Philippines (ОВР) approved by UBP Board on 

January 24, 2003 which cash dividend is payable from the retained 

earnings of the Bank аз of December 31, 1997.! 


Accordingly, Record Date for stockholders entitled to such 
dividends shall be on May 8, 2003. Payment dote will be on 
May 30, 2003. 


For your information. Thank you. 


Very truly yours, 


1598) ATTY. FEB. MACALINO 
Corporate Secretary 
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you won't be 
50-50 on 
buying a BMW. 


Get a brand new BMW with an initial 50% downpayment and pay the remaining 50% 
after 12 months with no interest and no amortization. You also have the option to 
refinance the balance through our Flex Finance program. Why not сай toll free 
1-800-10-BMW-CARS or 892 8127 to 29 or text (0917)892 8127 to schedule а 
visit and а demo drive today? From Prestige Cars Makati. Everything BMW. 


Prestige Cars Makati, Inc. 2324 Pasong Tamo Extension, Makati Сау * Tol Free 1-800-10-EMW-CARS 
та (02) 892 8127 to 29 + Fax (02) 8167325 « Showroom hours: Bam to 7pm, Monday-Sunday. 


This announcement appears as a matter оў! nod only 
w i STANDARD INSURANCE CO., INC. 
The Insurance Standard 


CORPORATE FLEET INSURANCE 
From the country's LARGEST Motor Car Insurer 


PREMIUM RATING: VERY COMPETITIVE 


NATIONWIDE CLAIMS SERVICING: MOST EFFICIENT 


17,582 
P 521,971,575 

P 9,095,068 

41 

n6 

Up to 12 years of age 


Number of Claims Settled for the year 2002: 

Claims Paid for the year 2002: 

Claims Payable as of 31 Dec. 20 

Widest Full-Service Branches 

Most Extensive Car-Dealer Tie-ups 

Casa Repair Service to damaged vehicles 

Presence of Technical Personnel In-charge of 

Repair Valuation (Engineers and Auto Mechanics) 

Off-office Hours Assistance by Branch Heads and Adjusters 


98 
Over 100 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT: 
THE MOST COMPUTERIZED IN THE INDUSTRY 
(With the Most Advanced Insurance Software) 


MAJOR CLIENTS: 
SAN MIGUEL CORPORATION COCA-COLA BOTTLERS CO., INC. 
LA TONDENA DISTILLERIES, INC. PUREFOODS CORPORATION 
COSMOS BOTTLERS, INC. METRO BOTTLERS, INC. 
SMART COMMUNICATIONS, INC. CAL ENERGY INTERNATIONAL INC. 


ADD-ONS: 
Free Personal Accident Coverage 
Free Anti-theft Car Lock (Metro Manila) 
Free 24-Hour Towing Service (Metro Manila) 


QUALITY MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS: 150 9002 CERTIFIED 


STANDARD INSURANCE PAID-UP CAPITAL: 
500,000,000 


STANDARD INSURANCE BRANCHES IN nonius LUZON: BAGUIO, PANGASPAN, LAOAG. LA UNION. TARLAC. CAGAYAN VAL 


TUURUAKAY, SANT Aud. CENTRA 


LUN CABANATUAN, MALLS, OLONGAPO, PAMPANGA, METRO NANILALCALOOCAN HLAD OH ICE MAKATI. 


DANCAS AYALA WEST AVENUE. SOUTIILNN LUZON AVT, OA TANGAS, LUCIAA, PALAWAN, SAN PADLO LAGUNA. BICOL REGION: LEGASPL NAGA, 
ASIEN VISAYAS CEBU. ORMOC. DUMAUUL TI WiSTIANVISAYASRLGION ILOILO АСО 00 ROXAS, КАЦВО, ANTIUUL, МОК ТИК MINDANAO REGION 


TUTUAN, CACA YAN DE ORO, ПОА, SURIGAO, SOUTHER MINDANAO REGION DAVAO. GENERAL SANTOS, ACADIAN, TAGUM, ZAMBOANGA 


та Nos Head Office (02100-7777 Corporate Marketing Unit (GENOT 
Website: htp/www.standard-insurance.com Email: corporatemarketinga standard-insurance.com 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


THE GOVERNMENT has approved 
the implementation of P12.5 billion 
worth of projects in war-torn Min- 
danao. 

The National Economic and De- 
velopment Authority said the 
World Bank, Japan Bank for Inter- 
national Cooperation and other bi- 
lateral agencies have committed to 
bankroll some 13 projects aimed at 
boosting economic activity in the 
region. 

These projects include the sec- 
ond phase of the Mindanao Con- 
tainer Terminal Project ($64.55 
million), road projects in Basilan, 
Cotobato and Lake Lanao ($52.24 
million and the ARMM Social 
Fund for Peace and Development 
($44.6 million) 

Mindanao's economie develop- 
ment has lagged behind other re- 
gions due to frequent clashes be- 
tween the military and Muslim 
rebels that have driven away for- 
eign and local investments. 

The Investment Coordination 
Committee has approved the pro- 
jects after government representa- 


tives and the donors agreed on a 
blueprint to develop Mindanao. 

‘Augusto Santos, deputy director 
general for regional development, 
said the strategy was to invest in so- 
cial development and peace build- 
ing programs alongside infrastruc- 
ture projects. 

The ambitious goals include the 
resumption of peace talks between 
the government and the Moro Is- 
lamic Liberation Front, moderniza- 
tion of the agriculture and the fish- 
eries sector, development of Min- 
danao as a gateway to East Asean 
Growth Area and development of 
Davao as a tourism hub. 

The other projects under the pr 
gram include: Emergency Assis- 
tance for Returnees from Sabah 
($400,000); Rural Development Pi- 
lot Project for Muslim Mindanao 
Peace Promotion ($6.5 million); 
Environmental Protection in Sup- 
port to Sustainable Livelihood 
Component in Lake Lanao 
($74,000); Upgrading of Medical 
Equipment for Government Hospi- 
tals ($16.14 million); Philippine 
Ports Development Project ($13.04 
million); Central Mindanao Road 
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Gov't OKs 13 Mindanao projects worth P12.5B 


Project ($26.79 million); Agrarian 
Reform Community Support Pro- 
ject ($22.4 million) and Poverty Al- 
leviation and Conflict Management 
in Conflict Areas ($500,000). 

Santos added that part of the 
funds would also go to agriculture 
support facilities such as irrigation 
networks to harness Mindanao's 
vast potential as a food basket. 

Major irrigation projects include 
the Malitubog-Maridagao (Mal- 
mar) project, Lower Agusan Devel- 
opment Project and the Southern 
Philippines Irrigation Sector Pro- 
ject (SPISP). 

Santos added that the govern- 
ment has assured the donors of its 
commitment to push these projects 
ahead. 

"While we may be experiencing 
some setbacks in the peace process, 
government is determined to exert. 
all efforts to put back on track the 
gains that we have so far achieved," 
Santos said. 

“I believe that our efforts toward 
this end will have far reaching ef- 
fects not only for the people of Min- 
danao, but for other regions as 
well,"headded. —- 


Swine industry needs help 


By Ernesto М. Ordoñez 


THE COUNTRY'S largest swine indus- 
try organization, the National Federa- 
tion of Hog Farmers Inc. (NFHFI) 
headed by Nemesio Co and Albert 
Lim, is holding its annual convention 
today in Cebu, Why does this matter 
to us? Because swine is critical to our 
economy. And if we are not vigilant, 
we can be in deep 
trouble once more. 

The swine in- 
dustry produces P86.7 billion 
worth of products annually. It di- 
rectly employs 748,000 workers, 
with 3.8 million dependent family 
members. Another 3.5 million 
workers and their families rely in- 
directly on it. These include:corn 
farmers, copra producers, feed 
millers, and related haulers and 
distributors. 

In 2002, the industry contribut- 
ed 14.0 percent to total agricultur- 
al ourput. This was lower than 
palay's contribution of 18.8 per- 
cent but higher than that of chick- 
en's 10.8 percent, corn's 4.6 per- 
cent, eggs’ 2.7 percent and cattle's 
2.3 percent. 

Last year, the swine industry had 
its most difficult period in decades 
Farm gate prices usually decrease 
from its annual peak by only P5 to 
PIO per kilo. їп 2002, prices 
dropped by as much as P20. This re- 
sulted in business closures, lost jobs 
and severe financial dislocations. 

At its lowest, farm gate prices 
ranged from P52 to P57, far below 
the industry's peak price of P76 the 
previous year. Unfortunately, the 
bulk of this problem was borne by 
the small backyard raisers, who 
constitute 76 percent of the indus- 
try. These troubles are ariributed 
to two main factors: unabated 
smuggling and the massive illegal 
entry of Indian "carabeef" into the 
wet markets. 


Smuggling 

Gen. Hermogenes Esperon, 
head of the Anti Smuggling Task 
Force created in December 2002, 
implemented a proposal for the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) 
Quarantine Personnel to inspect 
all imported agriculture produets 
prior to release. In Metro Manila, 
all container reefer vans are now 
opened for inspections that are 
witnessed by representatives from 
the Bureau of Customs, the DA, 
Presidential Security Guard, and 
the farmers/fisherfolk groups. Ac- 
cording to General Esperon, at the 
start of this implementation, 40 
out of 100 vans contained smug- 
gled goods. 

This violation rate was reduced 
quickly, aided by new measures 
implemented by Customs Commis- 
sioner Antonio Bernardo with the 
support of Agriculture Secretary 
Luis Lorenzo, These measures in- 
clude а  no-redemption/no-auc- 
tion policy and the filing of crimi- 
nal charges against alleged smug- 
glers. 

From Jan. 1 to Feb. 9 this year, 
the initíal 40 percent violation rate 
dropped to 16 percent, when 106 
out of 659 inspected vans were 
caught smuggling, This improved 
further to a 0.4-percent violation 
rate in the period Feb. 10-March 
28 when only seven out of 1,628 
Inspected vans were apprehended 


COMMENTARY 


Today, farm gate hog prices are 
nearing their normal levels. How- 
ever, some of the smuggled goods 
found their way to ports outside 
Metro Manila, where the 100-per- 
cent inspection procedure has yet 
to be implemented. Despite an is- 
sued order on this, authorized 
NFHFI representatives in Batan- 
gas, Cebu, Iloilo, Cagayan de Oro 
and General Santos 
report that they 
have not seen its 
implementation, Bernardo may 
take action on this at the conven- 
tion to further improve the very 
commendable work he has already 
done in curbing smuggling. 


Indian ‘carabeef’ 

The entry of Indian “carabeef” i 
to the local market also caused 
culties. Priced at P85 to P90 per ki- 
lo, it is cheaper compared to pork 
which is sold at P110 per kilo. 

The DA has a memorandum or- 
der prohibiting the sale of Indian 
"carabeef" in the wet markets 
mainly because India has one of 
the largest Foot and Mouth Dis- 
ease (FMD) outbreaks in the world 
as reported by the Office Interna- 
tionale des Épizoties (OIE). Be- 
cause of this, the United States, 
Japan and other European coun- 
tries do not allow "carabeef" im- 
portation. The Philippines, 
however, allows the impor- 
tation of "carabeef" only by 
processing plants with 
FMD-related safety mea- 
sures. The control comes 
from the issuance of import 
permits for limited vol- 
umes by the DA to the pro- 
cessing plants. When the 
volume allowed exceeds 
the plant requirement, the 
excess goes to the wet mar- 
kets. 

From January to April in 

2002, 18.5 million kilos of 
"carabeef" were imported. 
This is 61 percent more 
than the 11.4 million kilos 
imported during the same 
period in 2000. Рог every 
million kilos that go to the 
wet market, 20,500 hogs 
are displaced from local 
production. Assuming a 5- 
percent increase in the 
yearly demand of the pro- 
cessing plants and the usu- 
al six hogs raised per back- 
yard raiser, last year’s vol- 
‘ume of "carabeef" importa- 
tion means about 20,000 
farmers were displaced 
during the period. 

The Department of Trade 
and Industry (DTI) has 
long been providing plant 
requirement information 
to the private sector for in- 
dustries such as cement 
and garments. At the con- 
vention today, hog raisers 
will restate their request 
for similar information 
from the DA as a necessary 
safety measure for their In- 
dustry. A prolonged with- 
holding of this vital infor- 
mation may result in the 
Alyansa Agrikultura, а 
coalition of one million 
farmers and fisherfolk, 
supporting a food supply 
boyeort that the МРНЕТ 


may lead. 

Another matter to be resolved at 
the convention is the designation of 
one or more full -time personnel 
from the industry to report illegal 
"carabeef" sales in specific wet mar- 
kets. They can work with the DA of- 
ficials, instead of totally relying on 
them, for the enforcement of the 
law in these markets. This is the 
same system the Cordillera veg- 
etable growers used with great suc- 
cess in preventing smuggled vegeta- 
bles from entering the wet markets. 


Conclusion 

Some conventions can be all talk 
and no action. It is hoped that the 
NFHFI convention that starts to- 
day will result in action that will 
avoid the pitfalls that the industry 
suffered last year. With the defen- 
sive position in place, the hog rais- 
ers, government personnel and 
consumers can implement more 
proactive measures to help this in- 
dustry grow, thus benefiting the 
4.4 million direct and indirect 
workers depending on it. 

(The author is chair of Agriwatch, 
a private sector initiative and former 
undersecretary of the Departments of 
Agriculture and Trade and Industry. 
For inquiries or suggestions, e-mail 
agriwatchphil@yahoo.com or telefax 
02-8516635.) 


[В| 


TUNGSTEN |т 


FREE Ph 


Connectivity Kit Essential Kt 


Ingenious 
fain 0550 « 


AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR MICROWAREHOUSE, INC. 
атты Denis 
Ea Li 


Ee 


e 


Tecum 


cte Pado Pobre be 


Exponsion Cards: 2M Card SAMS Cord Plus 12048 Cod Plas + Bockup Cord Travel Card WW 
les » Games Cord Rayman * Games Cart: PopCap 

Canes Sim LoathorGava баре Case Hora Case. 
ters USD Rochargng HotSymoCabio “Ura Tin Keyboard Tungstar Ar roel Kt« Modem 


design High resoliton colar display 8202)» Bultin Bluetooth oie racoer 
fa fi Poner: Dou guten 


“Terma and conditons apply. Seo promotor fea fr deta 


pansion 


Jeet optine AX Compan Colombia Comte Cante Campi Mating 
eraser Es 


gi Tah tance Cot Бедил» Dave da Ge BDA ae i 


CB2PYLANDIA 


OFFICE SYSTEMS CORPORATION 


Your Partner in Inst. 


‘ant Printing! 


With the widest network of branches to serve you, 


METRO MANILA 


Ang оз 


COPYLANDIA CORPORATE CENTER 
718 Bumatay Streot 


(near Спу ней) Mandaluyong Слу Naga 


Los Baños 


LUZON 
(048) 322-1707 
(0917) 845-0652 
(075) 515-3308 
(043) 787-0235 
(049) 636-5458 
(064) 473-4938 


VISAYAS 
Bacolod (034) 438-0193 
Cabu (032) 232-4520 
Dumaguete (035) 226-4760 
olo (033) 320-7488 
Tadoban _ (063) 321-7011 
Tegbtaran (038) 411-2306 


MINDANAO 
Butuan (085) 342-5321 
Cagayan De Oro (088) 857-4272 
Davao (082) 224-0793 
Han, (083) 221-3713 
Zamboanga (082) 991-2448 


FRIDAY, APRIL 25, 2003 


HK SHARES LOWEST IN MORE THAN 4 YRS 


SARS hits Asian shares, but US results lift Tokyo 


SINGAPORE--Worries about the falling 1-1 percent to8,424.33. virus in Taiwan and China um- in steel giant POSCO on соп. the US is recovering better than have been drawing investors 
SARS virus hit most Asian stock “И the market falls below nerved investors cems about fallin and expected, and not just for the away from the US currency in 
markets on Thursday, sending 8,400 points then that si г from China, the world’s biggest first quarter, but from the sec- recent days. 
Hong Kong shares to their lowest total loss of confidence; a h eel market. ond quarter on as well,” said Вие dollar's attempts at ris- 
levels in more than four years and Chan, investment strategist at VC Only Tokyo shares showed sig- Muneyuki Tsuji, fund manager ing met tough resistance and in 
wiping four percent off Taiwan СЕР Brokerage. ies ov 8 at Japan Investment Trust Man- afternoon Tokyo trade it dropped 
stocks. International 9 m telo AT&T agement. ` to 119.80 yen from its New York 
But encouraging results from agency Fitch Ratings low Corp and other US firms boosted Australian shares were little close of 120.40. 
big US companies helped Tokyo outlook on Hong Kong: Japanese exporters such as changed. The Japanese hunt for higher 
shares advance. The euro hit a and local currency ratings to neg- 1 Canon Inc. ahead of a key eam- Results and promising fore- yields pushed the euro to a new 
four-year high against the yen ative from stable because of the ‘centre of the virus, ings announcement from Sony casts from AT&T and web auc- four-year high against the yen at 
and the dollar held stead: ‘economic impact of SARS. nvestors began to flee the Corp. oneer eBay Inc pushed up New 132.23. The euro also gained 
Cathay Pacific Airways Ltd was The World Bank cut its forecast 2 ‘After the market closed, Sony York's broad Standard & Poor's against the dollar, trading near 
among the worst-hit Hong Kong à anghai's B share index fell reported results that fell far short 500 index by 0.84 percent оп $1.1025 in late Tokyo sales. 
dropping 45 percentafter cent from 5.5 percent, citing 19 percent, taking its loss this- oftargetsas worries over the Iraq Wednesday The narrow Dow Ой steadied ahead of an 
it said it may cut its dividend next SARS, the Iraq war and other ex- week to 6.6 percent аг and other dampers on de- Jones Industrial Average was OPEC producers meeting on 
тюш as the SARS outbreak тау. ternal shocks. But it said thead- Similar worries hit Singapore mand offset the performance of 0.36 percent higher. ‘Thursday after falling $1.34 рег 
aged its business. verse effects of the deadly viru ich lost 1.7 percent. hot games and film: The dollar was initially sup- barrel in New York. U.S. light 
* The benchmark Hang Seng In- should be relatively short The Seoul market wiped out The Nikkei average ended 0.8 ported by an interest rate cut in crude for June delivery stood at 
dex of blue-chip stocks reached a Taiwan stocks slid more than early gains and turned 1.6 per. percent higher at 7,854.57. New Zealand, one of the coun- $26.73, up eight cents from its 
hew four-and-ahalfyear low, four percent as the spread of the cent lower, pulled down by falls “The results n ook like tries whose favorable yields New York close. Reuters 


sure of Japa 
nomic activity fell in 
February, underscor- 
ing the fragility of 
the economy at a 
time when 
markets seem to be 
shrinking, and a cen- 
tral bank board 
member warned de- 
flation would not 
end soon. 

The allindustries 


index, seen as a с уф Ь 
proxy for gross do- 0 ft. abovegroun 
mestie product E » 

(GDP), fell 0.8 per- 
cent in February from 
January, the Ministry 
of Economy, Trade 
and Industry said on 
Thursday. 

One of its core 
vomponents, the ter. 
ie sector index, 
mainly covering the 
services industry, al- 
so fell 0.8 percent. 


Bankof Japan Poli- ann c Ji A 
DT 3,000 sq. m. of lush т п 
Kazuo Ueda said he ы x 
did not see Japan LJ 
overcoming deflation 
any time soon, and 
warned that a further 
fall in prices could 
“rigger vicious cycle 
in an already weak 
economy. 
“I do not see the 
(annual) rate of de- 
flation turning to z 
то any time in the + 
near future,” he вай Ж 2 minutes to school 
in a speech to bu ae i = 
ness leaders in Nara, 
‘western Japan. | 
^ Reuters poll of IN 
economists onthe ME 
economie activity i. Mi 
dices last week had ! 
produced median E 
forecasts of 0.6 per- 
ıt declines for both 
ofthem. | 


‘The all-industries 
fell slightly less than 
‘our forecast, but on 
the whole it is clearly | 
а weak figure anc 
suggests that overall 
the economy is strug fil 
ling at this stage 
said Peter Morgan, 
chief economist at 
‘HSBC. 
^ The all-industrie: | 
index is a wide 
ranging gauge in LE 
cluding activity in le e 
industrial produc | 
tion, constructio N ANS 
and services. 
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economic activity h 
been waning sin DOE P E 
late last year. Reuters 
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Greenspan agrees to stay on as US Fed chief 


WASHINGTON—US Federal Re- White House after Greenspan + at the Fed. The hardworking Since then, Greenspan has won ferent from his father, former 
serve Chairman Alan Greenspan questioned the economic need for Greenspan, recuperating after а compliments for safely navigating President George Bush, who 
agreed on Wednesday to accept Bush's proposed $726 billion tax- successful surgery is expected tobe Ње tumult that followed the Sept. blamed the Fed chairman in part 
fifth term as head of the world’s cut package had prompted some * back at his desk later in the we 11, 2001 attacks and reacting for his 1992 election defeat, say- 
mightiest central bank, putting economists to wonder whether he He will go to Capitol Hill next quickly to the economy's recent ing the Fed was too slow in cut- 
him on course to become the would remain for long at the helm Wednesday to testify on mone- woes, although the recovery has ting interest rates. 
longest-serving Fed chief ever. of the central bank. * tary policy before the House of yet to gain real strength. Lyle Gramley, a former Fed of 
The 77-year-old Greenspan That question was answered Representatives Financial Ser- ^ His current four-year stretch as cial and senior economic advisor 
clarified his plans a day after Pres- on Tuesday when Bush declared vices Committee. Fed chief ends in June 2004, but with Schwab Washington Re- 
ident George W. Bush publ his support for Greenspan, fuel- The past two years have been h nasa Fed governor runs out search Group, said the early en- 
backed his reappointment, ending ing an earnings-led rally in US dramatic for the Fed, which un- in 2006. While the governorship is dorsement from Bush was a sur- 
any speculation about his future. stock markets. der Greenspan has cut rates a not renewable, he could stay at the prise. “(Greenspan is) enormously 
Ti President Bush nominates — "Any change in the status … at dozen times to help the economy central bank beyond that if no one respected in financial markets," 
me, and the Senate confirms his the Fed would increase uncer- ` recover from the 2001 slump and is named to replace him. he said. “I would not have antici- 
choice, I would have every inten- tainty regarding monetary policy, itsaftermath. Should he serve through Мау pated it being done this early" 
tion of serving,” Greenspan, whois atleast initially. But the Fed chief is used to the 2006, when he will be 80, he — Greenspan is recover ig froma 
recovering at home from prostate Uncertainty is always unwel- eye of the economic storm. would top the nearly second prostate operation, and 
surgery said in a brief statement. соте said Joe Francomano, vice Two months after he tookthejob record set by William спота though the Fed has said he does 
“The president and 1 have not president of foreign exchange at GREENSPAN in 1987, stock markets crashed, Martin, whose term end not have cancer, his age means 
discussed this but I greatly appreci- Erste Bank in New York. the economic management of the forcing him to pour liquidity into 1970. his health could become a factor. 
ate his confidence. I have been Bush, who faces re-election in country lies in new hands after the financial . He achieved Greenspan took the chairman's Some analysts suggested the 
privileged to be appointed by five 2004, may also have been trying the president replaced his key nearly godlike status during the post in August 1987. Bush administration would be 
presidents to various positions.” A to avoid uncertainty by avowing economic advisors last year. boom of the late 1990s butwas crit- п throwing his weight behind wise to at least consider possible 


Tift between the Fed chief and the his support for Greenspan s ‘Meanwhile, its business as usual icized for letting it get out of hand. Greenspan, Bush chose a path dif- successors. Reuters 


Asian IT 
sector 

ne 7 to grow 
ae EE = f си m ic in 2003 


SINGAPORE—The. 
Asian ^ information 
technology market is 
forecast to grow 7.6 
percent to $77 billion. 
in 2003, but this fig- 
ure could shrink fur- 
ther due to poor de- 
mand from the SARS 
Outbreak, a research 
firm said on Thursday 
The Asia Pacific 
ex Japan IT market is 
expected to rebound 
strongly by 11.7 p 
cent to $86 billion in 
2004 after tepid 
growth this year. 
‘The market rose 2.6 
percent to $72 million. 
in 2002, said Interna- 
tional "Data Сор 
(IDC) Asia Pacific. 
"The SARS out 
break is expected to 
cut Asia Pacific IT 
growth rates by one to 
two percentage 
points,” IDC managing 
director Piyush Singh 
said, “The SARS out- 
breakin the region has 
eroded hopes of rapid 
economic revival and 
the IT market outlook 
for the region rer 
mired in uncertainty" 
IT spending in 
ina and India are 
expected to drive 
the markets re 
bound in 2004, he 
added. Reuters 


Sony 
sees 
profit 
slide 


‘TOKYO—Sony Corp, 
the world’s largest 
consumer electronics 
maker, on Thursday 
forecast a fall in prof- 

s for the current 
business year, betray- 
ing analysts’ expecta- 
tions of continued 
growth as consumer 
demand stalled. 

For the current 
business year that 
started on April 1, 
Sony projected a net 
profit of 50 billion 
yen ($415 million), 
less than half the pri- 
or years worse-than- 
expected 115.52 bil 
lion yen and well be- 
low analysts’ consen. 
sus forecasts of 180 
billion yen, accord: 
ing to estimates by 
Reuters. 

Operating profit 
which excludes spe 
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185.44 billion yen re 

sult and analysts’ 340 
billion yen consensus 
torecast Reuters 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


CLASSIFIEDS ... 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


SEC Building, EDSA, Greenhills 


City of Mandaluyong, Metro Manila 


IN THE MATTER OF 


REVOCATION OF CERTIFICATE 
OF REGISTRATION 
х- х 


ORDER 


WHEREAS, all corporations are required to submit annual reports 
such as the General Information Sheet and Financial Statements 
pursuant to Sec. 141 of the Corporation Code of the Philippines; 


‘The Caraballo and Southern Cordillera Agricultural Development 
Programme s an integrated development project of the Department 
of Agricuiture jointly funded by the Government of the 


Invitation for Expression of Interest 
Local Technical Assistant/Specialist 


In Agricultural Technology Development and Promotion 


In the scope of the Agricultural Production Systems Development Component, 
CASCADE is currently seeking one Local Technical Assistant (LTA) or Specialist 
in the field of Technology Development and Promotion. CASCADE is currently 
operating in the uplands of Nueva Vizcaya, Benguet and Nueva Ecija. 

Applications are invited from qualified agriculturist with at least ten years 
experience in planning, development, extension, agricultural research, alliance 
building and networking with Local Government Units (LGUs). They should be 
physically fit and capable of working in the field/remote areas. 

Expressions of interest together with full CVs and other pertinent documents 


WHEREAS, the records of the Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) show that there are many corporations who failed to submit the 
abovementioned reports for the last six (6) consecutive years, i.e. for 


period 1997-2002; 


WHEREFORE, NOTICE is hereby given that those corporations 


registered from 1936 to 1966 who failed to submit the said reports 
are directed to appear within thirty (30) days from the date of publication 
of this Order before the Law and Regulation Division, Company 
Registration and Monitoring Department of this Commission at the 3rd 
Floor, SEC Building, EDSA, Mandaluyong City during office hours and 
show cause why their Certificates of Registration should not be revoked. 


After the lapse of the said thirty (30) day period and the said delinquent 
corporations have not updated their files, as well as, settled the 
corresponding fine or penalty, their Certificate of Registration shall be 


deemed revoked. 


Let this Order be published once in a newspaper of general circulation. 


SO ORDERED. 
Mandaluyong City. April 22, 2003. 


(Sgd.) BENITO A. CATARAN 


Company Registration and Monitoring Department 
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MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. 14 
Series of 2003 


TO ALL LANDBASED LICENSED AGENCIES 


‘SUBJECT : Guidelines on Transfer of Accredtation/Registralion of Foreign 
Placement Agencies (ЕРАЗ) 


Phlilppine 
Overseas 
Empioyment 
Administration 


Pursuant to Sec. 10, Rule |, Part Ill of the 2002 POEA Rules and 
Regulations Governing the Recruitment and Employment of Landbased 
Overseas Workers, the following guidelines shail govern the transfer of 
registration/accreditation of foreign placement agencies: 
1. Coverage 
Foreign Placement Agencies (FPAs) that have valid registration ог 
accreditation with a Philippine Recruitment Agency (PRA) may transfer. 
ther registration or accreditation to another PRA upon submission of 
ha necessary requirements. Those guidelines shall nol apply to FPAS 
whose registration or accreditation has already expired. 
Requirements for transfer of regiatration/accreditation 
1. Revocation by the FPA of the Special Power of Attorney (SPA) 
granted to the former agent. The revocation shall be notarized 
Or certified or authenticated by the Chamber of Commerce or 
Notary Public or other similar offices in the jobsite; 


2. Notice of the FPA to the previous agent of such revocation; 


3. Application of the new agent for the transfer of registration or 
accreditation; 


. Verified SPA issued to the new agent, Manpower request and 
Master Employment Contract Verification shall be done by the. 
Philippine Overseas Labor Office (POLO) nearest the worksite 
prior to registration. 


5, Affidavit of assumption of responsiblity by the transferee agent. 
|. Action on the application for transfer of registration/ 
accreditation 
1. Upon receipt of the application for the transfer of registration or 
accreditation, the Administration shall notify the previous agency 
©! such application, 


. The Administrallon shal act on the request for transfer of registration 
‘or accreditation within twenty-four (24) hours upon submission ol ail 
requirements by the now transferee agency, provided there are no 
legal impediments or orders prohibling such actin. 


$. Moreover, In accordance with Section 11 ofthe same Rule, claims 
for money or enforcement of obligations arising out of business 
relations between the FPA and the former agent may be 
concliated by the Administration. However, the pendency of the 
Goncilation shall nol prevent the Administration from acting on the 
request for registration or accreditation If public Interest во 
requires and the applicant meets all the requirements for 
registration or accreditation. If no compromise or amicable 
веШетеп Is reached during the conciliation proceedings, the 
partes are free о ventilato their claims before the proper lorum. 


i. All actions on the applications for transfer shall be without 
[гёшасе!о any воют, administrative or онаи ha may be 
Insttuted by the former agent against the principal (FPA). 


“The above requirements and procedures shall kewise apply to transter 
ol registration or acerediation of direct principals andor employers, 


Ali lssuances Inconsistent herewith, Including those Issued for 
special markets, are hereby repealed or modified accordingly. 


This Circular shall take effect өөп (15) days after publication, 
For strict compliance, 


(804) ROSALINDA DIMAPILIS-BALDOZ 
‘Administrator 
14 Apri 2008 
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your 
career 

off 

the 
ground. 


Director 


in support of the application for the above mentioned areas of specialization should 
be submitted no later than May 9, 2003. Only qualified candidates will receive an 
acknowledgement and be given the full Terms of Reference (TOR). 

All correspondence should be addressed to the following: 


The Project Co-Directors 

DA-CASCADE 

Bonfal West, 3700 Bayombong, Nueva Vizcaya 
Tel. No. (078)321-2605 & 321-4128 

Telefax No. (078)805-3611 

E-mail: cascade_erp@yahoo.co.uk 


к 


Repubika ng Pipinas 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE AND DEVELOPMENT 

"Bison Pambansa Complex, Coneulon da, Quezon Ciy 
Telephone No. 31-0101 10 07 


REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
Consultancy Services for System and 
Software Development for KALAHI-CIDSS MIS 

The Government of the Philippines received a loan trom the international Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development toward the cost of Kapil-Bisig Laban sa 
Kahirapan - Comprehensive and Integrated Delivery of Social Services Project 
(KALAHI-CIOSS), and intends to apply рап of no proceeds of this lean to payment 
for consultanfs services. 

The Department of Social Welfare and Development Is currently 
Implementing KALAHL-CIDSS that alm fo reduce poverty in Regions CAR, IV, V. 
VI Vit, УШ, IX, X, XI, XII and CARAGA, DSWD is in need of а consultancy frm. 
which shall provide services on system and sofware development for КАГАН! 
Cioss wis. 

“The Service is expected to start in July 2003. Al interested service providers 
are invited to submit hei later ol Interest at the address gwen below. Song 
preference wil be given to the service provider that has completed consulting 
Services ol size, complexity and technical specialty comparable tothe Job under 
consideration. 

“The consultante wil be selected n accordance wth the Procurement Guidelines 
set out bythe World Bank's Guidelines: Selection and Employment of Consultants 
by World Bank borrowers, dated January 1997, September 1997, July 1998. 
Novembar 1898 and May 2002. 

For further information, interested partes may inquire al the address given 
below from 8:00 a.m. 10 5:00 p.m. from Mondays to Fridays, excapt holidays, 
Qualification Statement Forms (OSF) shall be issued staring May 5, 2003. Duly 
accomplished Qualficaton Statement Forms together with brochures, description 
Of similar assignment experience in simlar conditons, and availabilty of appropriate 
Эше among statt must бе submited beloro May 20, 2003. 


(502) RHODA Е YAP 
Assistant Secretary and Chairperson. 
Bids and Awards Сотов 
E 25 t aya юа 
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ri Apf 11 28,2000) Chairman, Bids end Awards Committee. 


Thailand Campus 


Learn the principles of quality Jewelry Design 
from the world’s #1 gemological institute 
Jewelry Design Class 


Step-by-step, develop skills needed to create 
and illustrate designs for a variety of jewelry 
in fullcolor and fine detail 


NO artistic training or experience required 
Jewelry Design Class starts June 16, 2003 
GIA Thailand Since 1993 


Tel: (662) 237-9575 / 77 Fax: (662) 236-9829 
giathai@ksc15.th,com www.giathailand.com 
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Mommy Tees, 


V If there was a day for 

| everything you have given 

( me ae a mother, it would 
be Mother's day everyday. 
| love you very much! 


Chrie 


‘of this offer and this will surely be one of the BEST gifts your mom will ever receive and 
you may visit or call any Inquirer branch. 
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28 and 29, 2009 620-820 p. 
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Developing 
the Global Pinoy 


i Santamaria, 


A special People at Work Live! Seminar Series 
in celebration of CAREER SYSTEMS, INC.’s 20th anniversary presented by 


OPTIMUS 


‘Managing for Optimum Results, 


ine 


FOR MORE IFO OR TO REGISTER, call OPTIMUS MANAGERS & ADVISORS, INC. at зз 
Or contac any of he folowing диел Classic Ads branches: Man- Pasong Tamo, Mekal Ci 


Макай City 81 1-4961/811-4370/811-4012; St. Anthony's Bldg. Aurora Blvd, Quezon Ону 421-1 20081-0348 SM Mogaral Mandalayord Sy 88802107 
(687-2008; GIF Tony Bldg, 626 Т.М. Kalaw Gt. Mania §27 3942/628-0185/527-6357 


Brought to you by companies who care for people at work: 
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ING DIGITAL WORKFLOW IN IMAGING, 


FRIDAY, 
APRIL 25, 2003 ..... 


INTING, AND ANIMATION 


2 8th Graphic Expo 2003 


A Technology Exposition & Seminar Series on Digital 
Imaging, Prepress, Print & Web Publishing 


> рете 
Ў 2nd Multimedia & Animation Show 


Philippine Trade Training Center 
Roxas Boulevard, Pasay City, Philippines 


June 04-07, 2003 


SEMINAR TOPICS & SCHEDULE 
EXHIBIT PROFILE 


© digi photography 
© large format printing 
о quick printing 


June 04, 2003 
© Photoshop Tips and Ticks 
Scanning Techniques and Color 
Management 
© Design Essentials for Desktop 


June 06, 2003 

© Inside Freeland MX 

© Designing a Dynamic Logo Sytem 

© Creating Explosive Web Graphics 
with Fireworks 

© Energizing Fash MX Projects with 
Acion Script 

© Flash for Corporate Presentation 

© Fish Cartooning 


Publishing 

© Howto Survive the Fonts Jungle: 
Basic of Typography 

© Audio-Visual Presentation from 
Script to Sereen: An Overview 

© Producing VCDs and DVDs with 
Premiere 65 


© web graphics &e video 
© 3D & special effects 
© iMusic &e Movies 
© gaming & entertainment 
June 07, 2003 
June 05, 2003 © Integrating str & Photoshop 
© Advanced Photoshop Techniques Designing Type with Ilustrator 
Professional Retouching Techniques © Wats New with Cord Draw 11 
ANNUAL COMPETITIONS о 3D sudo Max е ао 


© Web Animation Essentials, Tools, 
© Combustion with Cleaner 3 
шр к E арр Orta and Techniques 
M REA We) О au EO The Making of Web Videos 
EREA) © Composting, Color Cancion К ng 


Te Dial Imaging Genet Special Effects with Final Cut Pro 3 
© The Animation Competition 
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__ OBITUARIES ` 


ATTY. ROSARIO R 
DE JESUS ALANO 


Class 39 UP COLLEGE OF LAW 
April 20, 1916 - April 23, 2003 


An obituary 
with a picture 
can be a fitting 
tribute to 

your departed 
loved one. 


Her bereaved family, relatives and friends request the 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at St. Martin Chapel in Sto. 
Domingo Church, Quezon Boulevard, Quezon City. 


Interment will be at the Manila Memorial Park on Saturday, 
April 26, 2003 after the 10:00 a.m. Mass at St. Martin 
Chapel in Sto. Domingo Church. 


EMILIA BARSANA AGUDO 


Peacefully joined the Lord on Apri 23, 2003 at the age of 91. 


A loving sister to Gaspar (+) and Sabina A. Suguitan (+), Carlos 
and Hortensia A. Sobreviñas, Oscar (+) and Luz A. Ramos (+), 
Nicanor B. Agudo (+) and Teresita В. Agudo (+) 


Always caring... 


INQUIRER 
OBITUARIES 


А caring aunt to her nephews and nieces and a thoughtful grandaunt 
1o her grandchildren and great grandchildren. 


Please join us in prayer for the eternal repose of her soul. 


WE ACCEPT 
CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank 

payments 


Her remains lie in state at the St. Alphonsus de Liguori Chapel. 
Magallanes Village, Makati. Funeral Mass will be celebrated on 
Saturday, April 26 at 9:00 a.m. at the St. Alphonsus de Liguori Chapel 


Cremation wil immediately flow he Manila Memorial- AMI, 
eU 


Park, Sucat, Parafiaque. 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 


© Copy of Death Certificate 
© Any identification document (LD.) 


Mario B, Ta 


* DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT #Ж мыд rite] 

+ MESSAGE OF THANKS His remains he in su м б Aion Mel Chapels, О, Atsma Ares 
* DEATH ANNIVERSARY • о 
REQUIEMS • 


Inerment will be on Ара! 27,2003 at South Cemetery after the 200 p.m. Mass 


"Let the words of my mouth meet your Favor, keep thé thoughts of 


my heart before you, Lord, my rock, my redeemer,..” paum 21:15 


Peacefully joined her Creator 
on April 24, 2003 after receiving the 
Holy Sacrament at the age of 85. 


Her loving brothers and sisters 
Jesus, Lourdes, Antonio (+), Manuela, 
Jose Jr. (1), Elay, Choling, Joaquin and 
Ben; and her brothers-in-law and sisters-in- 
law; and nephews and nieces request the 
pious reader to pray for the eternal repose 
of her soul. 


The Funeral Mass will be celebrated at 
the Crypt of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church 
on Broadway St., New Manila, Quezon City 
at 9:00 a.m., April 26, 2003 after which her 
cremated remains will be taken to Manila 
Memorial Park (Sucat). 
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Batanguefios can always 
call on Globelines 


BATANGUENOS have been known to 
foster strong ties with their families, 
even when their family members are 
far away. With the ongoing conflict in 
Iraq, Globelines is extending help to 
Batanguenos helping them reach 
their families through the phone. 

Globelines, the landline phone ser- 
vice of Globe Telecom, is offering 
Batanguenos free calls to the Middle 
East to give them means to get in 
touch with their family members and 
loved ones who are serving as over- 
seas Filipino workers (OFWs) in the 
Middle East. Globelines' free call pro- 
ject is presented in cooperation with 
Batangas City Mayor Eduardo Di- 
macuha and the city government of 
Batangas. 

In offering its free calls, Globelines 
has allocated two phone lines at a 
Globelines booth located at Plaza 


We 


AN ELECTRONIC signboard in the middle of Batangas City 
(left) announces the Globelines free calling station. Right pic- 
ture shows Batangas City Mayor Eduardo Dimacuha (standing 


Mabini, the quadrangle in front of the 
City Hall. The Globelines free call 
booth was opened to the public April 
in simple ceremonies led by Di- 
macuha and Globe wireline 
voice/centers head Tina Ortiz. 

"This Globelines call center іп 
which we offer free calls to the Mid- 
dle East to families of OFWs gives us 
an opportunity to provide valuable 
help to Batanguenos, especially in a 
time when it is important to hear 
their voice and know what their con- 
dition is," said Ortiz. Batangas is one 
of the service areas of Globelines for 
the landline service, 

Family members of OFWs were able 
to goto the Globelines free call booth to 
place their calls from April 14 to 16. 
Staff members of the city government 
of Batangas and Globelines were at 
hand to help callers with their free calls 


to provide assistance. 

‘The Globelines calling center in 
Batangas was in line with other ef- 
forts of Globe Telecom to provide call- 
ing links to OFWs in the Middle East. 
Globe had also established similar 
free call centers at the Ninoy Aquino 
Stadium in Vito Cruz, Manila, the 
Presidential Action Center office in 
Malacanang, and at the Overseas 
Workers Welfare Administration 
(Owwa) centers nationwide. 

То make а free call at the Globeline 
booth, visitors had to register by pro- 
viding their name and addresses, as 
well as name, country and contact 
number of the family member in the 
Middle East they intend to call. To be 
able to accommodate as many fami- 
lies as possible, free calls to the Mid- 
dle East at the Globelines booth were 
limited to three minutes per call. 


left) and Globe Telecom wireline voice/centers head Tina Ortiz 
(standing right) assisting two Batanguenos calling their loved 
ones in the Middle East. 


A grand tour of the Grand Prix 


YUPPIES who feel the need for a 
speed fix and who have the money 
to burn get their fix through fast 
cars, powerful motorbikes or any 
other contraption that lets them feel 
the fast rush of wind on their faces. 
For those who are fortunate (or un- 
fortunate, depending on the state of 
their wallet) enough to have this 
kind of fix, there is only one word- 
an alphabet and a number, actually- 
that comes to mind when it comes to 
all-out entertainment fit enough for 
a speed junkie: the Formula One. 

With its Checkered Flag Promo, 
GlobeQuest, the Internet and data 
arm of Globe Telecom that provides 
business solutions to corporate cus- 
tomers, recently promoted the F1, 
Like the Р1, the best way to describe. 
GlobeQuests DSL services is 
through speed. Also unbelievably 
fast like the F1 cars, GlobeQuest DSL 
is the unbelievably fast way to con- 
nect to the Internet, leaving other 
forms of Internet connection way 
behind 

Through its Checkered Flag Pro- 
mo, GlobeQuest gave away Ferrari, 
MacLaren-Mercedes and BMW origi- 


* 
Professional Secretaries Week 


nal premium merchandise items, in- 
cluding the Fila Ferrari Sneakers, 
which is a replica of the racing shoes 
Michael Schumacher himself uses 
As the major prize, GlobeQuest of- 
fered an all-expense-paid trip for 
two to the Malaysian Grand Prix in 
Sepang on March 23. The lucky win- 
ner that brought home the prize of 
all prizes was Luen Thai Internation- 
al's Bong Papa. As part of the pack- 
age, Papa was also given some pock- 
et money courtesy of GlobeQuest, 
stayed in Hotel Equatorial and sat 
on the best seats in the track with a 
good view of the pit stop and race- 
track. 

Good seats to the Sepang Track 
went for around $40 and granted 
one entry to the circuit's covered hill 
stand, where one could sit on the 
grass along with the other 121,000 
fans mostly dressed in Red Ferrari 
outfits and brandishing huge Fl 
flags, banners and umbrellas. The 
avid racing fans were composed of a 
lot of Europeans, but the rest of the 
pack were Malaysians who came 
with their families, including kids as 
young asa year old. 


At the trackside, the heat was on, 
literally. It was 39 degrees C. To 
douse the heat, some race watchers 
even started showering in the near- 
by faucets. 

Before the race, the F1 organizers 
arranged for F18 Hornets of the 
Malaysian military to fly for a good 
15 minutes (apparently for the audi- 
ence to get used to the noise). Then 
the safety car finally went around 
for a lap, and off the FI cars roared 
for 66 laps. To get a better view of 
the action, one had to come close to 
the tracks. 

The race finished at 4:30 p.m., 
and every race fan, though exhaust- 
ed, was wearing undeniable expres- 
sions of satisfaction, their fix fully 
satisfied for the year, at least. 

With the Fl experience, one 
would realize the F1 is not just about 
speed, but also about skills, superi- 
ority, workmanship of equipment, 
teamwork, strategy and branding, 

With its fast Internet speeds, ev- 
ery speed junkie need not go to the 
FL in Malaysia to get a dose of their 
speed fix-they can do it whenever 
they want via GlobeQuest DSL. 
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GLOBE PRESENTS 'MTV 2003 MOVIE AWARDS' 


This year's MTV Movie Awards, presented by 
Globe, promises to be just as big, if not bigger 
and definitely more awesome, with the most sen- 
sational live performances, hysterical film spoofs 
and exciting and irreverent spins to the traditional 
movie awards ceremonies. And Filipino movie 
fans can join a slew of cool screenings leading to 
the much-awaited awarding ceremonies on May 
31. Globe will also hold a weekly contest wherein 
‘winners will receive MTV Movie Awards mer- 
chandise and the chance to fly to Los Angeles to 
watch the awards night. Shown are MTV Philip- 


pines and Globe executives after forging their 
partnership, from left, Francis Lumen, managing 
director of MTV Philippines, Nicanor V. Santiago 
Ill, vice president, new products development di- 
vision, Globe Telecom, Ana D. Singson, vice pres- 
ident, corporate marketing/Touch Mobile, Globe 
Telecom, Ревда Gorospe. corporate legal affairs 
officer, Globe Telecom, Bubbles Barretto, consul- 
tant, corporate marketing, Globe Telecom, Aman- 
do S. Reyes, senior manager. corporate market- 
ing, Globe Telecom, and Bong Paderna, business. 
development director, MTV Philippines 


SHOWN at the contract 
signing are, from left 
Aileen Vardeleon, 
Globe senior product 
manager for prepaid, 
Miguel Suterio, Shell 
Select Convenience ro- 
tailing manager, Allan 
Supnet, Globe senior 
marketing manager for 
prepaid, and Archie 
Агсейо, Shell Select 
product category Man- 
ager. 


Q 


‘Summer of Freebies’ at Shell Select 


‘THIS SUMMER, staying cool and connected is 
as easy as Globe eloading at participating 
Shell Select outlets nationwide. Globe Pre- 
paid, in parmership with Shell Select, has 
‘come up with a surefire way to beat the sum- 
mer heat with its latest promo dubbed as, 
Globe eLoad of Summer Freebies. From April 
12 to May 31 you can reload your phone cred- 
its and get cool treats at any of the 43 Shell 
Select outlets nationwide. 

For every purchase of Globe eLoad credits 
worth P250 and P300, Globe Handyphone 
subscribers get a refreshing Nestle Frizzy or a 
Jelly Pops. Or get a Globe eLoad credits val- 
wed at P500 to avail yourself of a thirst 
quenching large Nestea Iced Tea or a satisfy- 
ing Tender Juicy Hotdog Sandwich. 

Suddenly need a SIM pack while on the 
road? Just pop into a Shell Select, buy a Globe 
Hi-Memory SIM pack and you'll be entitled to 
a free Nestle Frizzy ог Jelly Pops. The much- 
coveted Globe Hi-Memory SIM is capable of 
storing 65 text messages and 300 phone book 


entries, making it easier for you to store the 
numbers of all those new friends you make at 
your summer escapades. 

То avail yourself of freebies, just surrender 

your used eLoad transaction slip to the Shell 
Select cashier. For the Globe Hi-Memory SIM 
pack purchase, just present the signed official 
receipt (OR) to the cashier to claim free good- 
ies. 
Globe eLoad, one of the latest innovations 
from Globe Handyphone, offers a more con- 
venient and flexible way to reload your phone 
credits, It also offers more affordable credit 
reloading options, starting at P250, P300, 
P500 to as much as P1,000. 

Enjoy your summer getaway to the fullest 
by making sure you have enough phone cred- 
its to stay connected. Now its just a step away, 
even while driving on the highway with Globe 
and Shell Select. Globe eLoad is available at 
convenience stores like Shell Select, selected 
ATMs and in a growing number of accredited 
retail outlets nationwide. 


BONG Papa and son Parlo after the race: exhaust- 
ed but happy. 


Pilipino (institution), Bayaning Pilipino sa Asya Pasipiko (OPW) and the Bayaning 


has also been invited to address the plenary 
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FERRARI, Jordan and Renault race for F1 glory. 
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THE WORLDWIDE celebration of Professional Secretaries Week is ongoing 
from April 20 to 26. The Philippine Association of Secretaries and Adminis- 
trative Professionals (PAS) is the Philippine organizing body. The following 
is the schedule of events: April 20-Feeding program and children's Easter 
egg hunt in Makati, thanksgiving Mass at the AIM Chapel, and afternoon tea 
at National Sports Gril, Makati City; April 21-Free day; April 22 and 23-Ad- 
ministrative Professional's National Convention 2003 “Passion for Excel 
lence on Global Trends and Innovations", Dusit Hotel Nikko, Makati; April 
24-Secretaries’ Fellowship Night, Hyatt Regency, Manila, 6 p.m.; April 25- 
Executives’ Night, Ballroom, Dusit Hotel Nikko, 7 p.m.; April 26-1st invita- 
tional Golf Tournament, Eagle Ridge Golf and Country Club, Gen. Trias, 
Cavite City, 7 a.m. 


KWF media forum 

AS PART of the government's commitment to promote the Filipino language na- 
tionwide, the Komisyon ng Wikang Filipino (KWF) will conduct a media forum. 
‘around the Philippines, which will kick off on April 25 in San Fernando City, La 
Union. The project will gather all media practitioners around the country with the. 
‘objective of seeking their support to help the government in its campaign to prop- 
agate the Filipino language as a symbol of unity and understanding among Fil- 
ipinos. Aside from media practitioners, the Commission would also seek the sup- 
роп of other government and private agencies to help in the campaign. 


Bayaning Pilipino Awards 2003 

AMIDST the multitude of trials Filipinos face daily, a group of individuals still 
‘stand out as an example that integrity, generosity and social concern still burn in 
the hearts of our countrymen. These individuals will be honored once again on 
April 25 as ABS-CBN Broadcasting stages its Bayaning Pilipino awards 2002- 
2003. The awards recognize individuals, families, and organizations that have 
contributed significantly to tne Improvement of the Ives of other Flipinos. The 
project is a joint effort by ABS-CBN and the Ugat Foundation, and was started In. 
1995 One winner vl be chosen from the e PA peten inn 
individual category) Batu Pari V 


Gurong Pilipino (teacher). 


Easter concert at AILM 


THE SAN Miguel Master Chorale presents a program of sacred works, 
gospel songs and inspirational music in an Easter concert at St. Andrew's 
Chapel, Cathedral Heights, Quezon City tonight at 7 p.m. The SMMC was in- 
vited by the Asian Institute for Liturgy and Music to cap its annual workshop 
for choral conductors and enthusiasts held this year at the AILM Cathedral 
Heights Campus April 21 to 25. The annual activity is focused on raising the 
artistic standards of mixed choirs in the Philippines. Admission to the 
‘SMMC Easter Concert із free. St. Andrew's Chapel is located at the Philip- 
pine Episcopal Church Compound, 275 Е. Rodriguez Sr. Boulevard, Cathe- 
dral Heights, Quezon City. For more information, сай 722-8575 or 722- 
5554. 


Awards for journalists 

LAWYER Ronquillo Tolentino, columnist of Panay News, Butz Maquinto, 
RGMA-DYRU broadcaster, and Roman de la Cruz, publisher of the oldest 
newsweekly in Aklan, lead a group of journalists, both print and broadcast, 
who will be conferred awards of recognition for their achievements in Jour- 
nalism during the celebration of the 47th founding anniversary of the Aklan 
province and the First Community Press Summit today at 7 p.m. at the God- 
ing P. Ramos Park, Aklan Capitol Site, Kalibo, Aklan. Selmar S. Maribojo, 
deputy secretary general of the First Community Press Summit, and veteran 
Journalist Paquito S. Saratiosa, are taking charge of the award ceremonies. 


Lastimoso receives award 

RETIRED General Roberto Lastimoso, former Chief af the Philippine Nation- 

ai Police, will be conferred a special award of merit by the Aklan Press Club 

(APC) and the Publishers Association of the Philippines Inc (Papl) during 

ihe 47th foundation anniversary of Aklan province, in recognition of his dis- 

tinguished service to promote the safety of community journalists and pro- 
erit Leta э ше eaten tetaty ul Ihe OTE 


session of the First Community Press Summit 

April 25 to 27 in Kalibo and Boracay Island. The visit 

of Lastimoso in Aklan will also serve as a reunion of the. 
DOTC official with his friends and classmates during his 
school days in Kalibo. 


Cool night at Chef and Brewer 

CHEF and Brewer Caté and Restaurant celebrates summer with an exciting 
event called “Cool Summer Night" on April 26 at its main outlet in Emerald 
Avenue, Ortigas and on May 3 at its Greenbelt 1, Makati branch. The restau- 
rant will turn its sidewalk into a blaze of summer, as bazaars will be put up to 
sell colorful apparel and accessories, beads and other trinkets. To make the 
night true to its theme, customers аге requested о wear the latest, if not the 
hottest, tropical wear. A special corner will be dedicated to henna tattooing. 
Free trips to well-known resorts will be given away to several customers 
with the best summer wear and the most creative henna tattoo. Time and a 
Half and Acoustic Jive will play In Chef and Brewer Ortigas, while Sabor 
Latina and Q&A heats up the night at the Makati branch. The summer party 
will be covered exclusively by Net 25 and M Zone magazines will be dis- 
tributed to ай customers. 


‘Pop’ orchestra in RP 

STAGEWORKS Production, in cooperation with Nuestra Senora de los Da- 
samparados Catechetical Foundation Inc. brings the first aver "рор" orches- 
tra In the Philippines to Marikina City. Headed by resident conductor Mae- 
stro Eliezer San Felipe, the De La Salle University Pops Orchestra is a 60- 
plece orchestra composed of young, talented musicians trom one ofthe 
‘most prestigious univarsities in the Philippines. Coming from a successful 
concert March 15 showcasing original Pilipino music, the group is sched- 
uled for a repeat. The concert, "PinOy oPuS. The Repeat" ls going to be 
staged at Teatro Marikina on April 26, 7:30 p.m. The show will also feature. 
the young singing group who popularized the song "Sukob Na,” 17:28. For 
teketea tn right nt gnari muse and entertainment. call Cherrv-Lvn Velez at 
VAY ard i esempi at elu 
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Rica Arambulo at The Podium 


THE PODIUMS “In Black and White 
Keys" series continues as pianist and vo- 
calist Rica Arambulo performs at the 
mall tonight at 7 p.m. 

The event, in cooperation with 
Citylite 88.3, will be held at The Podi- 
um's Second Level Activity Center. 

Rica has carved a special niche in the 
pop music industry, and has been 
known for her excellent work as a key- 
boardist, musical director, and an 
award winning composer and arranger. 

‘As a keyboardist arranger, Rica says 
that singing her own songs is one of the 
most powerful means of music expres- 


sion, “and italso happens to be the most 
fulfilling art form ever created,” she en- 
thuses. 

Starting out as a classical piano won- 
der kid excelling in different competi- 
tions, Rica's passion in music began in 
childhood-joining school glee clubs and 
playing different instruments like 
drums, percussion, recorders, and elec- 
tones. In her teens, she played with 
bands like Blue Eyes, Metropolis, In 
Season, and Big Thing. 

A cum laude graduate of the Univer- 
sity of the Philippines (with a Bachelor's 
Degree Major in Piano and Minor in 


Voice), Rica took further studies at the 
Grove School of Music and trained at 
the Suzuki Piano Institutes in Japan 
and in the United States. 

Since then, she has pursued pop music 
full time in concerts, television, and in 
theater. She has also done album record- 
ings as a session musician, arranger, and 
musical director. Some of the highlights 
in Rica's career include her placing third 
in the 1998 Metropop Festival with her 
entry “You Make Me Smile” and 
her collaboration with Louie 
Ocampo and Wilbur Victoria in the 
musical "Baclaran" in 1999. 


Espaíia Tower April relaunch package attractive 


Rica has also done a self-titled album 
under Vivas Vacation Music Label, 
which contains all-original composi- 
tions, mostly ballads in acoustic style 
arrangements. The album, wherein she 
redefines old pop-ballad formulas by 
stripping them down to their barest 
essences, reveals her diverse musical 
influences-classical, rock, R and B, jazz, 
new age, and folk. 

“In Black and White Keys” is hosted 
by Jong Cuenco. 


SEEN Morr MAGECAL) 


REAL estate brokers look forward to brisk sales of re- 
served units at The Espana Tower, a fully developed 
ready-for-occupancy residential and office condominium 
on Espana Boulevard. 

Lynn Maceda, executive vice president and chief oper- 
ating officer of the FF Land Corp., recently presented to 
them an April "Presidents Month" cash sales package, 
which would be made available during an open house re- 
launch at The Espana Tower on April 26 from 9 a.m. to 6 


үт. 

FF Land Corp. is the real estate arm of an international- 
ly noted Philippine construction company. 

Chapter presidents and representatives of the Real Es- 
tate Brokers Association of the Philippines noted the 
"Presidents Month" package to be very attractive, coupled 
with the fact that the 32 story The Espana Tower is now a 
landmark edifice for high-rise development 
on Espana boulevard. 


‘Tomas and the Perpetual Help Nursing College and other 
schools in nearby University Belt. 

‘Amenities include multi-level parking, swimming pool, 
function rooms, gym and commercial units, and a ground 
floor reception lobby. 

The Espana Tower is also built on a foundation of natu- 
ral rock for solid stability. 

Attractive incentives have also been laid out for other 
payment terms. Prices of studio units start at P800,000; 
one-bedroom units at P1.2 million; two-bedroom units 
P2.5 million; and three-bedroom units at P3 million. 
Special units at the Penthouse are also open for sale on 
a first-come, first-served basis. Financing through 
banks are also available. Interested parties can call Eve- 
Туп S. Pena or Nitz P Cerrero at 426-2929, 426-2950 or 
09189422546. 


This, as sales reports have started to pour СЕ И ЖЖЖИ А Ж ЖИН ЛЫ 


into the FF Land office since the packages in- 
troduction two weeks ago. 

The Espana Tower has become a popular 
site of reputable telecoms and engineering of- 
fices. Situated on the block after the Welcome. 
Rotonda, it is right next to the PLDT building 
and close to the United Doctors Medical Cen- 


pum JUNGLEBOOK2 


With its valuable features of 24-hour secu- 
rity, use of natural light and tropical air con- 
vection that enhances ventilation, The Es- 
pana Tower's residential units appeal to par- 
ents of students, particularly medical and 
nursing students at the University of Santo 
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WHAT A GIRL WANTS 
oP Ri3 РІЗ 

1120. 140.350, 
600,810, 1020 740.100 


POWER FLANT 


CHN E.M 


Rockwell Center, Makati City Tel. No: 8981 


ANGERMANAGEMENT | PHONE BOOTH 
RIS R13 

1120, 10,490, 1235230425, 

620,840,100 6208151010 


AMAN APART JOHNNY ENGLISH 


1240.300.520, 1400.1255. 250,450. 


650,850,1050 
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Strictly for 13 years of age and up 


THE BCHS Class 
1968-1969, in 
celebration of its 
34th anniversary, 
will be holding 
the Ist Binango- 
man Inter-Baran- 
gay Singing Chal- 
lenge on May 1, 7 
pm. at the Ro- 
drguez Park, 
Poblacion, Bi 
mangonan, Rizal. 
The vocal solo 
competition is 
ореп exclusively 
to bona fide resi- 
dents of Binango- 
ап, Rizal. Prizes 
at ‘stake ае: 
grand prize of 
P5,000 plus tro- 


sonyconyAngerMansgement 
Segue 


Adam Sandler, Jack Nicholson offer 


non-stop laughs in fun, new comedy 

їп the No. 1 comedy in America, Adam Sandler and 
Jack Nicholson star together for the first time as patient 
and therapist — though at times its hard to tell which 
one is which! 

After а misunderstanding aboard an airplane, mild- 
mannered Dave Buznik (Sandler) ® ordered to attend 
anger management sessions run by outrageous 
psychiatrist Dr. Buddy Rydell (Nicholson). 

Tortured by Buddys wacky and abrasive 
confrontational methods; Dave must decide whether to 
crawl back into his shell or stand up for himself, and 
keep his giri (Marisa Tomei) along the way. 

With surprise appearances by top celebrities. 


NOW SHOWING 


phy, 2nd prize of 
P3,000 plus tro- 
phy and a 3rd 
prize of P2,000 
plus trophy. The 
competition aims 
to give the people 
of Binangonan 
‘wholesome quali- 
ty entertainment 
and to assemble 
the best talents in 
town. For more 
details, call Nora 
San Rufino at 
673-5235 care of 
the Mayors Of 
fice, Binangonan, 
Rizal. 


Youth 
parliament 


assembly 
YOUTH parliamentari- 
ans will convene in 
Manila this April 26 and 
27 at the DOT auditori- 
um for a general assem- 
bly. Celebrating youth 
empowerment, the 
‘event's theme "Con-Fu- 
sion’ focuses on youth, 
peace and culture 
Guest speakers include. 
TV host/columnist Soli- 
ta Monsod, arts advo- 
сае Celle Guidote Al- 
varezand formar PMS 
head Vicky Garchitore- 
па. The National Youth 
Parliament (NYP) is а 
body of youth leaders, 
representing the coun- 
try's provinces and ma- 
Jor youth organizations, 
convened every two 
years, by virtue of Re- 
public Act 8044 or 
Youth in Nation-Bulld- 
ing Aat 


AYALA CINEMAS 


"The single most visually dazzling тоне 
of the last half-tecade.” 
— Kevin Thomas, LOS ANGELES TIMES 


GET YOUR TICKETS IN ADVANCE! 


OPENS APRIL 30 AT 


Greenbelt 1 & 3 
Town Center 


Buy your tickets directly at 
Glorietta 4 & Greenbelt 3 Cinemas. 


Or reserve your seats at 
Wwwsureseats.com 


For screening times, call 729-7777 


MTRCB Rating: Parental Guidance 13 


NOW SHOWING AT ry Film B. 


In this epic tale of revenge based upon the 
ply of Wiliam Shakespeare, Anthony 
Hopkins stars as Tius Andronicus, the 
Roman general who sows the seeds of 
‘vengeance when ho executes the son of the В 
enemy Queen, played by Jeasica Lange. The 
Tepercossions of his action are revealed 
‘whan te vindictive woman Becomes the no 
wat ot the Roman Emperor 


THAN THE First?’ 


April 25, 2003 Friday 7:30 pm 
Cinema 6, Glorietta 4 Cinemas 


ly for cocktails courtesy of Gerry's Grill 
Special thanks to: 
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15 RP firms seen to bag juicy deals in Iraq 


By Gil С. Cabacungan jr. and хаз through the giant American 
Ee corporations—specifically Bech- 
] tel Corp., Flour Daniel, Hallibur- 
ton and Brown & Root—that 
were likely to comer all the juicy 
deals in the repair and rehabilita- 
tion of Iraq's vital infrastructure 
such as power and water faci 
ties, government buildings, hos- 
pitals, airports and seaports. 

Many contracts for the emer- 
gency repair and construction of 
infrastructure in lraq are ex- 
pected to be granted over the 
next several months. 

Since all the work for non-US 


firms would be through subcon- 
tracting arrangements, Tumbo- 
con said Filipino engineering 
and construction firms that have 
worked with US principals 
would have an edge in getting 
juicy deals, 

Based on data furnished by the 
Philippine Overseas Construction 
Board (POCB), the Filipino firms 
with American partners are EEI 
(Bechtel and Braun Transworld 
Corp), DM Consunji (San Juan 
Construction Inc.), AG&P Co. of 
Manila (Pullman Kellog and 
Bechtel), Eastern Construction 


Inc. (Smith International), 
Philippine Iron and Construction 
and Marine Works (Blount Inter- 
national), ERECSA Inc. (Brown & 
Root International). 

Sources said RR Cruz was al- 
so keen on getting subcontract- 
ing works in Iraq. 

"The POCB said Philippine con- 
tractors had completed nearly 
$700 million worth of projects in 
Traq from 1980 to 2001 ranging 
from highways to buildings to 
the drainage system. 

Newly-appointed Philippine 
Ambassador to Iraq Jose Ibazeta 


said in an interview yesterday 
that many local groups supplying 
manpower and materials for 
small and medium industries 
were also interested in doing 
business in Iraq. 

However, Ibazeta said that 
one of the main objectives of the 
Philippine embassy would be to 
help Iraq rebuild through hu- 
manitarian assistance. 

‘Trade and Industry Secretary 
Manuel A. Roxas Il said the 
Philippines has an edge over 
other countries licking their 
chops over Iraq's postwar recon- 


struction because of its long ex- 
perience in construction pro- 
jects in Iraq and its unwavering 
support to US President Bush. 
“We think our closeness with the 
US will work in our favor,” Rox- 
as said. 

The DTI has tapped the PCA to 
facilitate all inquiries for con- 
struction projects in Iraq, the 
Philippine Overseas Employ- 
ment Administration for labor 
contractors, and the Philippine 
Chamber of Commerce and In- 
dustry Inc. for manufactured 
goods. 


EEE DTI, DOLE 
Ove in SOOner | to study strike 


than you think. ban proposal | 


Why wait 5 years? Labor and Employment said they would look 
j| ! 

into the proposed 10-year nationwide ban on 

labor strikes although both doubt whether ће 

: state could mandate such a strike moratorium. 

Orchid Tower. "We will take a look at the proposal and un- 

Completed and 
turned over to you 
by 2004. 


na R. Torrijos 


EEL Corp. and DM Consunji Inc. 
lead a list of 15 Philippine con- 
tractors that the Department of 
Trade and Industry believes 
would get deals in Iraq's postwar 
rehabilitation because of their 
linkages with American engi- 
neering and construction firms. 
Philippine Contractors Associ- 
ation president Emilio Tumbocon 
said the only way Philippine 
companies could get a piece of 
Iraq's reconstruction projects 


ici ia 


dertake appropriate consultations with con- 
cerned sectors,” said Trade and Industry Sec- 
retary Manuel A. Roxas П. "But this early I 
would like to say that the government cannot. 
designate a no-strike zone in the country be- 
cause of constitutional restrictions." 

Labor Undersecretary Manuel Imson said his 
agency would also study the proposal which has 
already stirred a “violent reaction” from labor 
‘groups because “something good might arise 
from the proposal” such as higher investments 
and more jobs. “But we also have to uphold the 
rights of workers and our obligations to the In- 
ternational Labor Organization,” Imson said. 

Roxas said that while the government fa- 
vored a more peaceful labor front, any agree- 
ment on a strike moratorium should be made 
voluntary rather than mandatory. 

‘The Federation of Filipino Chinese Cham- 
ber of Commerce and Industry and the Japan 
Chamber of Commerce Inc. have called on the 
government to impose a temporary ban on la- 
borstrikes that they claimed have been on the 
rise despite government efforts to curb labor 
activism. 

FFCCCI president Robin Sy said his mem- 
bers were ready to create at least 3 million 
jobs but they were anxious that a labor strike 
might derail their business plans. JCCCI chair 
Ryukichi Kawaguchi said that the govern- 
ments answer to the businessmen’ labor 
‘woes, the quick reaction teams, have only 
muddled the problem because of too many 
players and agencies involved. 

Roxas said that DTI statistics showed that 
the number of work stoppages arising from 
strikes have declined in the last two years. 
“We continue to endeavor through a variety 
of means such as a fast reaction team to en- 
sure stability in the labor front,” Roxas 
said. Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


OU MM / a 
| ld 


T 


jii! 


An affordable 
Makati lifestyle... 
right within your 

reach. 


4/2 han a 
a 


= 


EZ 
Ed) 


ЛЛ 


A prime property 
appreciating 
through the 
1 years, 


< 


ami 


a |i i i, 
7 s. 


Move around: 
In Minutes: right 
in the heart of. 
Makati CBD. 


mi] 


н 
^ 


5 


4499 


[ЧЕ 


m 


PP iar PP, 


44 7 
ү err v 


xz 


і 
LEE) 
TED 


Gov't seen losing 
P7.36B due to 
VAT on banks 


THE GOVERNMENT stands to lose as much as 
P7.36 billion in revenue due to the change in 
the tax system applied on financial institu- 
tions from the gross receipt tax scheme to the. 
value-added tax system. 

This was the worst-case scenario based on 
simulations comparing the VAT system with 
the СЕТ system done by the Bankers Associa- 


RENTAL 


Oriental Gardens Ma 


The Executive Residential Condo 


a PATRIS fase opie or ч amer Ц 


Koi pond... sunbathing deck, 
aerobics and gym facilities. 
rhoongate playground.. 

an oasis amidst an urban jungle 


atan) апмалу зэхпа зо "was. 


Pasong Tamo St. near 
Sen. Gil Puyat Ave, (Buendia) 


Ап honest to goodness podium garden... U 


there, 
life is what 


you make it. 


Make that Move now. 


www.orientalgardens.com.ph 


Come visit our VIP Open House! 
April 11 & 25 (Fridays), 4 to 8 PM 
Easy payment schemes available. 
Studio, 18R, 2BR Showrooms open daily. 
17F, GT Tower, Ayala Avenue corner 

Dela Costa Street, Makati City 


Hurry up and call...Omni-Orient Marketing Network Inc. 
+63(2) 810 4695 + 810 4694 • 810 4693 


tion of the Philippines. 

The simulations showed that the revenue 
derived by the government from banks 
through the GRT system was greater than the 
potential income from the imposition of the 
10 percent VAT. 

“it seems like a sado-masochistic way of tax- 
ation. You're hurting yourself because you col- 
lect less than what you would from the САТ, 
youre not getting much more in audit trail and 
you hurt the ones you love such as the farmers 
and home buyers,” BAP tax committee vice- 
chair Miguel Andaya said in an interview. 

"The best case scenario is that revenue loss 
from VAT will only be P800 million while mid- 
case revenue lass is seen to reach P4.08 billion. 

Since not all clients of banks are VAT regis- 
tered, the BAP presented three cases based on. 
the percentage of bank income generated 
from VAT-registered clients. 

‘The VAT on this portion will not increase to- 
tal collection since it will be used as input VAT, 
which means it will be credited to the client. 

In the worst-case scenario, the BAP assumed. 
that 70 percent of the bank clients were VAT- 
registered. Under the mid-case and best-case 
| scenarios, the BAP assumed that 60 percent and 
50 percent of the clients were VAF-registered, 

"The likelihood that Case 1 (worst-case) 
will prevail is high because business loans are 
predominantly more than consumer loans.” 
the BAP sanl. Elena R. lorruos. 
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Three positioning rules 
to cut a brand above the rest 


By Karen V. de Asis 
Contributor 


TWENTYEIVE years ago, when 
Al Ries and Jack Trout, authors of 
“Positioning: The Battle For Your H 
Mind," began to talk about the time is too precious to dwell on 
JOCANO concept of positioning, the busi- esoteric messages even if these 
ness world began to take notice of ‘were meant to be engaging. It is 
In to t h e consumer % the more serious, strategic side of А по wonder that consumers today 
marketing. а i 5 continue to remember Volvo's 
Before then, marketing was ЗӨ, value proposition of safety or 
h ү: P j; ә generally synonymous to adver- Domino's pizza's “good hot pizza 
eart: Pinoy’s cue ee eee уша 
keters challenge was simply to target marker. ter the brand has dropped the Haagen-Dazs, despite being а 
b , the develop compelling copy driven Ries and Тош” discovery of line when a tragic accident witha late entrant in the ice cream mar- 
uyıng pa ern by eye-catching visuals, beauti- positioning brought concrete motorcycle rider beating the de- ket, built its brand with a focused 
ful sound, dramatic words and form to the strategic nature of livery deadline led to a costly liti- positioning as the "world's most 
occasionally, the right tagline. marketing. The authors postu- gation. indulgent ice cream" targeted for 
x Nonetheless, the more experi- late, "Positioning is what you do Locally, Jollibee continues to high-end consumers with a natu- 
vice, the most important thing National Marketing Conference | enced marketers continued to to the mind of prospects” Both enjoy strong recall with the line, ral urge to splurge, 
to consider is not what one is organized by the Philippine | stress the importance of a differ- claim, “It is an organic system for "Bee Happy,” not entirely for its Mazda Miata has found its 
selling, but whom one is selling Marketing Association (PMA) | entiating message which is why finding a window inthe mind.” witticism but largely because its niche among the many sedans 
to, on May 28 and 29 atthe Westin | there emerged a number of suc- Over time, positioning has simple and clear message sums with its positioning, "Mazda Mia- 
The success or failure of any Philippine Plaza. cessful brands in this era. Unfor- helped craft a brand's direction up memories of fun and enjoy- ta. The sporty convertible.” 
marketing strategy depends _ Studies on consumer behav- | tunately, there was no concept using the following rules: ment with the family. Rule Three: Relevance. Em- 
largely on the consumer, with- ior have proven to be invalu- | thar held together this strategic Еше One: Keep the message Rule Two: Focus. Positioningis phasize a meaningful, relevant 
ош whom there сап never bea able in developing effective | intent until the emergence of simple and clear. Consumers, re- grounded on a business reality message. There is a natural ten- 
sale. What makes people tick, marketing strategies for a bus | Ries and Tyours positioning. gardless of demographic back- thatnotall markets can be served dency among marketers to draw 
what makes them actually go ness that is fiercely competi- | hus it was not surprising that ground, are faced with daily in- by one brand. Thus, the discipline a long list of the product's bene- 
out and buy something—this is tive. ү before positioning became the formation overload from various demands a careful study and pro- fits and allow each individual 
what marketers must learn and Ѕауз Jocano, “The question | buzzword, there were many traditional and new forms of me- filing of the most profitable seg- consumer to decide which among 
should always keep in mind. " that you must ask yourself is, more advertising materials that dia that include the Internet, menttotap considering the com- these benefits are important to 
So says noted anthropologist Why should this person buy | did nor hold much teeth. Adver- wireless applications, multime- panys present available re- them. This way, a number of mes- 
Dr. Е fee Jocano, executive канжаны not from mycom- | tising was either simply just cre- dia, etc. sources. However, this does not sages are sent across the market 
director of Punlad Research petitor ative with not much content and ^ information is just far too preclude the company to expand leading, to confusion. This 
House and one of the keynote INTO/B22 | had a litany of promises or the many to remember. Likewise, into new market segments in the THREE/ 822 


IN marketing a product or ser- speakers at the upcoming 34th 
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Gasoline. 


Hydrogen. 


The letter Min BMW stands Ки "Motoren? and advanced engine ectacioges have ays been te basis engines, the frst VB беле! engoes win Comm 
tor he success of "Bayersche Motoren Werke”. An pese ist of innovations and у vesiment n 
veer an Geslonment has aught about BMWs leadership positon an адот iechacioges. To 


Three positioning rules 
to craft a brand well 


1 From page В2-1 


A method contradicts Ries and 
Trout’s positioning ^ concept 
where the marketer aided by 
marketing research discovers and 

z identifies the most important 

* benefit for the consumer, takes 

action to own the value proposi- 

Ë tion and relate it back to the con- 

+ sumer. 

Identifying a meaningfully rel- 
ievant positioning is am invest- 
3mentdriven but insightful busi- 
iness process that requires the 

* marketer to study carefully the 
changes in the macro-environ- 
ment as well as discover and val 
date insights with the end-user. 
Wise marketers tailor their sin- 
gle-minded message to their mar- 
Кесе needs, trends and todays 
consumers. 

An interesting universal re- 
search among baby boomers born. 
1946 to 1964 indicate their affini- 
ty to brands that remind them of 
their youth or brands that build 
their self-esteem. 

Clairol has anchored on this 
learning with a meaningfully rel- 
evant message, "You're not get- 
ting older, youre getting better 
by Clairol Shampoo." 

Another important change in 
the macro-environment is the 
people's increasing acceptance of 
brands that deliver a health-relat- 


ed value proposition. 

C-LiumOFibre® is beginning 
to make its mark among the local 
upper income bracket who suffer 
from constipation and irregular 
bowel movement but want a 
shift to a non-chemical depen- 
dent, healthy lifestyle. The value 
proposition remains “СА 
um@Fibre®, a completely natu- 
ral and organic diet fiber made 
from 100-percent psyllium husks 
that is а natural remedy for con- 
stipation and digestive prob- 
lems. 

The brand recognizes a first 
mover positioning anchored on 
psyllium husks. 

Another brand, Farm Pride, a 
regional brand of processed meat 
marketed in the Calabarzon, uses. 
the line "Total Control Quality. 
The fresh taste of quality meats 
from farm to plate." 

‘The rules of positioning seem 
easy to apply. But it requires 
tremendous discipline among 
marketers and businessmen to 
do so. Ironically, this is how a 
brand can become a cut above 
therest. 

(The author is a marketing 
trainer and professor of Marketing 
Management and Brand Manage- 
ment at the De La Salle Profession- 
al Schools Graduate School of 
Business. Email at kdea- 
sis@skyinet.net.) 
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the Mandarin Oriental Hotel. 


Corporate Social Respon: 


PILIPINAS Shell Petroleum Corp. is one of the strategic 
partners of the 2nd Annual Conference of CEOs and Directors in 
Asia: Managing Corporate GOvernance in Asia on June 5 to 6 at 


Country chair of Shell Companies in the Philippines Eliseo R. 
Santiago (second from right) and RVR-AIM Center for 

ty executive director Felipe B. 
Alfonso seal the partnership with Options Information Company 
‘chair Ashok Nath and Pilipinas Shell VP Benito Bernardo. 


Into consumer's heart: 
Pinoy's buying pattern 


From page 82-1 


He points out that Filipinos’ 
buying patterns may be based on 
z an underlying cultural frame of 
mind that influences their pur- 
chasing preferences. Understand- 
2 ing this cultural framework en- 
2 ables marketers to get into the 
1 heart of their customers, And this 
a very powerful tool in promot- 

; ing and selling a product. 


Emotional Pinoy 

According to Jocano, Filipinos 

are peculiar in that their basis for 

_ buying something is not logical or 
reasonable, but intuitive and 
even sentimental. 

“This is because Filipinos are 
emotional. Our basis of evalua- 
tion, expression and cognition 
are emotional rather than empiri- 
cal. We seldom think with the 
mindlogic! We often use the 
‘heart-logic,” he explains. 

By understanding this key as- 
pect, Jocano says that marketers 
can develop strategies that will 
click with Filipino consumers. He 
observes that Filipinos are attract- 
ed or repelled by a facial expres- 
sion, a simple gesture or com- 
ment. Salespersons—whether di- 
rect sellers, department store at- 

itendans or sarisari store ven- 

2 dors—should take note that their 
appearance and demeanor are 
crucial in clinching a purchase. 

First impressions are also very 
important. In his research on Fil- 
ipino consumers’ evaluative scor- 
ing, Jocano has observed фаг 
there are three things that Fil- 
ipinos look for in a salesperson. 

First, the salesperson must be 
neat and clean. “If he does not 
‘even wash his face, (you would 
think) that he also handles his 

_ products that way,” says Jocano. 

Second, the salesperson must 
speak gently and politely. 

Third, he must be well-man- 
nered—"Hindi bastos, hindi 
barumbado." 

The way a salesperson deals 
with the customer also plays an 
important role. Filipinos are very 


sensitive and may base their deci- 
sions on whether they like the 
person they are dealing with. 

“Ап Pinoy, gusto ang maasika- 
so. (Pinoys want someone who 
looks after them.) Your product 
may be very good, but I can al- 
ways buy it from someone else. 1 
buy it from you not because it is 
affordable or because (of whatev- 
er benefits it claims to perform) 
but because 1 like you. It is there- 
fore very important for a market- 
ing person, a salesperson, to es- 
tablish rapport with his customer. 
Once that is established, kam- 
pante ka na. Then the product be- 
Comes acceptable, Jocano ex- 
plains. 


Sensitivity 

Sensitivity to appearance and 
demeanor is unique to Asian cul- 
ture, Jocano points out. Western. 
developers will likely not input a 
salesperson’s facial expression 
and manner of speaking in their. 
product studies and analyses of 
Customer satisfaction because 
these are not empirical and can- 
not be quantified as data. The 
marketing strategies that they de- 
velop tend to follow a standard 
formula that may or may not jive 
with Filipino sensibilities. 

Jocano therefore advises mar- 
keters to modify their strategies 
according to the target market's 
culture, values and perceptions. 
“if we want to succeed, let us al- 
ways keep in mind the cultural 
context and the local lifesryle of 
the people we are selling to, who 
happen to be Filipino," he adds. 

n fact, he encourages mar- 
keters to use their target markers 
culture in promoting their prod- 
ucts. "Use the culture positively. 
Don’t use it negatively. Let us 
highlight what is the best in Fil- 
‘pino culture." 

Jocano will share his insights 
gathered from more than 45 
years of research in a lecture enti- 
ded “Filipino Marketing Style: 
Why Filipinos Behave The Way 
They Behave.” (For inquiries on 
NMC, call 813-0456) 
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BUSINESS/riday 
Guild lists best of RP advertising 


By Roger Pe 
Contributor 


HOW far has Philippine advertis- 
ing creativity improved? Will our 
best print, radio and television 
ads measure up with the rest of 
the region? Can we now compete 
оп a global scale and be finally 
ranked alongside Thailand, 
Japan and Singapore as one of 
Asia's creative powderkegs? 

Оп May 6, 2003 at Onstage in 
Greenbelt, the Creative Guild, the 
44s (Association of Accredited Ad- 
vertising Agencies of the Philip- 
pines) award-giving body, will 
mount йз 18th annual awards 
night to honor the country’s best 
ads forthe year 2002. 

Original. Relevant. Has impact. 

These are the stuff that great ads 
аге made of and what the Guild is 
exactly looking for. Fresh, distinct 
and never been seen before. Not 
ripped-off from someone else's 
work. They are something that the 
consumers can relate to, are mean- 
ingful to their needs and not creat- 
ed with the award judges as target 
audience. They rise above the clut- 
ter jolt and endear you. 

With the Guild's bountiful har- 
vest this year, hopes are high for 
the Philippines to at least match 
its record-breaking feat last year. 
That a truly Philippine-conceptu- 
alized and executed ad will final- 
ly bag that elusive Clio gold and 
even make a dent in snobbish 
Cannes, One Show or D&AD. 

Chosen only by award-winning 
creative directors of the industry 
during bi-monthly judgings, the fol- 


MCDONALD'S Christmas ad 


lowing represent the best of Phili 
pine advertising for the past year. 


Television ads 

January—Nestle Yogurt; “Pants,” 
Ogilvy & Mather 

February—Kitkat "Shadow" Lowe 

March—D.O.T. "Dash," BBDO- 
Guerrero Ortega; Globe "Punk 
Girl," McCann-Erickson 

April McDonald's “Dada,” Leo 
Bumett 

May—No Winner 

June—Joy Tissue “Origami,” J. 
Walter Thompson 

July—STi “Boss,” 
Erickson 

August—CMC Spaghetti “Ed- 
ward,” Lowe 

September—Sony “Delivery” 
McCann-Erickson 

October—Joliibee “Kuya Ruben,” 
Basic; Star Margarine, "Chinese 
Garter” Saatchi & Saatchi 


McCann- 


November—Astring-Osol “Tick- 
et,” Campaigns & Grey; Fita “Best 
Friend,” Lowe; McDonald's "Open- 
ing,” Leo Burnett; Star margarine 
“Communion,” Saatchi & Saatchi 

December—Ad _ Foundation, 
“French,” TBWA; Globe “Great,” 
McCann-Erickson; Pop Cola “Sexy 
Siksik,” Jimenez D'Arcy 


Radio ads 
January—No Winner 
February—Max’s “Kanta,” Lowe 
March—No Winner 
April—No Winner 
May—No Winner. 
June—Actara “Panalangin,” TB- 
WA/Santiago, Mangada & Puno 
July—Edsamail “Announcer,” 
BBDO-Guerrero-Ortega 
September—7-11 
Publicis-AMA 
October—Aboitiz “Capiz,” Leo 
Burnett; Strepcof “Gloria,” Mc- 


“Gutom,” 
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Cann-Erickson; Shell “Muscle 
Pain,” J. Walter Thompson 
November—AMA ^ "Boobs" 
Campaigns & Grey 
December—Greenbelt 
eties,” Saatchi & Saatchi 


Print ads 
January—No Winner 
February—No Winner 
March—Smart “Lent,” Saatchi 
& Saatchi 
April—Bayfresh “Shower,” BB- 
DO-Guerrero-Ortega 
May—Manila Peninsula, "Indi- 
an Festival," Saatchi & Saatchi 
June—Bayfresh, “Ashtray,” BB- 
Do-Guerrero-Ortega; Axion "Pa- 
per Plate,” DYR-Alcantara. 
July—Ford Escape "Wire; J. 
Walter Thompson. 
August—Bayfresh “Sock,” BB- 
DO-Guerrero-Ortega; Manila Penin- 
sula, “Computer” Saatchi & Saatchi 
September—DOTPh _ “Star- 
bucks," BBDO-Guerrero-Ortega 
October—Human “Jeans Sale,” 
BBDO-Guerrero-Ortega 
November—Enfagrow “Gate,” 
Jimenez D'Arcy; Max's "Chicke 
Sandwich,” Saatchi & Saatchi 
Adidas “Calendar,” TBWA/Santi- 
ago, Mangada; Opel "Slow 
Down,” McCann-Erickson; Pepsi 
“Straw,” BBDO-Guerrero-Ortega 
December—Dove “Scratch & 
Sniff” Ogilvy & Mather; Sony Juke- 
box," McCann-Erickson; Tide "Inside. 
Out,” Leo Burett; Manila Peninsula 
“Drum,” Saatchi & Saatchi 
(The author is the outgoing presi- 
dent of the Creative Guild of the 
Philippines. Lilit Reyes of Leo Bur- 
nett is the incoming president.) 
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Tax incentives under the SPY Act of 2002 


Ву Herminigildo G. Murakami Jr. 
SGV & Co. 


THE SPECIAL Purpose Vehicle 
(SPV) Act of 2002, which was en- 
acted into law last Dec. 23, 2002, 
is said to be the knight in shining 
armor that will rescue the Philip- 
pines’ ailing financial sector. 

Whether the law will live up to 
this lofty expectation remains to 
be seen. But there is 


© Issue equity or participation 
certificates or other forms of in- 
vestment unit instruments or TUls 
for managing, improving and dis- 
posing of its NPAs acquired from 
financial institutions; 
© Borrow money and issue oth- 
er instruments of indebtedness for 
the purpose of paying operational 
and administrative costs; 
* Guarantee credit, accept or 
intervene for honor 


по doubt that the tax TAX-FILES the bills of borrowers; 
fee 


incentives and 

privileges embodied in the law 
and its implementing rules and 
regulations will play a crucial role 
in helping the SPV Act live up to 
its promise. 


Whatis an SPV 

‘An SPV, under Republic Act No. 
9182, isa stock corporation orga- 
nized in accordance with the Cor- 
poration Code of the Philippines 
and the rules promulgated by the 
Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission. Ithas а minimum autho- 
rized capital stock of Р500 mil- 
lion, a minimum subscribed capi- 
tal stock of P125 million and a 
minimum paid-up capital of 
P31.25 million. 

An SPV can be entirely owned 
by Filipinos or by foreigners. 
However, to acquire land, Philip- 
pine nationals must own at least 
60 percent of the outstanding 
capital stock of the SPV. 

In addition, financial institu- 
tions transferring assets are pro- 
hibited from possessing a claim of 
beneficial ownership of more 
than 5 percent in the transferee 
SPV These financial institutions 
are not also allowed to have a di- 
rect or indirect management in 
the transferee SPV. 


Activities of the SPV 

Under RA 9182, the SPVs are 
allowed to perform the following 
business activities 

e Invest in, or acquire non- 
performing assets or NPAs of fi- 
nancial institutions; 

‘© Engage third parties to man- 
age, operate, collect and dispose 
оѓ the NPAs acquired from finan- 
cial institutions; 

Rent, lease, hire, pledge, 
mortgage, transfer, sel, exchange, 
secure, securitize, collect rents 
and profits, and other similar acts 
concerning NPAs acquired from fi- 
nancial institutions, 

© In case of NPLs, to restructure 
debt, condone debt and undertake 
other restructuring related activities; 

‘© Take, transfer shares or buy 
shares issued by the borrower for 
business reorganization or reha- 
bilitation of the borrower and ap- 
ply any other measures or re 
structuring techniques with the 
approval of the SEC; 

© Enter into dacion en pago or 
payment in kind arrangements, 
foreclose judicially or extra-jud 
cially and other forms of debts 
settlement involving NPLs; spend 
funds to renovate, improve, com- 
plete or alter its NPAs acquired 
from financial institutione" 


* Advance funds to 
borrowers where required by an 
acquired asset or any debt re- 
structuring agreement or under 
any court order or rehabilitation 
plan; and 

© Entrust to third parties asset 
servicing company, the collection 
and receipt of the debt payments 
for debts under debt restructur- 
ing of business reorganization, 
management and disposition as- 
sets of the SPV in accordance 
with the rules, procedures and 
conditions prescribed by the SEC 
or by the courts. 

In the issuance of investment 
unit instruments or IUls, the SPV 
is required to have a plan duly ap- 
proved by the SEC before it can 
issue the ИЛЗ. 

‘Any person may acquire or hold 
105 in the SPV in the minimum 
amount of P10 million, An SPV is 
not authorized to acquire the IUIS. 
of another SPV. Likewise, the par- 
ent, subsidiaries, affiliates or 
stockholders, directors, officers or 
any related interest of financial in- 
stitutions selling assets to the SPV; 
or the subsidiaries, affiliates or 
stockholders, directors, officers or 
any related interest of the parent 
‘company of the said financial insti- 
tutions are prohibited from acquir- 
ing or holding, directly or indirect- 
y the ИЛ of the transferee SPV 


Terms defined 

‘The NPAs refer to NPLs and re- 
а and other properties owned or 
acquired financial institutions or 
Ropozs as of June 30, 2002. 

Non-performing loans or NPLs 
refer to loans and receivables 
such as mortgage loans, unse- 
cured loans, consumption loans, 
trade receivables, lease receiv- 
ables, credit card receivables and 
all registered and unregistered 
security and collateral instru- 
ments, including but not limited 
to, real estate mortgages, chattel 
mortgages, pledges, whose prin- 
cipal and/or interest have re- 
mained unpaid for at least 180 
days after they have become past 
due. 

Real and other properties 
‘owned or acquired by financial 
institutions or ROPOAs refer to 
real estate and other properties 
owned or acquired by financial 
institutions in settlement of loans 
and receivables, including real 
properties, shares of stocks, and 
chattels formerly constituting 
collaterals for secured loans, 
which have been acquired by way 
of dacion en pago or judicial or 


cution of judgment. 

Investment unit instruments or 
Us are participation certificates, 
debt instruments or similar in- 
struments issued by the SPV and 
subscribed by permitted investors 
pursuant to an approved plan, ex- 
cluding those instruments issued 
by the SPV to the selling financial 
institutions as full or partial set- 
tlements of the non-performing 
assets transferred to it. The IUIs 
do not form part of the capital 
stock of the SPV 


Incentives under SPV law. 

Under the SPV law, the transfer 
of NPAs from the financial institu- 
tions to the SPV and from the SPV 
to third parties, as well as the da- 
cion en pago by the borrower or by 
a third partyin favor of financial in- 
stitutions or SPVs are exempt from 
paying either the documentary 
stamp tax, capital gains tax, cred- 
itable withholding tax, and value- 
added tax or gross receipts tax. 

In addition, the transfers are 
subject го 50 percent of the appli- 
cable mortgage registration and 
transfer fees, as well as land reg- 
istration fees. 

Transfers of NPAs from the fi 
nancial institutions or SPVs to indi- 
viduals are likewise granted the tax 
exemptions and fee privileges for 
as long as the transaction involves 
the transfer of a single family resi- 
dential unit ROPOA or NPL se- 
cured by a real estate morgage on 
a residential unit and there is only 
one transaction per individual. 

In addition to these tax exemp- 
tions and fee privileges, SPVs are 
granted 50 percent reduction in 
the filing fees for any closure re- 
lated to any NPA that it acquired 
from financial institutions. 

Also, SPVs infusing additional 
loans or capital to borrowers are 
exempted from income tax on the 
net interest income arising from 
new loans granted to borrowers, 
from documentary stamp tax and 
mortgage registration fees on any 
document evidencing the new 
loans and from documentary 
stamp tax on any document 
showing the capital infusion of 
the SPV to the borrower. 

Moreover, the IUIs issued by 
the SPVs are not considered as 
deposit substitutes, hence, the in 
terest income or yield derived by 
the holders/investors from the 
ПЛ are not subject to a 20 per- 
cent final withholding tax. 

As to the participating financial 
institutions, they are allowed to car- 
ту over as deduction from taxable 
income any loss incurred as a result 
of the transfer of NPAs for five con- 
secutive taxable years immediately 
following the year of such loss. 


Conditions for incentives 

RA 9182 sets several condi- 
tions for the availment of the tax 
incentives and fee privileges. 
"These conditions are summarized 
as follows 

* The application for the es- 
tablishment and registration of 
the SPV should be filed with the 


SEC not more than 18 months af- 
ter the approval of rhe imple- 
menting rules and regulations. 

* Financial institutions trans- 
ferring non-performing loans or 
NPLs to an SPV shall give prior 
notice to the borrowers of the 
NPLs and all persons holding pri- 
or encumbrances upon the assets 
mortgaged or pledged. The bor- 
rower and the financial institu- 
tion shall be given 90 days upon 
receipt of notice to restructure or 
renegotiate the loan under such 
terms and conditions as may be 
agreed upon by the borrower and 
the financial institution. 

*The transfer of non-per- 
forming assets or NPAs from 
nancial institutions to SPV shall 
be subject to prior certification of 
eligibility as NPA by the appropri- 
ate regulatory authority having 
jurisdiction over its operations 

* All sales or transfers of non- 
performing assets or NPAs toan SPV 
shall be in the nature of a true sale. 

* After the sale or transfer of the 
non-performing loan or NPLs, the 
vansferring financial institution 
shall inform the borrower in writing 
atthe last known address ofthe fact 
ofthe sale or transfer of the NPLs. 

* All sales or transfers of non- 
performing assets or NPAs from 
the financial instirution to an SPV 
or transfers by way of dacion en 
pago by the borrower or by a 
third party to the financial insti- 
tutions, should be undertaken 
within two years from the date of 
effectivity of the implementing 
rules and regulations, 

‘© Properties acquired by an SPV 
from government financial institu- 
ons (СЕБ) or govemment- 
‘owned-or-controlled corporations 
(GOCCS), which are devoted to so- 
cialized or low-cost housing, shall 
not be converted to other uses. 

* All transfers from an SPV toa 
third party of non-performing as- 
sets or NPAs or transfers by way of 
dacion en pago by a borrower to 
the SPY, should be undertaken 
within five years from the date of 
acquisition by the SPV of the NPA. 

RA 9182 took effect on Jan. 26, 
2003. However, its implementa- 
tion has to await the approval of 
the implementing rules and regu- 
lations by the Congressional 
Oversight Committee. The law 
mandates the SEC, in coordina- 
tion with the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas, the Department of Fi- 
nance and the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue to draft and submit the 
implementing rules and regula- 
tions to the Congressional Over- 
sight Committee within 60 days, 
from effectivity of the law. 

The Congressional Oversight 
Committee in tum is given 60 days 
from receipt of the draft imple- 
menting rules and regulations to 
review, revise and approve the rule. 

Thus, until a second impri- 
matur from Congress is obtained 
in che form of an approved imple- 
menting rules and regulations, 
ihe incentives under RA 9182 
would remain outside the realm 
of reality. 
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Putting fine art to advertising and advertising to fine art 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao tinct fields, putting fine art to adver- 
tising and advertising to fine art. 
THERE are ads that fade from the _ The first ad featured the dis- 
viewers memoriesalmostassoon tinctive shape of the Absolut vod: 
asthe 30-second spot is over or as ka bottle with a halo and a simple 
soon as they flip the page in the line that says Absolute Perfection. 
magazine The ad remains an advertising 

‘Then there are ads that linger force to reckon with more than 
in peoples consciousness be- 20 years later and Eva Kempe- 
cause they strike a chord with Forsberg, Absolut vice president 
peoples emotions. Think Hall. for marketing, says that it is be- 
mark and Kodak moment com- cause it captured Absolut's values = 
mercials that have made many of clarity simplicity and perfec- sje £m dp 
people teary-eyed. tion, and easily brought these gizz A 

Add to that list the Absolutad- across to the consumers. 
vertising campaigns that may пос Hedberg says the Absolut cam- represented by lo- 
have made people cry, but never- paigns'have not deviated from cal sushi, Bangkok 
theless found a place in the pub- these core values even as the bot- ture of the city that is recogniz- with its traditional $ Noveau metro entrance. 
lies memory ever since the first tle ads have evolved through the able both by the locals and thein- floating market, “Itisimportance for us that the 
ads so-called bottle ads came out years. ternational community. Taipei by the Drag- locals love the ad because we 
in the '80s. ‘Absolut, for instance, commis- Бог the Los Angeles ad, TBWA оп Dance for the a want to be part of the people. We. 

‘The Stockholm-based The Abso- sioned renowned artists to render featured a swimmi Chinese New Year exerta lot of effort to have that lo- 
lut Company is the brand owner their own interpretations of the Absolut bottle shape, standing for and in 2003, Mani- cal insight,” Hedberg says. 
and producer of Absolut vodka, the Absolut bottle. the California easy way of living. — la madeit to the list For Manila, Absolut chose the 
third largest international spirit in Artists that participated in the _ Since then the Absolut bottle with its world-fa- jeepney because itis a strong sym- 
the world and available in 125 campaign included popular Amer- has appeared in many other ities mous jeepney. bol for the country and the jeeps 
markets including the Philippines. ican artists Andy Warhol and Keith іп ће US from Manhattan to Mia- Hedberg says the common which is the image that most for- are close to the Filipinos’ heart. 

It rolled ош йз first ads in 1980 Harring, sculptor Arman, crystal 1992, Absolut went to thread running across all the city eigners have of the city. ‘The design team used the front 
at the same time that the state- glass designer Bertil Vallien and n finally in 1999, adsisthe insight to the country. ‘Absolut, however, decided to area of the jeepney where the ra- 
‘owned liquor company decided fashion designers David Cameron ities were featured start- “What is important when we feature Sydney's beaches instead, diator is to incorporate the out- 

: to export Absolut vodka. And it and John Galliano. ing with Sydney and Melbourne create ads is to have that intema- Which the locals love about their line of the bottle. 
wanted its ads to be different. From the bottle ads, the Abso- in Au: tional view but at the same time city. Hedberg says Absolut included * 

So instead of banking on рео. lut Company mounted a new It was also in 1999 that the Ab- theadshould appeal to the locals. Тһе same goes for the other Manila in the list of cities to cele- 
pls emotions to try to connect campaign that celebrates the solut advertising campaign was We try to go beyond the obvious cites such as Rome, which did brate its 10th year of operations 
the target consumers, the Absolut cities in the world where Absolut listed among the top 10 best ad- and go a little deeper,” Hedberg not feature other tourist places in the country. 
campaign crafted by TBWA went is present. vertising campaigns of the past says. like the Vatican, but instead fea- "Тһе Philippines is an impor- 
for art. The first city ad came out in century by Advertising Age. For instance for Sydney, Abso- tured its typical motorcyles ог tant market for us, and this is our 

In the process, it stretched the 1987 which featured Los Angeles. From Sydney and Melbourne, lut could have easily chosen to Paris with the Eiffel tower, which tribute to the country and to its 
boundaries between the two dis- Аз in the previous campaign, other Asian cities followed: Tokyo feature the Sydney opera house gave way to the typical Art people,” she says. 


Ads heading to cell phones, mobile devices 


CHICAGO—In the movie“Minor- Automakers are inviting users who sees an ad and who acts on American audience, we know, are Рог advertisers, the allure of and the high-tech possibilities of 
ity Report,” a beer ad recognizes to test drive their latestmodelson it. early adopters of wireless tech- mobile marketing lies in the po- personalized ads whenever and 
Tom Cruise's character as he mobile Web pages. “From what we can tell, we nologies.” British research firm tential to target audiences inthe wherever you are could be even 
walks by and calls out: “Hey, ТУ networks such as Fox were very pleased with the re- Ovum estimated in a report last right place at the right time as more annoying than telemar- 
John, you look like you could use Broadcasting are encouraging sults," said Richard Loomis, vice year that global revenue from more and more cell phones and ketersfexperts say. 
a Guinness.” viewers of “reality” talent show president advertising and mar- mobile advertising will reach$16 devices include Global Position- — “Most people (on cell phones)... 
That kind of future—where “American Idol” to vote for their keting for Comedy Central, which billion by 2006. ing System (GPS) location pin- do not seem to want to be reached 
ads identify targets by scanning a favorite rising superstar via short recently advertised its program Sybase Inc. unit AvantGo said its pointing technology. unless jt's someone they want to 
person's retina—may be fictional text messages on their cell “Chappelle's Show” by sending advertisers see average resp ‘The promise is that McDonald's, be reached by" said David Doft, 
and far off, but advertisers are phones. text messages to its target audi- rates five to 10 times higher than a for example, could offer a coupon advertising and marketing ser- 
hoping timely, personalized mar- Тһе emerging medium is com- ence typical direct marketing campaign. for free fries as a consumer walks vices analyst for CIBC World Mar- 
keting messages to cell phones, pelling because it costs a fraction “We're always looking for new AvantGo provides a service thatal- past one of its restaurants. kets. "Companies would have to 
handheld computers, and other of the price of a traditional cam- and different ways to connect lows users to download news and However, the average person is figure out how to make it relevant 
wireless devices will capture con- paign of similar scope, and it of- with our audience. Both the information—and ads—onto their already bombarded with dozens to their customer base to accept 
sumers’ attention. fers a relatively easy way to track young guys and the urban African personal digital assistants. of advertising come-ons each day promotions." Reuters 
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SHELL RIM 
IN THE LONG HAUL. 


ROGER PEYRA 
Operator, RP Trucking 


Shell Rimula, ang premium heavy duty ой na sadyang gewa para sa diesel engine. Tamang-tama ong lapot kaya kayang abutin 
at protekichan hanggang kaloob-looban ng makina. Siguradong malakas ong hatak! Subok na sa kargahan fo any point in 
Luzon, Visayas ond Mindanao. Kaya walang kakaba-kaba. Alam mong aabot ka at garantisado ong kita. Sige, subukon mo! 


питна ү Shell Rimula. For longer oil life. Longer engine life. 
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FORBESWOOD HEIGHTS : 


LUXURY GARDEN RESIDENCES 
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after another...and another. 


AGOHO, BAUHINIA AND CAMBRIDGE TOWERS SOLD OUT. 
RESERVE YOUR HOME AT THE NEWLY OPENED DORCHESTER TOWER NOW. 
STRICTLY FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED. 


Smell the flower-scented air. Feel the cool, refreshing breeze. Hear the children's laughter. Things are 
different here at Forbeswood Heights, where life is a paradise that revolves around an expansive central 
park lavished with greenery and amenities for endless recreation. Right at your feet are well-sculpted 
lawns, trellised promenades, blooming gardens, a putting green, bird bath and themed playground for kids. 
You can try your hand at the tennis court or have a few laps at the swimming pool. And right next door 


is an exciting leisure stop along Forbes Town Road, where you can spend hours and hours dining, 


partying or even shopping. And where you can end the day with a glorious view of sunset over the 


Manila Golf Course. 


Forbeswood Heights. Own a piece of paradise... now. 


A Luxury Residential Development of 


SHOWROOM OPEN DAILY FROM 8:30 AM TO 7 PM. 
FOR A VIEWING APPOINTMENT, CALL BONIFACIO WEST and 
MEGAWORLD CORPORATION. 


867-8868 * 867-8888 Hsu aD йабан Короли 


HLURB LICENSE TO SELL МО. 06246 
2/F The World Centre, 330 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City * Fax: (632) 867-8028 * E-mail: sales@megaworldcorp.com 150 9001:2000 CERTIFIED 
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Text by Alex Vergara and Jam Alindogan 
Photos by Chito Vecina 


INK and Blue Soda have un- 

veiled their respective collec- 

tions composed of summer 
wearables spruced up with some of 
the most unlikely accessories, in 
colors as basic as white and taupe, 
to shades as radical as "ancient" or- 
ange. 

Now on its 14th year, the clothing company 
was one of several top local and foreign 
brands that participated in the recent Philip- 
pine Fashion Week at the Glorietta Activity 
Area. A number of pieces in the ladies’ line 
stood out. What we found more exciting, 
though, were the men’s wear, especially the 
way they were spruced up and put together 
by the show's stylists. 

Fringed belts and sashes matched with 
Capri pants cinched at the hem for men, 
striped knitted tops paired with berets and 
bonnets for women and, believe it or not, bo- 
hemian-inspired dresses and sleeveless tops 


Sod 
it’s 
women- 
only 


Pink Soda, 


quenched 


accented with men's ties and net-like shawls i 
that draped the hips, among other attention- the fashion 
grabbing accessories. 


thirst of 
Wearable chic Ns 


The collection also featured striped knitted RTW fans 
tops for her, "enzyme" washed jeans for him 
and dresses made of light and comfortable 
materials fit for the sultry season. Colors 
ranged from various shades of blue—from in. 
digo to turquoise—green, sand, camel and 
taupe. 

“Actually, the concept of Pink Soda is the 
mixing and matching of the clothes. We de- 
signed clothes that are casual but chic. 
Clothes that Filipinos would actually wear, 
Jun Trinidad, Pink Soda's chief in-house 
designer said. 

But as far as Blue Soda is concerned, 
summers “official” color is ancient or- 
ange, a shade that's neither tangerine 
nor carrot, which was evident in the 
men’s collection, It will take a confi- 
dent man with loads of attitude to get 
away with the brands garment- 
washed jersey and kaftan-like shirts. 

But wearable staples also abound in 
the form of linen shirts, canvas 
jeans and cropped denim and car- 
Zo pants. 

Blue Soda's chief in-house de- 
signer Jonathan Alegre reinterpreted 
the classic checkered-print shirt 
through layering, thus giving it a 
trendier twist. Men will have no 
choice but to hit the gym if they 
want to give justice to the brand's { (44 
mix of ite, sleeveless shirts, hand- VA 
painted poplin tops and “ancient” 
denims. 

Alegre also panders to the more matur. 
markets penchant to look younger by using 
sun visors and handkerchiefs to rework ot 
erwise basic pieces, For the more conservative 
man, the show also featured shirts and tees in 
earth colors such as beige, fatigue and brow 


counterpart 


TROPICAL 
STAPLES. 
Cropped pants 
and cotton shirts 


AVARIATION 
of the 
guayabera in. 


tried to fuse fashion with practicality in his 
designs. 

"We give emphasis to art, but Filipinos are 
now more open to radical designs,” Trinidad 
added. “What makes our collections different 
from others is they're actually wearable. Our 
designs may be more daring, but we still keep 
an eye out for the basics.” 

"The twin fashion show was a male event up 
to the very end. Temperatures rose as several 
hard bodies paraded on the ramp clad in ei- 
ther blue terrycloth bathrobes or bath towels 

during the finale, It didn't come as a surprise 
when the men later stripped to their 
skimpy white briefs before quickly exit- 
ing the ramp. 
Hmmm, were those hot items—the 
underwear, we mean—for sale as 
well? 


E-mail the authors at avergara@in- 
quirercom.ph 


AUDREY 


Masculine 

“Brown isn't only masculine but also goes 
with almost anything,” said Alegre. "Our de 
signs are edgy yet ideal for everyday wear’ 

1 combined orange and black in shirts 10 
add a certain degree of funkiness. Aside from 
ancient orange, we call our blue dark electri 
blue.” 

Both Trinidad and Alegre traveled and did 
their research abroad before coming up wi! 
their respective collections. The men's } 
may he a hit radical for conservative Fil 


Tan, Pink 
Soda's 
signature 
model and 
Rep. Miguel 
Zubiri's 
special girl, 


К 


denims and chocolate brown works, thanks to 
orangey accents on the cotton knit top. 


Yos casas 
PRINTED blue tee, cropped pants 
cinched at hem fora take on sweat 


—— a 


in basic 
cotton 
blouse and 
low-rise 
denims. 


CROPPED pants and cotton knit top UNCOVERED! 


THE THE that binds 
D 


[ 
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OSANNE Prieto 
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Fashion addict 
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„е hooked. 


yw.addictmobile.com 


hie 1 ie fes 
Finally arrived, 


introducing Addict Mobile. a 


‘The advanced multimedia-powered GSM service from SMART that takes your addictions 
past the edge and back = on a sense-shattering thrill ride. Addict Mobile lets you receive 
Instant custom content on news, sports, shopping, entertainment, health and fitness, 
travel and mare with virtually no effort. 


Just imagine It. Your needs. Your gravings Your desires, Pushed directly to your mobile 
phone, minus the clutter from stuff you don't want! iut 


Elenin, 


the g 


SPORTS Basketball ^; NBA. PBA А ШААР # Football братан? 
Primere Liga + Englleh.Pelmelere League » UEFA Champions League 
* Baseball * Motorsports Pi» Superbike * Extreme Sports « Golf 
HEALTH & FITNESS * Plates + Yoga * Weight Training.» Candiavesculen. 
* FASHION & ENTERTAINMENT * Dining «Eventa + Movies » Music ; 
+ TV Schedules * NEWS + TRAFFIC UPDATES « SEX & ROMANCE 
+ JOB FINDER + TRAVEL + HARDWARE * Cars • Audio and Video 
Equipment’ * Mobile Phones + Computers.» CONSOLE GAMING + 
Playatation * Xbox + Nintendo Gamecube 


Addict Mobile's MMS Info on Demand service platform takes multimedia messaging to 
new heights ~ providing you with Images, music, and sound clips. for an. 
Immersive experience like no other! Mind you, what you see Isn't even half of what the 
service can do, and you can bet there's even more on the way. " iut 


MMS Info on Demand for à 
low as P5:00 per download! 


Que E 


Who says you can't have it your way? With Addict Mobile, you can! 


Addict Mobile fully customizable, giving you the freedom to create a service environment 

“thats centered exclusively on your addictions. So if you're a basketball addict, you receive 
content like the latest game scores, news, schedules and highlights without the fuss! 
Whats more, you can reconfigure your system settings anytime, granting you complete 
control over the content you can receive from Addict Mobile, 


" 


' Ө » nis 


P1,335 |P1,995 | P2,66s | P3.500 


» Applicable only to Аб Mobile-ta-SMART or Addict Mobilo-to-Addict Mobilo cals. 3, 


їп addition to your Free Minutes, your Addict Mobile plan also Includes à 
‘monthly Maximum Consumable allocation for SMS, MMS and GPRS usagel Now, you 
can let afl your addictions take you even higher. 


BOO mas ess goos sean 


SMS Messaging 
MMS Messaging 

SMS info On Demand 
MMS Info On Demand 
MMS Personalization 


AGPRS (per xb) 


‘Your Maximum Consumable allocation allows you to send, access or download at no extra 
charge. Should you exceed your monthly allocation, you will be charged fees that. 
Sorrespond to the services you avalied, A detailed breakdown of your avallments will 
appear in your next billing statement, 


Ai VP 

Quee yora High, 

tharos vim corning dav 
Addict Mobile knows exactly what you want, and gives you exactly what you need, 
ДЫ tne latest technological advancements vo strengthen the bonds 
between you and your addictions. So while every mobile service talks about you 
etting th touch with others, only Addict Mobile encourages you to get 
ive with yourself. 


Addict Mobile: Get Hooked. 


POWERED BY 


| 


| 
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SLEEVELESS tank top in cotton-stretch 
fabric (P398), denim skirt in vintage look 
with frayed hem (P405), messenger's 
bagin tan suede (Р875). 


TANK top with floral gel 
print (P428), denim 
summer shorts (PA45), 
ladies’ backpack in red and 
black (P310) 


“SURFERS tee" in cotton-stretch 
fabric (P448), corduroy summer 
shorts in cotton-stretch material 


(P788) 


Union of style and sense 


Text by Cheche V. Moral SEM i 
beh х = Unionbay 


О you love imported stuff, 
looove it so much that you've 
blown your entire kitty on a 

single piece of pricey imported — B 

clothing one time too many. Youve ht 

braved flea markets—okay, икау у ҮП 
ukay—just to have a piece of covet- 

ed designer togs, never mind if the 

clothes have been worn by сот. pê 

plete strangers in other corners of 

the globe. 

But, hey, мете not judging you. That can 
only mean you want a taste of the good life, 
and you like to stand out. 

Now here's the deal, How about filing your 

wardrobe with “Stateside” goodies to your 

heart's content without going for broke? And У 

how about doing this in the cool air-condi- 3 

tioned comforts of the mall? (Because the 

last thing you would want to do in this sum- 

mer heat is to fight your way through the 

throngs of ukay-ukay shoppers, sgh?) 

Best thing is, the goodies in question 

are — never-before-owned-or-used. the dollar 

Dream on, you say? Think again. 

Hip Seattle, Washington-based 
ү label Unionbay has come to the 
N Philippines to satiate your cravings FULL-button polo in 100% 

M i for high-quality imported apparel. i cotton plaid (P600), cargo 

FULL-button polo in 100% | #% Unionbay brings with it the style and shorts in brushed cotton 

cotton plaid (P600), loose- spirit of youth that has made it an American twill fabric (P665), cap with 

fit shorts in brushed favorite for over two decades. And yes, it has ‘ , Unionbay logo (P248) 
cotton-twill fabric (P545), left its dollar price tag in its home base so you 

cap (P125) won't feel intimidated about coming to its 

stores to ty on the clothes. The only way to go 
from the dressing room is the checkout 
i counter 
dx Its initial offering this summer is comprised 
of cool cottons, canvas, cords and denims. 
For girls, Unionbay has floral gel-print 
tanks and ruffled tops, sleeveless tees 
and collared shirts. Knowing girls 
nowadays can't live without several 
3ood pairs, it has quite a selection of 
low-rise jeans, with skirts in canvas 
and frayed-edge denims as great al- 
ternatives. Shorts go way up, up 
and up—best to show off those 
tanned, toned gams. 
Logo-print cotton tees and roomy 
plaid shirts are the way to go for COTTON tee with screen print 
guys in this heat. There are denim design (P398), relaxed-fit pants in 
Jeans and cargo shorts with multi- hardware wash and brown tint 
ple pockets for those techie toys (P998),cap with UB logo (P125) 
guys can't leave home without. 
Unionbay also has its own collec- 
4 tion of accessories like bags, caps, ReneS 
socks and billfold to complement the MALU PESINA SUFERHALLANO ROBINSON SINS 
clothes PAMPANGA WTH OUTLETS AT ROYAL SPORTING HOUSE 
Forget about finding stuffy leather jack- RAA CINTIA CEBU RENAL MALL ANDRCBRGONE I 

ets or coats with fur trims like you would [PTA STA ROSAND PAPANGA 

in the ukay-ukay. Not in this weather 

you won't! At Unionbay, its sensi 

ble dressing with the right 

amount of the now thrown in. 

And, sure, a taste of what 

our D.C. counterparts 


fiie rit 


come with 


price tag 


SLEEVELESS polo in lilac linen (P728), low-rise pants in corduroy- 
stretch fabric (P1,208), blue back pack (P808) 


RED cotton tee 
with photo-printed 
leaf design (P398), 
maxi-loose pants in 
dark lightweight 

denim (PI O18) men's backpack (P555) 


COTTON tee with skateboarders print (P398), 
cargo shorts in soft denim (P350), blue/gray 
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For feedback, text us at (0919)880-33-54 or email us at pr. cee a 


RETRO IN THE 

== METRO. Gregg. 
Centeno's take 
onan 
Emmanuelle 
Mafille photo is a j ө с 
black brocade || winners and finalists . 
coatdress, with : оз they hit he camp, 

ê satin accents on f. Discover whats hot and 

} } thecollarandthe Ё hip, cool and 

cuffs. Pillbox hat Я 

with oversized 

Ў fauxflowersisa 
throwback to the 
50s. 


Text by Alex Y. Vergara 
Photos by Chito Vecina 


art, perhaps not in another 

100 years. Despite the great 
amount of time, effort and creativi- 
ty put into it by every designer, 
purists will not accept fashion as 
art in the truest sense of the word. 

So its no wonder that even the late great 
Filipino designer Ramon Valera, who revolu- 
tionized Philippine fashion in the golden age 
of the 1950s, has yet to earn a place among 
the country's National Artists. 

Valera’s heirs and other great Filipino de- 
signers need not despair. They don't have an 
exclusive franchise to being discriminated 
against, Even the biggest names in European 
fashion haven't been spared. 

Seasoned designer Lulu Tan Gan is well 
aware of this. "For some reason, fashion is 
considered by some people not as art, but at 
best a form of commercial art." 


Е ASHION will never pass off as 


Untiring chair 

Rather than wait for the long overdue 
recognition, which may never come at all, the 
indefatigable chair of the Fashion Designers’ 
Council of the Philippines has samething up 
her knitted sleeves. She recently teamed up 
with Frenchman Philippe Normand, director 
of Alliance Francaise, to organize a photo ex- 
hibit-cum-fashion event on May 2, 8 p.m., at 
the Greenbelt fountain area. The event is 
billed “Visions 01: Paris-Manille.” 

“This event is like no other,” says Normand. 
“Its the first of its kind in Alliance Frangaise's 
history in the Philippines, and probably in its 
counterparts elsewhere in the world. It won't 
be your usual fashion show, but it will be a 
fashion installation.” 

As the French government's cultural arm in 
the country, Alliance Francaise has been 
based in Manila since the 1920s. 


LGHT/D2 


UNLAWFUL ENTRY. Jesus Lloren (inspired 
by Daniel Stier’s photo) breaks the gender 
barrier with a “pantskirt” The earth-colored 
half skirt comes with slits and the single 
trouser leg is as straight as the man who 
wears it. For the first time in his modeling 
career, Paolo wears a pair of panty hose. “It 
feels weird,” he says. 


(тһе Blue Mountains | 

Ми + BEAUTY “RELATOR 
E | TAKE YOUR PICK. 

nan miki ite? sun eA оза You can help choose the next MTV VJ! Cast your vote through your Smart or Talk ‘N Text Cellphone! 
MERCURY cme || 


OOT SPA MEDICINE & COMPLETE 
НЕЛЫН CENTER MASSAGE SERVICES 


1833-3337 „шо 


TO REGISTER TO VOTE 


Туре MIWJREG «spece><nicname><epace><oge><space><ser> and send io 688 Тура MIVVJVOTEcspace><exac! namo ofthe VJ> and send to 688 


For questions, comments or concerns, you may call the SMART Hotline Н 
ion) er viet the SMART Wirete 
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LIFESTYLE 
PRETTY WOMAN. Frederick Peralta (inspired — "^ eS ae 


FA 
N a, bY Christian Lesemann's photo) dresses Niña as b 
WM astreetwalkerin a trench coat with red faux fur 
М trim and hot pants made of stretch cashmere 
\ with shredded glittery threads. Thigh-high 
à, boots, beaded cummerbund and red beret add 
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Parisian flavor. 


From page DI 

‘The exhibit will feature more than a dozen 
or so fashion photographs by eight France- 
based lensmen, such as Daniel Stier, Em- 
manuelle Mafille, Francois Roussezu and 
Camille Vivier, among others. The collection 
of photographs has been traveling the world 
over for several months now. 


Radical element 

Not content with the striking photos of 
models set against various urban backdrops, 
the duo added a radical element to the mix "to 
make the pictures come alive.” 

Тап Gan tapped colleagues in and out of 
FDCP and assigned them to draw inspiration 
from the clothes featured in a photo or two by 
a particular photographer, 

How? By coming up with their respective 
takes—from the clothes down to the models’ 
looks in the photographs. As if coming up 
with several pieces of clothes with a certain 
attitude weren't enough, the designers had to 
factor in the various cityscapes and the re- 
spective moods they evoke in the pho- 
tographs. 

“The concept of fashion and photography 
has evolved through the decades,” says Tan 
Gan. “From the 1950s up until the last 
decade, the focus had been usually on the 
clothes and the mannequins who wore them. 
With the onset of the 21st century, however, а 
growing number of photographers has begun 
resorting to panoramic shots to capture the 
clothes as well as the background.” 

The show's director, Ariel Lozada, and its 
stylist, Michael Salientes, will do away with 
the de rigueur ramp for a good reason. To 


ed by François Rousseau's photos) picked the 
making it complete.” He snipped parts of a 


SCISSOR-HAPPY SUIT, Vittorio Barba (inspire 
concept of “having something incomplete and 


achieve a more “exhibit” feel, models in their 
deconstructed finery will mingle with the au- 
dience and pose next to the photos that in- 
spired the clothes. 

After а two-week run at the Greenbelt 
fountain area, the photographs will be moved 
to Alliance Française in Bel Air Il, Makati. But 
why not hold the photo-fashion exhibit within 
an air-conditioned gallery or the ballroom of 
one of Manila's five-star hotels? 

"Interest in the arts has hardly trickled 
down to the masses because most events are 
held in posh venues,” says Tan Gan. “It’s high 
time we stop making art exhibits elitist or 
high-brow events by staging them in more ac- 
cessible venues free of charge. The Greenbelt 
fountain area is a perfect venue.” 

Tan Gan chose from a broad range of de- 
signers to make sure that the clothes wouldn't 
clash or cancel each other out. The group is a 
good mix of young and industry veterans with 
their respective styles and strengths: Jesus 
Loren, Ivarluski Aseron, Joey Samson, Gregg 
Centeno, Frederick Peralta, Vittorio Barba, 
Arcy Gayatin and Mich Dulce. 

“Theyre all my friends so you figure out 
which designer belongs to what decade," says 
Tan Gan, with a hearty laugh. “If anything, the 
clothes will celebrate the diversity of the design- 
ers as well as the diversity of the photographs.” 
Allin the name of pure and simple art. 


For inquiries, call Alliance Française at 895- 
7441/895-7585 


Email the author at avergaraQinquir- 
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coat—a flea-market find—to reveal Paolo's blue tank top and paisley tie, No shirts and collar, 


thank you. 
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Knit queen Lulu Тап 
Gan and the Alliance 
Frangaise are teaming 
up in an interactive 
exhibit of photographs 
and haute couture 


LITTLE GIRL LOST, Mich Dulce (inspired by 
Morgane Le Gal's photo) designs an A-line 
denim skirt draped with white-and-pink 
gingham cloth and coffee-stained gauze. 
Deconstructed blouse has aright sleeve 
doubling asa long glove. 


FLEUR DE LIS. Arcy Gayatin (inspired by Camille Vivier's photo) 
designs a black stretched jersey dressed with a vest made of tulle and 
‘embroidered with strings and tiny ribbons. 


Cennetoglu's 
(proto) gets his 
spiration from 

tuxedoed Charlie 
Chaplin and 
mannish Marlene 
Dietrich for this 
reversed woo! 
tuxedo with extra 
long sleeves, 
draped coattail 
and dozens of big 
buttons; dark 
wool skirt over 
leggings made of 
rouched chiffon: 


ciones 
JESUS LLOREN VARLUSKIASERON, 
OEY SAMSON. GREGG CENTENO. 

FREDERICA PERALTA VITTORIO BARBA. 
ACT GATATIN ANO HICH DULCE 


FAR MAKEUP AND STYLING: 
CHECHELJOSON 


морах 
МАА NAVAL AND PAOLO PARAS 


VENUE 
 ALUANCERANCASE 


MODERN-DAY LEGIONNAIRE. Ivarluski Aseron (inspired by Marcus 
Jans’ photo) goes for the French military look with this loose 
chocolate brown satin blouse with bias tapes and leg of mutton 
sleeves. Black and brown pants shows ruching on both sides. 


I PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER == n 


FRIDAY APRIL 25,2003 | LOSQLIFESTYLE . 
Г Liz on your, 
summier list: 


PAINTED sunsets, photo images clude stretch cross-hatch, sand- 
and batik blues form this season's blasted and piece dyed denim; 
major inspirations for the fashion pigment-printed _ lightweight 
label Liz Claiborne Collection. twill, sandwashed silk Fuji, yarn- 

For LizSport, inspiration istak- dyed corded striped and embroi- 
en from the 1940s with its utili- dered cotton lawn. 
tarian-inspired details mixed 142 Claiborne Collection, LizS- 
with feminine touches port, Liz&Co. and Lizwear are in 

‘The '50 drives the Liz&Co. line missy and petite size ranges with 
with soft, stylish, comfort dressing selected styles also, in woman's 
in washed linens this summer. size. Available at Liz Claiborne 

Lizwear echoes the utilitarian stores located at the Shangri-La 
mood of the other Liz Claiborne Mall Edsa and at the Glorietta 4, 
lines, but with fabrics that in- Ayala Center, Makati. 


BATIK blue sarong skirt 


Tempted 
to have 
an affair 


DEAR Tita Dulce, 

My husband and 1 are both nurses. We 
worked in the same hospital until two 
years ago when he went abroad to work. 
He left because of financial pressures from 
his family. 

Last year I moved to another hospital 
where there was an opening in a depart- 
ment I liked. There 1 became close to 
Joshua, my husband's former classmate. 

А few months lat- 
er, I realized I was 


LIVE AND failing in love with 
him. When I told him 
Let Live about my feelings, he 
said he didn’t want 
to fall in love with me 
because my husband 
was his friend. He 
said that even if he 
wanted to love me, 
he could not because 
‘Twas married. 
Tita Dulce When my husband 
came home for vaca- 

п, I thought my feelings for Josh would 
disappear, but they did not. 1 wanted to tell 
my husband about it, but I could not. 

‘Josh has begun seeing other girls, That 
hurts me and makes me wonder why I love 
Josh when 1 still love my husband. I know 
this is unfair to my husband. I don't want to 
lose him. Please help me. 

IN A DILEMMA 


When we love a person, we also feel a need 
for that person. So, if you love both Josh and 
your husband, then you need both of them. 

But which one do you love or need more? 
When we are torn berween two choices it is 
because each choice is imperfect, or one 
would have advantages over the other, Our 
tendency, then, is to pick both because togeth- 
er they meet all our needs. 

Perhaps that is how Josh and your husband 
are to you: each can give you someting that 
the other cannor. Joshua is here, not abroad i 
like your husband, so he is accessible and on great se lections 


available whenever you are lonely. But Josh Get a chance to 
can't give you a marriage, which your hus- р А p ri || 1 - з о 
band can. 
Perhaps your husband's working abroad 
has created a void in your life, and you see 
Josh as someone to fill that void. That's unfair 


to both Joshua and your husband. One-Hour зе тераа Каана" 
Your best choice із to stick to your husband i ICE SK ATING / å تا‎ 
and your marriage. You won't have a perfect à i 


life but, then, who does? The biggest imper- me ч 
fection in your life now is your husband's long 1 : » Х \ with purchase 
absences, But that's neither a permanent nor 2 of selected brands. 
a hopeless condition. Ё 
Tell your husband what risks your marriage 
faces because he is often away. Tell him that 
because he is married, his primary duty now 5 
is not to provide funds for his parents or sib- ? 
lings butto care for his spouse and nurture his "We've got it all for you! [DEPAR’ MENT STORE| 


marriage. Convince him it is best that he come 


home for gond sooner than later. AWAPO + MANATI + CUBAO + Ш » ШЕ MESA + ORTIGAS « LAS PINAS « BACOOR > FAIRVIEW + MANILA + ШШШ “ILO + CEBU + ММ CAGAYAN OE ORO + BICUTAN 


GBANKARD’ 


Shop usps: d 
Convert To ^ >° 


Bankard PEP Installment Anytime, 
In One, Easy Phone Call! 5, 
Just Dial 888-1-888. \ 


Hung up on high revolving interest rates? Bankard gives you the freedom to pay 
for anything, from tuition and other school needs to vacation packages to home improvement 
and car repair bills, and convert any or all of your purchases 
to Bankard PEP Installment anytime in one, easy phone call! 


Enjoy even lower PEP Installment rates from April 21-June 30, 2003.* 


Malayan Insurance * RCBC * Grepalife « Pacific Plans * House of Investments * RCBC Bankard * AY Foundation * Honda Cars Quezon City, Manila, Caloocan + 
pa ay. 


alt Manta" EE Corporation © Papen Institute of Tecnology and ТЇ other companies Working эз опе to better serve our komers Y GC Yuenengeo Group о! Companies 


TOGETHER WE CAN DO MORE For YOU. 


wwwyge.com. 
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Wear a garden on your face 


OSMETIC royalty Estée Lauder's H 
e ( face for spring is called Pure Eden, MAKEOVER 3 Pure Eden evokes images 
i less by the Gar of H H 
Eden in the OM Testament, А fame 9| | of sunlight, fruits and blossoms 
A“. range of warm pinks and delicate greens is 
accented by touches of orchid and yellow. 


The overall effect conjures images of sun- Kinny Salas EAT Abb YOU GAN 


b <a light and dew, ripe fruit and gorgeous blos- 
WAN soms, Green, pink and yellow eye shadows ROAST DUCK BUFFET 
“ЙУ and nude or sheer lips are all the rage. Face: Pure Eden Blush Petals limited 
“tyes: Pure-color eye shadow (P930 edition). A potpourri of loose blush “petals” à 
1.8 each) in Lemon Drop, a refreshing yellow; surrounds a fower heart af highligh, нн ШИТ dhs. 
X Mint Ice—mint green; Orchid—lilac pink; _ Lips: Pure color lipstick (P880) in Pure hin m 
{| and Serpent—a lush leafy green, which is Eden-lilac mauve; and Antique . _ Hua Lan Chinese Cuisine 
„да also the star color. I personally love the — Rose—mauve rose. Jupiter St. near cor. Reposo, Makati City Tel. Nos. 896-7828/895-1681 
wa a Lemon Drop as it gives a bright-eyed fresh Pure Color Crystal Lipstick (P880) has KUNSTEN 
look. WEAR) ЕЗ 1190 AM-20M. 30Р EXPE 


BIES} 


A 


Globe revs up your summer with INSTANT FREEBIES every time you e-Load 
., Globe Prepaid credits or buy a Globe Prepaid Hi-Memory SIM at Shell Select. 


Run over to participating Shell Select outlets and enjoy these FREE summer perks now! 


ў 


É 
Hs 
& 5 


With P250, P300 e-Load credits or SIM pack... With P500 е- оаа credits... 


A 


1 Nestlé Frizzy $ H 1 large Nestea iced tea р 
1 Jelly Pop / & 1 Tender Juicy Hotdog Sandwich j 
Lore „as making great things possible Gi be 6 | 


3 
Por DTI-NCR Permit No, 0801, Serles of 2003 
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F HO would have thought that blue 

colorful, trendy and oh so, fashion- 

able wear? Jags ultra-hip Summer Wear 

2003 at the Glorietta Activity Center a fort- 

ago proved that even jeans could defy 
typecasting. 

‘The show was both Broadway and Las Ve- 
gas, ballet and hip-hop, puppetry and ani- 
mé—an alchemy of East and West fashion. It 
featured top Filipino models led by Jo Ann 
Bitageol, and contestants in the Best Male 
and Female Model Search, Bim Cecilio and 
2tay Maristela. The Space Dolls, a dance 
group from Australia that has performed with 
Kylie Minogue, James Bond hypes and Ver- 
асе ramp shows, gave the show sponsored by 
Jag owners Wicky, Daisy and Bernardine Siy 
an international flavor. The Espino brothers 
choreographed and directed the show. 

Even though Jag' target audience is the 
young, sexy trendsetter, older types—indepen- 
dent, career-minded or bejeweled wom- 
‘en—could also wear the jeans with ease. Mature 


| ARIE ат ы 


HANDYMAN 
Metro Manila. 


HANDYMAN'S 
DO IT BEST 


EN A MOTHER'S DAY SPECIALS 


DIAMOND 


iD 


Wor and Garde 
GARDEN Gloves Ў 
P8 GREENERY “Superb grip 
Spc. Garden Tool Set 7 Sof and comfortable 
Reg. P8.75 2Seaniess iner 
BUY ONE - Safe for CL 
" jase, gardening 
MANUSOE : эрнин Searing, ishing” 


‘and wasie collection 
FORMULA 


duum. fj oti n P119 


flowers and plants Reg. P169.75 
- 200 grams E 7 


P72 


Reg. P79.75 


YATES 5 E d ‘st | DOIT BEST SPECIAL OFFER! 
Flower Seeds -ef Gamen Hose 

= Best for tropics AE E -Solid brass coupling 389 
“ideal for home - 3 T For light-duty use. P. 75 
gardens А СР Flexible & easy 


pec 
P27 packet 


-25 ft. x 5% 


GREENFIELD 

Extra Thick Heavy 

Duty Garden Hose 

UE x50 * Available only in Handyman's Do It Best Robinsons 
Metro East, Robinsons Place Sta. Rosa & Robinsons 
Stamils Pampanga 


GREENFIELD 
Planters Pot #5 
= Made of plastic 
material 
= Color. cotta. 
Flowers not included. 


GREENFIELD 
Planters Pot Base #5 


P10 


Reg. P1220 
* Other sizes also on sale LAMP POST 
ade of do cest 
TALON powder coated material 
z ‘aan 6 bovenas Gear 
Mie cuting path glasses designed for nea Tel 
T Hassie-tree € at wth Blow Case 
maintenance, Lof — Big & small trowels, 
по gatio needed bg & small 


TE P1,440 ED ТЕ rake, 
- Lightweight, easy , alastic sprayer, 


to maneuver Reg. P1,800 grass shears, 
г Sickie for grass cutting 


+ Robinsons Galleria + Robinsons Place Manila + Robinsons Place Novaliches « Waltermart Makati » Waltermart Violago • Alimall, Cubao * New Farmors 
Plaza, Cubao + Fairvie * Metropolis Star, Alabang + Riverbanks Center, Marikin: atann Recto * Malabon Citisquare 
: fall, Los Baños * Waltermart Calamba * Waltermart Carmona « Waltermart Dasmariñas « Waltermert General 
Mall, Bagulo * Magic Star, Танас + Mega Center, The Mall, 
Cabanatuan 
2 Robinsons Place Cebu • Robinsons Pi ойо = Gaisano City, Roxas * Gaisano Mall, Davao + 
Limketkai Center, Cagayan de Oro 


} Robinsons Starmills Pampanga * Robinsons Metro East + Robinsons Place Sta. Rosa Por OTENGR Pett Np. 095 Series of 2008 


FRIDAY, APRIL 25, 2003 


Jeans defy typecasting 


TEESAw 


Raul Teehankee p 


men also could just as easily slip into арай, prob- 
ably with a bold, big 750-cc bike as accessory. 

The styling and accessorizing during the 
catwalk presentation were innovative and 
original. Divided into four suites, the audience 
‘was easily drawn into the show's concept. 

The “Icon” suite focused on huge graphics 
and logos. “Rock Stars" featured Mick Jagger 
influences including the classic hit song "Sat- 
isfaction" and other rock and roll inspirations. 
Suite No. 3, “Punks,” was a throwback to the 
‘80s while the final suite was Japan Inc.-in- 
spired "Anna Wagashi," complete with obis, 
sashes, head gears and animé makeup. 

The Jag fashion show was all about wear- 
able clothes, artsy styling and entertainment! 

Jennifer Lopez, Linkin Park and The Corrs 
were part of the Jag Jeans’ music and style 
campaign and they were totally aware of 
‘what their choice was all about. 

We did a double shift after the show: first to 
Hard Rock Café to listen to the spins of Lon- 
don-based DJ Lisa Loud then the Dream Bar 
at 6750 for some Jose Cuervo tequila straight 
up, of course 


ANGELI Villanueva, Fritz Webb and Claudine 
Trillo 


А 


SINGER Karylle with dad, Dr. M. TatlongHari 


RTW designer Rhett Eala and Anton 
Leonado 


CAGER cum model. 
FAB singer Radha Bong Salvador 
Tinsay 


MODEL 2tay 
BERNARDINESiy Maristela 
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Wear a garden on your face 


From page El 

shimmer coating outside but the center 
is rich in color. The overall effect is 
fuller lips—Innocence (pearl pink) and 
Red Apple (fuchsia red). Pure Color 
gloss in Innocence (P770)—sheer and 
ultra shiny, contains Vitamins C and E 
to protect against free radical damage. 
Pure Color crystal gloss (P770) is a 
shimmer version of the PC gloss, The 
two colors are Lemon Pop and Raspber- 
zy Pop. 

Nails: Antique Rose and Silk (limited 
edition), while available all-year round 
is Crystal Opaline—sheer mother of 
pearl, priced at P630 each. 


Flawless skin 

Estée Lauder has also launched its 
state-of-the-art So Ingenious liquid 
foundation SPF 8 with loose powder 
(P1,550 each) and Foundation Powder 
Compact (P1,700/refill and P720 for 
compact). 

What makes this line so great is that 


it adjusts to any weather and skin type. 
Tt hydrates dry spots but controls oil on. 
‘PZone areas. The line uses the Quadra 
Color technology enabling it to adjust 
to any lighting. The powder foundation 
has a dual-sided sponge for full cover- 
age and touch-ups. It serves as pressed 
powder as well. The tricky part is find- 
ing the perfect shade. 

Three shades blended well with the 
color of my face but I chose the lightest 
one, first making sure that there was no 
discrepancy in color between my neck 
and face. 

Tip: Pick the lightest one that blends 
into your jaw line during the summer, 
as oils and sweat tend to make founda- 
tion darker. The light shade is sure to 
blend in during the colder months as 
well, so you won't need to buy a new 
shade. ч 

This, by far, is my favorite Estée 
Lauder foundation due to the wide 
range of shades and performance on 
skin regardless of change in season, 


weather and lighting. 

With powder compact, more touch- 
ups are needed for summer but the ef- 
fect is not cake-like and oil production 
is controlled. During colder months, 1 
only touch up олсе or twice the entire 
day. These days, three to four touch-ups 
do the job. 

Want makeup that lightens/bright- 
ens and prevents your face and neck 
from darkening? Estée has the powder 
foundation and protective base for that, 
too. Its newest breakthrough is the 
Whitelight EX Extra Brightening Pow- 
der Foundation SPF 24/PA+. The 
wet/dry formula does not look or feel 
heavy on the skin unlike most makeup 
with high sun protection properties. It 
makes the skin look dewy, healthy and 
flawlessly bare and even-toned as if you 
have nothing to hide. Pigmentation and 
sunspots are covered. 

Make sure you get your right shade 
though or all this is in vain. Cost: 
P1,950 powder refill and P720 for com- 
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pact. 

As most people suffer from darker 
necks as they don't clean them as often 
as the face, shopping for foundation be- 
comes an ordeal. Well, Estée has taken 
care of that, too, with Whitelight Extra 
Brightening Protective Base SPF 30, 50 
ml at P2,200. This has a sheer mauve 
tint that neutralizes sallowness and 
makes skin look brighter. 

Just apply loose powder on top and 
you are all set. Face and neck are even 
toned. SPF 30 is needed for stronger 
sun protection. This base is great for the 
face, too, and may be used as a primer 
under Powder Foundation SPF 24 or 
any other foundation, 

‘The Whitelight series has skin care, 
of course, but that’s another article. 
Watch out for my face brighten- 
ing/lightening article, where I will re- 
view products with different prices. 


Estée Lauder products are exclusively 
distributed by Rustan's. 


ÍNINE West Safari style 


Seasonless 
colors for 
_ footwear 


i 
t S cording to Nine West, has 
a new “back to basics” | 


authenticity in the use of natu- 
ral leathers and materials, as 
well as nature-inspired acces- 
sories. 

The Safari style is defined by rustic 
handcrafted elements, wild prints 
and tribal details. The streets of San 
Francisco provide the impetus for 
“pretty hippy,” combining bohemian 
style with handerafted feminine de- 
tails. New metallic leathers and met- 
al treatments add an artisan-like 
quality to both day and evening style. 
Decoration and embellishment draw 
their ethnic flavor from the exotic 
markets and bazaars of Morocco. 

Spring's earthy palette is a range of 
seasonless colors that are drawn from 
the natural landscapes of the world. ! 

Stores Specialists Inc. is the autho- 
rized distributor of Nine West. Its 
shops are located at Greenbelt 3, Glo- 
rietta 3, Alabang Town Center, SM 
Megamall, Robinsons Place Manila, 
Robinsons Galleria, Shangri-La 
1 Plaza, Festival SuperMall, The Power 
Plant Mall, Ayala Center Cebu, Rus- 
tan’s Makati, Rustan’s Tower, Rus- 
tams Cubao and Rustan's Harrison 
Plaza. 


PRING 2003 fashion, ac- 


Now you can cover gray hair quickly and easily! 
Bigen Speedy! 
* Get your new hair color in just 10 minutes! 
+ Applies easily and effectively with the unique, 
dual-purpose comb/brush 
With 6 natural herb extracts for extra care 
* Re-usable tube containers make it very economical 
+ Available in 7 exciting colors 


NINE West Spring 2003 collection 
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Freebies and toons “уз | 
in RDS promo 


ROBINSONS Depart- Robinsons Place Ermi- Robinsons Place Sta. ГЕ M 
ment Store (RDS) ta and May 24 at Rosa. mà G 
shines the spotlight on. 
popular cartoon char- 
acters with "Character. 
Fest,” which runs until 
May 15. 


nê E" | Go places this summer. 


wide selection of 
items featuring the 
toon characters—per- 
sonal care products, 
plastic ware, carpets, 
dinnerware, gifts, 
novelty items, appar- 
el, sunglasses, school 
bags, swimsuits, toys, 
underwear, hair acces- 
sores, board games 
and bikes. Choose 
among Garfield, Bar- 


пі 
the Powerpuff Girls, 
А customer who 
makes a minimum 
singe receipt pur- 
chase of any Disney 
item worth P500 will 
get a free Disney 
posten while Р500 
worth of any Barbie 
item gets a free fun 
necklace. A necklace 
comes with a Р500 
single receipt pur- 
chase of a Garfield 
item. Puzzles will be 
given to those with a 
minimum single re- 
ceipt purchase of P300 
of either a Powerpuff 
or Looney Tunes item. 
RDS is holding a 
“Meet and Greet” ac- 
tivity with Barbie on 
April 27 at Robinsons 
Place Sta, Rosa. A sim- 
Паг activity with 
Garfield will be held 
today at Robinsons 
Starmill Pampanga, 
May 3 at Robinsons 
Galleria, May 10 at 


m SOY Ss 


[reve 


gi Bracelets 
E Mens’ Short 


Sleeves Floral 
Polo 


. Slippers „ДСУ P, 


ГА 


Floral Spaghetti 
с Spandex Top 


Floral Pencil 
\ Case and Pens 
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HOME GALLERY. The second-floor hall leading to the bedrooms features paintings by Filipino 
FLORENTINE inspirations include soft yellow walls tiled roofs and concrete white pillars and gutters. and Dutch artists. 


Florentine outside, Filipino inside 


Text by Alex Y. Vergara 
Photos by Chito Vecina 


HILE leafing through a 
glossy interior design 
mag several years ago, 


Paul Cornelissen’s attention was 
riveted to a two-story house in Flo- 
rence with huge double doors, 
plenty of windows and light yellow 
walls set off by tiled roofs, concrete 
white pillars and gutters. 

Thus, when Cornelissen, a furniture de- 
signer and manufacturer, and his wife Gela 

i began building their dream home south of 

$, Metro Manila over three years ago, the Flo- 
rentine dwelling became their primary source 
of inspiration for the exterior. 

‘The home's interiors, however, are a differ- 
ent story. Like a typical Filipino house, the 
first floor is built around an indoor lanai-cum- 
living room with a view of Paul's office, the 
family room, dining area and kitchen. White 
granite tiles reflect the light, and windows 
and sliding doors abound to allow.the sun- 
shine in. 

‘Without a doubt, the lanai is the family's fa- 
vorite space in the house. Not only is it spa- 
cious, the view it offers is a world away from. 
the hustle and bustle of Metro Manila, 

“We feel so safe and peaceful here," says 
Gela of the lanai. "It’s my favorite place next 
to the bedroom where 1 curl up and read or 
swap stories with my husband.” 

Behind the lanai, where the latest furniture 
pieces from the family-owned Far East Furni- 
ture are showcased, is a swimming pool, and 
beyond the hedges is a shallow creek whose 
banks are planted to several mango trees 
Come evening, a powerful light installed in 
the Cornelissen garden is beamed directly toa 
mango tree across the creek. 


Symmetrical 

"This house is very symmetric," says Paul. 
"Almost every area or room here comes in 
two. The floor area is basically a square cut in- 
to several little squares." 

With the exception of the centrally located 
lanai area, Paul's office is situated opposite 
the kitchen, while the family room is parallel 
to the dining area across the hall. Even the 
grand staircase by the huge foyer—think Cap- 
tain Von Тарр Austrian villa in “The Sound 
of Music’—leading to the hall-cum-private 
gallery comes in two. 

‘The hall features a number of impressionist 
and abstract paintings by Filipino and Dutch 
artists. Paul, a native of the Netherlands, first 
stepped foot in the country back in the mid 
1970s on a buying trip. He met and fell in love 
with Gela, a former singer in one of Metro 
Manila's five-star hotels, sometime in the mid 
1980s. The pair has been blessed with two 
kids, Alec, 7, and Megan 6. 

“This country has wonderful craftsmen,” 
says Paul, who has chosen to stay and build a 
forniture factory in Pampanga for the world 
market. “The Filipino creativity is second to 
none in the region. I consider the Philippines 
the Italy of Asia." 

Since the property is built on a sloping hill, 
the area where the lanai is located is actually 
the second floor, and the hall leading to the 
three bedrooms, the third floor. How lucky 
can the family’s guests get! Two identical gue- 
strooms, behind the house and directly below 
the lanai, face the swimming pool. 

"We love to entertain people,” says Gela. 
"We have plenty of friends and family from 
abroad who visit us regularly. To allow them 
more privacy, we've provided them separate 
access to the guestrooms.” 


White and peach 
Almost every wall in the house is painted 
white except for the TV room and the dining 

area, where a lighter shade of peach rules. 1876 — 
‘The effort was deliberate. ete Town Center * Shangri-La Plaza 
“We wanted the interiors to be as clear and ы " м mall The Podium, SM Keppel 
ав uncluttered as possible to allow our furni- 
ture pieces to shine,” says Paul. The family's 
featured pieces, hy the way, are like a move- 
FLORENTINE F2 


зо « Ayala Cebu. 
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‘THE WHITE family room with a huge dark sofa that doubles as a day THE DINING room features old European prints and furniture pieces SPACIOUS kitchen with island counter 
made of native woven materials that follow the contours of Western breakfast nook. 


Florentine outside, Filipino inside 


From page Fl E ^ > ш <= 
able feast. Since Paul is in the furniture biz, 

his home has become an extension of his 

showroom at the Power Plant Mall called 

Corvelli. 

‘These days, the family showcase is all- 
white, set off by several throw pillows and re- 
volving chairs in zebra prints. At the center is 
а huge stained coffee table featuring various 
knickknacks from Europe. 

Italian influences spill over to include 
Venetian masks and lamps with a series of sil- 
ver-painted dangling metal. A series of black- 
and-white photos of Paris and New York set 
against a white wall complements the baby 
grand nearby. 

“I make ita point to change the furniture in 
the lanai at least once a year,” says Paul. “It’s 
an ideal way of sharing with our guests a 
glimpse of whats to come.” 

If only for the changeable furniture pieces 
and the infectious laughter of precocious chil- 
dren, a weekend stay with the Cornelissens is 
worth the trip. 


r that doubles as the family's 


Email the author at avergara@inguir- 
ercom.ph 


PHOTO of a pen-and-ink drawing of 
Napoleon Bonaparte in Paul's office is one of 


his favorites. The two clocks show the time in room is composed of twin white sofas with zebra-printed throw pillows and revolving chairs. Most of the 
Manila and Amsterdam. furniture pieces found in this home are available at Corvelli, Power Plant Mall. 
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THE CORNELISSENS: Alec, Paul, Megan and Gela 


ALEC'S bedroom with a steel-framed bed big enough for his parents. MEGAN'S bedroom, with a four-poster bed with diaphanous canopy, is as girl as it c 
* t + * 4 
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Japanese-inspired living 


PLAY & Display unveils its new line of 
Japanese-inspired furniture for living 
and dining rooms. Dining chairs fea- 
ture nine different designs from sim- 
ple to elaborately structured types, 
which can be customized through the 
fabric color and texture that best re- 


flect the clients lifestyle or the ambi- 
ence he/she wants to create. 

The nine dining chair designs ar 
Топ, with paralleled high-back frame 
made of solid dark wood and white 
fabric seat; Una, high-back frame ful- 
ly covered with fabric; Shimi, sturdy 


back frame accented with vertical 
bars and fabric-covered seat; Udon, 
fabric seat and backrest; Toki, high- 
back frame classically crafted with 
vertical holes; Oki, high-arched back 
frame; Май, a low-back chair with ful- 
ly covered frame and seat; Kani, 
medium height half-covered frame; 
and Zumo, vertical bars back sup- 
port. 

The chairs come with matching 
dining tables Shimi (rectangular with 
plain top), Ikebana (rectangular with 
checked design) and Sudon (square 
top and solid legs), all made of dark 
wood, 

Play & Display extends interior 
design services and its design group 
can assist homeowners in selecting 
the right furniture pieces. 

The Japanese-inspired collection 
also includes TV console, wall system, 
sideboard, coffee table, sofa and arm- 
chair. They are sold in sets or individ- 
ually. 

lay & Display outlets are at 6797 
Ayala Avenue, Glorietta 4, The Pow- 
er Plant, Shangri-La Plaza Mall, Fes- 
tival, Alabang Town Center, Mega- 
mall, SM North, SM Pampanga and 
Pavilion. 
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BLANCA Magic Box in red 


New age storage ideas 


MAKEROOM introduced recent- 
ly the Blanca Magic Box and the 
Blanca Knock-Down 
Box. 

The magic box can store and organize 
toys, clothes, sheets, decorative items, 


tapes, CDs and the like. Collapsible and 
easily stored when not in use, itis made of 
natural canvas and cotton-colored canvas, 
The magic box comes in red, blue and 
green, and in sizes extra small, small, 
medium, large and extra large. 

The storage box is ideal for storing 
sweaters, hosiery, ac- 
cessories, toys and 
other items. It pro- 
tects items from dust 
and is easy to assem- 
ble with no tools re- 
quired. Also made of 
natural canvas and 
cotton-colored can- 
vas, it comes in red, 
blue and green and 
in sizes small and 
medium. 

MakeRoom is at 
Lifestyles, 2nd level, 
Power Plant Mall, 
Rockwell, Макай 
City. 


Storage 


BLANCA Knock- 
Down Storage Box 
inred 


$ Center for Culinary Arts, Manila 
Les A zs 


PEAPASTRY CHEF 


Let CCA, Manila help you turn your baking and pastry arts dream into reality. 


CCA GRADUATES 


KIT CORONEL. 
Owner, " Manila, Manila Restaurant" San Francisco California 
Diploma in Culinary Arts & Technology Management (1998 - 2000) 


CHITO ником 

Broiler Cook "John Ascuaga's Nugget Hotel & Casino" 

1100 Nugget Ave., Sparks Nevada 89431, USA 

Diploma in Culinary Arts & Technology Management (1998 - 2000) 


Line Cook, "Captain. 
Diploma in Culinary Arts & Technology Management (1998 - 2000) 


NICO MEDIANO 
Line Cook, "Captain A's Restaurant" South Seas Resort, Florida, USA 
Diploma in Culinary Arts & Technology Management (1998 - 2000) 


JED BALUYOT. 
Prep cook,” Nobu Restaurant" Manhattan New York 
Diploma in Culinary Arts & Technology Management (2000 - 2002) 


JA. VENTURA. 
Re: sf, BANFF Resort-Hotel, Canada 
ulinary Arts & Technology Management (1999-2001) 


CHERRY PEREZ 
Prep cook, BANFF Resort-Hotel, Canada 
Diploma in Culinary Arts & Technology Management (1999-2001) 


JEHAN FERNANDEZ 
Baker BANFF Resort-Hotel, Canada 
Certificate in Baking and Pastry Arts ( 1999-2000) 


RUPERT SO 
General Purpose Attendant - Pantry, Holland, America 
Diploma in Culinary Arts & Technology Management (1999-2001) 


Enroliment for the Certificate In Baking and Arts | 


287 Cravings Center Katipunan Ave., Loyola Heights Quezon City, 1102 Philippines 
Tel. nos.: 426-4837 / 426-4840 / 426-4841 / 928-8167 / 928-8255 Telefax no. 426-4836 
e-mail: marketing@cca-manila.com website: cca-manila.com 
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direction finder 


Turn right at 
| Tordesillas St. 
cor. Jaime 
| Velasquez St. 


ageren 


Exclusive to SMART & TALK 'N TEXT Subscribers 


For more details: 


Туре "WISL" + Send to 288 
“Or Gall Customer Hotline No. 888-9105 


“Soon ta be available 


$ 


person finder 


; In the vicinity 
of Perea St., 

‚ Legaspi Village, 
Makati City 


{ | FRESCANO 
CAFE wiin ur’ | 
area: FRESCANO| 
CAFE 


Locate people, establishments, and directions fast and easy with SMART zed WISL— 
the Where Is Locator. SMART zed WISL Is the new location-based service available 
through text. Now, you can have peace of mind as it allows you to find people, establishments 
and directions with WISL Person Finder, Establishment Finder, and Direction Finder.” 


For worry-free location information, activate Your, SMART zed WISL today! 
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‘Quarantine lifestyle’ in the time of SARS 


О HEAR Alice talk, all is well in her 

| world—in Hong Kong. Not only was 

she cool, she also sounded amused on 

the phone, upon knowing that I was anxious if 
she was okay or not. 

“We can teach these people [in Hong Kong] 
how to panic buy. We Pinoys do it systematically. 
We're so used to it she chuckled, 

When I called her, Alice Sevilla Mendoza, а 
colleague and former INQUIRER editor, had just re- 
turned to HK from New York (brief work trip). 
She has lived in HK for a decade or so now, loves 
irand will not be “pirated” from her career there. 

“Па New York] I bought up all the alcohol 
wipes in the store [in preparation for the rerum. 


MASKED pair walk past an advertisement in Hong Kong. 


Thelma Sioson 
San Juan 


to HK] and when the cashier looked at me in a 
puzzled way, I said, Tm from HK thats why? You 
should have seen how the counter cleared up in 
seconds, like the parting of the Red Sea.” 

She said a boy in HK pulled a prank on the 
Net. He wrote that HK in two hours would be de- 
dared an epidemic center, or something as catas- 
trophic, and triggered panic-buying, 

T simply had to ask Alice what the Hong Kong 
people did wrong when they went panic-buying. 

‘Jostling and fighting," she said. "Us? We sim- 
ply hoard. We know how to attack the shelves." 

So what did you end up panic-buying, 1 asked. 

“Candles,” she said. 

Now, this got to hear. 

“If HK was going down, I might as well go 
down in style. The room well scented,” she said. 

Why wasn't surprised to hear that from Alice, 
who, if you must know, represented the oddball 
population that was my staff in the Chronicle 
(now defunct, we must be reminded)? 

‘And—she had to tell me—she doesn't wear a 
mask, not even on the MTR, their version of our 
light rail transit system. Why? Again, I simply 
had to be enlightened. 

"Wearing a mask makes me cough. I must be 
allergic to it. Anyway everybody else is wearing 
it, so that leaves me safe just the same,” she said. 

ОГ course, people throw her dagger looks in 
the MTR because she is unmasked. “Like in sci- 
87 she described the mood, as if I needed more 
imagery. 

‘Anyway, she said, “people don't shake hands 
anymore," to emphasize the self-imposed restric 
tion on human contact. Another friend from HK 
would later provide more specifics— Kissing is 
ош” 


ness. Property prices have plunged, which made 
ita good time for Alice to change fats, and which 
was why she sounded more excited about her 
new home than frightened about SARS. 

Alice believes Hong Kong has been prosperous 
for so long they're not used to disasters, again un- 
like us. The SARS outbreak is not about to make 
Alice up and leave НК. For her, its business as 
usual, even while she's aware that lifestyle condi- 
tions around her are changing. 

‘She may not play up the fear of SARS and may 
be fatalisic about it like any Pinoy but I dont 
think she's about to be reckless. Ironically, she's 
the type in our group who couldn't even stand 
dust. 

SARS brought to the fore how differently each 
culture responds to a crisis thats not political 
economic or technological, but one that's seem- 
ingly beyond human management or control. 
Hong Kong and Singapore obviously have the 
systems and infrastructure to cope up to a certain 


point. Right away they resorted to telecommut- 
ing so that business could go on with the least hu- 
man interaction, thus reducing the risks of con- 
tamination. 

Some companies, I learned, farmed out their 
operations to various places, again so that the en- 
tire firm was not paralyzed in case some person- 
nel caught the virus. Business management solu- 
tions, in short. 

Its efficiency to the max—cold, impersonal, 
but very result-oriented. In Singapore, webcams 
are installed in homes of SARS victims to ensure 
full compliance with quarantine measures. Big 
Brother watching, Stiff fines are imposed on vio- 
lators in HK and Singapore. 

In contrast, in a highly personalisic Filipino 
society, we didn't even know how to tell the do- 
mestic workers coming home from HK to stay 
away for Holy Week lest we hurt feelings or break 
family traditions. What's one more disaster, any- 
‘way, the thinking goes. 

On the upside, our fear of SARS is tempered 
by both faith and fatalism. What will be will be. 


Filipinos believe in a caring and merciful God. 
We know how to hand over the reins of control to 
a Higher Being; in fact, we do it much too often. 
In the West, revived spirituality is part of hipness, 
Here, spirituality is not only native, its almost ge- 
netic. It’s both our upper and downer. 

Unfortunately SARS is one problem when 
spirituality alone won't be enough. Spirituality 
with efficiency and good management is better, 
Тез caring for others so you care for yourself, and 
vice versa. 

One friend, a HK native who's usually a smug 
sophisticate, said that SARS was, indeed, recon- 
figuring lifestyles in that cosmopolitan center. 

“Terrifying, actually" he said. "Sufficiendy so, 
to scare me, and many other cowards like me, 
away from practically everywhere that is of inter- 
estin the evenings in HK” 

He said SARS was “insidiously tearing apart 
the fibers of the HK lifestyle. It is not just the 
masks and the gloves. It is the trust, or its ab- 
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Expectedly health shops are doing good busi- 


Real People. True Stories. 


“Now great skin runs in 
the family — thanks to 


Imedeen!” 


Cynthia Elazegui Sanchez, 
41, HR Manager 
Cristy Elazegui Puzon, 
40, Airline Ticketing Supervisor 


Like ай sisters, they share secrets. Like the beauty secret that keeps them looking so young for their age. 


“I learned of Imedeen thru my colleague,” Cristy confides. “1 immediately convinced Cynthia to wy it" 
Prety soom, both sisters were hooked, and for good reason. “I thought my sunspos and blemishes were 
there for good = Бш пон they're completly gone,” Cynthia shares: “Му skin realy improved. Feeling КО 


ng baby.” declares Cristy. Thats because only Imedeen helps nourish and strengthen the inner 
kin, resulting in more youthful, brighter and even skin tone. 


Imedeen. The Skin Care Tablet. 


gia bener pur d dry o ld more 


“The Sin Care Table 


AAA CENTER, CEBU CORTE DE LAS PALMAS [ALABANG TOWN CENTES 


4j GREENBELT 3 -THE POWER PLANT ROCKWELL CENTER - ROBINSONS RACE MANBA SM MEGAMAL, BLDG. B THE STORE [GRAND BOULEVARD HOTEL) RUSTAN'S МАКАЛ. RUSTAN'S TOWER - RUSTAN'S CUBAO  RUSTANS HARRSON PLAZA, 


By Abe Florendo 
Contributor 


bu X, the yearly international 

furniture and furnishings ex- 
hibition in Cebu City, were disap- 
pointed to find the finely crafted 
and beautifully designed furniture 
and complement were only for for- 
eign buyers. 

Sorry, folks, you can only ogle but you can't. 
buy And certainly, you can't copy. 

The last, of course, is impossible to enforce. 
Copying the furniture designs at the Cebu X 
(X for "Xciting," “Xtraordinary,” "Xcellent" 
and other exclamations of praise and delight) 
is easy todo. 

You can copy the basic design of a chair, 
and ifyou make slight changes , like using on- 
ly three of the four papaya-leaf patterns of the 
backrest, for instance, you have yourself an 
original 

But it would be more difficult copying the 
fine craftsmanship and finish that bring the 
chair on a par with, or even better than, the 
best furniture in the world. 

Cebu is positioning itself as “the design des- 
tination of Asia,” or in the words of Agustin 
Palao of Design Ventures Cebu, "the window 
to the world of furniture design.” This years 
show, the 14th edition, attracted 190 ex- 
hibitors whose products covered lifestyle and 
contract furniture and furnishings, with de- 
signs ranging from Philippine contemporary 
to classical impressions and, with increasing 
popularity lifestyle accessories. 

The products were fashioned with amazing 
artistry and inspiration using traditional ma- 
terials like wood, rattan, wicker, bamboo, 
wrought iron, metal, stone, and plastic, often- 
times embedded with exotic and surprising 
materials like animal and fish bones, crab 
carapace, shagreen (stingray hide), banana 
bark and coconut shells. 

‘An astounding example of this ingenuity 
with the indigenous, or the’unconventional, 
was a glowing centerpiece made froma baked 
and laminated termite mound, a bravura cre- 
ation by Movement 8, a group of young Fil- 
pino designers that had participated in pres- 
tigious exhibitions in Cologne, Milan and 
New York. Movement 8 joined Cebu Х for the 
first time this year. 


L OCAL visitors to the 2003 Ce- 


Downscaled expectations 

The Cebu X run this year came on the heels 
ofthe disastrous and ominous Bali and Davao 
bombings. 

Asa result, said Ligaya Quisumbing, presi- 


Castellanos 
and his 
design 
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CORITO Escario-Yu and her design 


means high marks for 


Cebu design 
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DEBBIE V. Palao and her design (above) 


dentof the Cebu Furniture Industries Founda- 
tion (CFIF), which organized Cebu X, "We 
have been a little more conservative in our 
projections. There have been 20 percent less 
buyers than last year and we've been pre- 
pared to be happy making about as much as 
we did last year.” 

‘The expo posted $250 million in sales, only 
slightly better than last year’s. 

According to CFI the Philippines ranked 
eighth among the major sources of furniture 
in the USA in 2000. Since 1997, Cebu has 
been the major source of these exports. In 
2001, Cebu accounted for 90 percent of these 
exports, earning more than $250 million. 

Cebu has more than-300 manufacturers 
(more than half are represented by CFIF). 
And the number is growing. 


wants to 
be the 
window 
to the 
best 
furniture 
designs 
in the 
world 


Growth, however, is also throwing into 
sharper glare some pressing problems of the 
industry. 

The problem of exhibition space has be- 
come more critical. This year the fair site of 
4,500 sq m in Waterfront Hotel proved less 
than sufficient for the exhibitors who, al 
though less in number than last year's, had 
wanted more space. Another hotel venue, Ce- 
bu Plaza, also in Lahug, a few minutes drive. 
from Waterfront, could have provided addi- 
tional space, but unfortunately it closed down 
last March. 

То make the show bigger and better, СЫР 
adopted the “extension” scheme whereby 
guests and buyers were shuttled to the manu- 
facturers' and exporters’ showrooms in Man- 
daue, Cebu, Lapu-lapu and Talisay. 

‘The buzz around Cebu these days concerns 
the P300-million Megadome project of the 
provincial government to be built in Mandaue 
Ciry where most of the furniture factories and 
showrooms are located. The buzz goes that it 
will be a world-class venue for basketball and 
entertainment. 

But CFIF says that what Cebu needs is nota 
stadium but an exhibition center that can 
boost the export industry and generate dol- 
lars for the economy. 

Palao, who represents СЕР in the 
Megadome project, has explained to the gov- 
ernment planners that a sports stadium/con- 
cert theater cannot convert into a furniture 
exhibition hall, which requires vast, unob- 
structed spaces. 

Another problem are dwindling material 
sources. "Every time I talk to buyers, they tell. 
me that they see new designs, but not much 
new indigenous materials," says Quisumbing. 
“Ies a sharp observation. In truth, we need to 
source and develop new materials. And we 
need the help of government in sourcing and 
developing new materials." 


Transition 

The Philippines, Quisumbing points out, is 
known for "transitional furniture,” the bridge 
between classic and contemporary which 
draws on a felicitous melding of indigenous 
and traditional materials in an original way. 

‘And originality demands fresh talents and 
unfettered imaginations. Cebu's big furniture 
makers do not substantially deviate from the 
classic designs that are favored by their tradi- 


tional markets in the US, Australia, Germany, 
Fane le nere dad eee te The 
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BERNIE Montenegro 
and her design 


CHIF president Ligaya C. Quisumbing 


Middle East. 

But there's an emerging market for con- 
temporary, even ultramodern, designs. 

Design is not static, says Corito Escario-Yu, 
president of the Designers Guild Philippines, 
who finished Fine Arts at the University of 
San Francisco. 

Formed as the training arm of the CFIR the 
Guild counts among its other active and self- 
lessly motivated officers Debbie Palao of De- 
sign Ventures Cebu, Bernice S. Montenegro of 
Pacific Traders and Manufacturing Corp, Ken- 
neth Cobonpue, Rene Ybanez, Luisa Robin- 
son, the Spaniard Ramon Castellanos, who 
has practically made Cebu his home, and 
Maybelline Te of Tequesta International Corp. 
They understand that a continuous trading 
program for designers and technicians will 
ensure the future of Cebu's furniture industry. 

Ironically, no school in Cebu offers a formal 
degree in furniture engineering. “We've been 
talking with some schools here, specifically Don 
Bosco and the University of San Carlos, to ex- 
pand or strengthen their woodworking or engi- 
neering and design programs to include furni- 
ture making and design," says Debbie Palao, 
‘who won this years Mugna (a Cebuano word 
for “to create”) award for best product design 
“They have been very receptive.” 

“We've also been conducting an annual de- 
sign workshop for junior Guild members that 
would help them evolve from mere draftsmen 
to truly creative artists with a firmer grasp of 
proportion and form and function,” says Cori- 
to Yu 

The Guild has also been working with a 
German design consultancy firm to better 
penetrate the modern-furniture market in Eu- 
rope. 

‘This year's Estilo Award for junior design- 
ers given by the Designers Guild went to Fer- 
nando Villarin of Pacific Traders and Manu- 
facturing Corp. in Mandaue, 

‘Today, even with a recession in the major 
US market and tough competition from In- 
donesia and China, Cebu exporters keep their 
head above water. 

“We always stick to our high standards of 
workmanship and finish,” says Charles Stree- 
gan, founder of Pacific Traders, who is turning 
over the reins of the trade to daughter Bernice 
Montenegro, a graduate of architecture and 
design in Milan. 

The daughter agrees: "We wouldn't be 


where we are today if we were not concerned 
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first product with an eco-label on local 

market shelves. Eco-abels are long 
overdue, and it is hoped that even genetically 
engineered (GE) products will soon have 
them. 

‘An eco-label certifies that а product has 
been evaluated for and passed the environ- 
‘mental impact test. The first group of prod- 
ucts that underwent evaluation in the country 
are detergents and soaps, and tissue paper, so 
the first product to bear the Philippine eco-la- 
bel, Green Choice, is a synthetic laundry 
(powder and bar) soap. 


Market-driven 

Environmental labeling, or eco-labeling, is 
an intern 
gram designed to reduce envi- 
ronmental impact (e.g. pollu- 
tion, waste) of products or 
their processes. Known as 
ELB it is one of the pro- 
grams established by the 
International Organization 
for Standardization (150) 
that provide guidelines, 
principles and standards 
(ISO 14000), including en- 
vironmental’ labels (ISO 
14204). 

АШ labeling programs 
aim to help improve environmental quality in 
each country by reducing pollution that un- 
concerned, non-compliant companies might 
otherwise cause. There are about 30 different 
labeling programs implemented in 40 coun- 
tries worldwide, each country calling its pro- 
gram by a specific name. 

In Germany, for example, it's Blue Angel; in 
Japan, it's Eco Mark; in Canada, Environmen- 
tal Choice; in the United States, it's Green 
Seal. The Philippines’ Green Choice is the la- 
bel that will be plastered on every product 
that passed the criteria for eco-labeling. 

In charge of evaluating results and declar- 
ing a product as having passed the eco-label- 


B Y JUNE this year, Filipinos will see the 


THEELP logo 


ing test is the Clean & Green Foundation Inc. 
(CGFI), which will serve as the ЕШР adminis- 
trator and secretariat. 

The CGFI, as a private organization, will 
work closely with a team of technical experts 
that will conduct site visits and product test- 
ing, and then with the ELP board, composed 
of officials from different government and 
private agencies concerned with environmen- 
tal and consumer protection. 

The Philippines eco-labeling program is an 
offshoot of the Department of Trade and In- 
dustry's Private Sector Participation in Man- 
aging the Environment (PRIME) project, 
which is assisted by the United Nations Devel- 
‘opment Program (UNDP) and the Japanese 

International Cooperation Agency (Jica). 
The ELP program forges a 
much-needed partnership be- 

tween industries and people 
involved in environmental 
preservation. 
As Amelia M. Ramos, 
CGFI chair puts it, “ELP 
provides guidelines to in- 
dustries that would allow 
them to adopt environ- 
mentally sound practices 
in the manufacture of their 
products. ELP also urges 
‘consumers to buy products 
that have been made and 
marketed with the least environmental im- 
pact. In the end, Mother Nature stands to 
gain, without us sacrificing the sustenance of 
our needs." 

Ramos allays fears by industries that ELP 
might limit their drive for product develop- 
ment. 

“On the contrary, ELP is one avenue where 
manufacturers may exercise more creativity 
and corporate responsibility,” she said. 

Several studies conducted on the subject 
found that environmentally sound manufac- 
turing processes even lowered production 
costs, and that consumers now looked for 
products that allowed them to have environ- 


Furnishings store marks 156 
year with month-long sale 


SHELL Canvas-Podium celebrates its first year of 
operations at Podium Mall in Ortigas Center with 
a month-long anniversary sale. Visit Shell Can- 
vas-Podium (tel. 687-4085 to 88) at 3/L of The 
Podium Mall, e-mail bchuaGshellcanvas.com or 
visit wow. shelleanvas.com. 


THE HILADO family will hold its third reunion on 
May 4, 9 a.m., at St. Scholastica’s 
College, Leon Guinto Street, Mani- 
1а, Family members are enjoined to 
bring gift tems for the raffle. Call 
Manong Osing at 815-0188 to 90. 


THE PHILIPPINE Association of Academic and 
Research Libraries will be holding a summer con- 
ference with the theme “The Role of Libraries in 
the Promotion of Culture and the Arts,” April 30- 
May 2, at the Bohol Tropics Hotel, Tagbilaran City. 
Call 524-4811 local 640; 426-6001 local 
5814/5809; or 731-3034. 


CLASS 1967 of Lopez Provincial High School, 
Lopez, Quezon, will hold its reunion on May 3 at 
De Gracia Beach Resort, Bray. Balubad, Atimo- 
пап, Quezon, Сай Abelardo F. Panganiban at 
(0920)287-6034; Benilda D. Arellano-Bicera, 
(0916) 348-0652; Helen A. Lee-Dinglasan, 
(042)302-881 1; or Vilma C. Gendrano-Anday at 
(0917) 416-5976. 


HOTEL Nikko Manila Garden will hold its em- 
ployees grand reunion on May 2, 5 p.m., at 
Milky Way Café, Pasay Road corner Paseo de 
Roxas, Makati City. Call Rogelio Santos (0917- 
5320848), Annette Favila (0917-4240824) Paz 
Romans (0919-5546080) and Elvie Alquino 
(0817-5012701) 


STANCE Talent Management is mounting a sum- 
mer modeling course. The course will culminate 


GOINGS ON 


ina grand fashion show featuring graduates of 
the course. The workshop will start April 26 at 
Acacia Building, 226 Wilson St., Greenhills, San 
Juan. Call 920-3083. 


THE INTENSIVE Journal, a method of keeping a 
journal of your life, will be given in three work- 
shops May 26-31 at Maryknoll Ecological 
‘Sanctuary, Campo Sioco, Baguio 
City. The facilitator for this retreat. 
is Sr. Dolores M. Mitch, M.M. Call 
442-4602/4926 or e-mail mks- 
bag@mozcom.com 


THE SUITE for Jazz Trio by celebrated French. 
composer Claude Bolling, along with the modern 
works of Astor Piazzola and Juan Cadiz, will close 
the 2003 Second Pasig Summer Music Festival 
on April 27, 5 p.m., at Pasig Museum in Pasig 
City. Call 641-0211, 724-7761 or (0918) 737- 
6901 


THE PROFESSIONAL Librarian's Review Center is 
holding а seminar-workshop on Research Meth- 
ods for Librarians and Teachers until today at 
Barcelo Sarabia Manor Hotel and Convention Cen- 
ter, Gen. Luna Street, lloilo City. Call 927-9858. 


THE CENTER for Human Research and Develop- 
ment Foundation Inc. is holding a seminar-work- 
shop on Effective Records Management for Local 
Government Units, May 5-6, at Instructional Me- 
dia Center, University of Nueva Caceres, Naga 
City. Call 927-9858, 


THE PROFESSIONAL Librarian's Review Center is 
holding a two-day seminar-workshop on “Basic 
Cataloging Skills (Catskills), the AACRZR and the 
MARC Format" on May 7-8 at the Instructional 
Media Center, University of Nueva Caceres, Naga 
City. Call 927-9858. 
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Eco-labeled goods will soon be in local markets 


mentally sound lifestyles. One could even 
say that ELP was a response to the growing 
need for "sustainable development” on this 
planet. 


ELP certification 
To obtain an ELP certification, а company 
or manufacturer must first apply to the ELP 
administrator who processes the forms and 
arranges the site visits and product testing 
1 bytechnical experts. 
If the experts’ assessment is favorable, the 
ELP administrator then declares the product 
as having passed. The ELP board gives its ap- 
proval and the label or certification is award- 
ed to the applicant. It takes about two months 
to process applications. 

The ELP logo is a sphere divided into 
two—the dark-blue side represents the earth 
and symbolizes the global nature of the move- 
ment. The other half features а dark-green 
leaf that represents nature. At the center is a 
drop of clean water and a bloom that also rep- 
resents nature. A green band encircling the 
sphere carries the name "Green Choice Philip- 
pines.” 


Gi 


Eco-labeling certifies 
that manufacturing 
process isn’t harmful 
to environment 


Next for Green Choice 

‘To undergo ELP evaluation next are carbon 
zine batteries and packaging material from 
polyethylene. The criteria are now being 
drawn up in partnership with the National 
Solid-Waste Management Commission. 

For more information on ELP applications, 
visit the ELP Secretariat at CGF! headquar- 
ters, 2/F Benlife Bldg., BPI Complex, Muralla 
Street, Intramuros, Manila, call 528-09-76 or 
e-mail greenchoice@i-manila.com.ph 


Email the 
hoo.com 


author at dorisnuyda@ya- 


A FREE offer this summer! 


Enjoy your summer trip courtesy of 
Admiral 111 


Jor every purchase of a US Made Admiral “ No Frost 425 liters (15 cu. ft.) 
2-door Top Mount Ref ", We are giving away a “FREE” Unisphere Carfridge/Warmer 
worth P2,695.00 that is complete with a 12V accessory for your summer trip. 

So grab the opportunity to own an Admiral Ref for your home and bring your 
Unisphere Carfridge/Warmer for free this summer on your vacation trip. 


Кы ged 
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ә Makes conventional coolers obsolete 
3 Plugs into any vehicles 12 volt DC outlet 
> Heats up to approx.120°F (49°С) 

2 Thermoelectric system cools 


Самра 


to 45°F (7°C) 


о Exactly 425 liters (15 cu. ft.) 


ә Energy Save control for high & low humidity 
conditions with the exclusive built-in 
‘condensate drier. 
ıı Built-in front surface heater for the prevention 
of moisture condensing from the outside 
of the refrigerator during humid weather. 
> Balanced Air flow-forced Air System to 
regulate the amount of chilled air. 


Admiral Pi 


Available at: 


Proudly made in the USA 


E ms Appliance aa meter nar 
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SEYHORLD BAGUO. 
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BUY MART alan нове 


Ge sen Ave Paap, 3rd tevel Marketplace Mal 
ea cay u RARUS Kaloniong) [Tol 5335878) 


Т) Savers uaua pus nat 
4 SAVERS MART - (04573220833 


J Directed into the fresh food compartment 


ıı 100% CFC free for "ozone" protection 


Promo Period: April 21 to June 21, 2003 


resulting in temperature control. 


Per DTINCR Permit No. 0939. Series of 2003. | 


Service bv: A Unisphere Holdings, Inc. 
212 C. Santos St. Bo. Ugong, Pasig City (Tel. 671-5955) 


Comb Tkeougk 
Fabulous Summer Finds 


at the Summer Bangketa Fair of Greenhills Shopping Center. 


Don't get tangied in a time warp. Get a new 
look this summer at GSC’s Summer Bangketa 


Fa 


. With over 1,000 stalls and extended 


shopping hours "til 10 P.M, on Fridays and 
Saturdays, you'll surely find everything you 


need to look this summer's best. 


www.greenhilis.com.ph 


„Watch it reveal some of the hottest 
names in contemporary home designs. 


Germany’s leading manufacturer of 
| master-crafted kitchens and furnishing. 


SCHERER JARDIN 


World-class аг! 


ial plants 
and landscaping. 


European-made built-in kitchen 
appliances and accessories. 


3 vs 
up TO 50% OFF! 


The Largest Lifestyle Center 
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Enjoy a а -free TOS 


MAKE your home a safe haven for your little 
ones. Here are a few tips to make high-traf- 
fic areas in your house germ-free and child- 
friendly: 

In the kitchen—Thoroughly clean your 
hands and cooking tools like cutting boards 
and knives when preparing meals for your 
family, to prevent food-borne illnesses. 
Germs like in plastic containers and 
other food-handling materials, so regularly 
clean out storage areas and the refrigerator 
to drive bacteria away. After taking out the 
trash, scrub your hands and disinfect areas 
your hands may have touched such as refrig- 
erator door, light switches and laundry bin. 

Та the bedroom or baby's nursery—Chil- 
dren like to play on the floor, pick up small 
objects and put them in their mouths, so it is 
important to keep household surfaces prop- 
erly cleaned, deodorized and disinfected. 

The baby's crib, changing table, diaper 


pail, highchair and toys need regular germi- 
cidal wash, while baby items like feeding bot- 
Чез, nipples and dishes should be sterilized 
before the child is allowed to handle them. 


In the bathroom—Keep toilet bowls, 
tubs, non-slip mats and bathroom surfaces 
not just clean and fresh-smelling but prop- 
erly sanitized, 

Homemakers can keep high-traffic areas 
germ-free and truly child-friendly with Pine- 
Sol from Clorox. Pine-Sol is made of real pine 
oil that takes care of day-to-day kitchen 
spills, bathroom grime and high-traffic area 
dirt, It thoroughly cleans floors and walls, as 
well as doorknobs, telephones, highchairs, 
sinks, countertops, stoves, bathtubs, toilets, 
diaper pails and garbage bins, while leaving 
a long-lasting, refreshing scent. 

Pine-Sol now comes in four variants: 
Original Pine-Sol, Lemon Fresh Pine-Sol, 
Meadow Fresh Pine-Sol and Rain Clean 
Pine-Sol. 

Pine-Sol is initially available in selected 
supermarkets in Greater Manila Area and 
Luzon. 


‘Quarantine lifestyle’ in the time of SARS 


DONT YOU 
THINK YOU 
DESERVE 
SOMEONE 
MORE 
COMMITTED? 


>, 
N 


sence. A glimpse into 

| terrorism without the 
explosions and crash- 
es” 

That really doesn't 
sound good. Unfortu- 
nately we're all stuck 
in the same planet 
Well be seeing how 
SARS will be tweaking 
lifestyles more and 
more, every which 
way 

Come to think of it, I 
have friends who'll 
possibly 


We do. 


Ax the new 


| zs ga promise we 


quarantine after a HK 
or Singapore tip, 
then, back in HK or 
Singapore, another 10 
days in quarantine af- 
ter a Manila trip, and 
soon and so forth. 
Here, so fas, the 
lifestyle seems unaf- 
fected—imock оп 
wood—except that my 
staff, 1 notice, have 
Alcogel on their desks, 
and give you the evil 


‘Going straight Salons, 
Toot to tp. 


From page GI 


look every time you 
cough. 

Sunday night at the 
movies, as I sat 
through “Johnny En- 
glish” (which, by the 
way gave me lower- 
back раш, from 
stooping so low to its 
grossout toilet hu- 
mor), and coughed 
once too often, I had to 
quiet down my seat- 
mates: “lès only the 
Popcorn, okay?” 

Movies with pop- 
com. For now We 
know how to count 
Our blessings. Thats 
what I mean. 


Staying in 

People stayed in for 
Holy Week, I mean, in 
the country. Boracay 
was where it was at. 

Louie Cruz said 
he'd never seen so 
many beautiful bodies 
as he did last week. 
Coming from Louie, 
thats really saying а 


lot. The Boracay scene 
got the Al party 
crowd apparently, 
from Maurice Ar- 
cache to Celine 
Lopez. 

Others, however 
stayed close to home. 
Palms Country Club 
in Alabang—the new 
exclusive "in" scene in 
the south, by the 
way—was a beehive. 
Even on Good Friday 
evening, its coffee 
shop had a good 
crowd. We spotted 
Aga and Charlene 
Muhlach by the pool. 


Who'sthe 
‘devil’? 

Fashionistas can’t 
wait to get а copy of 
"The Devil Wears Pra- 
da,” a novel by Lauren 
Weisberger, because 
its a roman a def 
about Vogue and its 
power editor, Anna 
Wintour, 

Actually its been 
getting bad reviews, 


in the Philippines 


186 E.Rodriguez Jr. Avenue-( C-5) 
Libis 1110, Quezon City, Phils. 
Tel. Nos.: 421-9581 to 83 


Those who want to look younger, 


raise your hand. 


Homemaker, 
aged 42 


TV Personality, 
aged 35 


Today we can look young, be active and attractive at any age, thank God. 
And thank God for anti-aging natural Vitamin E ENAT. It is 2-3 times more 
effective than synthetic Vitamin E in destroying the free radicals that 
initiate degeneration of the body's tissues and cause premature aging 
and chronic diseases €NAT also protects brain cells from free radicals so 
it prevents the mental effects of aging such as memory loss. So quit 
worrying about aging, start taking your ENAT. Affordable, comes in blister 


f 
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Bank Officer, 
aged 5l 


Ad Agency V 
aged 38 


packs so it's always fresh and potent. 


MEGA Products Ltd. 
pre 


NATURAL VITAMIN E 
ENAT 400 7 


visent mercury drug 
ander ezaag dngstores notoria, 


v contact (622) 637-9560 / 97-8851 
care megaproduct сот 


ec: m 
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Actress, 
aged 45 


from New York Times. 
io Newsweek, be- 
cause of the thin plot, 
thinner characteriza- 
tion, and bland writ- 
ing. 

Weisberger worked 
under Wintour in 
Vogue and apparently 
realized theres a (lu- 
crative) Ше айе 
Vogue—by ratting on 
your ex-boss. The nov- 
el is about the travails 
of a slave in a fashion 
magazine, dashing off 
fora latté for the editor. 
boss, or slipping into 
Gucci suede pants dis- 
carded from a shoot. 

‘According to 
Newsweek, Weisberg- 
er got more than 
$200,000 in advance 
for the book and even 
more from a movie 
deal. 

Reviewing it for 
New York Times, Kate. 
Betts, the ex Harper's 
Bazaar editor who al- 
so worked under Win- 
tour, apparendy 
doesn't think much of 
the book. 

She writes: “Hay. 
ing worked at Vogue 
myself for eight years 
and having been men 
tored by Anna Win 
tour, 1 have to say 
Welsberger could have 
learned a few things in 
the year she sold hei 
soul to the devil o: 
fashion for $32,500 
She had a ringside seat 
at one of the great edi 
torial franchises in а 
business that exerts ап 
enormous influence 
over women, but she 
seems to have under 
stood almost nothing: 

Newsweeks Cath 
leen McGuigan is jus 
as blunt: "Раба lei 
me as hungry as « 
model after a lettuce 
leaf lunch..." 

However, you know. 
the book will be a het 
seller 

Lesson of the story 
Be kind to your assis 
tant, You never know 
when Anvil Publishin,: 
will approach her 


E-mail the author с! 
tsanjuan@skyinet net 
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UNEASY lies the crown? This year’s winners are (from left) 
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]hezarie Javier, Carla Gay Balingit, Ma. Rafaela Yunon. 


E-mail: pr_entertalnment@Inquirercom.ph 
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ERNIE SARHENTO 


Binibini girls cry ‘unfair’ 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


HOURS before the latest Binibining Pilipinas 
finals started last March 16, the contestants 
were fed the questions that were likely to be 
asked during the show proper, according to 
some of the contestants themselves. 

One contestant told the Inquirer that some 
ofthem were given the questions a day before 
the pageant night. 

‘Another contestant, who also confirmed 
the distribution of the questions, said she saw 
other candidates preparing answers to some 


of the questions hours before the Araneta Col- 
iseum show started. 

“1 know we would be taught how to answer 
questions, not fed with them,” the contestant 
said. 

She said she found it unfair that the ques- 
tions were given out before the 10 finalists 
were picked and announced. 

But Lucas Pasiliao, chief executive officer 
of Uniprom which is in charge of the business 
and promotion aspect of the pageant, said he 
is not aware of the list of questions that al- 
legedly circulated before the finals. 


РАЛИ 


Room Air Conditioners 


“The SGV (Sycip, Gores, Velayo), our offi- 
cial accounting firm, saw through the whole 
event,” Pasiliao said. “They would have cold 
us about this.” 

Pasiliao referred the Ivquinen to Bb. Pilip- 
inas Charities Inc. project director Ernesto Ro- 
ca, but Roca was not available for comment 
until we went to press. 

The revelation came only two weeks after 
Bb, Pilipinas-Universe Carla Gay Balingit left 
for Colombia to train for the Miss Universe 
pageant next month, 


BINIBINI HS 


Editor 
Louie C. Camino 


Questions distributed before 


pageant night, say contestants 
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More shows end up as blatant tearjerkers 


NOW that soap operas are the rage 
on TV other television programs 
appear to be trying to get their 
share of the tearjerker action. 

‘We've noticed of late that even 
newscasts are now presenting 
crime stories with a high emotion- 
al content, А woman beaten up by 
her husband is goaded to tearfully 
lash out at him at the police 
precinct, and the husband ends up 
оп his knees, begging pitifully for 
a last chance to atone for his vio- 
lent behavior against her, 

Magazine shows are also going 
for the emotional jugular, g 
to town with stories about hungry 
streetchildren, charity patients in 
hospitals, crazy people in the 
streets, etc. 

Initially, the intent is supposed 
to be to expose these poor peo- 
ples plight and get NGOs or the 
government to help them. After a 
while, however, we see that the 
focus has shifted to the needy 
people’s copious tears and emo- 
tional protestations, and the oth- 


erwise laudable features end up 
as blatant tearjerkers. 

Finally, we note that even on 
the new talent search competi- 
tion, “Star in a Million” on “ASAP 
Mania,” tears are sometimes be- 
ing elicited from the contestant. 
Background features are done on 
them to detail the pathetic and 
bathetic reasons why they're de- 
termined to win the top prize in 
the singing tlt. 

Before we know it, the contes- 
tant is weeping away, very much 
like an actor on a TV soap. It's so 
disconcerting to see contestants 
in a singing contest behaving in 
this bathetic manner, and we 
hope the show nixes this wrong- 
headed gimmick instantly. 


License to elicit laughter 

SOME months ago, we were 
shocked to read in the entertain- 
ment press that British comedian 
Rowan Atkinson had died. What 
а waste, we thought, he was still 
relatively young and had many 


‘RENT’ THE CONCERT 
Overdue but restrictive 


By Viadimir $. Bunoan 
Contributor 


NEARLY five years after the Mani- 
la premiere of “Rent” at the Music 
Museum, director Bobby Garcia 
is still collecting kudos and box- 
office money from the award- 
winning musical about young 
New York City artists battling 
commercialism and 
AIDS in the upbeat 
19905. 

After taking “Rent” to 
Singapore, where it gar- 
nered praise and controversy for 
its homosexual sub-themes, and 
after embarking on a second 
Manila run in 2001, Garcia gath- 
ered many of the musicals origi- 
nal Manila cast members for a 
one-night-only concert version of 
the successful production at On- 
stage in Greenbelt. 

Calvin Millado as the AIDS-in- 
fected former rock star junkie 
Roger and J.M, Rodriguez as the 
struggling filmmaker Mark 
reprised their lead roles as best 

friends who share a decrepit flat 
with no heat, along with Michael 
де Mesa as Collins, an intellectual 
suffering from AIDS. 

The three actors have formed 
the core of "Rent" through its nu- 
merous stagings both here and in 
Singapore, and they effortlessly 
brought their memorable charac- 
ters back to life despite the ab- 
sence of the musical's original 
stage blocking. 


Big talent 

Fresh from her acclaimed per- 
formance in “Dreamgirls,” Bituin 
Escalante played lesbian lawyer 
Joanne, a part she played in the 
2001 version. 


E 


Review 


Escalante was part of the cho- 
rus during the play's original run, 
but with a gospel solo in the musi- 
cal's most memorable song, "Sea- 
sons of Love," audiences quickly 
took mote of her enormous 
singing talent. 
Playing opposite Escalante 
again was Anna Fegi as 
Joanne's performance artist 
girlfriend, Maureen. 
Originally played by 
Monique Wilson, Fegi 
was given this scene- 
stealing role for the Sin- 
gapore and Manila 2001 runs. 
‘TV host and actor Carlo Ledes- 
ma finally, and deservedly, gets 
the spotlight to himself as the 
plays main villain and resident 
yuppie scum, Benny. Ledesma 
was the understudy for the part 
through the various "Rent" rein- 
carnations, playing alternate to 
Jaimie Wilson and Singaporean 
actor Brendan Fernandez. 


Showy part 

Amparo Sietereales played the 
play's romantic female lead, Mi- 
mi, a coke-addict stripper also 
stricken with AIDS, during the 
original run, although pop star 
Rachel Alejandro took on the role 
in Singapore and in the 2001 ver- 
sion. 

The role of Angel, the 
transvestite with a heart of gold, 
has been played by several actors 
in the past. 

Ricci Chan, now an in-demand 
makeup arüst, was the first to 
don the short Santa Claus dress, 
while veteran performer and Miss 
Saigon veteran Jake Macapagal 
did the cross-dressing role in sub- 
sequent shows. 

For the concert version, up- 


ew 


EXECUTIVE BAND. D' Mascots (standing from left) Manny Tan, Dr. 
Antonio Mateo, Ramon Lim, Engr. Ruben Tan, Engr. Egay Quiros, 
Peter Ching (seated from left) Archie Averilla, Honesto Quiros, 
Lawrence Sobremonte, Ulysses Isaac and Frederick Soon. 


D'Mascots Band is back 


AFTER 30 years, D' Mascots 
Band, composed of original mem- 
bers from Hope Christian High 
School, takes a second shot at 
musical glory. 

Three decades after they 
packed up, they found them- 
selves complete in a get-together 
to welcome back an old member, 
Peter, who had migrated to 
Canada, 

Fortified with new recruits, the 
band is presently composed of 
nearly a dozen members who are 
professionals in their chosen 
fields, 

“We are an executive band,” 
explains band leader and bassist 
Manny Tan. 

So far, the band has done regu- 
lar gigs in hotels, private affairs 


On April 26, D' Mascots Band 
will switch on the groove button at 
the Bellevue Hotel, the newest 
happening place in Ayala Alabang. 

The group will unleash the 
undying spirit of the 608, with 
songs from the Beatles, Dave Clark 
5, Zombies, Lettermen and many 
others, adding а little 705 flavor. 

“We call ourselves Weekend 
Warriors,” shares Peter Ching, who 
aside from managing a corporation 
engaged in franchising, gamely 
plays rhythm for the band, after 20 
years of not touching his guitar. 

New member Ulysses Isaac is 
BPI bank manager and the band's 
vocalist. 

Lawrence Sobremonte is an- 
other vocalist whose day job is 
to manage his own trading com- 
pany 


VIEWFINDE! 


productive years left. 

Well, it happily turns out that 
the comedian's obit was decided- 
ly premature, a fake report filed 
by morbid pranksters. Atkinson is 
starring in the current film, 
‘Johnny English,” in which he 
spoofs British secret agents, led 
by the quintessential  ultra-so- 
phisticated spy, James Bond. 

Atkinson's version has a license 
not to kill, but to elicit laughter. 
He's a junior intelligence officer 
whose activities have been pretty 
much restricted to the office, but 
is suddenly called out to the field 
to save the day for the good guys. 

The character was first created 
for a series of credit card com- 


coming actor Nyoy Volante, who 
was part of the “Dreamgirls” cho- 
rus, was given the showy part. 

Doing a concert version of a 
popular musical is not new. For 
the 10th anniversary of "Les Mis- 
erables,” producer Cameron 
Mackintosh staged an elaborate 
concert of the musical in London 
featuring the most outstanding 
actors who have appeared in the 
long-running theatrical specta- 
de, including Lea Salonga as 
Eponine. 


Difficult time 

Opera groups in the US have 
also staged chamber versions of 
several Stephen Sondheim mas- 
terpieces. 

But while “Rent” was based on 
an opera (Puccinis "La Bo- 
heme”), the music hardly fits the 

mre. “Rent” is unabashedly 
modern in terms of score and 
lyrics, ranging from ear-splitting 
pop rock to R&B-flavored dance 
tunes and powerful ballads. 

‘Audiences who have not seen 
“Rent” before may have a difficult 
time following the story, especial- 
ly with the many complicated 
counterpoints and overlaps in 
scenes. Which was how I felt 
when I first heard the CD before 1 
saw the musical on stage. 

This special performance was 
probably seen by ardent “Rent- 
heads,” the musicals zealous 
fans. But despite, or perhaps be- 
cause of, their familiarity with the 
material, some sense of emotion 
жаз missing from the concert ver- 
sion. 

“Rent” always had a busy stage 
direction, with several scenes 
happening at the same time. Au- 
diences missed, for example, the 


and proved so popular 
that his transition to the big 
screen was only a matter of time. 

How different is Johnny En- 
glish to Atkinson's signature hit 
character, Mr. Bean? "He's much 
nicer than Bean,” Atkinson ob- 
serves. "He may be a Klutz, but 
viewers root for him because his 
hearts in the right place, even if 
his head isn't. 

“He's a lowly desk clerk in the 
beginning, but he suddenly rock- 
ets to the top of the British Secret 
Service because all the other 
agents have been killed. Sadly, 
he's not as good as he thinks he is, 
and thats what a lot of the 
movie's comedy feeds off.” 

Since spy spoofs are in season, 
what with the popularity of the 
“Austin Powers” movies, isnt 
Atkinson worried that he's com- 
ing onto the scene rather late, 
and that ‘Johnny English” will be 
unfairly compared to “Austin 
Powers"? 

"Not really, because the tone is 


crucial development in the rela- 
tionship between Collins and An- 
gel, including parts that showed 
Angel suffering from the final 
stages of AIDS, such that when 
Collins does the reprise of “Til 
Cover You,” it wasn’t as devastat- 
ing for the viewer. 


Diva duel 

But in some ways, the concert 
improved on the narrative, par- 
ticularly during the multi-part 
counterpoint. 

With the shotgun staging, and 
the actors approaching the micro- 
phone stands during their part, it 
was easier to follow who's singing 
what line. This particularly 
helped in clarifying Rogers 
angst. 

"Rent in Concert" also height- 
ened several solos. With the focus. 
basically on the singing (or per- 
formance as in the case of Mau- 
reen's "Over the Moon” number), 


different. Austin Powers is far-out 
маску and even surreal in its hu- 
mor, while Johnny English is less 
over the top, but still very funny,” 
Atkinson points out. 


Worthy sequel 

SINCE its 1967 release, Disney 
has reissued “The Jungle Book,” 
inspired by Rudyard Kiplings 
stories, many times. It even made 
a live-action, direct-to-video se- 
quel in 1998. But young viewers 
have been clamoring for a new 
big-screen follow up, so Disney 
has now come up with a big- 
screen, animated sequel, “The 
Jungle Book, 2.” 

This time around, Mowgli 
(voiced by Haley Joel Osment) 
lives ina village with his adoptive 
family, but periodically finds the 
need to return to his roots in the 
jungle. He misses Baloo (John 
Goodman), а sweetnatured 
creature Mowgli calls Papa Bear. 

But the villagers regard the 
jungle as dangerous and 


it's a real treat to see the diva-du- 
el of Escalante and Fegi, both pop 
singers, in “Take Me or Leave 
Me," with their forceful vocals. 

‘Volante may not have the grace 
and flair of Chan or Macapagal, 
but in terms of singing, he was as 
pitch-perfect as Angel that listen- 
ing to him was almost like listen- 
ing to the CD. 

Still, the format was also obvi- 
ously restrictive. You could feel 
that Rodriguez was dying to 
break free from the straight-line 
staging and even some chorus 
members had а lot of pent-up en- 
ergy waiting to burst. 


Miscue 

The concert's weakest element 
was the backup band, which 
needed more time to get used го 
the score. 

One of the main blunders of 
the show was a miscue to “Tl 
Cover You (Reprise)," which un- 


Mowglis adoptive father pro- 
hibits him from entering ít. How- 
ever, Mowgli is too homesick to 
resist, so he disobeys his father. A 
concerned friend, Shanti, follows 
in search of him. 5 

Other creatures Mowgli encoun- 
ters in the jungle are a wise black 
panther, Bagheera; a menacing tiger, 
Shere Khan; a hypnotic snake, Kaa; 
and Lucky (Phil Collins), the leader 
ofa pack of cackling buzzards, 


Feedback 
FROM Uri R. Rodriguez of Que- 
zon City: “Thanks a lot for your 
recent column, ‘The Work Is 
Here.’ tt helped me get a clearer 
focus on what I really want to do 
in the arts, and where I should do 
it. Instead of going abroad, 
there's really so much to do here. 
“With some of my friends, I've 
put up a small group to do work- 
shops and exhibits in different 
parts of the country. We hope that 
we can make even a small impact 
here, where its needed most.” 


fortunately stalled the emotion 
going into the plays main dra- 
matic highlight. 

‘And, inasmuch as she scored a 
career breakthrough as Mimi in 
the original run, Sietereales’ 
brand of detached underplay was 
ineffective in the setup. Given the 
concert style, it would have been 
more powerful to have Alejandro 
in the role, who knows her way 
around a ballad like “Without 
You” and “Goodbye Love.” In- 
stead, Alejandro appeared for the 
encore of “Love Heals," which 
was written by “Rent” composer 
Jonathan Larson, and a reprise of 
“Seasons of Love.” 

Then again, maybe time has 
caught up with the cast of "Rent" 
as well as its core followers. The 
concert version was a nice gift to 
many Rentheads, but maybe 
what it needs now is a dose of 
fresh blood and energy. 

DoThear revival? 


ABS-CBN honors Filipino ‘heroes’ 


AMIDST the multitude 
of trials Filipinos face 
daily, а group of indi- 
viduals still stand out 
as an example that in- 
tegrity, generosity and 
social concern still burn 
in the hearts of our 
countrymen. 

These individuals wil be hon- 
cored once again tonight, as ABS- 
СВМ Broadcasting stages its Bayan- 
ing Pilipino Awards 2002-2003. 

The awards recognize individ- 
uals, families and organizations 
‘who have contributed significant- 
ly to the improvement of the lives 
of other Filipinos. 

The project, a joint effort by ABS- 
CEN and the Ugat Foundation, was 
first established in 1995 and has 


SHow 
TIME 


since become an impor- 
tant tradition of the net- 
work. 

The event also pays 
homage to the late 
ABS-CBN chair emeri- 
tus and  Bayaning 
Pilipino co-founder 
Eugenio Lopez Jr, 
whose ideals and virtues exem- 
plify the values espoused in the 
awards. 

Described as today's living heroes 
who have performed extraordinary 
service to their "kababayans," this 
years 23 finalists include Filipinos 
from different regions and from vari- 
‘ous countries in the Asia Pacific. 

One winner will be chosen 
from each of the following cate- 
gories: Bayaning Pilipino (indi- 


vidual), Bayaning Pamilyang 
Pilipino (family), Bayaning 
Samahang Pilipino (institution), 
Bayaning Pilipino за Asya 
Pasipiko (OFW) and the Bayan- 
ing Gurong Pilipino (teacher). 
Six outstanding Filipinos have 
been selected to be finalists this 
year for the "Bayaning Pilipino” 
category: Alejandría Dacquel is a 
teacher and catechist who has 
made it her mission to help street. 
children in Quiapo; Vienvenida’ 
Tacang from Plaridel is a staunch 
lobbyist for the mangroves in 
their area; Emeterio Abellanida, 
Sr. isa community leader who has 
helped uplift the lives of the peo- 
ple in his barangay; Erlinda Ca- 
banal, a teacher in T'murok, 
Saranggani Province has helped 


improve the living conditions of 
the B'laan tribe by establishing a 
literacy program and a coopera- 
tive; Guadalupe Baring is a vol- 
unteer who regularly visits a Ce- 
bu jail to teach and give counsel 
to youth offenders; and Juliana 
Ciervo is a compassionate neigh- 
bor who willingly helps others, 
even working ac the local hospital 
in order to pay fora friend's bills. 

They are all simple people who 
choose to quietly work for and 
serve other people. They were all 
chosen for possessing outstand- 
ing moral integrity and a strong 
sense of being pro-Filipino, pro- 
people and pro-poor, Their sto- 
ries of courage, leadership and 
selflessness highlight the best of 
‘what a Filipino can be. 


San Beda College Chorale stages farewell concert 


THE SAN Beda College Chorale, 
the resident choir of the College 
of Arts and Sciences of San Beda 
College, stages its farewell con- 
cert, “Tayo'y mga Pinoy,” April 26, 
7:30 p.m. at the Phil-Amlife Audi- 
torium. 

The choir was declared the 
Olympic champion in the 2002 
Choir Olympics held in Busan, 
Korea. 

The choir also won first place 
in the NAMCYA and Himig ng Ko- 
ro last year. 

The concert features a reper- 
toire that dates back from the 
French chansons of the 14th cen- 


tury to the Filipino avant-garde 
compositions of Ruben Federi- 
zon, а noted Filipino choral com- 


en 

The choir will also render the 
Josh Groban hit, "Youre Still 
You," Puccini's "Nessun Dorma” 
and the a cappella version of Pe- 
ter Cetera's “Hard to Say I'm Sor- 


ту; 

The San Beda College 
Chorale will embark on its 
2003 European Tour from 
April 29 to July 14 and will par- 
ticipate in the 6th Internation- 
al Choir Festival in Bad Ishl, 

SANBEDA HT 


ОРЕ TO EUROPE. To participate in choral festivals in Austria and 


italy. 
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Yilmaz's parents finally see his wedding to Ruffa—on video 


‘THE PARENTS of Yilmas Bektas— Muhitin 
Bektas and Nurhan Celik— have finally given 
their blessing to their son, who married Ruffa 
Gutierrez in Manila without their knowledge. 

When Yilmaz left Istanbul two days before 
his March 25 wedding to Ruffa, he was "ез- 
caping" from the family house, since his par- 
ents didn't want him to travel with the US-led 
war raging in Iraq, 

Yilmaz travelled nearly 30 hours and 
crossed four continents to make it to his 
wedding. When he 
returned to Turkey 
with the videotape 
of the wedding, his 
parents were initial- 
ly surprised, but 
they later accepted 
that their son had fi 
nally tied the knot 
with the star from 
the Philippines, 

Yilmazs parents, 
siblings and other 
relatives watched the 
wedding video and 
were surprised when they saw former First 
Lady Imelda Marcos as one of the guests in 
the reception at The NBC Tent. 

‘They apparently knew Mrs. Marcos well. 

One of Yilmaz’s relatives even remarked, 
"Where are her shoes?" 

‘This weekend, Yilmaz is set to join Ruffa in 
Los Angeles where they will go house-hunt- 
ing, Ruffa's parents, Eddie Gutierrez and 
‘Annabelle Rama, will also fly to L.A. today to 
help the couple find their house. 

According to Annabelle, Ruffa has been 
bored waiting for her date with the stork. 

"She's used to working a lot and now that 
she's five months pregnant, all she does is stay 
at home and eat,” Annabelle said. 

“But when I get there (L.A), I will accom- 
pany her in going around,” she adds. 


SHOWBIZ 
TIDBIT, 


Leah Salterio 


Sexy jake 

JAKE Roxas, former boy-next-door materi- 
al and also a TV comedian, now goes sexy 
for the first time іп a movie, in Regal Enter- 
tainment's sex-drama, “Xerex.” 

The Mel Chionglo trilogy was inspired by 
stories from the tabloid sex column of the 
same ttle, 

Jake, who stars in the sex-comedy 
episode, bares his body and figures in 
naughty love scenes with Aubrey Miles. At 
first, he thought it would be a breeze work- 


Despite the sexy scenes, Jake says, “I will 
never be convinced to show my private parts 


onscreen.” 
He is not eve: 
“hunk,” he says. 


omfortable being branded a 


“It was hard to say no to a Mel Chionglo 
film,” he says, explaining his acceptance of 
the “Xerex” role, “After reading three pages of 
the script, I said yes. Never mind if it's not a 
full-length role." 

The other two episodes of "Xerex" intro- 
duces two other hunks, Bench model Jon 
Hall and former MBA cager Khalani Fer- 
reira. 


friends and I end up being friends with them. 
My only quirk is that Tm too jealous.” 

He admits that six years ago, after ap- 
pearing in a shampoo commercial, he 
agreed to do his first movie because he 
wanted to buy a new Honda Civic, He want- 
ed to sell his old Toyota Corolla GLI, but the 
money wasn't enough for a Honda Civic. 
When Viva Films asked him to play a sup- 
porting role in “Laging Naroon Ka," which 
starred Angelu de Leon and Bobby An- 
drews, he accepted, 

But his initial “bread trip” became a more 
serious pursuit after the Star Awards honored 
him trophy as best new male personality. 

According to his earlier reputation, he 
was short-tempered, which never ad- 
vanced his career. He got into a rift with 
Jay Altarejos, a costar in the telenovela 
“Halik sa Apoy." 

Now, Jake says he is cooler and he promises 
he will always choose to avoid even an argu- 
ment. 


Regine is 33 
REGINE Velasquez turned 33 last April 22, 

The night before her birthday, after the 
wrap of her shooting with Christopher de 
Leon (of a still untitled Viva Films movie) at 
the Alabang Town Center, a surprise party 
was held for her at Krokodile Bar at the Festi- 
val Super Mall 

Regine was indeed surprised, especially 
when she saw Martin Nievera among her 
well-wishers. 

She and Martin had just come from a very 
successful month-long, five-city concert tour 


LUE SRA OLE LORETO 


BIRTHDAY GIRL. Regine Velasquez got a 
surprise party, with Martin Nievera among. 
her guests. 


in the United States, where they reportedly 
broke Filipino community records in ticket 
sales and attendance, 

Regine and Martin performed in Chicago, 
Hawaii, San Francisco, Los Angeles and San 
Diego. 

Regine and Martin will bring their show to 
Araneta Coliseum on May 9 and 10, produced 
by Maxi-Media International. 


Л. Brazill 


The Brazilian Festival at 
Greenbelt 3 Level 3, April 27 to May 3. 


+ Featuring the muste of Brazilian band, Guarana. 
«Smooth Brasilian dance and Martial Aris mover 
by the Grupo Сарока Manila. 


Other activites 

» Free Jam lor local percussionists 

+ Workshop on Capoiera Art supported by the 
Brasilian Embassy. 


ing with Aubrey, who was his former costar 
in the sitcom "Beh Bote Nga" on GMA 7. 
“But first day pa lang ng shooting namin, 
sex scenes na agad and Aubrey went topless, 
so we felt a little awkward," he recalls. 
"But we later became comfortable working 
together again." 


In his episode, Jake plays a kiss-and-tell 
campus heartthrob who has a scandalous one 
night of sex with Aubrey. 

In real life, Jake insists he is "not the abso- 
Jute jerk” that he played in the movie. 

“Tm quiet, but funny and fun-loving,” he 
says. “fm always romantic with my girl- 


+ Discount on food and drinks. 
SHOWING SKIN in 
“Xerex,” Jake Roxas 
sheds his boy-next- 
door image, with the 
help of Aubrey Miles 
(inset) 


Parafiaque Mayor Joey Marquez and Kris Awards for the Movies where she won best 
‘Aquino are apparently together again, de- supporting actress, Kris had dedicated her ” 
spite repeated public denials. Kris award to "the two Js in my life,” 
and Joey were seen smooching at apparently referring to her son 
the birthday party of Richard Joshua (with ех-сотрапіоп v 


Gomez, held in the Greenhills, San Phillip Salvador) and Joey. С 
TISSOT 


Juan house of Richard and wife Richard and Joey have been 
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ENTERTAINMENT is finally here!!! 


Experience maximum fun with 


Dream Zone's 


THE MUI OF SRR V 


wide selection 
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redemption booths, computer 
network games, kiddie rides, 


thrill fun rides, and a lot more 


t-Class Facilities. 


y Air-Conditioned 


Free Admission 


ARCADE OPERATED BY! 


Ф. 


April 26, 2003 (Sat) | 6:30pm. 
‘The World of Music “Special” 
Featuring: Tony Maigue * Tots Tolentino » Parliament Syndicate 


@ THE PODIUM (18 ADB Avenue, Ortigas Center) 
TWM Musical Dirctor: ТОП FUENTES 


For inquires, cal " 
MONTRE @ 6873077 or 6342160 


тийп rest 


LOCATED AT LEVEL З ROBINSONS PLAGE MANILA, IF di € ^ 

в | 
j 

FOR MORE INQUIRIES, PLEASE CALL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 302-0084 оя 302007 q 
Check out other Dreamzone outlets located at Robinsons Metro East, Robinsons Starmil Le 


Pampanga, Robinsons Place mus and Robinsons Place Коо. 
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‘YOU BORN TODAY: You are strong and independent. You create systems and structures in the world. You love to imple- 
ment new ideas. You enjoy life ana see it as a great garden that needs care and watering. You are a philosopher at heart. 
This year can be one of the most fortunate years of your lite. Expect a miracle. 

Birthdate of: Jet Li, martial artistactor; Carol Burnett, comedienne/actress; Joan Chen, director/actress. 
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Binibini girls 


gyp! 


BALINGIT off to Colombia to prepare for the 
Miss Universe contest. JoANBoNDOC 


cry ‘unfair’ 


Balingit, Maria Rafaela Yunon (Bb. Pilip- 
inas-World) and Jhezarie Javier (Bb. Pilip- 
inas-International) were proclaimed winners 
оп pageant night at the Araneta Coliseum in 
Quezon City. 

A “pageant analyst,” who requested 
anonymity, said handing out the list of 
possible questions to be asked during the 
show was a common practice even in re- 
gional beauty contests, but some Bb. Pilip- 
inas contestants said they felt it was a "de- 
ception." 

According to the analyst, copies of the 
questions are normally handed out to the can- 
didates to give them an idea of what to expect 
during the actual question-and-answer por- 
tion. “So they won't stammer and look terri- 
bly nervous," he explained. 

"But is this being done in international 
competitions?" another contestant told the 
INguren. “I don't think its the right thing to 
do.” 

The contestant said the distribution of 
the questions was unfair to those who re- 
ally prepared for the pageant. “Why did 
the pageant organizers add a percentage 
on intelligence in the criteria in the first 
place?” she asked. 

The criteria for judging were 50 percent for 
beauty of face, 30 percent for beauty of fig- 
ure, and 20 percent for personality and intel- 
ligence. 

A total of 27 contestants were chosen from 
among 300 applicants in a screening at the 
Araneta Center Food Dome in February The 
number was whittled down to 10 on pageant 
night. 

‘The 10 finalists were those who scored 
high during the talent, swimsuit and long 
gown portions and in the preliminary inter- 
view. 

One candidate, however, said she did not 
mind the pre-pageant distribution of ques- 
tions. "Its true we were given а list of ques- 
tions,” she said. “But in the end, it was really 
up to us to answer correctly. 

“Jc is also true that some of the Binibini peo- 
ple hinted that a question about peace would 
be asked of the five finalists,” she added, “but 
all of us were anticipating a question with so- 
cial relevance anyway.” 

Balingit, 19, answered the final question by 
quoting Mother Theresa of Calcutta: "I would 
like to share to (sic) the world the words of St. 
(Sic) Theresa of Calcutta: ‘The fruit of prayer 
is silence, the fruit of silence is faith, the fruit 
of faith is hope, and the fruit of hope is love, 
unity and peace.” 


ENTERTAINMENT. 
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REMEMBER HIM? Rudy Manlapaz makesa last stand. In the early 
°90s he received the Lou Salvador Sr. Memorial Award from the 


Famas (inset). eToro 


Ex-funnyma 


N... 


From page H8 


“But now, I treasure simple things, like a 
phone call from a friend.” 

Rudy says he was drawn to God after he 
heard a preacher telling jokes about Him on 
radio. “As a comedian myself, I was drawn by 
the laughter of his listeners,” he says. “I've 
never failed to listen to his radio program 
since then." 

The preacher on the radio, according to 
Rudy's wife Consuelo, is Bro. Mike Velarde, 
leader of the El Shaddai flock. 


‘God sent you’ 

“God is such a merciful father,” the former 
comedian says. “Whenever 1 tell Him about 
my problems, he never fails to respond, 

“I was just talking to Him the other day 
when you called up," he tells the INQUIRER. 
"God йаз sent you to me because He knows 
you could help me." 

He pushes his wheelchair closer to the 
couch where this writer is sitting, and he 
holds my hand. "Please help me," he says. "IF 
you write my story, then maybe FPJ (Fernan- 
do Poe Jr.) or Sharon (Cuneta) would remem- 
ber me. I've worked with them before all this 
happened to me." 

For Rudy's wife and children, money to pay 
for his daily sessions with the therapist 
"would lighten the burden on our shoulders," 

The former funnyman has simple wishes, 
but maybe they're not so simple to a sick man 
who cannot always afford to buy his 
medicines. “Just a new wheelchair,” he says. 
"And an airpot (thermos bottle) by my be 
side so I don't have to wake up any of my chil- 
dren when I get hungry at night." 


мон 


For the past 9 years, the Philippine Daily Inquirer has topped the Asia Research Organization Readership Survey as 
the No.1 broadsheet in the country. This year, we've done it again, thanks to the faith of our readers, advertisers, 
dealers, and partners who remain confident in our commitment to public service. We're glad that whatever your 
reading style, you have made us a part of your life. 
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Philipogy’ in Davao TWM brings back Gary 


LIFE goes on for most 
Davaoeños, despite the 
recent terror threats. 

A show, which will 
feature sexy star Rosan- 
na Roces and comedi- 
ans Philip Lazaro and 
Joy Viado on April 25 
and 26, will help Davaoefios forget all their 
worries, 

"The Philipogy Show,” a timely comedy act 
to de-stress tense Davaoefios, will be held at 
the 2000-seater entertainment club The 


SHow 
‚TIME 


THE WORLD of Music (TWM), the widely 
popular long-running series of live classical 
music performances, returns onstage with a 
special treat for everyone. 

After the successful concert last March 28, 
ТИМ brings back to The Podium “Beyond 

rds: The Music of Gary V" 6:30 p.m. on 
April 26, Saturday. 

‘The show is presented by Tissot Swiss 
Watches Since 1853, The Podium and Univer- 
sal Records, and in part by Panasonic 6088 
Tri-band (The Ultra Compact Digital Camera 


Phone), Anonymous and Montre. Admission 
is free. 

The presentation of Gary V's new album 
sets a different tone for TWM. This time, 
around, TWM headlines a local music icon, 
Gary Valenciano. 

Aside from its usual repertoire of classical 
pieces, the two-part concert will also feature 
songs popularized by Gary—an eclectic mix 
of musical genres, ranging from classical 
pieces to movie themes to Original Pilipino 
Music (OPM). 
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LE ANE 


TICKET PRICES & SCREENING TIME SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 
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Sa n Beda ... Amie SWING TO AN ALL NEW JUNGLE RHYTHM! 
pn ETT NOW SHOWING 


Caen Tenin in Lena a MIRS®> G fz, | ALL AGES ADMITTED 
Robert Delgado, a noted choral arranger, ? Ayala Center Makati 

leads the group as its present choirmaster. May2 11am, 2pm, арт, pm 
"The 23-member contingent in the Euro- May3 2pm, dpm. 6pm 

pean tour includes Emilio de Lara, Oliver May 4 арт, 6:30pm 

Obtinario, Jhon Roberts Buemio, Lester p 

Delgado, Ally Guido, Rhoel Reodica, Vin- 

cent Liban, Jose Edison Torres, Bienvenido 

Dimailig Jr, Irish Saludares, Arlene Cabr- 

era, Juancho Tanjutco, Timothy Seril, Ran- 

del Dones, Wang Si Jiu, Kim Sum Bong, асан 

Pang Deriquito, Francis Salazar, Michael Peers sia 

Realista, John Michael Tolentino, Rodel May 24 puer Эрт, 5:30pm, Tom 

Valdez and Eric Labonete. > › муза ка мие 


Alabang Town Center. 
May9 11am, 4pm, брт 

May 10 11am, 2pm, 4pm, брт 
Мау 11 4pm, 6:30pm 
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Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures’ 


MERGE p PG-13] xac 
“Best feel-good movie 
B010 ofthe year.” 
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Logan Б a loner by nature and a hunter by trade. The feral warrior, code-named 
Wolverine, possesses genetically endowed animal-keen senses of smell, sight 
‘and hearing, as well as a mutant healing factor that can mend almost any wound. 
His skeleton and razor-sharp, extendible claws are both made of an unbreakable 
metal alloy called adamantium. 
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Yuriko Oyam: 


is Stryker’s director of special projects. A mysterious chara 
Oyama is there to do Siryter's dirty work. Her true seif is revealed as Lady Deathstrikà, 
‘Aproduct of Weapon X experimentation, she Is equipped with razor-sharp claws \ 
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Ex-funnyman makes 


serious plea: 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


NO ONE is laughing now. 

But in his heyday as a comic, Rudy Manla- 
paz was one of the funniest men on Philippine 
stage and television from the 60s through the 
780s. Не was not the biggest comedian of 
those years, but he certainly was a scream. He 
could match antics with the best of them and 
make people laugh with his plain humor, He 
was very much like the rest of the other come- 


YESTERDAY 


MANLAPAZ, wth one of his grandchildren Ives in the house that is “the only property I own.” 
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YOU CAN ALSO BRING HOME THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS OF INSTANT PRIZES! 
You can bring home gift certificates, movie passes and cash coupons with every entry. 
Something this good can only come from Robinsons Malls, so join the Shoptime, Drivetime promo now! 


Promo period is from April 8 to June 4, 2003. Grand draw is on June 14, 2003. 
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dian, but he was also different in that he did 
not rely on any physical deformity or short- 
coming to be funny. He instead used his wit, 
delivered in his slow, thoughtful grow! and 
combined with his perennial deadpan and ev- 
ery good comedian’s tool— perfect timing. 
Rudy Manlapaz was a real funnyman, 


Carefree life. 

He made them roll in the aisles with laugh- 
ter in quickly and crudely drawn sketches at 
the Manila Grand Opera House in Sta. Cruz, 
Manila. He and other comics performed on 
countless wooden stages in countless towns 
and villages around the country, making fies- 
tas merry and memorable for the people. 

He performed with comedy icons like, 
among others, the late Bentot, Dolphy and the. 
late dramatic actor Leroy Salvador, who was al- 
зо a good comedian. He was in sitcoms like 
“Balitang Barbero" on Channel 11, "Ginang Mi- 
lyonaryo" on Channel 2, and later in the early 
"80s, on “Cafeteria Aroma," with Miniong Ville- 
gas and Apeng Daldal, now both dead. 

“I lived a carefree life back then," recalls 
Rudy, now 70. “Life had been so good that 
my only problem was how to spend all my 
money" 

And then a far from funny incident hap- 
pened in 1990. ; 

Rudy had hosted a party for a niece at thé. 
Aloha Hotel, which used to be on Roxas Boule- 
vard in Manila. He does not remember the exact 
date, but he still remembers clearly the worried 
look on the face of his wife Consuelo. 

"She asked me why I was sticking out my 
tongue and she scolded me for drooling,” he 
recalls, “I didn't know 1 was drooling. I lost 
consciousness and woke up ina hospital.” 


*Peso-pist 

It was a stroke due to high blood pressure. 
and it paralyzed half his body and bound him 
toa wheelchair for the rest of his life. 

He now admits that in his funnyman years, 
he earned more than enough for his family's 
needs, but he was not able to save even alittle 
forthe rainy days. After his stroke, he realized. 
he did not have enough to buy his medicines 
orto afford a physical therapist. 

“I used to hire a therapist for P120 per ses- 
sion,” he says, and shows a trace of his former 
funny self, “When he started charging me 
P450, I called him a peso-pist. I call him up 
only whenever I have money.” 

Because Rudy had to stop working, money 
became scarce, Most of the time, the money 
reserved for his medications had to be used to 
buy food for the family. 

Rudy shares a house in Parafiaque City with 
his wife Consuelo and their children Rosalin- 
da, Rosita, Raquel and Romeo. 

“This house is the only property 1 own," 
Rudy says of the bungalow with a white steel 
fence along Peso Lane at Villanueva Village. 


Erap’s visit 

His son Romeo is a taxi driver. His daughter 
Rosalinda raises her two children on her own. 

"My son's driver's license has just been con- 
fiscated,” he tells the Inquirer during the in- 
terview "He has not been able to drive his taxi 
for almost two weeks now." 

Still, Rudy says he is happy that he still has 
friends in show business who help him. He 
says German Moreno and Dolphy sometimes 
give him cash for his medicines. Even Quezon 
City Vice Mayor Herbert Bautista, who's ano 
mean comedian himself, has also given him 
money, he says. 

‘When former actor Joseph Estrada was still 
president, he also used to visit Rudy. Once, 
Estrada gave him money to renovate his 
house. 

"ft was raining when he visited us and 
there were pots and pails all over the house to 
catch the rain water leaking through the 
roof,” Rudy says. 


Simple things 

But he says he knows his friends have ex- 
penses of their own and he cannot always ex- 
pect doleouts from them. The Movie Workers’ 
Welfare Foundation, or Mowelfund, also gives 
him financial assistance once a year, just as it 
helpsa hundred other Mowelfund members. 

"That is why I draw strength from God now" 
Rudy says. “I used to think He didn't exist. 

“I used to be very materialistic,” he adds. 
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"The Queen of Intrigues, Inday Badiday, 
spent a quiet Holy Week vacation with 
Gene "Bo" Palomo 

at the Royal Tagay- 
tay Estates. Inday 
and Bo were with In- 
day's eldest child, In- 
quıne's "Dollywood" 
columnist Dolly 
Anne Carvajal. It 
seems that as far as 
the host of “Heart to Heart” (GMA 7, 
Sundays, 10:30 a.m.) is concerned, Bo is 
really for keeps. 


Dip 
You 
Know... 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


FRIDAY, dy 25, 2003 ; Special PROJ ECT 


as 


14th Con 
Anniversary 2003 


Number One 
in its industry #555 


Number One. B 


AS this article sees print, the world is still 
reeling from the effects of war. Govern- 
ments are recovering their bruised 
economies. Corporations have taken to 
reduction measures to subsist on minimal | 
expense. Nearly everybody is busy surviv- 
ing to even aim for opulence. 

Not this pre-need company. In fact, as 
Philam Plans, Inc. marks its 14^ anniver- 
sary this April 2003, it also celebrates its 
claim to fame in 2002—THE LEADER- 
SHIP POSITION IN THE PRE-NEED 
INDUSTRY! 

Philam Plans emerged as the number 


Kg ү s E $ 
one pre-need company based on total bd, iy + | ił H 
value of new sales for the year 2002. „+ wi t { 
The December 2002 Sales Analysis Рге- am. - ki VA 


Need Industry Report prepared by 
Actuarial Advisers Inc., which is based on 
SEG data, confirms that Philam Plans 
registered the highest volume of P8.1 bil- 
lion in Pre-Need Price (PNP) in 2002, 
capturing 21.55% of the entire market. 

Positive growth amidst industry’s 
negative performance. In 2002, it defied 
even the industry's negative sales perfor- 
mance by posting a positive growth of 
29% in gross collections. PPI continued 
to dominate pension plan sales with Р5.5 
billion PNP in 2002, cornering 24.72% of } 
the market. Philam Plans’ performance 

zin the education plan category cata- 
` pulted its industry ranking from no. 4 in 
the previous year to no. 2, with a market 
share of 17.89%. Its life plan sales 
ranked PPI as 3" best performer in this 
product category with 10.88% of the 
market. 

Philam Plans’ 2002 financial perfor- p 
mance affirmed it to be one of the most 
financially sound pre-need companies in 
the industry today. Gross collections in | 
2002 totaled P3.54 billion, representing | 
а 29% increase over last year's figure of | 
P2.74 billion. Philam Plans' trust fund 
has a value of P6.367 billion, 4496 more 
than the previous year. On the income 
side, notwithstanding additional SEC 
mandates in 2002 for additional contri- 
butions to reserves, the company still 
reflected a positive bottom line of P126 
million. 


sE 


In 2002, it defied even 
the industry's nega- 
tive sales performance 
by posting a positive 


growth of 2996 in 


You don't need to have children to purchase an educational plan. No matter what age you are in 
B right now, Philam Plans’ Gold Education Plan is sure to fit your needs. If you're single or newly 

gross collections married, secure your future child's education early. If you're an uncle or an aunt, Bente plan 
to a favorite niece or nephew. And if youre a grandparent, give the plan as a gift to your grandchild. 


- i 1 i 1 
Achievements in operations: Grannies Call 528-5200 and get a Philam Plans’ Gold Education Plan NOW! 


menting its sales performance are the 
company's efforts towards customer ser- 
vice excellence. In 2002 it launched a 
call center to provide PP! planholders 
access to information as well as better 
servicing on their plans. By dialing 528- 
5200, a planholder can log queries 
through the Call Center representatives 
from Monday to Saturday. 
Bringing its quality standards a notch 
higher, the company worked toward EEP CUm Generi Ire Conus Pin Saring: Вый. мє. Рына Pet Dc. Pian Сис Па Systema ule ropes Corton, 
earning its certification to the new ver- г x dam iescrsnce Company, inc. AIG Credu Card Company Philippines, lx. 
sion of ISO, the ISO 9001:2000. With € 
the company's transition to ISO Ask about Philam Plans Goid Education Plan. 
9001:2000, the pre-need company's (ett me more about Philam Plans Gold Education Plan. 
руш gm bac шш кес rate ac ei анне а ж 


commitment to excellence. Сай us now at 528-5200 or logon to www.philamptans.com.ph 
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Aside from 
its good 
corporate 
governance 
practices, 
Philam Plans 

+ was also the 
first to com- 
ply with 
SEC's re- 
quirements 
on minimum 
paid-up 
capital of 


P100 million 


Good corporate 

citizen. In 2002, 

Philam Plans con- 

tinued to strictly 

comply with the 

statutory standards 

set by the Securi- 

ties and Exchange 

Commission 

(SEC). Even before 

SEC issued Memo- 

randum Circular 

No. 2 or the Code 

of Corporate Gover- 

nance last 2002, 

Philam Plans, to- 

gether with the 

rest of the Philam 

Group, was already 

making its own ini- 

tiatives toward increased transparency 
and good corporate governance. 

Meanwhile, international affiliate 

American International Group (AIG) al- 

ready put in place a compliance code as 


an anti-money laundering measure. Pro- " 


visions on responsible corporate behavior 
likewise dictated corporate practices of 
AIG member companies, which includes 
the Philam Group of Companies in the 
Philippines. Voted Most Admired Com- 
pany by private businessmen, AIG sets 
no standards and rules to ensure that 
its members practice integrity in doing 
Business. 

As its way of policing its operations, a 
compliance officer monitors Philam 
Plans’, and the rest of the Philam Group's, 
compliance to law. An AIG over-all com- 
pliance officer likewise looks into the 
conduct of its members. 

Aside from its good corporate gover- 
nance practices, Philam Plans was also 
the first to comply with SEC's require- 
ments on minimum paid-up capital of 
P100 million. It has also long made its 
trust fund adequate, according to SEC 
standards, for the contracted benefits of 
its planholders. Likewise, it practices ut- 
most care and financial prudence in its 
investment practices, steering clear from 
risky ventures that could compromise 
planholders' funds. 

Professional Management. To improve 
the competence and professionalism of 
its management team as well as the staff, 
Philam Plans volunteered membership 
to the Life Office Management Associa- 
tion (LOMA) in June 1999. A global 
organization that counts among its mem- 
bers the leading life, health and financial 
services companies in the world, LOMA 
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recognized its efforts in developing its 
human resources by awarding it with an 
Excellence in Education Award in 2001 

Innovative Products. In 2002, Philam 
Plans has made its products even more 
responsive to the needs of the market. It 
launched 3 variants in its pension line— 
the Philam Future Fund, Future Fund 
Plus and Future Fund Prime, each having 
features tailor fit for the different require- 
ments and needs of Filipinos from 
different income levels. It likewise made 
its Philam Gold Education Plan more re- 
sponsive through the no-nominee 
feature, allowing childless couples or in- 
dividuals preparing for future education. 
Finally, the Philam Ultima Life Plan be- 
comes more than a memorial plan. It is a 
total investment plan which provides 
cash to spend for one's living expenses 
and funds to be left behind for the family 
when the inevitable happens. 

Most comprehensive agency benefits 
package. Philam Plans continued to offer 
its sales force the most comprehensive 
benefits package, the best in the industry. 
Consider the benefits: a group insurance 
and health coverage, an accident and 
health coverage and a group medical/ 
health insurance program that answers 
for any hospitalization or medical ex- 
penses incurred from accident and 
disability. 

There are car loan and housing loan fa- 
cilities to enable a sales associate the 
necessary mobility and prestige. There 
are business equipment loan facilities 
meant to equip a sales associate with the 
necessary tools needed in the business. 
Agency leaders are provided business ex- 
pansion financing which will enable 
them to put up offices in areas not cur- 
rently serviced by a Philam Plans office. 
The same business loan can provide for 
the purchase of office condominium units 
for their agency operations. 

Аз ап affiliate of the American Interna- 
tional Group (AIG), Philam Plans is also 
able to offer its sales associates’ depen- 
dents a scholarship grant through the 
Starr Foundation Scholarship Program. 
‘Added to these benefits are innumerable 
perks and rewards given through the 
company's lineup of contests and drives, 
like the Lakbayan and Globetrotters pro- 
grams— travel incentives to reward top 
producers with all-expense paid vacation 
trips here and abroad! 

Caring for the sales associates of 
Philam Plans does not stop with these 
benefits. More than insurance and 
health coverages, loans, scholarships, re- 
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PHILAM Plans Globetrotters 
delegates in Spain last year. 


and 

centi 

company ensures the 

Philam Plans agent not only has a job in 
the company but a career he can depend 
on for life! 

Professional growth is apparent in the 
Philam Plans agency system. Parameters 
are set to assist the agency leaders in 
building their respective agencies and ex- 
panding their network. Through the 
Learning Academy, customized training 
is offered by the company for the leader's 
growth and development— selling, re- 
cruitment, agency management and 
business building. Key result areas are 
likewise identified to give each and every 
individual in the agency force the oppor- 


tunity to 

be promoted. 

The Agency Manage- 

ment System has been put in place to 

motivate the salesforce to strive for opti- 

mum and quality work. With this 

standard, the stable and serious perform- 

ers are retained, recognized and 
rewarded. 

No doubt the manner by which Philam 
Plans treats its sales force contributes to 
its leadership post. On its 14" year, 
Philam Plans continues to aim for the 
top. It brings its standard of excellence to 
a higher level by aiming to "Break Away" 
from the rest and thereby ensure its cus- 
tomers unmatched products and services 
for a secured tomorrow. 
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LAST 2002, Philam Plans Globetrotters delegates went on an all-expense paid trip to Spain. 


PHILAM Plans sales force excites their teams as new products were launched during the 


kick-off sales rally. 


ASSETS 
Investments 
Trust Funds 
Due Installments, 


Deferred Commissions 
Prepaid Expenses 


Cash and Cash Equivalents 


Bonds, government and other securities 
‘Allowance for decine in value of investments in shares of stock 


Pam PLANS 
Balance Sheet 
December 31, 2002 


6.516.159.044 
10070299585 
(148,682 832) 

226,304 261 
Other Receivables - net of allowance for doubtful accounts of P 47,782,160 334,179,197 
932 897 834 

19393482 


209548212 


PHAM PLANS 
(Consolidated Trust Fund) 
Balance Sheet 
December 31, 2002 


ASSETS 
Cash 


Interest receivable 
Dividends receivable 

Prepaid premium 

Other receivables and other assets 


Investments in shares of stock, common trust 
funds, bonds and other debt instruments 


84,748,728 


6123194121 
173,174,512 
58216 
2347951 
173.989.596 
6.557.483.124 


Deferred Income Tax 

Property and Equipment - net 

Miscellaneous Deposits and Other Assels 

TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES AND STOCKHOLDERS’ EQUITY 
Liabilities 

Accrued expenses and other labibties 

Income tax payable 

Actuanal reserve hablties 

TOTAL LIABILITIES. 

Stockholders Equity 

Capital stock 

Reserve for fluctuations in investmants in shares of stocks. 
‘Accumulated trust fund income. 

Retained earnings 

TOTAL STOCKHOLDERS’ EQUITY 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & STOCKHOLDERS’ EQUITY 


38290291 
64175422 
20572298 

5260176774 


1,146,997,165 
4,580,382 
6 289.166 
8119866713 


200,000,000 
(148.682 832) 
1.200.735 450 
(111.742.566) 
1.140.310 061 
2260176774 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES) 
CITY OF MANILA ss 

We, Jesus G. Holleha and Teresia O. Salonga, of ha above-mentioned pre-need company do 
solemnly swear inat ай matters set forth in the above Statement ol Condition are rue and correct lo 


the bost ol оупклуф and boket 
(9а) 22505 G HOffLeNa, FLM, LLIF (воз) TERESITAO SALON: 


Руфат & CEO "Treasurer 
‘SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this 22nd day of Api 2003 at Manta affants exh 

ting to me thaw Community Tax Ceriicale No 12248811, issued al Manila on February 20, 2003 

and Community Tax Centicate No. 20829752, issued al Mania February 20, 2003, respectively. 


Doc. No. 423 
Page No. 94 
Book No 3 
Senes of 2003 


(Sod) BENJAMIN'S. ABIS. JR 


PTR No 1857115/1-14-020Manila 


LESS LIABILITIES 
Accrued expenses and other liabilities. 41,334,080 


6516159044 
NET EQUITY 


Fund balance, beginning of year 
Additional deposits - net of withdrawals 


4,428,964.630 
1.532.651.576 
5959316205 

556.842.838 
516.159.044 


Net income 
Fond balance, end of year 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES) 
CITY OF MANILA pss. 

We, Jesus G. Нойеба and Teresita О. Salonga. ol the above-mentioned pre-naed company do. 
solemnly swear inat ай mattors set forth in the above Statement of Condition are rue and correct lo 


the best of cynic and vetet. 
(вә) ‚Ив G HoBALENA, км, LLIF (Sod. TERESITAO SALONGA 


resent & CEO Treasurer 
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to balore me this 22nd day of Aor. 2003 at Manta айал exhib 

tng to me thax Community Tex Caruicate No. 12248811, issued at Mania on February 20, 2003 

and Communty Tax Cerkeata No. 20829752, sued at Manta Fobroary 20, 2003, respectively. 


ka 


NJAMIN S. ABIS, JR. 
Notary Pubie 
Unu December 31, 2003 
PTR No. 1857118-14-09/Mania. 
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


recognition for their excellent sales 
performance. 


A TEAMBUILDING activity during the 
Lakbayan celebrations provide sales 
associates opportunity to bond together. 


NOT ONLY good in selling but also in 
performing—Philam Plans sales associates 
showcase their talents during Talent's Night. 
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Good corporate 
citizen. In 2002, 
Philam Plans con- 
tinued to strictly 
comply -with the 
statutory standards 
set by the Securi- 
ties and Exchange 
Commission 
(SEC). Even before 
SEC issued Memo- 
randum Circular 
No. 2 or the Code 
of Corporate Gover- 
mance last 2002, 
Philam Plans, to- 
gether with. the 
rest of the Philam 

4 Group, was already 

making its own ini 

tiatives toward increased transparency 
and good corporate governance. 

Meanwhile, international affiliate 
American International Group (AIG) al- 
ready put in place a compliance code as 
an anti-money laundering measure. Pro- 
visions on responsible corporate behavior 
likewise dictated corporate practices of 
AIG member companies, which includes 
the Philam Group of Companies in the 
Philippines. Voted Most Admired Сот- 

any by private businessmen, AIG sets 

oe standards and rules to ensure that 

its members practice integrity in doing 
ines, 

As its way of policing its operations, a 
compliance officer monitors Philam 
Plans’, and the rest of the Philam Group's, 
compliance to law. An AIG over-all com- 
pliance officer likewise looks into the 
conduct of its members. 

Aside from its good corporate gover- 
nance practices, Philam Plans was also 
the first to comply with SEC's require- 
ments on minimum paid-up capital of 
?100:million. It has. also long made its 
trust fund adequate, according to SEC 
standards, for the contracted benefits of 
its planholders. Likewise, it practices ut- 
most. care and financial prudence in its 
investment practices, steering clear from 
risky ventures that could compromise 
planholders’ funds. 

Professional Management, To improve 
the competence and professionalism of 
its management team as well as the staff, 
Philam.Plans volunteered membership 
to the Life Office Management Associa- 
tion (LOMA) in June 1999. A global 
organization that counts among its mem: 
bers the leading life, health and financial 

s companies in the world, LOMA 
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recognized its efforts in developing its 
human resources by awarding it with an 
Excellence in Education Award in 2001, 

Innovative Products. In 2002, Philam 
Plans has made its products even more 
responsive to the needs of the market. Its 
launched З variants in its pension line 
the Philam Future Fund, Future Fund 
Plus and Future Fund Prime, each having 
features tailor fit for the different require- 
ments and. needs of Filipinos from 
different income levels. It likewise-made 
its Philam Gold Education Plan more fe- 
sponsive through the no-nominee 
feature, allowing childless couples or in- 
dividuals preparing for future education. 
Finally, the Philam Ultima Life Plan be- 
comes more than a memorial plan. It isa 
total investment plan which provides 
cash to spend for one's living expenses 
and funds to be left behind for the family 
when the inevitable happens. 

Most comprehensive agency benefits 
package. Philam Plans continued to offer 
its sales force the most comprehensive 
benefits package, the best in the industry, 
Consider the benefits: a group insurance 
and health coverage, an accident and 
health coverage and a group medical/ 
health insurance program that answers 
for any hospitalization or medical ex- 
penses incurred from accident and 
disability. 

There are car loan and housing loan fa- 
cilities to enable a sales associate the 
necessary mobility and prestige. ‘There 
‘are business equipment loan facilities 
meant to equip a sales associate with the 
necessary tools needed in the business. 
Agency leaders are provided business ёх. 
pansion financing which will enable 
them to put up offices in areas not cur 
rently serviced by a Philam Plans office. 
‘The same business loan can provide fot 
the purchase of office condominium units 
for their agency operations. 

As an affiliate of the American Intern: 
tional Group (AIG), Philam Plans is also 
able to offer its sales associates’ depen- 
dents a scholarship grant through, the 
Starr Foundation Scholarship Program. 
Added to these benefits are innumerable 
perks and rewards given through the 
company's lineup of contests and drives. 
like the Lakbayan and Globetrotters pro- 
grams— travel incentives to reward top 
producers with all-expense paid vacation 
trips here and abroad! 

Caring for the sales associates of 
Philam Plans does not stop with these 
benefits. More than insurance and 
health coverages, loans. scholarships, rè- 
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PHILAM Plans Globetrotters 
delegates in Spain last year. 


company ensures-the 
Philam Plans agent not only has a job in 
the company but а career he сап depend 
on for lifel 

Professional growth is apparent in the 
Philam Plans agency system. Parameters 
are set to assist the agency leaders in 
building their respective agencies and ex- 
panding their network. Through the 
Learning Academy, customized training 
is offered by the company for the leader's 
growth and development selling, re- 
cruitment, agency management and 
business building. Key result areas are 
likewise identified to give each and every 
individual in the agency force the oppor- 


unity to 

be promoted. 

The Agency. Manage- 

ment System has. been put ih place to 

motivate the salesforce to strive for opti- 

mum and quality work. With this 

standard, the stable and serious perforni- 

ers are retained, recognized and 
rewarded, 

No doubt the manner by which Philam 
Plans treats its sales force contributes to 
its leadership post. On its 14% year, 
Philam Plans continues to aim for the. 
top. It brings its standard of excellence to 
a higher level by alming to “Break Away 
from the rest and thereby ensure its cus 
tomers unmatched products and services 
for a secured tomorrow. 


LAST 2002, Philam Plans Globetrotters delegates went on an all-expense paid trip to Spain. 


PHILAM Plans sales force excites their teams as new products were launched during the 


kick-off sales rally. 
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PHAM PLANS 
Balance Sheet 
December 31, 2002 


Cash and Cash Equivalents 
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932,897,834 
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20672298 
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Property and Equipment nel 
Miscellaneous Deposits and Other Assots 


209,548,212 


PHAM PLAMI 
(Consolidated. Trust Pund) 
Balance Sheet 

December 31, 2002. 


ASSETS 
Cash 


Interest receivable 
Dividends receivable 

Prepaid premum 

Other recewabies and other assets 


LESS LIABILITIES 
Accrued expenses and other каров 


5260.176774 
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iher abilities 


200000000 
(148,682,882) 
1.200.735.459 


6.966.289 166 
EXIT 


NET EQUITY 


1.148,997,168. 


4880382 ‘Fund balance, begining ûf ear 
Айойопа! deposits net ot withdrawal 
66.713 

Nat Income 


Fund balance, end of yaar 


(111.742.566) 


iS EQUITY 
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1140310061 
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CITY OF MANILA 188 


Investments in Shares of stock, common lust 
funds. bonds and other debt Instruments 


84.744.728 


8123194121 
173,174,512, 

58216 

247951 

173.909.596 
557.193.124 


41.334.080 
5516 159044 


406,664.80 
1.532.651.576 

P 55959316206 
556.842.838 

6.159044 
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AGENCY managers like Sammy Tan get 
recognition for their excellent sales 
performance. 


ig the 
Lakbayan celebrations provide sales 
associates opportunity to bond together, 


NOT ONLY good in selling but also in 
performing—Philam Plans sales associates 
showcase their talents during Talent's Night, 
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FILIPINO televiewers are so familiar 
with different kinds of stories watched 
in soap operas or primetime dramas. 
There are the personalities who have 
once been famous and respected in 
their chosen field, but upon having mis- 
managed their savings, now find 
themselves living the poor man's life. 
There is the story of the typical OFW 
who, upon coming home to the Philip- 
pines and living the life of a 
millionaire, finds himself losing every- 
thing and more than what he had to 
start with. Truly, stories like these find 
us engrossed. We feel for the victims 
and their families, and are saddened by 
the fact that these are not merely fic- 
tion, but stories that happen in real life 

The more sorrowful truth is that for 
many of these people, the cycle of un- 
certainty is never-ending. It can go 
down for generations as parents are too 
busy surviving to even think about a 
good education, the so-called equalizer, 
for their children. Dreams of a comfort- 
able life remain just that—dreams. 

As a company that truly cares, 
Philam Plans tries its best to help. In 
2001, the leading pre-need company 
developed a one-time pay, lapse-free 
pension plan that can be bought in cer- 
tificates. The idea 

7 is to enable indi- 
viduals with 
seasonal income 
the opportunity to 
own a pre-need 
plan. Since their 
earnings are un- 
stable, they can 
buy their plan 
whenever — they 
have the funds. 

¿Philam Plans 

called the plan 

i"Gintong 

3 Yaman"— its way 

“of providing Filipi- 
nos a chance to 

; fulfill their dreams 

Tor merely to break 

È the cycle of uncer- 

tainty in the 
family. 

Other product 
offerings—Philam 
Gold Education 
Plans, Philam Ul- 
tima Life Plan and 
the company’s 
pension line prod- 
ucts were all 
designed to re- 
spond to the 
Filipino's changing 
needs. Innovations 
in product features 
and benefits are all 
based on marker 
needs in order to 
make the 
planholdere in- 
vestment — well 
worth it. In fact, as 
its competitors 
were downsizing 
at the height of 
the economic crisis 
last year, Philam 
Plans was beefing 
up its Marketing 
departments in an 
effort to come out 
with ways on how 
to make the 

„company's prod- 
ucts more 

{ responsive and in- 
novative. 

This compas- 
sion and concern 
for the welfare of 
its countrymen is 
well rooted in the 
company’s corpo- 
rate — culture 
Managed and led 
by persons of high 
moral conscience, 
Philam Plans seri- 
ously takes its 
mission of improv- 
ing the social 
well-being of the 
Filipino, Partici- 


Contact 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Special PROJECT 


couraged. 

On its 14" company celebration on 
April 25, 2003, the company will be on 
its 8^ year of holding a bloodletting 
project. In a given year, Philam Plans 
holds at least two bloodletting events, 
with at least one held in a provincial 
branch. Initiated by founding President 
and CEO Eliseo Dizon, Jr. and carried 
on by current President and GEO Jesus 
б. Hofilefia, the project is widely sup- 
ported by the whole Philam Group of 
‘Companies. 

Another recipient of the company's 
social responsibility programs is neigh- 
boring UP-PGH. Every December, the 
Philam Plans Apostolic Group visit poor 
in-patients at the children’s charity 
ward of the public hospital. Donations 
from employees and kind individuals 
are given out by the employees. 

Aside from these, Philam Plans also 
supports projects of the Philam Founda- 
tion, a Philam company in-charge of the 
socio-civie programs of the Philam 
Group. On April 25 in fact, Philam 
Plans is accepting donations to the Aid 
for Basilan Children project, a flagship 
program of Philam Foundation that 
aims to help children caught in the 
crossfire of war in Mindanao. 


your Philamlife Agent | 


or Call 528-2003. 


Accidents can happei 


This spirit of bayanihan is alive even 
inside office halls. An e-mail from a re- 
gional manager asking for blood 
donations for his bedridden agency 
manager produces numerous volun- 
teers from both employee and sales 
force. A manager whose home—and all 
possessions—was razed by fire, receives 
support in terms of clothes and other 
commodities from his co-workers. Em- 
ployees. experiencing death in the 
family receives cash donation given by 
employees from their payroll. Janitors 
and messengers enjoy an abundant 
Christmas because of the year-round 
Peso Drive initiated by the employees. 
Even tragic events experienced by 
members of the AIG family abroad, like 
the 9/11 and the fire in Ho Chi Minh 
city, quickly produces Samaritan acts. 

While Philam Plans is clearly a busi- 
ness, it is a business steered by 
conscience and driven by the desire to 
help. The company mission says it 
clearly, “to uplift the economic and so- 
cial well-being of the Filipino 
people*—a mission proudly carried out 
by everyone in the organization—be- 
yond profit, beyond income, beyond 
public relations and company image. 
(Ash B. Creo) 


basme 


The company that cares always tries its best 


PRESIDENT and CEO Jesus б. Hofilefa, FLMI, LLIF joins the 


Philam Plans Apostolate Group in spreading Ct 


PHAM LIFE 


Protecting those you love the most. 


anytime, anywhere, to anyone. Kaya dapat maghanda. 
Prepare while you can. Insure while you can. Let Philamlife's Accident Insurance Products 


protect you and your family from the financial burdens that an accident can bring. 


Ngayon na! 


Kahit na ano pa ang mangyari, protektado ang iyong pamilya ng Philamlife. 


imas cheer to 


pation in and 
support of chari- 
table programs 
are therefore en- 


[A 


Mutual Fund Investments < Prop 
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PHAM PLAN. 


The company that cares always tries its best — 


FILIPINO televiewers are so familiar 
with different kinds of stories watched 
in soap operas or primetime dramas. 
There are the personalities who have 
once been famous and respected i 

their chosen field, but upon having mi 

managed their savings, now. find 
themselves living the poor man's life. 
‘There is the story of the typical OFW 
who, upon coming home to the Philip- 
pines and living "the life of a 
millionaire, finds himself losing every- 
thing and more than what he had to 
start with. Truly, stories like these find 
us engrossed. We feel for the victims 
and their families, and are saddened by 
the fact that these are not merely fic- 
tion, but stories that happen in real life 

The more sorrowful truth is that for 
many of these people, the cycle of ui 
certainty is never-ending. It can go 
down for generations as parents are too 
busy surviving to even think about a 
good education, the so-called equalizer, 
for their children. Dreams of a comfort- 
able life remain just that—dreams. 

As a company that truly cares, 
Philam Plans tries its best to help. in 
2001, the leading pre-need company 
developed a one-time рау, lapse-free 
pension plan that can be bought in cer- 
lificates, The idea 
is to enable indi- 
viduals with 
seasonal income 
the opportunity to 
own а pre-need 
plan. Since their 
earnings are un- 
stable, they can 
buy their plan 
whenever they 
have the funds. 
Philam Plans 
called the plan 
“Gintong 
Yaman"- its way 
of providing Filipi- 
nos а chance to 
fulfill their dreams 
or merely to break 
the cycle of uncer- 
tainty in the 
family. 

Other product 
offerings—Philam 
Gold Education 
Plans. Philam Ul- 
tima Life Plan and 
the — company's 
pension line prod 
ucts were all 
designed to re 
spond to the 
Filipino's changing 
needs. Innovations 
in product features 
and benefits are ail 
based on market 
needs in order to 
make ihe 
planholders' in 
vestment well 
worth.it. In fact, as 
is competitors 
were downsizing 
at the height of 
1he economic crisis 
last year, Philam 
Plans was beefing 
up sits Marketing 
departments in an 
effort to come-out 
with ways on how 
to make the 
company's prod- 
ucts more 
responsive and in 
novative. 

This compas 
sion und concern 
for the welfare ûf 
its countrymen is 
well rooted in the 
company’s corpo 
rate culture 
Managed and led 
by persons of high 
moral conscience, 
Philam Plans seri 
ойыу takes its 
mission of improv. 
ing the social 
well-being af the 
Filipino. Рагис! 
pation in and 
support of chari 
quble programs 
are therefore én 
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couraged. 

On its 14" company celebration on 
April 25, 2003, the company will be on 
its 8^ year of holding a bloodletting 
project. In a given year, Philam Plans 
holds at least two bloodletting events, 
with at least one held in a provincial 
branch. Initiated by founding President 
and CEO Eliseo Dizon, Jr. and carried 
on by current President and GEO Jesus 
G. Hofilefia, the project is widely sup- 
ported by the whole Philam Group of 
Companies. 

Another recipient of the company's 
social responsibility programs is neigh- 
boring UP-PGH. Every December, the 
Philam Plans Apostolic Group visit poor 
in-patients at the children's charity 
ward of the public hospital. Donations 
from employees and kind individuals 
are given out by the employees. 

Aside (гот these, Philam Plans also 
supports projects of the Philam Founda- 
tion, а Philam company in-charge of the 
socio-civic programs of the Philam 
Group. On April 25 in fact, Philam 
Plans is accepting donations to the Aid 
for Basilan Children project, а flagship 
program of Philam Foundation that 
aims to help children caught in the 
crossfire of war in Mindanao. 


or Call 528-2003, 
Ngayon па! 
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Accidents can happen.. 


This spirit of bayanihan is alive even 
inside office halls, An e-mail from a re- 
gional manager asking for blood 
donations for his bedridden agency 
manager produces numerous volun- 
teers from both employee and sales 
force. A manager whose home—and all 
possessions—was razed by fire, receives 
support in terms of clothes and other 
commodities from his co-workers. Em- 
ployees experiencing death in the 
family receives cash donation given by 
employees from their payroll. Janitors 
and messengers enjoy an abundant 
Christmas because of the year-round 
Peso Drive initiated by the employees. 
Even tragic events experienced by 
members of the AIG family abroad, like 
the 9/11 and the fire in Ho Chi Minh 
city, quickly. produces Samaritan acts. 

While Philam Plans is clearly a busi- 
ness, it is a business steered by 
conscience and driven by the-desire to 
help. The company mission says it 
clearly, "to uplift the economic and so- 
cial well-being of the Filipino 
people" -a mission proudly carried out 
by everyone in the organization--be- 
yond profit, beyond income, beyond 
publie relations and company image. 
(Ash B. Greo) 


PRESIDENT and CEO Jesus G. Hofilefia, FLMI, LLIF joins the 
Philam Plans Apostolate Group in spreading Christmas cheer to 
UP-PGH wards. 


PHAM LIEFE 


Protecting those you love the most. 


anytime, anywhere, to anyone. Kaya dapat maghanda. 
Prepare while you can. Insure while you can, Let Philamlife's Accident Insurance Products 
protect you апа your family from the financial burdens that an accident can bring. 
Kahit na ano pa ang mangyari, protektado ang lyong pamilya ng Philamlife. 
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Philamlife proudly hails its three most | 
outstanding associates for 2002. 


They led the entire agency force with their 
inspiring and unmatched sales performance thereby ` 
standing TALLEST among all their peers. They | 
are prime examples of success and achievement. 
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Philamlife's Top Career Agents and 
Agency Leaders who achieved the 
honor and distinction of being 
the Company's most productive 
sales professionals for Recognition 
Year 2002. 


Agent Category 


Philamlife's Top Career Agents who achieved the honor and 
distinction of being the Company's most productive 
Career Agents for Recognition Year 2002. 


They stand out among a field of more than 
8,000 Career с. nationwide. 
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Philamlife's Top Unit Managers who achieved the honor 
and distinction of being the Company's most 
productive Unit Managers for 
Recognition Year 2002. 
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Philamlife's Top Agency Managers who achieved the honor 
and distinction of being the Company's most 
productive Agency Managers for 
Recognition Year 2002. 
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Nag-abroad ka upang matupad ang ilang piling pangarap tulad ng pagpapa-aral ng 
mga anak, pagbili ng sariling bahay at lupa at makapagpatayo ng isang negosyo. 


Ngunit di mo kinakailangang maging OFW habang buhay para makamtan ang mga ito. 
Sa tulong ng Philamlife Overall Family Welfare Program, mas mabilis mong matutupad 
ang mga pangarap ninyong mag-anak. 


At dahil alam mong may magandang kinabukasan kang pinaghahandaan, 
lalong magiging masaya ang iyong pag-uwi. 


Paghandaan mo na ang inyong magandang bukas, tumawag sa (077) 773-2355. 
Kung ika'y nasa Manila, maaaring tumawag sa 526-9380 to 381. 
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"Premier 
AGENTS CLUB 


This elite club recognizes 
distinguished members for 
their superior performance in 
quality business, exceptional 
first year production and 
professional agency values. 


They stand as vanguards, 
leading the field in 
exceptional professionalism — 
such is the hallmark of 
premier agent of the premier 
Company. 
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CANDIDATES TO THE 
2003 MDRT 


The Million Dollar Round Table, founded in 1927, is a forum 
designed to foster the highest standards of professional approach 
to selling life insurance and servicing policyholders. 


® 


Without a doubt, the MDRT shines out as the most prestigious 
association of life insurance professionals worldwide. 
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INTERNATIONAL QUALITY 
AWARD 


The mark of a career underwriter 
is exemplified by this worldwide 
symbol of excellence. Membership 
to this club is measured by 
persistency --- the number of 


clients who keep their policies 
in-force for many years. Persistent 
business is the seal of a true 
professional. 
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FOUNDER'S 
CIRCLE 


A five-time member of the 
Chairman’s Board earns the 
rank and privilege to be 
elevated to Philamlife’s highest 
honor club. 


This club extols the memory of 
Philamlife’s Founder and 
First President, Earl Caroll. 
These are the true professionals 
who represent excellence 
and commitment. 
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This exclusive honor club, 
dedicated to Philamlife's 
Chairman, Maurice R. Greenberg, 
belongs to the top 1596 of 
Philamlife's outstanding 
Career Agents. 


They are the true pacesetters of the 
agency force who exemplify growth 
and strength, characteristics of 
intensely dedicated men and 
women. 
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PHILAM WARS E 


ATTACK OF THE PRODUCING AGENTS 


The Philam Wars was envisioned as a "little" initiative that had a "big" and "enduring" 
impact, as each of our colleagues had gone Beyond their Limits ending fiscal year 
2002 on a high note. With everyone motivating and encouraging each other towards, 
higher performance levels, a new company record was achieved. This feat could not 
have been possible without the hard work of our agency force and the trust of our 
clients. ; 


Our associates from all over Metro Manila and the nearby provinces (Central and 
South Luzon) were present during the event which saw more than a thousand people 
taking part in the fun and festivities of the Philam Wars celebration. 


The Accident & Health department congratulates 
the Philam Wars qualifiers. We are one with you in 


securing the lives of our countrymen! 


Accident & Health 


£) www.ephilam.com 
Praga LIFE A Member of 


Secun] Lives. Fulfilling Dream. American International Group, Inc. 


For more inquiries, please talk to your Philamlife advisor, financial planner or call 528-2003. 


TOUGH TIMES NEVER LAST; 
TOP AGENTS DO! 


Message from 

JOSE L. CUISIA, JR. PHIEAM LIFE 
President & CEO 

Philamlife & General 


insurance Co ISAGANI ANTONIO ASSOCIATES 


Vision and sales excellence best characterize Philamlife's premier agency—the Antonio Associates. Marking its 30^ year In the life Insurance business, the 
Antonio Associates boasts of its indisputable leadership in Philamlife, having kept the number one agency position in Philamlife since 1993. With over 500 
highly trained and competent agents and agency leaders, the agency has posted growth consecutively for the past 30 years. 


The vision of becoming a mega-agency has kept the Antonio Associates determined to rise above challenges and set milestone after milestone. In 2002, the 
agency was awarded the President's Cup for its record-breaking sales production. It was also in the same year that the agency further expanded its mall 


operations, branching out to the provincial area of Legazpi City, Albay. Despite the tough times, the Antonio Associates continue to deliver superior perform- ^ Senior Agency Manager 
ance. 


JOSE ISAGANI ANTONIO 
Congratulations to the Antonio Associates for the 30 years of dedicated service in Philamlife. May you continue to inspire other Philamlifers as you manifest * National Agency Manager 
strong teamwork, consistent growth and sales excellence in the years to come. of the Year 
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BLANCO BARNUEVO MENDOZA SALDUA AQUINO PACAYRA . CABOTAGE AQUINO CARINO GANABAN SANTOS 


AWARDEES FROM ANTONIO FAMILY i i 
тз сауа арсы шода A lucrative, rewarding career 


- .. does not have to take you 
away from your family 
< Discover the insurance selling career and be one of our successful associ- 
^ » А ales who earn as much as several millions of pesos a year! Yes, this satisfying, 


^ lifetime career offers financial possibilties for the productive persons. 


AMROBERTO UM CRISTINA UM ANGEL LOURDES With us at Philamlife - Antonio Associates, you don't have to go far. You сап 


BERNARDO MENDOZA BERNABE BERNARDO conduct your business right inside your community, close to your family. 
President's President's President's Р 


Cabinet Cabinet Cabinet 


Call us now, reserve a seat in our weekly seminars. 


MDRT 4 
РСА А i 
ISAGANI ANTONIO ASSOCIATES - PHILAMLIFE 
The Pioneer in Insurance Mall Site Marketing in the Philippines 
Antonio Associates Head Office 


2/F, DAO I Bldg., 189 Salcedo St., Legaspi Village, Makati City 
Tel. Nos. 892-8968 & 892-8970 Email: iaa@netesia.net Visit us at our website: www.iantonioassociates.com 


DITHA. SABAH AM LEONIDA * Antonio Associates. + Antonio Associates e Antonio Associates 
d PREPENA ROQUE SM €ity Manila, Sth Level SM City Bacoor, 3rd Level San Pedro, Laguna 
Premier-Siver President's * Antonio Associates + Antonio Associates * Antonio Associates 
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This is a paid advertisement 


MULTIAWARDED Lulu del Mundo with daughter Anna and 
Philanlife's executives: CEO and President Jose L Сшзш. Jr, EVP for 
Sales and Marketing Josefino R. Sto. Domingo & Philam Plans 
President Jesus С. Hofileña. 


CERTIFIED PHILAMLIFE FINANCIAL PLANNERS: (Back row 
L-R) Ma. Vivienne Solon, Zenaida Palmes, Fe De Dios. Ma 
Antonietta del Mundo, Ma. Elena Asturias, Luisito Laudico, Antonio 
Santana (Front row L-R) Rebecca Abrila, Susana Turingan, Prescilla 


DEL MUNDO ASSOCIATES 
_/ ONE OF PHILAMLIFE'S TOP AGENCIES 


hen Lourdes "Lulu" M. Del Mundo was offered by former Philamlife President Rodrigo Delos Reyes to 


become an agency manager, she did 


headed for a huge responsibility of being Philamlife's first lady agency manager in a male-dominated industry. 


This seemingly insurmountable challenge, however, opened doors for female agents to become major players in the life 
insurance industry. It also paved the way to what was to become the 2nd largest agency in Philamlife-the L.M. Del 


Mundo Associates. 


From humble beginnings, Lulu has trailblazed а di 
awarded lady agency manager in Philamlif 


For the past 30 years, Del Mundo Associates has remained at 


vy known as the Philam Group of Companies, Lulu and her agents have in many occas 


ethods for v 


vus financial products. Whether in health care, 
insurance, there would always be а Del Mundo professional agent 


Throw years, Del Mundo Associates has shown exemplary 


clients, 


Partnering with Management 


wavering record of success of Del Mundo Associates would 
ithout the unrelenting support of Philamlife 
ıt. which Lulu has complete confidence it. 


Mer. Lulu del Mundo believes that it is only with true partnership. 
with Philamlife that her agency has lasted for 30 years, the same 
reason why they will continue working as one strong force well into 
the future 


Behind the success of Del Mundo Associates is its core of ever- 
reliable sales agents. For the year 2002, the agency had the most 


The Client is First 


То put clients’ interests first has always been the guiding principle of her successful agents. 


Through continuous training and education, they are always updated on 


means of providing professional financial planning services to their clients. For most of 


them, it is only by optimizing their potential that they can become more ef 
advisers. 


Del Mundo Associates’ celebration of its 30 years of existence is a great feat in itself. But 


to have emerged as the 2nd largest agency in Philamlife and to have held 
for more than a decade now is an even more formidable achievement, 
continuing challenge now is still to remain on top in ай the coming years. 


icult and exacting climb to success and is today the most admired and 


al products and services. This affirms the kind of commitment they have in giving support to all product and service innovations 
that Philamlife has launched, and the passion of the agency for delivering the most timely and comprehensive financial solutions to its 


not have to think twice. However, she knew at that moment she was 


the forefront of growth and progress. As Philamlife expanded to what is 
pioneered marketing strategies and sales 
pre-need, non-life insurance, mutual funds and their core business, life 
capable of providing first-rate service. 


performance not only in life insurance, but also in marketing Philam’s 


fumber of MILLION DOLLAR ROUND TABLE members in 
Philamlife, It also boasts of having the most number of Certified. 
Financial Planners in the company. 


A promoter of continuing education and learning, Mgr. Del Mundo 
has always advocated that one must undergo a precise academic and 
skills development program to be completely prepared for a full-time 
sales career in Philamlife. She also believes that in an ever-changing 
world of market demands and needs, only the most competent, 
creative and adaptive agent can succeed, 


better ways and 


fective financial 


that distinction 
Therefore, the 


Rivero, Ma. Luz Vencio, Alma Llorente. Edgar Bartolata (Not in 
photo) Nanette Mendoza 


+ MILLION DOLLAR ROUND TABLE MEMBERS- (Back row L-R) Nilda Uy, 
Ma. Luz Vencio, Anunciacion Birog, Ma. Antonietta del Mundo, Lourdes del 
‘Mundo (Court of the Table) Ma. Elena Asturias (Life & Qualifying Member), 
Luisito Laudico (Front row L-R) Ma. Vivienne Solon, Prescilla Rivero, Zenaida 
Palmes, Lucila Kierulf, Ma. Theresa Solon 


Winning teams have 
great leaders 


THE AGENCY LEADERS: (Standing L-R) Lucila Kierulf. Evelyn Tuason, Belen 
Quiogue, Leopoldo Llorente, Ernesta Ignacio, Norma Magpantay, Nilda Uy, 
Zenaida Palmes, Narciso Solon, Fe de Dios (Seated L-R) Nea Laudico, Lourdes del 
Mundo, Ma. Elena Asturias 


NATIONAL AWARDEES: (Standing L-R) Nilda Uy, Ma. Vivienne Solon, Alma Llorente, Evangeline 
Varie Angeli Salang, Edgar Bartolata, Luisito Laudico, Edito Maligsay, Norma de Venecia, 
“Lucila Kierulf, Ма Theresa Solon (Seated L-R) Anunciacion Burg, Prescilla Rivero, Ma Elena 


Reyes, 


Asturias, Zenaida Palmes, Ma. Luz Venco, Ma. Antonieta del Mundo 


ROOKIE & TAMARAW AWARDEES: (Standing L-R) Josette Revesencio, 


Loida Сабага, Elena Licaylicay, Leopoldo Llorente, 


Sarah delos Reyes, Belen Quiogue, (Seated L-R) Felicidad Dinlasan, 


Carmencita Orobia, Noemi del Rosario, Eden Jalosjos 


Fortunately for Mgr. Ре! Mundo, she has 12 Unit Managers who navigate and 
lead the agency to greater accomplishments. 


Her committed core of Unit Managers has exhibited their passion for excellence 
by stirring the growth and unparalleled expansion of Del Mundo Associates. 
From a small agency 30 years ago, they curreatly have close to 300 licensed 
agents in three offices; io Greenhills, Rivergate Commercial Complex, Mango 
Ave., Cebu City, and their most recently established office at the Antel Global 
‘Corporate Center, Ortigas Center 


For year 2002, the agency leaders produced 2 sectoral awardees, 8 national 
awardees (including Mgr. Del Mundo) and 5 awardees of the Career 
Development Award of the General Agents and Managers Association (GAMA) 
International 


The accomplishments of these agency leaders have created an atmosphere of 
success and excellence in the agency. Several months last year saw Del Mundo 
Associates register record-breaking performances of its agents and units thus 
enabling the agency to set a new all-time production record in August. 


Thus, for as long as Lulu and her leaders create the right environment of 
success and passion for the work they do, then De! Mundo Associates is certain 
To remain aie forefront of Pill for another 30 years and beyond. 


Summing up her remarkable performance throughout her many years in 
Philamlife, Sentor Agency Manager Lourdes del Mundo had this o say: 


PREMIER AGENTS CLUB MEMBERS: Platinum 
Category: Lourdes del Mundo, Ma. Luz Vencio & Zenaida 
Palmes Gold Category: Ma. Elena Asturias, Prescilla Rivero, 
Ma. Vivienne Solon, Ma. Theresa Solon & Nilda Uy, Silver 
Category: Lucila Kierulf, Luisito Laudico 


Lina Buenviaje. 


" My work has always been a personal advocacy. Success is not 
hard to come by if you have the highest belief in the importance of 
your profession. Life insurance selling then and total financial 
planning today continue to make a difference in the lives of the 
people and families we serve. This is why 1 feel my work is nothing 
less than a sacred and selfless mission. It will continue to be my 
advocacy for the rest of my life." 


Learn more about our great team: 


Dell Manado 


Associates 


Tel: 721-2394, 722-6367 
Ground Floor, Alcco Building, Ortigas Avenue, 
San Juan, Metro Manila 


This is a paid advertisement 


TAN Associates 


2003 National 
Recognition Program 


_| Philamife's premier Filipino-Chinese agency broke all 
barriers in fiscal year 2003 by posting a growth of 
24% growing over its previous year's exceptional 
accomplishment. Without a doubt, another oustanding 
performance from the agency that is synonymous to = 
Quality - business and people. bd 

NAA TAN 


Philamlife's benchmark in persistency undoubtedbly. senior Agency Manager 


A five-ime member of the Chairman's Board eams 
the rank and privilege to be elevated to Phiamife's 
highest honor club. This club extols the memory the 
\ memory of Philamife's founder and President, Ear 
Pragam LIFE | Carroll These are the true professionals who repre- 
FOUNDER'S | sent excellence and commitment. 


CIRCLE ; 


^ 
-æ 
5 


CORAZON KI ANG .NGCHOLIAN CHANSIUENG 


TETICIAGO ANG  JACNTAV.PHOR ^ GÜEITAYGI VENECIA C. LIM 


This exclusive honor club dedicated to Philamlife's 
Chairman Maurice R. Greenberg belongs to the top 
15% of Philamife's top Career Agents. The are the 
true pacesetters of the agency force who exemplify 
growth and strength, characeteristics of intensely 
dedicated men and women. 


CHAIRMAN'S 
BOARD 


VALERE U, WONG DE LEON, LLYS. GO JEANETTE C. FABICO 


In the tradition of excellence, these Career Agents have 
distinguished themselves with exceptional First Year 
Commission Income for Recognition Year 2002. 


PRESIDENT'S 
CIRCLE 


‘STEPHANIE Y. GAW 


£0 


MARCOSV.TAN EVANGELINE C, PANUGAYAN 


_ pk 


© 


DAI HIONG SHIN 


‘SALLY N.KO 


DP Dedicated to Philamife's Chairman Maurice В. Greenberg 
this elite group belongs to the top 15% of Philamife's top 


Agency Leaders. The ideal mentors indeed 


AGENCY 
CATEGORY 


[x 


JUAN A. TAN 


ADE% 


CATEGORY L, 
SEGUNDINA O. TAN 


In the tradiuon of excellence, these Agency Leaders 
have distinguished themselves with exceptional First 
Year Commission Income for Recognition Year 2000. 


Conferred to the pacesetters 
of the company who have 
managed to distinguish 
themselves and have 
achieved the honor being 
Philamife's most productive 
for Recognition Year 2003. 
SEGUNDINA O, TAN 
ТОР Мама 
Unit Manager Category 


2003 


JUAN A. TAN 
Fst Runner Up Mania. 
Agency Manager Calegony 


walifiers to the 


Million Dollar Round Table 


The Milion Dollar Round Table, founded in 1927, 
is a forum designed to foster the highest standards 
of professional approach to seling Ше insurance 
and servicing policyholders. 


These are the men and women who have a personal 
commitment. dedication to service. Without a doubt, the MORT 
shines out as the most prestigious association of life insurance 
professionals worldwide, 


ча : 


EN 


2 
JACINTA Y. PHOA 
Че and Ouolíyng Member 


st k 
CORAZONKI ANG 
Honor Rol 
Ше and Qvaliyng Member 


VALERE U WONG DE LEON LUTOF 
‘Qualiyng Memoer 


LETICIA G.O. ANG 
Quatlyng Member 
5 years 


SHIRLEY L. CO 
Ouaifyng Mente: 


A 


‘CHAN SIU ENG 
Qualfyeg Member 
years 


NG CHO LIAN 
Онун Memoer 
years 


«te 


E ha ] 
JEANETTE С. FABICO 
Qualifying Mambe 


LILY $. GO 
"Сатса tor 2003 
Oualáyng Member 


STEPHANIE Y. GAW 
"Candle for 2003 


2 years Озат Member 


Premier 
AGENTS CLUB 


This elite club recognizes 
distinguished members for their superior 
performance in quality business, 
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fe 
& 4 d 23] 


eS 


SHIRLEY L. CO 


exceptional first year production and 
professional agency values. 
They stand as vanguards, leading the 3 
field in exceptional professionalism - 
such is the hallmark of the premier agent 
of the premier company. 


b 


CHAN SIU ENG 


ULYS.GO 


i. 
А 


е 
غا‎ 


*? 


e 


JACINTA Y. PHOA NG CHO LIAN 


LETICIA G.O. ANG 


JEANETIE C. FABICO 


VENECIA C. LIM 


‘The mark of a career underwriter is exemplified by this 
worldwide symbol of excellence. Membership to this club is 


E Now on his 2611 year as а consecutive 

к= Intemational Quality Awardee, Mr. Ng enjoys 
Mf the distinction of having the longest number 
pum of years conferred, unmatched anywhere in 


measured by persistency - the number of cients who keep. 
their policies in force for many years. 


the fife insurance industry of the Philippines. 
NG CHO LIAN 


zen years 


2% 


JACINTA Ү.РНОА 
2an year 


SHIRLEY L. CO 
22nd vear 
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TAN ASSOCIATES. Е 701, ENTERPRISE BUILDII 


, LIM SU CHAN VALERIE U. WONG DE LEON, 
LUTCE 


24 QUINTIN PAREDES ST. BINONDO, MAN] 


The TAN Associates gave birth 
1o a new agency, the CK Ang 
Assocales, truly he mark of ex 
cetence, fulfiling ts role of buld- 
ng a well {rained and 
customer oriented agency force. 


Congratulations! 


| SMS. 
VALERIE U. WONG DE LEON, LUTCF 
2nd year 


‘CORAZON KI ANG 
17h year 


SECTORAL AWARDEES 
Tamaraw 
Alicia S. Aquiino 
Lorenz Anthony Y. How 
John Arthur O. Tan. 
Conchita L. Ty 
Pacita C. Niu 


Bookie 
Lucia D. Bomalo 
Karen б. Go 
Debbie S. Koo 
Jeannie Beth Y. Pin 
Cynthia A. Raspado 
Jenny Y. Tan 
Benita Н, Yap 
Rose T, Yap 
Pacta C. Niu 


| 247-4888 (TRUNKLINE) / 242-4809 (FAX) 
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SEGUNDINA O. ТА 
nent Opton Award - Unt category 


Give your child 
the edge with 
Philamlife’s 
-in-] education 
plan: Scholar 

old Advantage 


THE gift of education is one of the most precious 
legacies parents can give their children. A good educa- 
tion can pave the way for a child to realize his potential, 
thus serving as a springboard for him to achieve his 
dreams. 

A good number of Filipinos have already taken steps 
to ensure the education of their children by way of get- 
ting an education plan like Philamlife's Scholar Gold 
plan, one of the best-selling insurance products in the 
market. 


For those parents who are still 
undecided about which plan to get 
for their children, Philamlife 
introduces a new education product 
that provides unrivalled coverage at 
a reasonable price—Scholar Gold 
Advantage. 

Scholar Gold Advantage is a 
comprehensive education plan with 
increasing benefits that can cover a 
child’s essential expenses and other 
related expenses that may arise 
once he enters college. It likewise 
provides insurance coverage until the 
child reaches age 21 

When the child finishes college, 
he stands to receive a substantial 
cash gift and enjoy free insurance 
coverage for the next two years. 

And, since many parents consider 
seeing their child receive a diploma 
as one of life's crowning moments, 
Scholar Gold Advantage also 
provides comprehensive accident 
coverage for the parent, to help 
ensure that he will be around to see 
his child graduate. This coverage is 
above and beyond the education and 
insurance benefits for the child. 

One of the unique components of 
ihe coverage for the parent is the 
contingent education benefit, which 
will take care of the child's 
elementary and high school 
education in case the parent dies or 
becomes permanently disabled 
before the child reaches college. 

Another is waiver of premium, 
which waives the need for all future 


premium payments in the event of 
the death of the parent or if he 
suffers permanent and total 
disability. 

For example, if parent of a child 
who is insured with Scholar Gold 
Advantage dies or becomes 
permanently disabled, the contingent. 
education benefit can provide for the 
child's elementary and high school 
education. When the child finishes 
high school, the scheduled college 
education benefits will commence. 

Scholar Gold Advantage also 
offers a comprehensive accident 
coverage worth P750,000 for the 
parent, and a daily hospital income 
benefit should the parent become 
hospitalized due to sickness or injury. 

Scholar Gold Advantage has 
"quick-pay" and "economy" 
payment schemes to make it more 
affordable for different budgets. 

Education. Protection. Health. 
No other educational plan in the 
market today provides these unique 


“3-in-1” protection benefits. 

The New Scholar Gold is part of 
PhilamLife's "Total Life Care 
(TLC) Program" which aims to 
provide its policyholders with 
comprehensive life, accident and 
health protection. 

For more information about 
Scholar Gold Advantage, please 
call 528-2000 or visit www. 
ephilam.com 

Philamlife is the largest and most 
diversified insurance company in the 
Philippines and the undisputed 
market leader for over half a 
century. It offers the most 
comprehensive range of life and 
general insurance products and 
diversified financial services 
Philamlife has more than a million 
individual and group policyholders, 
and maintains the most extensive 
network of offices and sales 
agencies nationwide. Philamlife is 
a member company of American 
International Group, Inc. (AIG). 


Philamlife 
unveils 
new 
accident 
insurance 
products 


We all know that 
accidents can happen 
anytime and anywhere, 
The commonly held 
belief, however, is that 
accidents typically 
happen to other people, 
not to us. We deny the 
possibility that an 
accident may befall us 
or someone we care 
about. The hard factis, 
anyone can fall victim to 
an accident, even under 
the most ordinary of 
circumstances. And the 
тоге unprepared we are 
for an accident, the 
more our loved ones 
tend to suffer asa result. 
So, the sooner we 
accept the reality that 
an accident can also 
happen to us, the 
sooner we can prepare 
for the unexpected. 
This is why the 
Philippine American Life 
and General Insurance 
Company Inc., 
(Philamlife), the largest 
and most diversified 
insurance company in 
the country, introduced 
last Feb. 4 two new 
accident insurance 
products: 3-in-1 
Protector and Life 
Protect 
3-in-1 Protector isa 
personal accident plan 
that provides three 
benefits: accidental 
death, permanent and 
total disability and 
hospital income for as 
low as P1,010a year. 
Life Protector, on 
the other hand. 
provides the same basic 
benefits but with the 
following options 
medical ^ expense 
reimbursement and 
accident weekly 
income. As an added 
feature, the medical 
expense reimbursement 
benefit can also include 


Education Protection Plan na, 


May Life, Accident & Health insurance pa 


for you and your child. 


+ Guaranteed college education benefits for your c 
* Guaranteed surance protection for your cl 


* Guaranteed comprehensive life and accident protection 


for the payor/parent 


A promise you can keep. 


by 


L 
PENEAN 


LIFE 


illness coverage. 

Life Protector comes 
in various combinations 
and is available for as 
low as P2,000a year. . 

For more details, 
talk toa Philamlife agent 
orcall 528 2003 now 


Contact your Philamlife 
Financial Advisor or 
Call 528-2000. Ngayon па! 


In Hongkong, you can 
call (852) 2591-2218. 
AC Co lanen oon ve 


The Philam Group of Companies offers you a full range of financial s 
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ease send his coupon to Marketing Services, PHLAMLIFE 1440 UN. Avent, Nana or fex to 526-9570 


